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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE PHOTO 


East Central Community College pitcher John Fortenberry, left, is attempting a comeback after being struck in the 


eye last season during a pre-season scrimmage that broke several bones in his face. 


One year later 


Fast Central’s John Fortenberry back 
on the mound after devestating eye injury 





“a Maria McLeod K 


Special to The Record 
hat a difference a day 


makes. What a difference a 

| year makes, especially if 
you're John Fortenberry. Jan. 23, 
2004 was just like any other day for 
the East Central Community College 
freshman. After classes he rushed to 
the baseball field preparing for 
another practice session with his fel- 


low Diamond Warriors. 


The day ended with Fortenberry 
being rushed to the hospital after a 
line drive during a intra-squad 
scrimmage crushed his right eye and 
shattered most of the bones around 


a it. 
inside However, it is 2005. 
Diamond A year, almost to the 
Warriors day, after Fortenber- 


noes ry s dreams of a base- 
pegin Season ball career were 
this week almost shattered 
- Page 3B along with his eye, 
omens «(CS back on the 
mound doing what he 
loves best: Pitching. 

So why would he attempt another 
shot on the mound after such a dev- 
astating injury? And how does losing 
his right eye affect his pitching? 


See PITCHER, Page 3B 
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I've always dreamed of play- 
ing baseball. | 
still want to see 
if 1 can make it 
work. And | 
like {tO prove 
people wrong. 
So many have 
said that |! 
would never play again.” 

John Fortenberry 
FCCC pitche 
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‘Pit , hy r “John is doing fine. He’s  gameai | ast Central was 
Cc e healthy and seems happy to this fal! .gainst Mississippi 
be back. I expect him to Delta (Community Col- 
From Puce I B have a big impact on the lege). It was a little scary,” 
team this year andto have he said. 
time on the mound,” | Perhaps the most ner- 
Yarborough said. vous spectator is his moth- 
Since that fateful Jan- . er,DawnFortenberry — 
uary day, Fortenberry has “It’s just God and deter- 
had six surgeries andhas mination that has brought 
three plates and19screws _ him this far,” she said. — 
in the right side of his face. “The doctors tried to talk 
It is only natural thathe him outof playing. They 
no _wouldbeabitnervous _ said he was fortunateto * 
1 ~ each time he steps onthe — have survived and even | 
mound, | compared his injuries with 
berry said. “T threw one time this those received in a head-on 
Head summer for a semi-pro car collision. But he’s 
team. That was the first det and we're hop- 
back time since my surgery and eee a ester yoor than 
: the worst so far. My first 

Although they couldn’t = saidsheisgladtoseeabill _ will have a new prosthetic 
convince him to stay away _ introduced in the legislature eye made. Although it is 
from baseball, doctors did that bansaluminum bats. possible he will have to 
insist that Fortenberry =  ‘“Wehopethatthis(bill) undergo additional surgery, | 
wear a type of facemask : is passed,” she said. “John Fortenberry is in hopes he 
used mostly by bull riders © hopes this never h has completed his treat- 
to protect his face, some- to anyone else and we hope _ ments and is looking 
thing that eases his par- that no parentseverhave toward a bright future on 
ents’ minds. to go through what we the baseball diamond. 

“I'm nervous,” said Dawn went through.” | Fortenberry and the East - 
Fortenberry, “but the face Whatever happens, John. Central Community Col- 
cage does make it easier. Fortenberry said he isjust. lege Diamond Warriors 
His dad (Cookie Fortenber- glad to be back. begin season action at 2 
ry) and | are proud of him “T want to do real good p.m, today in a double 
and we're glad he has the this year and if things go header with Copiah: Lin- 
guts to get back out.there. _—_ well, cee 8 toanoth- coln Community College at | 
He just hasatruelovefor er level,” he Jamie Clark Memorial 
baseball.” | After his sent ee up _ Field on the Decatur cam- 

Dawn Fortenberry also with doctors, Fortenberry pus. 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors host 


er —Fr 


Co-Lin Feb. 9 in season opener 


After struggling through 
last’s year 12-29 campaign - which 
was hampered by injuries to several 
key players - the outlook seems 
much brighter this season for the 
East Central Community ROURES 
baseball team, 

The Diamond Warriors, 
who begin 2005 action by hosting 
Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College in a 2 p.m. doubleheader at 
Jamie Clark Memorial Field on 
Wednesday, February 9, are healthy 
and ready to get the season under- 
way, said fourth-year head coach 
Jake Yarborough. 

Although Yarborough was 
hesitant to predict wins and losses, 
he is confident that this year’s squad 
has what it takes to be successful. 
“This is the best defensive team that 
we have had in a while. We 
are very solid on the infield and 
we've got good speed in the out- 
field. Our pitchers are especially 
excited about our defense. We also 
have good team speed, and | expect 
us to be successful running the 
bases,’ Yarborough stated, 

Among players who expe- 
rienced a season-ending injury was 
freshman pitcher John Fortenberry 
of Carthage, who many thought had 
suffered career-ending injury. 
Fortenberry lost an eye after being 
struck by a hard-liner during a pre- 
season scrimmage. Despite the 
handicap, Fortenberry said he is 
optimistic about returning to the 
mound. 

“T always dreamed of play- 
ing college baseball, and | still want 
to see if 1 can make it work. | guess 
I also like to prove people wrong. So 
many have told me that I would not 
play again,” Fortenberry stated. 

He added, “Il want to do 
real good this year and if things go 
well, maybe I can continue my 
career at a four-year college or uni- 
versity.” 


Yarborough said 


‘Fortenberry is adjusting well to his 


return to the team. 

“John is dome fine. aes 
healthy and happy to be ba 
expect him to have a big ingiaet oe 





the team this year. | also expect him 
to have a good season on the 
mound,” Yarborough said. 

Yarborough said top 
returnees on the pitching staff 
include Josh Miller of Elysian 
Fields, Texas; Cody Savell of 
Newton County and Kevin 
Hatch of Carthage, each of whom 
had impressive stats during fall 
competition. 

Miller, a 6-1, 193-pound 
southpaw from Elysian Fields, 
Texas, put up the most impressive 
numbers last fall by. fanning 28 bat- 
ters in 22 innings of work. He 
allowed 15 hits. 

Savell, a 6-3, 216-pound 
right-hander, also had a successful 
fall campaign as he struck out 17 
batters over 18 innings and also 
gave up [5 hits. 

Hatch, a 6-5, 205-pound 
right-hander, posted 12 strike outs in 
18 innings of work and allowed 13 
hits. Yarborough said Hatch, a side- 
arm hurler, will be the top reliever 
this spring. 

Another top returnee on the 
mound is Andre Coleman (6-2,176) 
of Louisville. 

Yarborough said top slug- 
gers during fall competition were 
Corey Coward of Noxapater, 
Van Wilson of West Lauderdale, 
Taylor Petty of Neshoba Central and 
Marcus Davis of Magee. 

Coward, a 6-2, 212-pound 
catcher/first baseman, batted .422 
with one home run and seven dou- 
bles last fall. He completed the 2004 
season with a .423 average and had 
two home runs, four doubles and 13 
RBIs. 

Wilson (6-1,197), an out- 
fielder, posted a .360 average and 
slugged two home runs and five 
doubles during fall competition. 
Petty (6-1, 6c ~ -x 
catcher/outfielder, also batted .360, 
and Davis, a 6-3, 199-pound 
outfielder/pitcher, had a .306 aver- 
age with two home runs. Davis bat- 
ted .289 in 2004 and had five home 


Tuns, two triples, four doubles and 


27 RBIs. 





assistant is Dusty Hillman, who 
joined the coaching staff last fall 
after serving as a member of the 
Mid-Missour! Mavericks, an inde- 
pendent professional baseball team 
based in Columbia, Missouri. 

Hillman, a former standout 
at William Carey College, Delta 
State University and Taylorsville 
High School, is responsible for 
infielders and base runners, and has 
weight room responsibilities. 

“Coach Hillman works 
well with our players. He demands a 
lot from our guys and makes them 
accountable. He is a great addition 
to the coaching staff,” Yarborough 
said. 

The complete 2005 roster 
includes sophomores Andre 
Coleman (pitcher/outfielder) of 
Louisville, Brandon Ezell (second 
base/third base), Bud Loper (short 
stop/pitcher) Will Pearson (first 
base/outfield) and Joseph 
Cavenaugh (outfielder), all of 
Newton County; Josh Miller (pitch- 
er) of Elysian Fields, Texas; Kevin 
Hatch (pitcher) of Carthage, Corey 
Coward (catcher/first base) of 
Noxapater, Cody Savell (pitcher) 
and Lucas Poole (pitcher), both of 
Newton, Marcus Davis 
(outfielder/pitcher) of Magee and 
Van Wilson (outfielder) of West 
Lauderdale, and freshmen Jon 
Maxie (short stop) and Dillon 
Mclnnis (outfielder), both of Greene 
County; Sam Thames (second base) 
of Newton Academy, James Harris 
(short stop), Ken Gordon 
(catcher) and John Harris (outfield- 
er), all of Morton; Travis Butler 
(outfielder) and Taylor Petty (catch- 
er/outfielder), both of Neshoba 
Central; Jon Cole (pitcher) of 
Brandon, Josh Hawkins (catcher) 
and Wes Cox (first base), both of 
Forest; Chris Pierce (second base) 
of Petal, Justin Millinax 
(pitcher) of Albertville, Ala.; Keith 
Edwards (third base) of Louisville, 
John Fortenberry (pitcher) of 
Carthage and Ross. Pine 
(pitcher/first base) of Live Oak, La. 
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Warriors pound out 15 runs, 


sweep Jones Junior College 


By Tony Krausz 
sports editor 

DECATUR — East Central Community 
College has enjoyed instant success on its 
home field to start the 2005 baseball 
season. 

The Warriors (4-0) swept their second 
home doubleheader on Saturday, defeating 
Jones Junior College 8-0 and 7-5. ECCC 
swept Copiah-Lincoln on Thursday to open 
the season, 

“We have felt good about our defense, 
and our pitchers are giving us a chance to 
make plays in the field,” said ECCC head 
coach Jake Yarborough, whose team 
travels for one doubleheader — Gulf Coast 
on Feb. 17 — in its first seven playing 
dates. “We have a lot of improvements we 
still have to.make, but I’m very proud by 
how my team is playing.” 

Warriors right fielder Van Wilson may 
be enjoying the friendly confines of 
ECCC’s home field the most. 

~The West Lauderdale product hit his 
third home run of the season, a two-run 
shot in the third inning of the first game, 
on Saturday. Wilson hit a home run in each 
game of Thursday’s doubleheader. 

“Somebody needs to wake me up right 
now, I believe I'm in a dream right now,” 
said Wilson, who was a medical redshirt 
last season. “Me and my roommate (center 
fielder Marcus Davis) have been doing a 
lot of extra hitting. I believe we are a step 
up right now.” 

As favorable as playing at home was for 
ia , the road was just as unfavorable to 
The Bobcats (0-2) committed six errors 
in the two games, and neither of JCJC’s 
starting pitchers made it past the second 
inning. 





9 
We put (the ball) in play. 
Baseball is a crazy game, 
and when you put the ball 
in play anything can happen. 


ECCC right fielder 
Van Wilson 


“We made a lot of errors, hit a lot of 
batters and walked a lot of batters,” said 
JCJC head coach Bobby Glaze. “I feel we 
played passive. You can’t take anything 
away from East Central. They played great. 
They put the ball i in play, scored runs and 
made all the plays.” 

ECCC had no such fielding or pitching 
problems in getting its second sweep of 
the year, The Warriors committed just one 
error in 14 innings of play, and both of 
EGCC’s starting pitchers made it to at least 
the fifth inning. 

Andre Coleman picked up the win in 
the first game, allowing no runs off three 
hits with five strikeouts in six innings. 
Game 2 winner John Fonteberry, who wore 
a hockey goalie-style mask to protect the 
right side of his face that was damaged by 
a line drive last year and cost him his right 
eye, pitched five innings in the second 
game, giving up two runs on three hits 
with three strikeouts. 

While ECCC put up big run totals, 15 
combined runs in the two games, the War- 
riors didn’t set any new hit records. 

In the first game, ECCC loaded the 
bases twice — in the first and fifth innings 
— but the six runs produced from those 
situations came off of two JCJC errors, a 





wild pitch, a hit batter, a fielder’s choice 
and a sacrifice grounder. 

In the second game, ECCC’s first two 
runs came off of a wild pitch and a sacrifice — 
grounder, as the Warriors took a 2-0 ee 
after two innings. 

“We put (the ball) in play,” Wilson paid. 

“Baseball is a crazy game, and when you 
put the ball in play anything can happen.” 

ECCC started producing runs with its 
bats midway through the second game, as 
Chris Pierce drove in a run with a single 
and Corey Coward brought home another 
run with a double in the fourth inning for a 
4-0 lead. 

JCJC’s offense, which only recorded 
seven hits in the doubleheader, also started 
working in the second game. 

Bobcats shortstop Fernando Goldmon 
produced his team’s first runs with a two- 
run homer in the fifth to cut the Warriors’ 
lead in half, but ECCC tallied two runs in 
the bottom of the inning off an RBI triple 
from Joseph Cavenaugh and a wild pitch 
for a 6-4 lead. 

The Bobcats pulled to within one run of 
the lead, scoring three runs off one hit 
and an error in the top of the sixth. But 
ECCC picked up another run off a wild 
pitch in the bottom of the sixth, and JCJC 
couldn't pick up any more runs in the top 
of the seventh. 

“We had scoring opportunities, but we 
couldn’t get the clutch hits until Fernando 
hit the home run,” Glaze said. “Maybe we 
got into a little bit of a groove, and maybe, 
it will carry over into the next game for us.” 

ECCC continues the season at home on 


Tuesday with a doubleheader against Mis- 


sissippi Delta at 1 p.m., and JCJC hosts 
Holmes on Monday at 2 p.m. in its home 
opener. . 





LAKE MESSENGER _CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES " NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL _ NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR _|— 
SPIRIT OF MORTON CLARION-LEDGER 





IMPACT __ 








* 


ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 


An East Central Community College baseball player dives into first base against Copiah-Lincoln Community College in 
the season opener for both teams. East Central swept the doubleheader and stands at 4-0 before Tuesday's double- 


header with Mississippi Delta Community College. See story, Page 1B. 
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By Robbie Robertson 
T he Newton Record 

The East Central Com- 
munity College baseball 
team is off to a hot 4-0 start 
and is doing so without the 
on-the-field duties of head 
coach Jake Yarborough. 

Yarborough has been 
suspended pa 
for the first — 
12 games of 
the season 
for a viola- 
tion of Mis- 
sissippl 
Association : 
of oe » A 
nity and Yarborough 
Junior Col- 
lege rules concerning 
requests for medical red- 
shirts for three players. 

“Tt was a paperwork mis- 
take,” ECCC Athletics 
Director Terry Underwood 
said. “We were supposed to 
send the requests to the 






state office and didn't.” 
Underwood said the 
request for medical hard- 


ship had been sent to the | 


national office and the 
three players -— John 


Fortenberry, Van Wilson | 


and Drew Kenna — had 
been cleared for redshirts 
by the national office. But 
the documentation for the 


- three players was not sent | 
to the state office, causing 


an infraction and making 


the players ineligible for a | 


medical hardship and 
third season. 


But after reviewing the | 


case, the MACJC granted 
medical hardships from 
the state and allowed to 
play a third season in base- 
ball. 

The letter from the 
MACJC. stated the follow- 
ing: 


See BASEBALL, Page 35 


East Central Community College’s Van Wil 
a home run in the season opener against Co- 
hit three home runs. 


— ss =n 


ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
son (33) celebrates with teammates after hitting 
lin last Thursday. After four games, Wilson has 
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‘Warriors off to 4-0 start as coach serves 12-game suspension 
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“Who would have ever mayan Pr 


Fortenberty gets start, win at ECCC- 


OAfter losing his eye, 


enduring numerous 
surgeries, pitcher returns 


If John Fortenberry possesses any- 
thing as strong as his right arm, it is 
without a doubt his determination. 

Last Saturday in Decatur Fortenberry 
made his regular-season pitching debut 
for the East Central Community College 
Warriors, just over one year after being 
struck in the face with a batted ball and 
losing his right eye as a result. 


When Fortenberry toed the pitching 
rubber on Saturday in the second game 
of a double-header with Jones Communi- 
ty College, decked out in a caged helmet 
welded by his father, Roddie, his per- 
formance most likely put to rest any 
doubts anyone had about his ability to 
pitch with just one eye. 

Over five innings, Fortenberry 
allowed only three hits (one of which was 
a two-run homerun), while striking out 
five. 

After Fortenberry exited the game 
with a 6-2 lead, his former CHS team- 
mate Kevin Hatch took the mound and 


earned the save in Fortenberry’s first col- 
legiate victory as a pitcher. 

While Fortenberry acknowledged that 
many people questioned his ability to 
return to the mound, he said he has 
refused to allow himself to think any dif- 
ferently despite undergoing six surgeries 
that included placing a titanium plate 
and 12 screws in the cheek bone around 
his crushed eye socket. 

“It was just another day,” Fortenberry 
said. “You can’t really take it any way 
other than that.” 


> See FORTENBERRY on 11A 
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Shortly, after he suffered 
the life and career-threatening 
injury last January in an 
intra-squad game Fortenberry 
_ yowed to return to baseball 
and has never admitted to hav- 
ing any doubts that he would. 

But, even though he never 
doubted he would pitch again, 
Fortenberry 


said he didn’t SS Te 


Ane ter the first 


expect things 


him 


“He’s a starting pitcher 
now. Who would have ever 
thought it? I think he did bet- 
ter than most people thought 
he would.” 

Major League Baseball 
scout and Walnut Grove resi- 
dent Art Gardner, who was in 
attendance on 
Saturday, for 
one, thought 


to go as well as Fortenberry’s 
they did on : return was 
Saturday. two or three pitches unlikely. 
“Truthful- jt all kind of fellinto Gardner 
ly,” he said, “I | $ said he called 
am very sur- piace. the MLB 
prised I did as -John Fortenberry office and 


well as I did, 
but after the 
first two or three pitches it all 
kind of fell into place.” 

Up until about two weeks 
Jake Yarborough had told 
Fortenberry he would be used 
as a relief pitcher this season, 
at least in the beginning. | 

But, about two weeks ago, 
Fortenberry said Yarborough 
told him he was going to be in 
the starting rotation. 

“That made me feel good,” 
Fortenberry said. “It was 
about the third or fourth 
inning before I realized how 
lucky I was to be pitching 
again.” 

Fortenberry’s mother, 
Dawn, hid her emotions well, 
hoping not to put any more 
pressure on her son than she 
figured he was already feeling. 

“John has just been going 
with the flow,” she said. “We 
were really, really proud of 


asked if any- 
one had ever 
returned to pitch after losing 
an eye and a subsequent 
search of the records produced 


no similar occurrences where 


sight was involved, 
Fortenberry said he will 
have another operation at the 
end of the season and then he 
will have a new prosthetic eye 
made. He currently does not 
have a prosthetic and he wears 
a patch at all times. 
Additional surgery became 
a necessity last summer after 





he was outfitted with his first 
prosthetic and the upcoming 
operation will ready. him for 
another, hopefully, permanent 
one, Fortenberry said. 
Fortenberry is scheduled to 
pitch for his second win on the 
season today (Thursday) when 
the Warriors travel to Gulf 
Coast Community College. 





ECCC Diamond W —— 
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mbers of the 2005 Diamond Warrior baseball team at East Central Community College include (front row, from left) Andre Coleman, Brandon Ezell, Jon Maxie, Sam Thames, shortstop James Harris, Morton; 
kia Mckee consis Kad AGG. Morton; Travis Butler, Chris Pierce, Kevin Gregory. (second row, from left) Josh Miller, first baseman Wes Cox, Forest; David Frey, Taylor Petty, Kevin Hatch, Jon Cole, Joseph 
Cavenuagh, catcher Josh Hawkins, Forest; Corey Coward, Cody Savell, Josh Yeager. (back row, from left) Bud Loper, Lucas Poole, Will Pearson, Marcus Davis, Justin Mullinax, Keith Edwards, outfielder John 
Harris, Morton; John Fortenberry, Ross Pine and Van Wilson. Jake Yarborough serves as head coach. Dusty Hillman is assistant coach. ass” SS UO) 








SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


suffered a career-ending injury. 
Fortenberry lost an eye after being struck 


Future Looks Brighter For Diamond Warriors 


DECATUR—After struggling through 
last’s year 12-29 campaign, which was 
hampered by injuries to several key play- 
ers, the outlook seems much brighter this 
season for the East Central Community 
College baseball team. 

The Diamond Warriors, who began 
2005 action by hosting Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College, are healthy and 
were ready to get the season underway, 
said fourth-year head coach Jake 
Yarborough. 

Although Yarborough was hesitant to 
predict wins and losses, he is confident 
that this year’s squad has what it takes to 
be successful. 

“This is the best defensive team that we 
have had in a while. We are very solid on 
the infield and we've got good speed in the 
outfield. Our pitchers are especially excit- 
ed about our defense. We also have good 
team speed, and I expect us to be success- 
ful running the bases,” Yarborough said. 

Scott County native players on the ros- 
ter include James Harris, shortstop; Ken 
fielder, all of Morton. The roster also 


Cox, first base, both of Forest. 


by a hard-liner during a preseason scrim- 
mage. Despite the handicap, Fortenberry 


said he is optimistic about returning to 


the mound. 
“T always dreamed of playing college 
baseball, and I still want to see if I can 


make it work. I guess I also like to prove 
people wrong. So many have told me that — 


I would not play again,” Fortenberry said. 
Yarborough said Fortenberry is adjust- 
ing well to his return to the team. 


“John is doing fine. He’s healthy and, 
happy to be back. I expect him to have a 


big impact on the team this year. I also 
SSD eCr A SD See on Oe 
mound,” Yarborough said. 

Yarborough said top returnees on the 
pitching staff include Josh Miller, Cody 
Savell and Kevin Hatch, each of whom 


had 1 en stats during fall competi- 


 hctioe puircp hetitee higutegtoo a 
bers last fall by fanning 28 batters*im 22 
innings of work. He allowed 15 hits. 

Savell, a right-hander, also had a suc- 
cessful fall campaign as he struck out 17 
batters over 18 innings and also gave up 15 
hits. 


Hatch, a right-hander, posted 12 strike 
outs in 18 innings of work and allowed 13 
hits. Yarborough said Hatch, a side-arm 





Scott County members of the 2005 Diamond Warrior baseball team at East Central Community College 
in Decatur and their respective high schools include (seated, from left) outfielder John Harris and short- 
stop James Harris, both of Morton; and (standing, from left) catcher Josh Hawkins and first baseman 
Wes Cox, both of Forest; and catcher Ken Gordon, Morton. Jake Yarborough serves as head coach. 
Dusty Hillman Is assistant coach. 


Another top returnee on the mound is 
Yarborough said top sluggers during 
fall competition were Corey Coward, Van 
Coward, a catcher/first baseman, bat- 
with a .423 average and had two home 


runs, four doubles and 13 RBIs. 

Wilson, an outfielder, posted a .360 aver- 
doubles during fall competition. Petty, a 
catcher/outfielder, also batted .360, and 
Davis, an outfielder/pitcher, had a .306 
triples, four doubles and 27 RBIs. 
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ECCC PHOTO 


ECCC DIAMOND GIRLS 
Members of the East Central Community College Diamond Girls for the 2005 season 
include (front row, from left) Tasha Boswell, Kenya Boyd, Morton; Amy Kennedy, Forest; 
Ronda Stroud, Shana Smith, (second row, from left) Daphanie Hatcher, Shay Moncrief, 
Anna Price, Lee Anne Rawson. (third row, from left) Lindsey Clark, Krist] Keene, Mary 
Catherine Hunt, Meagan Mills. (fourth row, from left) Kelli Evans, Tracy McMahan, 
Megan Slay, Forest; Amanda McMillan. (fifth row, from left) Sherrell Brown, Forest; Aly 
Burton, Jessica Fairchild, Forest. (sixth row, from left) Ashley Nichols, Morton; Keeley 
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_ Remaining 2005 Diamond Warrior Baseball Games: 

24 Thursday Coahoma. Decatur 1:30 RM. 
| 26 Saturday MS Delta + Moorhead 1:00 P.M, 
each Monday Jones Ellisville 2:00 P.M, 
1 Tuesday Pearl River Decatur 1:00 P.M, 
§ Saturday Southwest Decatur 1:00 P.M. 
8 Coahoma Clarksdale 1:30 P.M, 
li ——- Friday Itawamba Fulton 2:30 BM, 

17 = Thursday Northeast Booneville 1:00 P.M, | 
19 y Southwest Summit 1:00 P.M. 

y Co-Lin Wesson 1:00 P.M. — 
25 _—sé~ Friday *Holmes Decatur 1;00 RM. 
30 East MS Decatur 1:00 P.M. 

ed 
‘Hind | 700 P.M, 
uthw Deka State Uni. 2:00 P.M, 

*Holmes Goodman 3:00 P.M, | 

*East MS Scooba 2:00 P.M, 

*Meridian Decatur 1:00 PM. | 
*Hinds Decatur 1:00 P.M. 

GINIAN 
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three of which came in the sev- 
enth inning. He struck out five 
and walked one. He faced only 
batter over the minimum 
through four innings. 

Wilson and Coward both 
went 2-for-3 for the Warriors. 

MCC had four hits — all 
singles. 

“Four hits won't win that 
many games,” EMCC head 
coach Bill Baldner said. “And | 
think [ made a _ mistake 
coaching, I should have had a 
different bunt defense on (in 
the seventh inning) and I didn’t 
call it. | take some credit for 
that loss because our guys 
played their hearts out. We just 
didn't get any hits.” 

EMCC turned a pair of 
double plays. 

The Lions went up 1-0 in the 
top of the fourth as Mabry 
walked with two outs, stole 
second, and scored on a single 
by Joe Nickels. 

ECCC tied the game in the 
fifth as Wilson led off with a 
double to the wall in left field 
and scored on Coward's line 
drive single over shortstop. 

In the second game, the 
Lions were leading 3-0 and had 
the bases loaded with two outs 
in the top of the fifth. Cave- 
naugh dropped an inning- 
ending throw at second base 
from shortstop Chris Pierce 
and EMCC picked up eight 
runs before the third out was 
finally recorded. 

In the big inning, Lance 
Burnham had a two-run single, 
Adam Neal had an RBI single, 
and Tyler Maxwell launched a 
grand slam to left field to put 
the Lions up 11-0. 

“You can’t give an average 
team, and that’s what we are 


CARTHAGINIAN 





right 
because anything can happer 
and we proved that by swinging 
the bat and getting some big 
hits with two outs,” Baldnei 


now, one extra ou 


said. “I felt bad for then 
because I know coach Yarbor 
ough works on that, but I fel 
good that we could capitalize 
on it.” 

ECCC kept the game going 
for another inning by scoring 
four runs in the bottom of the 
fifth. Ken Gordon had a two-rur 
single, Pierce drew a bases 
loaded walk, and Marcus Davis 
had a sacrifice fly. 

Burnham, Neal, and Rich: 
mond Alexander all had RB! 
singles for EMCC in the top o! 
the sixth. Neal finished 3-for-4, 
while Burnham was 2-for-4 with 
three RBIs. 

Jonathan Russell (5-2) got 
the win, allowing six hits and 
striking out six. 

Wilson went 
ECCC. 

“We had our opportunities to 
do some things that second 
game and we just didn't do it,” 
Yarborough said. “There were 
some routine plays that should 
have been made. We could have 
hit the ball better in some situ- 
ations. Pitching, we hit too 
many and walked too many. 
When you do that, you leave 
yourself in a bad situation. 

“Russell did a good job on 
the mound and they played 
pretty good baseball, so give 
them a lot of credit. They hit 
the ball pretty good. We just 
didn't execute that second 
game.” 

Warrior starter John Forten- 
berry (3-4) took the loss, giving 
up only two hits, but walking 
three and hitting four batters in 
4*.innings. He struck out three. 


2-for-2 for 
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Holmes takes two from Warriors 
By Marty Stamper / staff writer 


Frida Y, March 2 5, ZOOS 11:35 PM CST 


DECATUR - The Holmes Community College Bulldogs took over first 
place in the MACIJC Central Division baseball standings with a 3-2, 
9-6 sweep of East Central Community College Friday afternoon at 
Jamie Clark Memorial Stadium. 


Holmes improved to 4-0 in the division and 22-11 overall, while 
ECCC fell to 0-2 and 15-13. : 
The Warriors had their chances in both games, but were unable to 
capitalize. 


In the opener, ECCC's Josh Miller and Holmes' Brent Telano both 
turned in solid performances on the mound. Miller (5-1) tossed a 
five-hitter with no walks and four strikeouts. Telano (2-2) gave up 
five hits and one walk while striking out seven. 





Ironically, both ran into the little trouble they faced in the same 
inning. Holmes got four of its five hits in the top of the fifth to take | 
3-0 lead. Jared Elmore had a two-out, two-run triple to right-center 
field and scored on a single by Mario Thomas. 

+ 
The Warriors managed three of their five hits in the bottom of the . d 
fifth with Van Wilson getting a leadoff single and scoring on a two- bes 
run homer to left field by David Frey. . 


aT 


Holmes' Tolliver McMullen was the game's only batter with more 
than one hit as he had a pair of singles. 


In the second game, the Warriors scored twice in the bottom of the 
second inning and once in both the third and fourth frames to take a 
4-2 lead. 


A defensive collapse by the Warriors, along with some solid Bulldog 
hits, enabled Holmes to rack up seven runs in the top of the fifth. 
ECCC committed three errors in the rally with the Bulldogs also 
getting three doubles. Telano, Marcus Spann and Thomas each had 


r 


http://www.meridianstar.com/articles/2005/03/26/local_sports/local_and_prep/b3-holmes.txt 3/26/2005 
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a two-bagger in the frame. 


"We just didn't get the hits when we needed them in the first 
game," said ECCC head coach Jake Yarborough. "We played good 
defense. Their pitcher did a good job and kept us down. We couldn't 
ever get anything going against him. You've got to hit the ball to 
score runs. Especially if they are throwing strikes, you've got to put 
it in play. 


"In the second game, they had some hits, but we made errors and 
should have been out of the (fifth) inning. When you make that; 
many errors, you give those guys extra at-bats, it makes our _ 
pitchers pitch more pitches, and it puts them on base and eventually 
they're going to score. You can't do that to your pitcher. You've got 
to make plays behind him and give him some support. We definitely 
shot ourselves in the foot.” 


Wilson had two doubles and a single for ECCC in the second game. 
Marcus Davis had three singles. Ross Pine added a pair of doubles. 


Holmes got two doubles from Spann and a pair of singles from Matt 
Buchanan. 


Cody Savell (3-3) took the loss, and Kolby Green recorded the win 
with relief from Caleb Cain. : 
ECCC returns to action on Wednesday when East Mississippi 
Community College comes to Decatur for a 1 p.m. division 
doubleheader. 


‘Archives | Emailthis story | Print this story 
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The Holmes Community College Bulldogs _ five hits in the top of the fifth to take a 3-0 lead. 
took over first place in the MACJC Central Jared Elmore had a two-out, two-run triple to 


Division baseball standings with a tight-center and scored on a single by Mario 

3-2, 9-6 sweep of East Central | by Thomas, 

Community College Friday after- The Warriors managed three of their five hits 

noon at Jamie Clark Memoria] in the bottom of the fifth with Van Wilson getting 

Stadium in Decatur. .. a leadoff single and scoring on a two-run homer 
Holmes improved to 4-0 in the division and to left field by David F rey. 

22-11 overall, while EC fell to 0-2 and 15-13. Holmes’ Tolliver McMullen was the game's 
The Warriors had their chances in both games, only batter with more than one hit as he had a 

but were unable to capitalize. pair of singles. . 
In the opener, EC’s Josh Miller and Holmes’ In the second game, the Warriors scored twice 


Brent Telano both turned in solid performances in the bottom of the second inning and once in 

on the mound. Miller (5-1) tossed a five-hitter both the third and fourth frames to take a 4-2 

with no walks and four strikeouts. Telano (2-2) lead. 

gave up five hits and one walk while striking out A defensive collapse by the Warriors, along 

Seven. with some solid Bulldog hits, enabled Holmes to 
Ironically, both ran into the little trouble they rack up seven runs in the top of the fifth. EC 

faced in the same inning. Holmes got four of ifs committed three errors in the rally with the 


iv Holmes 


ulldogs also getting three doubles. Telano, (fifth) inning, When you make that many errors, 
ace Spann, bh Thomas each had a two-bag- you give those BUYS extra at-bats, it makes our 
ger in the frame. ae pitchers pitch more pitches, and it puts them on 
“We just didn't get the | base and eventually they re going to score, You 
hits when we needed them | —_ can t do that to your pitcher. You've got to make 
in the first game,” EC head ii : plays behind him and give him some support. We 
coach Jake Yarborough ii 9% definitely shot ourselves in the loot. 4 
said. “We played good ot te Wilson had (wo doubles and’a single for EC in 
defense, Their pitcher did a ~~» 4 _ the second game: Marcus Davis had three singles. 
good job and kept us down. " Ross Pine added a pair of doubles. 
We couldn't ever get any-~ | Holmes. got two doubles from Spann and a 
thing going against him. pair of singles from Matt Buchanan. me 
You've got to hit the ball to _ Cody Savell (3-3) took the loss with Kolby 
score runs. Especially if Green getting the win with relief from Caleb 
hey ar ‘ing strikes, Cain. 
erent erplay ) | EC returns to action today when East 
“In the second game; Jake Yarborough Mississippi comes to Decatur for a | p.m. divi- 
they had some hits, but we sion doubleheader. The Lions are 1-3 in the divi- 
made errors and should have been out of the sion and 13-17 overall. 
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Davis Leads ECCC 
Sluggers; Miller Top Hurler 


DECATUR--Sopho- 
mores Marcus Davis of 
Magee and Josh Miller of 
ElysianFields, Texas, are 
East Central Community 
College's top slugger and 
hurler, respectively, fol- 
lowing 26 games of the 
2005 campaign. 

Davis has posted a .329 
batting average, which in- 


(one homer; 12 RBIs); out- 
fielder Joseph Cavenaugh 
of Newton County, .250 
(10 RBIs); catcher/out- 
fielder Taylor Petty of 
Neshoba Central, .245; 
first baseman/outfielder 
Will Pearson of Newton 
County, .245; shortstop 
James Harris of Morton, 
237 (16 RBIs); and out- 
fielder Van Wilson of West 


mark with a .42 ERA; 
right-hander Cody Savell 
of Newton, 3-2 witha 1.87 
ERA; and right-hander 
Keith Edwards of Louis- 
ville, 2-0 witha 4.24 ERA. 
The Diamond Warriors are 
15-13 overall and 0-2 in 
division competition prior to 
Wednesday's home 
doubleheader with East 
Mississippi Community 


fan, : ; 
cludes siz:-home runs, ) 1s ecaate, 232 (three College, which gets under- 
triple. two doubles and 19 homers: 11 RBIs) way at 1 p.m. at Jamie 
RBls. Miller,a southpaw, 7) "~~ Clark Memorial Field on 
| ) Be . Other top hurlers are right- 

hander Kevin Hatch of ays. 
ERA. He has fanned 38 C a te 3-1 
batters and walked 20, tees tage, WO DAS 
In addition to Davis, other 
ECCC players having suc- 


cess at the plate and their 
respective averages in- 
clude pitcher/first 
baseman Ross Pine, a 
product of Live Oak (La.) 
High School, .308 (one 
homer; six RBIs); catcher/ 


ard of Noxapater, .253 
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RIPPING FOR A HIT 


Former Morton Panther James Harris takes a cut at a pitch for the East Central 
Community 's Warrior baseballl Friday in a doubleheader against Holmes. Harris 





games. 
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neni a ING THE SIGNALS 


Morton Panther Ken Gordon waits for the signal from the East Central 




















ollege’s Wai og ga vagehelney the ty 
a doubleheader ainst Holme - Gordon and the Wanors dropped both games. 
=e, ss “ 
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SC DIAMOND 
WARRIORS 
Several Scott County baseball players are 
on the roster for the East Central 
Community College’s Warrior baseball 
Bearcat Wes Cox and above: former 
~ above left, Is a former Morton Panther. 
His twin brother, John qualified for a med- 
| leal redshirt and is not playing. 
s se 4 
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Warriors | 


By Tony Krausz 
sports editor 

Meridian Community College showed no 
signs of panic in the second game of a Central 
Division doubleheader against East Central 
ean College on Saturday at Scaggs 
Field. 

Despite falling behind 4-0 after the first half 
inning and the Eagles’ 
pitcher showing control 
| problems, MCC just went to 
| work at the plate. 

The Eagles evened the 
game at four in the bottom of 
the first inning en route to a 

t 14-4, six-inning win in the 
second part of the double dip. MCC (26-4) won 
the first game 11-0 in five innings over ECCC 
(16-17). 

“They shoved it right in our face in the 
second game, 4-0 is a tough mountain to 
climb,” said Eagles shortstop Michael Murray, 
“Putting four runs back up there clogged them 
down a little bit, and it gave us the confidence 
to go right in.” 

Murray started MCC's early-game rally 
leading off the bottom of the first with a single 
and scoring the Eagles’ first run of game two 
off a balk by ECCC pitcher Cody Savell, 

MCC third baseman Brian Frichter followed 
the balk with a two-run home run over the 
right-field wall to bring the Warriors’ lead down 
to one, and catcher Tommy Lott tied the game 
with an RBI single, 

“It helped a lot,” Frichter said of the home 
run, “(Center fielder Toddrick Johnson) said 
we needed to scratch two runs. Mike (Murray) 
came up with the first hit, Todd got the next hit, 
Joey (Lieberman) moved them over, and I got 
a slider away and just hit it out.” 

The Eagles took the lead for good in the 
second inning of game two, getting back-to- 
back RBI singles from Frichter and Dillon Sud- 
duth for a 6-4 lead. 

Murray, who terrorized ECCC at the plate 
throughout the second game going 5-for-5, 





peal irk: 
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IN BEFORE THE TAG 


Meridian Commnity College’s Josh McBride beats the tag of East Central Community 


College’s Chris lierce with a steal of second. 


boosted MCC’ sadvantage to 7-4 with a solo 
homer in the tird. The shortstop finished the 
second game wh four singles and the homer, 
after hitting on single in the first game. 

“The kid isyhenomenal,” said MCC head 
coach Chad Calet of Murray. “It is going to be 
a sad day whe | have to let him go. He is 
every thing yo want to coach.” 

The Eaglesut the finishing touch on their 
run-rule win ithe secend game in the bottom 
of the’sixth, sering seven runs off five hits and 
a balk. N 

Liebermargot things ong the game- 
endinginningwitha three-run hemer over the 
left-field wall hto astiffwind that was blowing 
out 40 right fidd fota 10-4 lead. . 

Frichter, who flowed the homer with a 


double, scored on a balk, and Trey Jones upped 
MCC's lead to 12-4 by drawing a bases-loaded 
walk that scored Sudduth. 

Murray ended the game with his fourth 
single of the contest, this one a two-run shot to 
left field for the 10-run victory. 

“That's just luck,” Murray said of his per- 
formance at the plate. “I put some good swings 
on it and found holes. That is the name of the 
game. It just happened to be my day today.” 

Frichter went 3-for-4 with a single, double 
and homer in the second game, and Johnson, 
Sudduth and Lott each had two singles. 
panies Ken Gordon hit two doubles in the 
OSs, 


See Eagles 
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Silent V 
ground Eagles 


By Tony Krausz 
sports editor 

ree ae AI — Jake Yarborough didn’t say a 
wor 

East Central Community College’s head 
baseball coach refrained 
from delivering a between- 
game speech to his team 
following a tough 4-3 loss 
to Meridian Community 
College in the opening 
game of a Central Division 
doubleheader on Tuesday. 

The silent treatment worked, as the War- 
riors scorched the Eagles for 11 runs in the 
first inning of the nightcap en route to a 16-3 
victory to earn a split at Chris Gay [V Memo- 
rial Field. 

“We didn’t talk. Nobody said a word.” 
Yarborough said of the time between games 
one and two. “Our guys knew what the had to 
do. I didn’t need to give a speech. They knew 
what to do, and that was basically it.” 

The split put ECCC’s overall record at 23- 
21, and the Warriors are 4-10 in Central Divi- 
sion play. The game-two win kept ECCC on 
pace in the playoff hunt, as the Warriors’ 
entered Tuesday a game behind East Missis- 
sippi Community College. 

If EMCC swept Holmes Community Col- 
lege on Tuesday, ECCC will need to win its 
final two games of the season on Saturday 
against Hinds Community College to tie 
EMCC for the final playoff spot. If EMCC 
split with Holmes, ECCC can clinch a post- 
season berth with a sweep of Hinds or a share 
of the final spot with a split on Saturday. 
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We had a he, to wrap up 
conference on our own, 
and we didnt rise 
to the occasion. 


MCC head coach 
Chad Caillet 


“Every game we play now is very impor- 
tant,” Yarborough said. “I'm just proud of the 
way our guys jumped on them early and did a 
good job of swinging the sticks.” 

MCC, which would have clinched the Cen- 
tral Division title with two wins over ECCC, 
couldn't stop the charging Warriors from the 
start in the second game of the doubleheader. 

ECCC swung through three MCC pitchers, 
as the Warriors slapped the Eagles around for 
11 runs on five hits. MCC also committed 
two errors in the double-digit run first inning. 

The Warriors sent 15 batters to the plate in 
the opening inning, ECCC’s Chris Pierce and 
Taylor Petty each hit two-run singles, and 
Van Wilson hit an RBI double. 

The Warriors also scored one run on a 
fielder’s choice and two runs off two seperate 
Eagles’ errors. 

ECCC’s Corey Coward capped the first- 
inning scoring with a three-run home run 
over the left-field wall. 

“It's very, very, very disappointing,” said 
Eagles head coach Chad Caillet, whose team 
is 33-7 overall and 13-1 in the Central and 
finish the season with a doubleheader against 
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172,978, 
Sterling 
enseth, 
46,7179. 
Michael 
ayfield, \ all 


0. Wes 


ach, 


N.H 


oum"s on Saturday. “We had a chance to 
‘llv'p conference on our own, and we didn’t 
/, the occasion. I never thought we could 
°N his poor.” 

¢ “CC increased its lead to 13-0 in the 
* ad inning off an RBI triple from Wilson 

‘an RBI single from Petty. 
rey Jones drove in a run for MCC in the 
ffi inning with a sacrifice ground out, but 
~C answered with three more runs off a 
‘fee-run homer by Petty in the fourth inning 
f0\a 16-1 lead. MCC's Michael Murray closed 
‘he scoring with a two-run single in the top of 


fifth inning on a wild pitch. 
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2 SAFE AT HOME 
intral Community College's James Harris scores a run for the Warriors as Meridian 
ynity College’ssTommy Lott loses the handle on the ball. 


the fifth in the run-ruled game. 

Josh Miller recorded the win for ECCC, 
allowing one run on one hit with four strike- 
outs in four innings. Petty went 4-for-4 with six 
RBIs, and Wilson finished with a double, triple 
and two RBIs, 

Michael Robbins took the loss, lasting only 
a third of an inning. He gave up eight runs, 
one earned, off four hits and four walks. 








McC 4 
ECCC 3 

The Eagles’ game-one win 
didn’t look much better than 
their game-two loss. 

MCC came back from 
deficits of 1 and 2 runs to tie 
the game at 3, and the Eagles 
scored the winning run in the 


playing sharp at all, and we 
actually stole one away from 
(ECCC),” said Caillet, whose 
team produced just eight hits 
in the doubleheader. 

ECCC took a 1-0 lead in 
the second inning off a MCC 
error that allowed Ross Pine 
to score, but the Eagles tied 
the. game at 1 in the top of 
the third inning, scoring on a 
Warriors error. , 


See MCC 
Page D5 
ECCC took a 3-1 lead in _ balls and wild pitches. They 
the bottom of the third, took advantage of that.” : 
scoring on a wild pitch and a Dusty Davis took the win, 


sacrifice bunt from James 
Harris. 

The Eagles tied the game 
again in the top of the fourth 
inning, scoring on a wild 
pitch and a single by Joey 
Lieberman. 

“You can’t make a lot of 
mistakes against (MCC),” 
‘Yarborough said. “We walked 
some guys, had some passed 


giving up no runs on one hit 
with three strikeouts in four 
innings of relief. Lieberman 
went 3-for-4. | 

Cody Savell took the loss, 
allowing one run on two hits 
with three strikeouts in 3's 
innings of relief. Marcus 


Davis and Will Pearson eac 
had two hits. 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors Sweep 


Hinds; 


DECATUR--Powered 
by Marcus Davis’ three 
home runs and Sam 
Thames’ game-winning 
single, East Central Com- 
munity College swept a 
doubleheader from Hinds 
Community College Satur- 
day afternoon thus quali- 
fying for the Region 23 
Tournament scheduled 
May 5-8 at Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community 
College in Perkinston. 

The Diamond Warriors, 
who improved to 25-21 
overall and 6-10 in division 
competition under fourth- 
year head coach Jake 
Yarborough, cruised to a 
9-2 victory in the first game 
and rallied for three runs 
in the bottom of the sev- 
enth to take an 8-7 victory 
in the nightcap. East Cen- 
tral and Northeast were 
tied for the final spot in the 
Region Tournament but 
the Tigers were eliminated 
following a weekend split 
with rival Northwest. 

Davis, a sophomore out- 
fielder/pitcher from 


Magee, gave EC a 1-0 


lead in the first inning of 





game one and later added — 7 — | | 
atwo-runbiastfortheeasy ‘R \ : . CARTHAGINIAN | 
win. Designated hitter | 7 . an Te) MOCRAT 
Ross Pine, a product of IMES VA : NESHOBA DEMO ; 
Live Oak High School in NEWTON RECORD _ 
+. so = | 
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as he sent a towering shot 
over the right field lights. 
Pine was also credited with 
a single. Other EC sluggers 
were Corey Coward of 
Noxapater, two singles; and 
James Harris of Morton 
and Will Pearson and Jo- 
seph Cavenaugh, both of 
Newton County, singles 
each. 

Southpaw Josh Miller of 
Elysian Fields, Texas, 
picked up the win for East 
Central, improving to 9-2. 
Miller fanned four and al- 
lowed eight hits in six in- 
nings of work. Right- 


m2 er 
a 


hander Kevin Hatch of 
Carthage worked the sev- 
enth inning and allowed 
two hits and fanned one, 
Thames’ heroics occurred 
with one out, the bases 
loaded and the game tied 
at 7-7. Thames, a product 
of Newton County Acad- 
emy, also singled earlier in 
the contest. 

Other sluggers in the one- 
run victory were Davis, 
home run and two singles; 
Van Wilson of West Lau- 
derdale, double and single; 
Coward and Harris, two 
singles each; Ken Gordon 


Qualify for Region Tournament 


of Morton, double; and 
Pearson, single. 
Right-hander Cody Sayell 
of Newton was credited 
with the win, improving his 
record to 4-6. Savell was 
on the mound for three in- 
nings, allowing four runs on 
seven hits. Right-hander 
John Fortenberry of 
Carthage started on the 
mound for the Warriors 
and was relieved after 
four innings of work. 
Fortenberry fanned one, 
walked two and allowed 
eight hits. 
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to clinch 


—ope win to draw 






ready for 
regionals 


By Tony Krausz 
‘sports editor 
DECATUR — East Central 
Community College may have 
been idle on the baseball diamond 
for a week and a half entering the 
Region XXIII Baseball Tourna- 
ment on Thursday, but the team 
already had a taste of postseason 
play this year. —— 
The Warriors (18-17) entered 


the final week of the regular 


win two games 
~spot.and one 
win to tie East Mississippi Com- 
munity College for the final berth 
from the Cen- -— wa 
tral Division EF , 
into the post-- . 
season. 
ECCC | 
picked up its F 


eeding to 





Wie with . 
EMCC when the Warriors split a 
Central Division doubleheader 


with Meridian Community College 
__ in Decatur on April 19, oe 


——— 
= 








Four days after finishing the 
regular season with no less than a 
tie for a postseason berth, ECCC 
swept Hinds Community College 
in a home divisional doubleheader 
to earn a trip to the Region XXIII 
tournament, with an extra win 
than neccessary to its credit. 

“The guys responded,” said 
ECCC head coach Jake Yarbor- 


ough of the stretch run to end the 


season. “The time to be playing 
well is now, and we seem to be 
peaking at the right time. We are 
very excited about playing in the 
region tournament.” 

ECCC will open the Region 
XXIII tournament against Missis- 
sippi Gulf Coast Community Col- 
lege, the tourney’s host team. 

The Warriors and Bulldogs will 
play the final game of the tourna- 
ment’s opening day, which 1s 
scheduled to start at 7 p.m. 

Though ECCC wilt be playing 
on Gulf Coast’s home turf, Yarbor- 
ough said, he isn’t too worried 
about the Bulldogs holding home- 


). field advantage. 


. “When you get down there, any- 
“body can win,” Yarborough said. 
“Itis about getting hot at the right 
time in the playoffs. I told the 
guys, if we get in, anything can 
happen.” 

Thursday's game will be the 
Warriors’ second trip to the com- 
munity college in Perkinston this 


See Warriors 
Page D? 
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year. ECCC faced Gulf Coast 
on Feb. 17 on the Bulldogs’ 
home field. 

The Warriors fell in both 
games of the doubleheader, 
their first losses of the 
season. ECCC started the 
year with six straight wins on 
its home field. 

Yarborough said he isn't 
putting too much stock in 
what happened against the 
Bulldogs in February as the 
teams get set to meet two 
months later, 

“Both team are going to 
be very different at this time 
of year,” Yarborough said. 
“We made a lot of errors and 

veren't very sharp when we 
played them (in F ebruary). 
It is going to be like two dif- 
ferent teams when we play 
each other again.” 

One of the biggest differ. 
ences from the first two 


games these two squads 
played will be ECCC’s 
Starting pitcher, 

€ Warriors will use Josh 
Miller in the first game of the 
region tournament, The left- 
hander went 9-2 with a 2,42 
ERA in the regular season, 
and he struck out 72 batters 
in 70 innings pitched. 

“I'm sure they (Gulf 
Coast) has a good club, but 
they didn’t see Josh the first 
se we played,” Yarborough 


said. 

And though ECCC hasn't 
seen any game action since 
its sweep of Hinds in late 
April, the Warriors have 
Stayed sharp on the field. 





ECCC held an evening prac- _ 


tice on Tuesday to get ready 
for the night game against 
Gulf Coast on Thursday. 

“We are = stil] sharp,” 
Yarborough said, “We have 

n working just as hard as 
we did during the season. 
Our guys are OK.” 


Pitching 
Carries ECCC 
in tourney 


PERKINSTON —Josh Mj r 
and Cody Savell put East peead 
Community College in the driver's 
Seat entering the third day of the 
Region XXIII Baseball Tourna- 
"Then 

Ae Warriors’ pitching duo 
threw back-to-back eoroplete 
a on Thursday and Friday, 
keeping 


prime 
itching order 
at the region 
tournament. 


ee a ave | —— 
only given up 
three runs in 
18 innings,” 
— ECCC 
sine bade. h _~C TONY KRAUSz 
Jake Yarbor- pi a 
couldn't be more pleased.” 
| and Savell) did their 





jobs,” Yarborough said. “They Sask a ail 


hung in there os pitched nine- 
mnng games. That is great for our 
guys on the itching staff to keep 
everyone fresh. laff to keep 
_, Willer locked into a dazzlin 
pitcher’s duel with Missle 
Gulf Coast Community College’s 
osting the regional, on Thursday, 
se Aye oe Bulldogs 
ers Combined to give up iy 
nine fang eebined to give up just 


matchup the ECCC won 2-0, 
out seven and issued two walks to 


take the complete-game win, 
,_ Clark allowed just four hits in 
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was be a pitct ing iz battle. it 

was a duel to see who was going to 

last longer. Once it got tight, I told” 

coach I feel like the defense can 

play behind me, my pitch countis 

staying down and | feel I can go 

the whole way.” __ = 
The Gulf Coast pitcher's onl 

true miscue came in the top of the 

fifth inning when ECCC’s James 

Harris turned on a 2-0 piteh and 

sent a ball over the left-field wall at 

Ken Curly Farris Field, 

_ Harris’ home run was only East 
Central's second base hit of the 
game. 

ECCC scratched out an insur- 
ance run in the top of the sixth, 
staring with right fielder Van 
Wilson drawing a one-out walk. 

Taylor Petty notched hits 
number three for the Warriors 
with a single after the walk, and 
Corey Coward followed a strikeout 
with a single that brought home 
Wilson for the two-run advantage. 

After the two-hit outburst in the 

sixth, Clark locked down ECCC’s 

offense again not allowing | 
striking out the last six batters he 
faced. 
Miller was just as nasty in the 
game's final third. 
~ The ECCC hurler struck out 
_ two batters in the seventh inning, 
one in the eighth and the first 
batter he faced in the bottom of 
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Savell pitches all nine 
innings in win over Bears 


By Tony Krausz 
_ Sports editor 
PERKINSTON — Cody Savell let his 
defense do his job, and an East Central Com- 
munity College pitcher completed another 
game in the Region XXIII Baseball Tourna- 
ment on Friday. 


1 
The defense made all the plays 
today. I can’t take any of the credit. 


ECCC pitcher 
Cody Savell 


Savell pitched a complete game in the War- 










a7 j tiors’ 9-3. victory over Can't take any of the credit,” Savell said, “The 
wt a: , | Southwest Mississippi defense and hitters did it all.” 
é' . | . ECCC (27-21) will face Meridian Commu- 


Community College (19-24) 

to advance in the regional 

| | winner's bracket. The loss 

| eliminated Southwest from 
the tournament. 


nity College at 4 p.m. today. The winner of 
that game will move into the regional cham- 
pionship game at 1 p.m. Sunday. The loser will 
play in an elimination game at 7 p.m. today. 

— — Savell gave up three runs The Warriors should be in good shape on 
off eight hits with one strikeout in the win, as ‘he mound for the championship run, as 
the Warriors defense didn’t commit an error -ECCC s Josh Miller pitched a complete-game 


_ 
e 


id ted two double plays in the win, _ a 
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nity C oe Taaize Harrie B a score 
ss : ie open with Mame run, “and the 


sas c defeated ihe | 
tournament's host team, 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College, 2-0}. 
in a contest dominated by L ag 
pitching in the last of ty 
three games on Thursday. | 
The Warriors and Bu : — 
| i high for just nine hits in ‘the nine- 


inning gam 

| ECCC 8 starting pitcher Josh Miller, who 
| recorded the win, gave up ave hits with six 
strikeouts in the complete-game effort. 
Gulf Coast starter nee" = Cl; lark 
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allowed four hits in nN innings. Clark had 


16 strikeouts — striking out the last six hit- 
ters he faced — in the loss. , 
ECCC added its second run in the sixth 


- inning off an RBI single by Corey Coward 


brought home Van Wilson. The War- 


fae oe recorded two hits in the sixth, the 


righest hit total in one inning by either team. 


ECC will play Southwest Mississippi 


Community College in the second round of 
the tournament at 4 p.m. today. Gulf Coast — 
will face Delgado (La.) Community College 
at 1 p.m. today i in an elimination game. _ 
The winner of the six-team, double elim- 
jnation regional — which also includes 
Meridian Community College and Missis- 
sippi Delta Community College — advances 
to a Super Regional i in Fort Smith, Ark. The 
pao XXIII tourney is scheduled to end on 








Central ir proved its record to 26-21 














Harris’ home eh: “tha I to 28-23. 
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Warriors 
win in 10 
innings 


By Tony Krausz 
sports editor 
PERKINSTON — Corey Coward 
ripped a single up the middle for 
one run and Marcus Davis scored 
on an error during the same nl to 
propel East Cen- | i 
tral Community 
College to an 
extra-inning win 
on Saturday. AY 
Coward’s RBI Fy 
single broke a 7- 
run tie in the top 
of the 10th inning, and ECCC being 
on to defeat Mississippi Delta Com- 
munity College 9-7 in 10 innings in a 
winners’ bracket game at the 








WEEK OF May 
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three innings of relief. 

“(Hatch) just did his job 
again for us tonight,” said 
Warriors head coach Jake 
Yarborough,~ whose team 
improved to 28-21. “When we 
get into a tight situation, he is 
the guy we go to.” 


Hatch, who entered the © 


game with the score tied at 7, 
finished the contest by 
picking off a runner at first 

ase, after he fake a pickoff 
move to third. 

The Trojan runner froze 
between first and second 
base, and the Warriors put 
him out with a throw from 
the Coward to shortstop 
Chris Pierce. 

“It is a move that seems 





field wall in the top of the 
fourth 

ECCC designated hitter 
Ross Pine drove in another 
run with a single in the top of 
the fifth, and Will Pearson 
brought home a run with a 
double that bounced off the 
first-base bag for a 5-0 War- 
rior lead. 

MDCC tied the game at 5 
in the bottom of the fifth, 
scoring off four hits and an 
error. Trojans first baseman 
Neal Henry scored his team’s 
first run on a wild pitch, and 
MDCC’s Jacob Maggard, 
Brandon Herring, Trent Jen- 
nings and Mike Banchetti 
each drove in one runs, 

ECCC responded with a 
run in the top of the sixth to 
take a 6-5 lead. Chris Pierce 


Region XXIII Baseball Tournament. ir Gets drove in Van Wilson — who 
ECCC — which hasn't lost a ike SAS Se for aid Hatch. moved to third base on two 

game in the regional —advanced to é +4 ne Hee re ; 7 * errors by MDCC — with a 

the championship game at 1 p.m. is Oummproved 10°41 Tor the ingle. 

today, needing to win just one game The Ww aid MDCC came back in the 

to move into the Super Regional at e Warriors didn’t  ,ottom of the sixth to take its 


Fort Smith, Ark. They will play the 
winner of Saturday's game between 
Meridian Community College and 
Mississippi Delta. 

“It was overwhelming,” said 
Coward, who went 2-for-6 with two 
RBIs, of the game winning hit. “We 
came back and got control of the 
game, and we got the lucky, win- 
_ hing hit.” 

ECCC finally had to dip into ios 
bullpen to win a game in the contest 
against MDCC (26-23). 

The Warriors, whose first two 
| pny in ae eurncioeat went the 





appear to be in any need of 
the late-game heroics they 
used to win early in the 
game. 

Coward gave ECCC a 1-0 
lead in the top of the first 
inning with an RBI single. 

Warriors second baseman 
Joseph Cavenaugh scored in 
the top of third off an error 
by Trojans pitcher Antonio 
Garth, who tried to throw 
home after catching a high 
bouncer from Coward, to 
give ECCC a 2-0 ot | 


Warriors’ lead! te ee . 
solo home run » dew ee tote 









first lead of the game (7-6), 
courtesy of a two-run home 
run from pinch hitter Brad 
Aldridge. 

ECCC’'s Marcus Davis tied 
the game at 7 in the top of 
the eighth, as Cavenaugh 
scored on his groundout to 
the shortstop. 

“You have to have char- 
acter to bounce back like 
that, and this team has a lot of 
character,” Yarborough said. 
“I told them a few weeks ago 
that this is a special group, 
and they can do a lot of good 

is they play together.” 
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Warriors ink four ba 








WEEK OF fay" 


seball piaeaee 


Four area baseball standouts have signed national letters of intent with East 
Central Community College in Decatur, announced Diamond Warrior head 


coach Jake Yarborough. 


Joining the ECCC bey {x2 2005-06. are Josh Denson, a 6-foot, 160-pound 


infielder/outfielder/pi 





er/outfielder and Lake Bath * Sa 





thage; Joe Patterson, a 6-4, 215-pound pitch- 
165-pound outfielder, both of Morton; 


and Jordan Robinson, a 6-1, 170-pound infielder/outfielder/pitcher of Union. 
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Savell pitches all nine innings in win over Bears 
By Tony Krausz / sports editor 


rm, or 
" 


PERKINSTON - Cody Savell let his defense do his job, and an East 
Central Community College pitcher completed another game in the 
Region XXIII Baseball Tournament on Friday. 


Savell pitched a complete game in the Warriors’ 9-3 victory over 
Southwest Mississippi Community College (19-24) to advance in the 
regional winner's bracket. The loss eliminated Southwest from the 
tournament. 


Savell gave up three runs off eight hits with one strikeout in the 
win, as the Warriors defense didn't commit an error and executed 
two double plays in the win. 





"The defense made all the plays today. I can't take any of the 
credit,” Savell said. "The defense and hitters did it all." 


ECCC (27-21) will face Meridian Community College at 4 p.m. today. 
The winner of that game will move into the regional championship 
game at 1 p.m. Sunday. The loser will play in an elimination game 
at 7 p.m. today. 





The Warriors should be in good shape on the mound for the 
championship run, as ECCC's Josh Miller pitched a complete-game 
shutout over host Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College on 
Thursday. 


"You need great defense and good pitching to win championships," 
said ECCC head coach Jake Yarborough. "We have only given up 
three runs in the last 18 innings. I couldn't be more pleased. 


"We are in good shape with our pitching,” Yarborough said. "We 
have only used two pitchers, and that is really great for our staff." 


ECCC answered every Southwest offensive output in Friday's win. 


The Warriors answered the Bears’ run in the top of the first inning 
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with two runs in the bottom of the first, and after Southwest scored 
twice in the top of the fourth, ECCC tallied six unanswered runs for 
the win. 


“We put the ball in play a lot, and we hit the ball well,” Yarborough 
said. "We went out there and were aggressive with the sticks." 


Southwest third baseman Cody White drove in the game's first run 
with an RBI single in the top of the first inning. 


ECCC center field Marcus Davis didn't allow Southwest to hold a 1-0 
lead long, as he drove a two-run home run over the right-field wall 
in the bottom of the first. 


"It was a pretty big hit," Davis said. "It was a bit of a momentum 
changer." 


ECCC added another run to its lead in the bottom of the second off 
an RBI single by Chris Pierce, but Southwest tied the score in the 
top of the fourth inning. 


Bears pitcher Trent Malbrough drove in a run with an RBI single 
after Warriors hurler Cody Savell walked the bases loaded, and Pat 
Barnes drove in another run with a single to tie the score at 3. 


ECCC retook the lead by a run with two infield hits in the bottom of 
the fourth. 


Warriors catcher Taylor Petty brought home Joseph Cavenaugh with 
a single into the hole that the Bears’ shortstop couldn't get to first 
base in time. Cavenaugh had reached on an infield popup that fell 
between Southwest's pitcher and second baseman. 


ECCC increased its lead to 5-3 in the fifth inning as Corey Coward - 
who led off with a double - scored on a fielder’s choice by James 
Harris. 


The Warriors scored four runs in the sixth off three hits and an error 
for a six-run advantage. 


Coward brought home two runs with a bases-loaded single, and 
Ross Pine drove home a run with a single. ECCC's final run of the 
sixth scored on a fielder’s choice. 


"Once we got the lead again, it was like (Southwest) gave up," 
Davis said. “Our pitching was there, and our defense backed him up. 
It was a pretty good game." 


Petty went 3-for-5 for the Warriors, and, Cavenaugh, Coward and 


Van Wilson each had two hits. Barnes was the only Southwest 
player to record two hits. 
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Yarborough Named Coach of the Year 
East Central’s Jake Yaborough, left, was selected Region 23 
Baseball Coach of the Year after his Diamond Warriors won 
their first Region 23 title in baseball Sunday. Yarborough is 
presented the prestigious honor from Region 23 Director 
Chris Calcote, who serves as athletic director at Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College in Perkinston, site of this 
year’s tournament. (ECCC Photo). 
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ors Win 


Region 23 pennant 


What a time to get hot! 

The East Central Community 
College Warriors went 4-0 to win the 
Region 23 Tournament, by 
which was held at Marty 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Stamper 
Community College in : 
Perkinston last week. 

The Warriors upped their record to 
29-21 and will be participating in a 
three-team Super Regional at Fort 
Smith, Ark., May 20-22. 

Also competing at Fort Smith will 
be one school from both Region 2 
(Oklahoma) and Region 16 (Missouri). 
Those regional tournaments are sched- 
uled for this weekend at Northern 
Oklahoma College at Enid, Okla., and 
Crowder College at Neosho, Mo. 

“I'm very proud about the way our 
guys responded,” ECCC head coach 
Jake Yarborough said. “Toward the end 
of the year, we talked about the only 
way to get into the playoffs is to play 
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well. As soon as we got in the playoffs, 


they took off.” 
ECCC 2 
Gulf Coast 0 


Josh Miller tossed a five-hit com- 
plete game as the 26-21 Warriors 
opened with a shutout victory over the 
host Bulldogs on Thursday, 

Miller, a reverse transfer from 
Louisiana Tech, struck out six. 

James Harris broke up a shutout 
with a solo homer off Miles Clark in 
the fifth inning. Clark, who had a one- 
hitter through four frames, struck out 
16 in a losing effort. 

The Warriors added an insurance 
run in the sixth as Corey Coward sin- 
gled home Van Wilson for a 2-0 lead. 

ECCC 9 

Southwest 3 

Cody Savell tossed a complete game 
for the Warriors in Friday's win over the 
Bears. He gave up three runs off eight 

Continued on 7A... See Pennant... 
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East Central qualifies late. rolls to Region title 


\ @ Warriors advance to 


Super Regional in Fort 
Smith, Ark., on May 20-22. 
uA By Tony Krausz ( 


The Meridian Star 
‘Josh Miller of Elysian Fields, 


' Texas, got even better after two 


days of rest. 

The East Central Community 
College pitcher went eight strong 
innings i in an 11-1 win over Missis- 


- sippi Delta Community College in 


the Region XXIII Baseball Tourna- 
so championship game on Sun- 


Miller threw a complete game in 
the Warriors’ tournament opening 
victory against host-team Missis- 
sippi Gulf Coast Community Col- 


lege on Thursday. 


“It doesn’t get any better than 
this,” said Miller, who gave up one 
run on three hits with six strike- 
outs on Sunday. “It was a pretty 
day, and the odds were in our favor. 
We let the defense PES and we let 
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“T'm very proud about the way 
our guys responded. 
Toward the end of 
the year, we talked — 
about the only way 
to get into the play- 
off is to play well. As 
soon as we got in 
the playoffs, they 
took off.” 

Jake Yarborough 
East Central Community College sg 
couc 





out bats do the talking.” 

ECCC, which hasn't lost since 
the opening game of a doublehead- 
er against Meridian Community 
College on April 19, didn’t lose a 
game at Ken Curly Farris Field in 
capturing its first region title. 
MDCC needed to win two games on 


Sunday to win the regional tour- 


ney. 
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“I'm very proud about the way 
our guys responded,” said ECCC 


head coach Jake Yarborough, 


whose team improved to 29-21. 
“Toward the end of the year, we 
talked about the only way to get 


,, 
| into the playoff i is to play well. As 


soon as we got in the playoffs, they 
took off.” 
ECCC took advantage of a tired 


| MDCC squad early in Sunday’s 


title game. The Warriors scored 
two runs in the first inning, twoin — 
the second and one in the third to 
take a 5-0 lead. 

The Trojans (27-24) advanced to 
the title game by winning an 11- 
inning contest against Meridian 
Community College that ended at 
12:13 a.m. Sunday. 

“Delta has a great program, and 
they have a good coach (Tony Han- 
cock) running their program,” 


Yarborough said. “They hadtobea 


little tired. They beat Meridian 
(Community College) twice, and 


_ See ECCC, Page 3B 
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East Central qualifies late, rolls to Region title 


‘M Warriors advance to © 


Super Regional in Fort 
Smith, Ark., on May 20-22. 
__.___— By Tony Krausz 

P _ _. The Meridian Star 

Josh Miller of Elysian Fields, 
Texas, got even better after two 


| days of rest. 


The East Central Community 
College pitcher went eight strong 
innings in an 11-1 win over Missis- 
sippi Delta Community College in 
the Region XXIII Baseball Tourna- 


_ Tent championship game on Sun- 
d 


ay. 

Miller threw a complete game in 
the Warriors’ tournament opening 
victory against host-team Missis- 
sippi Gulf Coast Community Col- 


lege on Thursday, 


“It doesn’t get any better than 
this,” said Miller, who gave up one 
run on three hits with six strike- 
outs on Sunday. “It was a pretty 
day, and the odds were in our favor 
We let the defense play, and we let 


er against Meridian Community they have a good coach (Tony Han- 


‘I'm very proud about the way 
Our guys responded. ummm 
Toward the end of — 
the year, we talked | 
about the only way 
to get into the play- 
off is to play well. As 
soon ds we got in 
the playoffs, they 
took off” 





Jake Yarborough 
East Central Community College baseball 
coach 





out bats do the talking.” 
ECCC, which hasn’t lost since 
the gpening game of a doublehead- 


College on April 19, didn’t lose a 
game at Ken Curly Farris Field in 
capturing its first region title. 
MDCC needed to win two games on 


Sunday to win the regional tour- 


ney, 





“Pm very proud about the way 
our guys responded,” said ECCC 
head coach Jake Yarborough, 
whose team improved to 29-21. 


“Toward the end of the year, we 


talked about the only way to get 
into the playoff is to play well. As 
soon as we got in the playoffs, they 
took off.” 

ECCC took advantage of a tired 


~ MDCC squad early in Sunday’s 


title game. The Warriors scored 
two runs in the first inning, two in 
the second and one in the third to 
take a 5-0 lead. ‘ 

The Trojans (27-24) advanced to 
the title game by winning an 11- 
inning contest against Meridian 
Community College that ended at 
12:13 a.m. Sunday. 

“Delta has a great program, and 


cock) running their program,” 
Yarborough said. “They had to bea. 
little tired. They beat Meridian 
(Community College) twice, and 


See ECCC, Page 3B 
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From Page 1B 


Meridian was projected as 


the No, 1 seed in the tour- 
nament.” 

Corey Coward of Noxap- 
ater, who produced the 


game-winning hit against 


MDCC on Saturday in the 
semis, opened the scoring 
with a two-run double in 
the first inning. 

The shot to left-center 
field brought home Van 
Wilson of Collinsville and 
Marcus Davis of Magee 
for a 2-0 lead after the first 
inning of play. 

“Tt is always important 
to get out ahead in every 
game,” Coward said. “It 
takes pressure off the 
defense and hitters.” 

The Warriors added two 
more runs to their lead in 
the bottom of the second 
inning. Wilson hit a sacri- 
fice fly to bring home a 
run, and Chris Pierce of 
Petal scored on a passed 
ball for a 4-0 lead. 

-ECCC third baseman 
James Harris of Morton 
brought in another run 
with a two-out single that 
scored Davis for a 5-0 lead 
in the third inning. 

Warriors left fielder Will 
Pearson of Decatur drove 
in another run with a sin- 
gle in the sixth inning, and 
Pierce followed with a two- 
run single for an 8-0 lead. 

MDCC scored one run in 
the top of the eight inning 
off on RBI triple into the 
right-field corner by Neal 
Henry. ECCC responded 
with three runs in the bot- 
tom of the eighth for a 10- 
run lead. The Warriors 
scored on a wild pitch, a 
fielder’s choice and an 
error in the eighth. 





Sx Supe Regional ie Port 
Smith, Ark., on May 20-22. 
ECCC will face the win- 
ners from Region II and 
XVI in the three-team 
tournament. 


EC 9, Delta 7 
Corey Coward ripped a 
single up the middle for 
one run and Marcus Davis 
scored on an error during 
the same play to propel 
East Central Community 
College to an extra-inning 
win on Saturday. 
Coward's RBI single 
broke a 7-run tie in the top 
of the 10th inning, and 
ECCC hung on to defeat 
Mississippi Delta Commu- 
nity College 9-7 in 10 
. “Tt was overwhelming,” 
said Coward, who went 2- 
for-6 with two RBIs, of the 
game winning hit. “We 
came back and got control 
of the game, and we got 
the lucky, winning hit.” 
East Central Communi- 
ty College finally had to 
dip into its bullpen to win 
a game in the regional. 
The Warriors, whose 
first two starters in the 
tournament went the dis- 
tance, used four pitchers to 
top the Trojans, with ECCC 
closer Kevin Hatch of 
Carthage earning the win 
in three innings of relief. 
“(Hatch) just did his job 
again for us tonight,” said 
Warrior head coach Jake 
Yarborough, whose team 
improved to 28-21. “When 
we get into a tight situa- 
tion, he is the guy we go to.” 
The Warriors didn’t 
appear to be in any need of 
the late-game heroics they 
used to win early in the 
game. 








“We hit the ball hard, \ 


and we ace heigl a 
time when runners we 
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Region XXIII Baseball 
Tournament on Friday. 

Savell pitched a com- 
plete game in the 
riors’ 9-3 victory over 
Southwest Mississippi 
Community College (19-24) 
to advance in the regional 
winner’s bracket. The loss 
eliminated Southwest 
from the tournament. 

Savell gave up three 
runs off eight hits with 
one strikeout in the win, 
as the Warriors’ defense 
didn't commit an error 
and executed two double 
plays in the win. 

“The defense made all 
the plays today. I can’t take 





any of the credit,” Savell 


said. “The defense and hit- 
ters did it all.” 

ECCC answered every 
Southwest offensive out- 
put in Friday’s win. The 
Warriors answered the 
Bears’ run in the top of the 
first inning with two runs 
in the bottom of the first, 
and after Southwest 
scored twice in the top of 
the fourth, ECCC tallied 
six unanswered runs for 
the win. 

Petty went 3-for-5 for the 
Warriors, and Cavenaugh, 
Coward and Van Wilson 
each had two hits. Barnes 
was the Southwest player 
to record multiple hits 
with two. 
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in scoring position,” an — 


Yarborough, who was = 
named the Region XXIII ~~ _—_—~—<“<—~— 
Coach of the Year. “We 

executed well.” 





Coward gave ECCC a10 


inning with an RBI 
Warrior second basem 
Joseph Cavenaugh of 


Decatur scored in the top of 


. third off an error by Tro- 


Warrior closer Kevin 
Hatch of Carthage, who 
earned the win over the 
Trojans on Saturday in a 
winners’ bracket game, 


— closed the game. The right- 


hander struck out two bat- 
ters and induced a game- 
ending line drive to Pierce 
at shortstop. 4 

“Tl don’t care what the 
score is, I never say it is 
over against (Delta),” 
Yarborough said. “It was- 
n’t over until it was over.” 

Harris went 3-for-4 with 
two singles, a double and 
an RBI, and Pearson went 
9-for-4 with two singles 


eal 


and an RBI. ECCC out-hit gy 





jans pitcher Antonio Garth, 
who tried to throw home 
after catching a high bounc- 
er from Coward, to give 
ECCC a 2-0 lead. Ken Gor- 
don of Morton increased 
the Warriors’ lead to 3-0 


-with a solo home run over 


the left-field wall in the top 
of the fourth inning. 

ECCC designated hitter 
Ross Pine of Watson, La., 
drove in another run with 
a single in the top of the 
fifth, and Will Pearson of 
Decatur brought home a 
run with a double that 
bounced off the first-base 
bag for a 5-0 Warrior lead. 


EC 9, Southwest 3 | 
Newton’s Cody Savell let 
his defense do his job, as 


ty College pitcher complet- 
ed another game in the 





ty College’s James F arris 
broke a scoreless game 
with a home run, and the 
‘Warriors pulled out a win 
on the first day of the 
Region XXIII Baseball 
Tournament. _ 

ECCC defeated the tour- 


-nament’s host team, Mis- 
sissippi Gulf Coast Com- 


munity College, 2-0 in a 
pitching-dominated con- 
test in the final of three 
games on Thursday. 

The Warriors and Bull- 
dogs combined for just 
nine hits in the nine- 


inning game. 

-ECCC starting. pitcher 
Josh Miller, who recorded 
the win, gave up five hits 
with six strikeouts in the 
complete-game effort. Gulf 
Coast starter Miles Clark 
carried one hitter into the 
ris’ home run, the Bulldog 
hurler allowed four hits in 
nine innings. Clark had 16 
strikeouts -striking out the 
last six hitters he faced-in 
the loss. 

ECCC added its second 
run in the sixth innng off 
an RBI single by Corey 
Coward that brought 
home Van Wilson. The 
Warriors recorded two 
hits in the sixth, the high- 
est hit in one inning: 
by either team. 


C en+44 





9-7 in 10 innings in a winners’ bracket 
game of the Region XXIII Baseball 
Tournament. 

ECCC-which hasn't lost a game 
in the regional-advanced to the cham- 
pionship game at | p.m. today, need- 
ing to win just one game to move 

into the Super Regional at Fort 
Smith, Ark. They will play the winner 
of Saturday night's game between 
MDCC-Meridian Community Col- 
lege in the title game. 

“It was overwhelming," said Cow- 
ard, who went 2-for-6 with two RBIs, 
of the game winning hit. "We came 
back and got control of the game, and 
we got the lucky, winning hit." 

East Central Community College 
finally had to dip into its bullpen to 
win a game in the regional. 

The Warriors, whose first two 
Starters in the tournament went the 
distance, used four pitchers to top the 
Trojans, with ECCC closer Kevin 
Hatch of Carthage earning the win in 
three innings of relief. 

"(Hatch) just did his job again for 
us tonight," said Wartior head coach 
Jake Yarborough, whose team 
improved to 28-21. "When we get 
into a tight situation, he is the guy we 
go to." 

Hatch, who entered the game with 
the score tied at 7, finished the contest 
by picking off a runner at first base, 
after he fake a pickoff move to third. 

The Trojan runner froze between 
first and second base, and the War- 
rors put him out with a throw from 
the Coward to shortstop Chris Pierce. 

"It is a move that seems like it 
works for me every time that I use it.” 
said Hatch, who improved to 4-1 for 
the season. 

The Warriors didn't appear to be in 
any need of the late-game heroics 
they used to win early in the game. 

Coward gave ECCC a 1-0 lead in 
the top of the first inning with an RBI 
Single. 

Warrior second baseman Joseph 
Cavenaugh of Decatur scored in the 
top of third off an error by Trojans 





pitcher Antonio Garth, who tried to. 


throw home after catching a high 


bouncer from Coward, to give ECCC 
a 2-0 lead. Ken Gordon of Morton 
increased the Warriors’ lead to 3-0 
with a solo home run over the left- 


field wall in the top of the fourth ) 


inning. 

ECCC designated hitter Ross Pine 
of Watson, La., drove in another run 
with a single in the top of the fifth, 
and Will Pearson of Decatur brought 
home a run with a double that. 
bounced off the first-base bag for a 5- 
0 Warrior lead. | 

MDCC tied the game at 5 in the 
bottom of the fifth, scoring off four 
hits and an error. Trojans first base- ” 
man Neal Henry scored his team's 
first run on a wild pitch, and + 
MDCC's Jacob Maggard, Brandon ‘ 
Herring, Trent Jennings and Mike ’ 
Banchetti each drove in one run. 

ECCC responded with a run in the 
top of the sixth to take a 6-5 lead. 

Chris Pierce drove in Van Wilson 
of Collinsville-who moved to third 
base on two errors by MDCC-with a 
single. 
MDCC came back in the bottom, 
of the sixth to take its first lead of the™ 
game (7-6), courtesy of a two-run 
home run from pinch hitter Brad 
Aldridge. 

ECCC's Marcus Davis tied the 
game at 7 in the top of the eighth, as 
Cavenaugh scored on his groundout 
to the shortstop, . 

"You have to have character to. 


bounce back like that, and this team 


has a lot of character,” Yarborough 
said. "I told them a few weeks ago 
that this is a special group, and they 
can do a lot of good things is they 
play together." 








GAME 2 
EC 9, Southwest 3 
Cody Savell let his defense do his 
job, as an East Central Community 
College pitcher completed another 
game in the Region XXIII Baseball 
Tournament on Friday. 

Savell pitched a complete game 
in the Warriors' 9-3 victory over 
Southwest Mississippi Community 
College (19-24) to advance in the 


regional winner's bracket. The loss 


eliminated Southwest from the tour- 


nament. 

Savell gave up three runs off eight 
hits with one strikeout in the win, as 
the Warriors’ defense didn't commit 
an error and executed two double 
plays in the win. 

"The defense made all the plays 
today. I can't take any of the credit," 
Savell said. "The defense and hitters 
did it all.” | 

ECCC answered every Southwest 
offensive output in Friday's win. The 
Warriors answered the Bears’ run in 
the top of the first inning with two 
runs in the bottom of the first, and 
after Southwest scored twice in the 


. top of the fourth, ECCC tallied six 


unanswered runs for the win. 

"We put the ball in play a lot, and 
we hit the ball well," Yarborough 
said. "We went out there and were 
aggressive with the sticks." 

Southwest third baseman Cody 
White drove in the game's first run 
with an RBI single in the top of the 
first i inning. 

* ECCC center fielder Marcus Davis 
didn't allow Southwest to hold a 1-0 
lead long, as he drove a two-run home 
run over the right-field wall in the 
bottom of the first. 

"It was a pretty big hit," Davis 
said. "It was a bit of a momentum 
changer." 

ECCC added another run to its 
lead in the bottom of the second off 
an RBI single by Chris Pierce, but 
Southwest tied the score in the top of 
the fourth inning. 

Bears pitcher Trent Malbrough 
drove in a run with an RBI single, 
afterWarrior hurler Cody Savell 
walked the bases loaded, and Pat 
Barnes drove in another run with a 
single to knot the score at 3. 

ECCC retook the lead-by a run- 
with two infield hits in the bottom of* 
the fourth. Warrior catcher Taylor 
Petty of Philadelphia brought home 
Joseph Cavenaugh with a single into 
the hole that the Bears' shortstop 
couldn't get to first base in time. 
Cavenaugh had reached on an infield 
popup that fell betweep Southwest's 





pitcher and second baseman, 
ECCC increased its lead to 5-3 in 


‘the fifth inning, as Corey Coward- 


who led off with a double-scored on a 
fielder's choice by James Harris. 

The Warriors scored four runs in 
the sixth off three hits and anerror for 
a Six-run advantage. 

Coward brought home two runs 
with a bases-loaded single, and Ross 
Pine drove home a run with single, 
ECCC's final run of the sixth scored 
on a fielder's choice. 

"Once we got the lead again, it 
was like (Southwest) gave up," Davis 
said. "Our pitching was there, and our 
defense backed him up. It was a pret- 
ty good game," 

Petty went 3-for-5 for the War- 
riors, and Cavenaugh, Coward and 
Van Wilson each had two hits. Barnes 
was the Southwest player to record 
multiple hits with two. - 


GAME 1 
EC 2, Gulf Coast 0 


East Central Community College's 
James Harris broke a scoreless game 
with a home run, and the Warriors 
pulled out a win on the first day of the 
Region XXIII Baseball Tournament. 

ECCC defeated the tournament's 
host team, Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College, 2-0 in a pitch- 
ing-dominated contest in the final of 
three games on Thursday. 

The Warriors and Bulldogs com- 
bined for just nine hits in the nine- 
inning game. 

ECCC starting pitcher Josh Miller, 
who recorded the win, gave up five 
hits with six strikeouts in the com- 
plete-game effort. Gulf Coast starter 
Miles Clark carried one hitter into the 
fifth inning, but after Harris’ home 
run, the Bulldog hurler allowed four 
hits in nine innings. Clark had 16 
strikeouts -striking out the last six hit- 
ters he faced-in the loss. 

ECCC added its second run in the 
sixth innng off an RBI single by 
Corey Coward that brought home Van 
Wilson. The Warriors recorded two 
hits in the sixth, the highest hit total in 
one inning by either team. 
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ECCC wins region title 





By TONY KRAUSX 
Special to The Democrat 


Josh Miller of Elysian Fields, 
Texas, got even better after two days 
of rest. . 

The East Central Community Col- 
lege pitcher went eight strong innings 
in an 1t-) win over Mississippi Delta 
Community College in the Region 





AXIL Baseball Tournament champi- 


onship game on Sunday, 

Miller threw a complete game in 
the Warriors’ tournament opening vic- 
tory against host-team Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College on 
Thursday. 

"It doesn't get any better than this," 
sid Miller, who gave up one run on 
three hits with six strikeouts on Sun- 
day, “It was a pretty day, and the odds 
were In our favor, We Jet the defense 
play, and we let out bats do the talk- 
ing.” 

ECCC, which hasn't lost since the 
opening game of a doubleheader 
against Meridian Community College 
on April 19, didn't lose a game al Ken 
Curly Farris Field in capturing its first 
region tithe. MDCC needed to win 
two games on Sunday to win the 
regional toumey, 

“Tm very proud about the way our 
guys responded,” said ECCC head 
coach Jake Yarborough, whose team 
improved to 29-21. "Toward the end 
of the year, we talked about the only 
way to get into the playolf is to play 
Well. As soon as we got in the play- 
offs, they took off." 

ECCC took advantage of a tired 
MDCC squad early in Sunday's title 
game. The Warriors scored two nuns 
in the first inning, two in the second 
and one in the third to take a 5-0 lead, 

The Trojans (27-24) advanced to 
the title game by winning an |]- 
inning contest against Meridian Com- 
Inunity College that ended at {2:13 
a.m. Sunday, 

“Delta has a greal program, and 
they have a good couch (Tony Han- 
cock) running their program,” Yarbor- 
ough said. “They had to be a little 
tired. They beat Meridian (Communi- 
ty College) twice, and Meridian was 
projected as the No, | seed in the 
Lournamert.” 

Corey Coward of Noxapater, who 


produced the game-winning hit 
against MDCC on Saturday in the 
semis, opened the scoring with a two- 
run dowble in the first inning. 

The shot to left-center field 
brought home Van Wilson of 
Collinsville and Marcus Davis of 
Magee for a 2-0 lead after the first 
inning of play. 

"It is always important to get out 
ahead in every game,” Coward said, 
“It takes pressure off the defense and 
hitters.” 

The Warriors added two more runs 
to their lead in the bottom of the sec- 
ond inning. Wilson hit a sacrifice fly 
to bring home a nin, and Chris Pierce 
of Petal scored on a passed ball for a 
4-0 lead. 

ECCC third baseman James Harris 
of Morton brought in another run with 
a two-out single that scored Davis for 
@ 5-0 lead in the third inning. 

Warriors left fielder Will Pearson 
of Decatur drove in another run with a 
single in the sixth inning, and Pierce 
followed wih a two-run single for an 

MDCC scored one nin in the top 
of the eight inning off on RBI triple 
into the right-field corner by Neal 
Henry. ECCC responded with three 
nuns in the bottom of the eighth for a 
10-nun lead. The Warnors scored on a 
wild pitch. a fielder’s choice and an 
error in the eighth. 

“We hit the ball hard, and we got 
hits a lot of the time when runners 


were in scoring position,” said 
Yarborough, who was named the 
Region XXIII Coach of the Year. "We 
executed well.” 

Warrior closer Kevin Hatch of 
Carthage, who earned the win over 
the Trojans on Saturday in a winners’ 
bracket game, closed the game. The 
right-hander struck out two batters 
and miduced a game-ending line drive 
to Pierce at shortstop, 

"T don't care what the score is, | 
never say it is over against (Delta)," 
Yarborough said, "It wasn't over until 
it was over,” 

Harris went 3-for-4 with two sin- 
gles, a double and an RBI, and Pear- 
son went 2-for-4 with two singles and 
an RBI, ECCC out-hit MDCC 11-3. 

The Warriors advanced to a Super 
Regional in Fort Smith, Ark., on May 
20-22. ECCC will face the winners 
from Region II and XVI in the three- 
tear tournament. 


GAME 3 
EC 9, Delta 7 


Corey Coward ripped a single up 
the middle for one run and Marcus 
Davis scored on an error during the 
same play to propel East Central 

Community College to an extra- 
inning win on Saturday, 

Coward's RBI single broke a 7-run 
tie in the top of the LO0th inning, and 
ECCC hung on to defeat Mississippi 


see ECCC, page 104A 
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Warriors 


Capture 
Title © 


ScoTT COUNTY PLAYERS 
MAKE CONTRIBUTIONS 


By TONY KRAUSZ 
THE MERIDIAN STAR 


GULFPORT—Josh Miller got 
even better after two days of rest. 
The East Central Community 
College pitcher went eight strong 
Innings in an 11-1 win over 
Mississippi Delta Community 
College in the Region XXIII Baseball 
Tournament championship game 
on Sunday. 

Miller threw a complete game in 
the Warriors’ tournament opening 
Victory against host-team 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College on Thursday, 

“It doesn't get any better than 
this," said Miller, who gave up one 
run on three hits with six strikeouts 
on Sunday. "It was a pretty day, and 

the odds were in our favor, We let 
> i play, and we let our bats 


ECCC, which has- | 
n't lost since the 
opening game of a 
doubleheader 
against Meridian 
Community College — 
on April 19, didn't 





“T'm very proud 
about the way our 
guys responded,” said ECCC head 
coach Jake Yarborough, whose 
teamnntinproved to doar ieee 
the end of the year, we talked about 
the only way to get into the playoff 
is to play well. As soon as we got in 
the playoffs, they took off.” 

ECCC took advantage of a tired 
MDCC squad early in Sunday's title 
ey ee Pe ine scored two 
runs in the first inning, two in the 
Srp and one in the third to take.a 


Are 

Corey Coward, who produced the 
game-winning hit against MDCC on 
Saturday in the semis, opened the 
— with a 2-run double in the 


inning. 

The shot to left-center field 
brought home Van Wilson and 
Marcus Davis for a 2-0 lead after the 
first inning of play. 

The Warriors added two more 
runs to their lead in the bottom of 
the second inning. Wilson hit a sac- 
rifice fly to bring home a run, and 
Chris Pierce Petal scored on a 
passed ball for a 4-0 lead. 

ECCC third baseman James 
Harris of Morton brought in anoth- 
er run with a 2-out single that 
scored Davis for a 5-0 lead in the 
Warriors left fielder Will Pearson 
drove in another run with a single 
in the sixth inning, and Pierce fol- 
lowed with a 2-run single for an 8-0 


the bottom of the J 
eighth for a 10-run 

lead. The Warriors 
scored on a wild 
pitch, a fielder's 
oe and an error 


in 

"We hit the ball hard, and we got 
hits a lot of the time when runners 
were in scoring position," said 
Yarborough, who was named the 
Region XXIII Coach of the Year. "We 
executed well." 

Warrior closer Kevin Hatch 
struck out two batters and induced 
a game-ending line drive to Pierce 
at shortstop. | 
gles, a double and an RBI, and 
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gles and an RBI. ECCC out-hit 
MDCC 11-3. 

The Warriors advanced to a 
Super Regional in Fort Smith, 
Ark., on May 20-22. ECCC will 
face the winners from Region II 
and XVI in the three-team tour- 
nament. 

ECCC 9, Delta 7 

Corey Coward ripped a single 
up the middle for one run and 
Marcus Davis scored on an error 
during the same play to propel 
ECCC to an extra-inning win on 


Saturday. 

Coward's RBI single broke a 7- 
run tie in the top of the 10th 
inning, and ECCC hung on to 
defeat Mississippi Delta 
Community College 9-7 in 10 
innings in a winners’ bracket 
game of the tournament. 

Coward gave ECCC a 1-0 lead in 
the top of the first-inning with an 
RBI single. 

Ken Gordon of Morton 
increased the Warriors’ lead to 3- 
0 with a solo home run over the 
left-field wall in the top of the 
fourth inning. 

EC 9, Southwest 3 

Cody Savell pitched a complete 
game Friday in the Warriors’ 9-3 
Victory over Southwest 

pi Community College 
(19-24) to advance in the regional 
winner's bracket. 

Savell gave up three runs off 
eight hits with one strikeout in 
the win, as the Warriors’ defense 
didn't commit an error and exe- 
cuted two double plays in the win. 

“The defense made all the plays 
ee 





Southwest offensive output in 


Friday's win. The Warriors 
answered the Bears’ run in the 
top of the first inning with two | 
runs in th S 
and after Southwest scored twice | 
in the top of the fourth, ECCC tal- - 
lied six unanswered runs for the 
win. 

ECCC increased its lead to 5-3 
in the fifth inning, as Corey 
Coward-who led off with a dou- 
ble-scored on a fielder’s choice by — 
James Harris. 

The Warriors scored four runs 
in the sixth off three hits and an 
error for a six-run advantage. 





College's James Harris broke a 
scoreless game with a home run, 
and the Warriors pulled out a win 
on the first day of the tourna- 
ment. 

ECCC defeated Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College, 
2-0 in a pitching-dominated con- 
test Thursday. 

The Warriors and Bulldogs 

combined for just nine hits in the 
nine-inning game. 

ECCC starting pitcher Josh 
Miller, who recorded the win, 
gave up five hits with six strike- 
outs in the complete-game effort. 

Gulf Coast starter Miles Clark 
carried one hitter into the fifth 
inning, but after Harris’ home 
run, the Bulldog hurler allowed 
four hits in nine innings. | 

Clark had 16 strikeouts -strik- 
ing out the last six hitters he 
faced-in the loss. 
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East Central, Co-Lin, Itawamba 





which won the NJCAA Region 23 

I championship, got a lift, 

both physical and emotional, from the 

return of John Fortenberry to the squad 
this season. 

Fortenberry is the pitcher whose face 


was crushed by a line drive during an © D 
Mike Christensen 


intrasquad game in January 2004, 
Fortenberry, who lost his right eye as a 
result of the injury, returned this season, 
wearing a protective mask, and went 2-4 
withasub-4,00 ERA for the Warriors, 29-21. 
ECCC opens super regional play today 
at Fort Smith, Ark., playing Northeast 
Oklahoma at 1 p.m. and Maple Woods 
(Mo.) at 4, It’s a three-team, double-elimi- 
nation tournament that will send its win- 
ner to the juco D-I World Series (May 28- 
June 4 at Grand Junction, Colo). 
“It was great to have John back,” said 
East Central coach Jake Yarborough. “He's 
adjusted well. He still throws three good 
pitches — fastball, split finger and curve. 
He made a lot of good starts for us; he just 
| — of no-decisions.” 
The Warriors’ ace is lefty Josh Miller 
(11-2). Fortenberry and Cody Savol are the 


Central Community College, | 








ON BAS EBALL 


other primary starters, 

and Kevin Hatch (4-1, 8 

saves, 1.30 ERA) closes. 
“Our pitching and 


but we started putting it 
all together at the right time of year.” 

Marcus Davis, who has 10 homers, Ross 
Pine and Corey Coward were ECCC’s top 
hitters. 

Davis hit three homers in a doublehead- 
er sweep of Hinds on the last day of the reg- 
ular season that put the Warriors in the 
region tourney and kept their season alive. 
Don’t forget... 

Juco Region 23 D-II region champs 
Itawamba and Copiah-Lincoln opened 
play Thursday in a super regional at St. 

Catherine, 


Ky. 
Sluggers Andy Rice and Kyle Mills, who 
signed with Mississippi State and Ole 
Miss, respectively, have gotten most of the 


attention at No. 11 ICC. 


But the Indians’ unsung offensive hero 
has been Clay Dozier, a Delta State signee. 
Dozier is hitting .416 with an on-base per- 
centage of .505, plus 21 doubles and 48 
RBIs. 

Both ICC (Jared Koon, Matt 
McKissick) and Co-Lin,(Ryan Belanger, 
Derek Thompson) appear to have the 
pitching needed for a good postseason 
run. But only one will get out of their super 
regional to reach the D-II CWS (May 28- 
June 3 at Millington, Tenn). They didn’t 
meet during the regular season. 


M-Bits 


The race is on, more or less, to see 
which former Mississippi Brave will be 
it to advance to the major league 
clu! 

Left-hander Casey DeHart became the 
fourth player to be promoted from the M- 
Braves’ roster to Triple-A Richmond when 
he got the call on Tuesday. 

DeHart joins outfielder Derrick Gibson 
and pitchers Macay McBride and Zach 
Miner in Richmond. 

McBride, a 22-year-old lefty, is on the 
40-man roster, so he might have the clear- 





chasing national bids 
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est path to Atlanta. As of Thursday, he was 
1-0 with a 3.18 ERA for the R-Braves. 
McBride wasa first-round pickin 2001 and 
hada3.09 ERA in the minors entering this 
season. 

Miner, 23, a right-hander, was a fourth- 
round pick in 2000. He was 2-1 with a 5.19 
at Richmond after a rough outing on Mon- 


_ DeHart and Gibson are older players 
signed as minor-league free agents this 
year. Gibson has some big-league experi- 
ence with Colorado in 1998-99. 

Keep in mind that the Braves could just 

as easily promote a player from the Dou- 
ble-A club. Reliever Jorge Vasquez, for 
instance, is also on the 40-man, has big- 
league experience and has a 1.86 ERA in 

13 games. ... 
After a 2-4 homestand that ended with 
four straight losses, the M-Braves start a 
seven-game road trip today. They play 
three at Jacksonville and four at Chat- 
Mississippi is 11-12 on the road, 
Trustmark Park. 





5-12 at 


—— Touching the bases 


Despite a 34%-week layoff, Millsaps 


coach Jim Page liked his team’s chances 
going into the NCAA Division III regional 
that began Thursday. One reason: During 


one of the Majors’ five intrasquad games 
last week, a brawl nearly broke out. 


“Everybody was excited about that,” Page’ 


said. “Tt showed we still had some fight in 
us.” ... Texas Rangers pitcher Ryan 


Bukvich, the former Ole Miss, Delta State . 


and Northwest Rankin reg ys 
scheduled for arm surgery today tha 

end his 2005 season. Bukvich, Sate by 
the Rangers on waivers from San Diego in 
February, had an 11.25 ERA in four 
appearances. Bukvich pitched for Kansas 
City in 2004. ... There's a larger purpose to 


Oil Can Boyd’s cdimeback at age 45 in the. 


independent Can-Am League. Sports Ilus- 
trated reported recently that the colorful 
Meridian native plans to launch a barn- 
storming team of ex-big leaguers — 
year. ... The MPSA (private school) All- 


OCRAT 





RD 


Star Games are scheduled for next Thurs- _ 


day at Trustmark Park in Pearl, It’s the first — 


nort-M-Braves event scheduled at the new 


ballpark by Tim Bennett of Overtime . 
Sports, which has a management contract 


at the facility. 
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Warriors 





set for play 
in tourney 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 
FORT SMITH, Ark. — The East Central 
Community College Warriors begin play in the 
NJCAA South Central District Tournament 
today when they face Northeastern Oklahoma 
A&M College at 1 p.m. at Crowder Field on the 
University of Arkansas-Fort Smith campus. 
The Warriors’ day continues with a 4 p.m. 
contest with Maple Woods (Mo.) Community 
College. NEO and Maple Woods tangle in the 7 
p.m. game. 
The Region XXIII champion Warriors (29- 
21) bring a seven-game winning streak into 
the game with the 41-19 
@© Golden Norsemen of NEO, 


| “We began putting it 
We began together about midway 
putting it through our conference 
together games, said ECCC head 
3 coach Jake Yarborough. “We 
about had been knowing all vear 
midway that we had a decent team, 
ae we just hadn't put it all 
through our together. 
eonterente “We've had good pitching 
Ks performances all year, and 
Fames. our defense has been pretty 


good,” Yarborough added. 
“We've struggled hitting and 
had some slumps in there, 
but when we began swinging the bats better, 
that told us that we had a chance, if we could 
just put it all together in one package.” 

For the year, the Warriors are batting just 
.265 as a team. Opponents, however, are hitting 
only .236 against Warrior pitching, ECCC 
pitchers have as./9. bKA and have 266 strike- 
outs to go with 141 walks. In 46 games, Warrior 
pitchers have surrendered only 18 home runs. 

The Warriors will start Josh Miller on the 
mound in the first game and Cody Savell in 
the second. John Fortenberry would get the 
nod in a third game either on Saturday or 
Sunday. 

Miller leads the ECCC pitchers with an 11-2 
record and a 2.07 ERA. In 91s innings, he has 
85 strikeouts and 31 walks. Opponents are bat- 
ae mere .184 off the transfer from Louisiana 

ech. 

“Miller's had an outstanding year,” Yarbor- 
ough said. “He’s got command of all his 
pitches. He's a southpaw that doesn't throw 
real hard. He's an upper-80s (mph) guy that has 
four pitches. If one’s not on, he’s got two or 
three others he can go to. 

“He’s a smart pitcher. He knows how to 
work hitters and how to command the base- 
ball,” Miller added. “That's got a lot to do with 
his success. Plus, he’s got a lot of confidence in 
what he’s able to do. He’s a competitor and a 
winner.” 


Warriors coach 
Jake Yarborough 
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GETTING INSTRUCTIONS 


East Central Community College outfielder Joseph Cavenaugh gets some batting instructions 
from Warriors head coach Jake Yarborough in a game earlier this season. ECCC opens play in. 
three-team Super Regional against Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College at 1 p.m. today at 
Crowder Field on the campus of the University of Arkansas-Fort Smith. 





At A Glance 


NJCAA South Central District Tournament 
at Fort Smith, Ark. ” 
Today's games 
1 p.m. — East Central (29-21) vs. Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M (41-19) 
4p,m. — East Central vs. Maple Woods (37-24) 
7 p.m. — NEO vs. Maple Woods 





Savell (5-6, 3.94) is the No. 2 pitcher. 

“He throws a little harder than Miller,” 
Yarborough said. “He's going to stay between 
87-88 (mph) and can run it up in the low-90s 
every now and then. 

“He’s got a lot of run on his fastball. His 
breaking ball has gotten better and better,” 


Yarborough added. “He’s lost some games thz 
were real close that we could have won, or hi 
record would be a lot better than what it ts.” 

Kevin Hatch (4-1, 1.32, 8 saves) is the close 
He has 38 strikeouts in 34 innings. Opponent 
are hitting just .136 off the sophomore fror 
Carthage. 

“He's our go-to guy when the game get 
close at the end,” Yarborough said. “He's com 
in a lot of times when the game ts tied an 
picked up the wins. 

“He's a 6-foot-5 submarine guy, and he’s rez 
stingy and doesn’t give up many hits,” Yarbo) 
ough added. “His strikeout rate is pretty gooc 
He gets a lot of ground-ball double plays. He’ 
got a lot of run on his fastball and has a goo 


Dada O73 


Warriors 


From Page B1 


breaking ball to go with it.” 

Defensively, the Warriors 
are fielding at a .937 clip. 

Marcus Davis is the top 
hitter, batting .312 with 10 
homers and 29 RBI. He’s 
been successful om 12-0f-16 
stolen base attempts. 

“Davis is our No, 3 hitter,” 
Yarborough said of the 2004 
21st-round draft pick of the 
Florida Marlins. “He's a good 
runner and has a good arm in 
the outfield. He’s an out- 
standing center fielder. He 
can run and go get it.” 

_ Davis came to ECCC from 
Magee after Copiah-Lincoln 
failed to protect him. 

“Coach (Keith) Case said 
he never did get a chance to 
come watch me, so he didn't 
have a scholarship for me,” 
Davis said. “Coach Yarbor- 


Cont'd 


ough offered me one, and I've 


enjoyed it ever since. 

Corey Coward is batting 
.309 with eight doubles and 
32 RBI. Other top hitters are 
Taylor Petty (309), Ross Pine 
(.293, 3 HR, 16 RBI) and Van 
Wilson (.285, 8 2B, 4 HR, 20 


RBI). 
“Corey Coward started off . 


the year real slow, but he’s 
been on fire here lately,” 
Yarborough said. “He’s hit- 
ting well over .400 in the con- 
ference. He’s getting on base 
a lot with 20 walks.” 

“We're built on our 
pitching and defense. We've 
got guys that know how to 
move runners and get them 
in scoring position,” Yarbor- 
ough added. “That's how we 
try to knock them in. We're 
not going to go out there and 
hit a bunch of home runs. 
We're going to try to move 
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some guys over and run 
some bases, We're not a pow- 
erhouse as far as hitting, but 
we're going to try to ge out 
there and get the job done.” 
Top hitters for NEO are 
Aljay Davis (.446, 7 2B, 33 
RBIs, 43-0f-47 SBs), Joseph 


Godinez (.351, 13 2B, 7 HR, 


51 RBIs), Kirt Kleindienst 
(.338, 27 RBIs), Chris Hardin 
(.328, 5 HR, 37 RBIs) and 
Nicolas Boisvert (.333, 6 HR, 
68 RBIs). The top pitchers 
are Nicholas Bleau (5-1, 
4.29), Edgardo Cepeda (6-1, 
4.71), J.T. King (8-0, 3.39) and 
Simon Gagnon (5-1, 4.96). 

The Golden Norsemen are 
batting .327 and have a 5.02 
team ERA. Opponents are 
batting .242 off NEO 
pitching. 

Leading the 37-24 Cen- 
taurs of Maple Woods at the 


plate are Jake Blackwood . 


(.387, 20 2B, 19 HR, 75 RBIs, 
21-of-22 SBs), Josh Aber- 
crombie (.375, 16 2B, 6 HR, 
47 RBIs), Nick Jaros (347, 13 
2B, 5 3B, 5 HR, 54 RBIs, 27- 
of-31 SB), Ross Kelling (.382, 
12 2B, 11 HR, 67 RBIs) and 
Chris Redman (.335, 11 2B, 
36 RBIs). 

The top pitchers are Joey 
Haug (6-7, 4.20 ERA), Tyler 
Lipscomb (6-2, 3.83) and 
Lonnie Patterson (4-2, 4.24). 

The Centaurs are b; i 
.318 with a 5.37 team ERA. 
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Forte nbe rry 
le ad S by 
example 


FORT SMITH, Ark. — Every 
successful team has its leaders. 
Some lead by their actions on the 
field. Others lead by their ability 
to inspire others. ee 

It’s no question that the inspira- 
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“It's been a special thing for all 
of us,” said ECCC head coach Jake 
Yarborough. “Him getting hurt 
last year before the season even 
started and being able to come 
back takes a Tot of heart, It takes a 
love for the game to get back out 
on the field and try to pick up 
where he was. | 

“He's come out of several 
games where he had no decision, 
and we'd end up getting the win,” 


. Yarborough added. “He's done a 


good job this year. He’s got a good 
split-finger fastball in the mid-80s 


tional leader on the East Central (mph) and a good breaking ball.” 

~ Community ECCC closer Kevin Hatch 
College base- _ played with Fortenberry at | 
ball team is Carthage High School as well as at 
John Forten- ECCC. He's been impressed with 
berry, a right his buddy as well. [ 
handed red- “He’s proved himself so much 
shirt after he lost his eye last year,” 
freshman Hatch said. “He does have to wear 
pitcher who a mask, but he has done excep- 
lost his right tional this year. I was really 
eyes the —— impressed. 
result of a MARTY STAMPER “He means a lot to me asa 


wicked line staff writer 

‘ive to the 

face during an intrasquad game on 
Jan. 23, 2004. 

_ Since then, Fortenberry has — 
had six surgeries and 19 screws in 
his face. He pitches with a face- 
mask often used by bull riders. 








friend because I’ve grown up with 
him,” Hatch added. “I'm just glad 
to see him doing as well as he is. A 
lot of people would just lay down 
and not do anything, but John 
loves the game and he decided 
that he wanted to keep playing,” 
The comeback trail hasn't been 


While many would have thrown easy. 
in the towel 8 far as trying to play “It was more of a mental thing,” 
baseball after such an injufy, _- Fortenberry said. “I had problems 
Fort has bounced back to with getting mad before. I worked 


throw 50 innings this spring for 
the 29-21 Warriors, who are com-- 


it down a lot. Now, it's trying to 
come back on me. I'm going to 


peting in the NJCAA South Central have to fight it off." ae 
District Tournament this Judging pop ups was a major 
In a true Hollywood story, “That's gotten a lot better,” 


Fortenberry would have not only 
won every game he threw this 
spring, but he would have struck 
out every batter he faced. 

In reality, Fortenberry is 2-4 
with a 4.14 ERA. He has 44 strike- 
outs and 27 walks, but numbers 
alone don’t begin to measure his 
value to the team. 


Fortenberry said. “I can do that 
now.” i 

There was a time when judging 
how big alead arunner at third — 
base was getting was a problem 
too. 

“T used to have to turn more 
toward third, but not any more,” 
Fortenberry said. “I know how 
much to turn my head now. It’s not 
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East Central Community College freshman James Harris takes a swing in a game earlier this 
season against East Mississippi Community College. The Warriors, who upset their way to 
the championship of the Region XXIII Tournament last weekend, will begin play in a Super 
Regional in Fort Smith, Ark., on Friday. East Central will take on the champion of the Missouri 
regional at 1 p.m. on Friday, then turn around and play the champion of the Oklahoma 


regional at 4 p.m. 
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Warriors 


After taking a few days off, 
the East Central Community 
College Warriors ~ by 
been back on the Star 
diamond preparing ~~ 

to compete in this weekend's 
NJCAA South Central District 
Tournament at Port Smith, Ark. 

“We gave them Monday and 
Tuesday off and started practic- 
ing on Wednesday,” ECCC 
head coach Jake Yarborough 
said of last week's plan. 

Also in the three-team field 
with the 29-21 Warriors are 
Maple Woods Community 
College of Kansas City, Mo., 
and Northeastern Oklahoma 
A&M College of Miami, Okla. 

Maple Woods (35-24), 
which boasts of six Region 16 
championships in the last nine 
years, defeated top-seeded 
Crowder College 5-1 .in 
Monday’s finals at Neosho, Mo. 

Among the Centaurs’ alumni 
is 2001 National League Rookie 
of the Year Albert Pujols. Maple 
Woods has been nationally 
ranked every year since 1997. 

At Bartlesville, Okla,, NEO 
shocked Connors State College 
6-1 in the finals of the Region 2 
Tournament on Monday. 





WEEK OF lYlax 


With those tournaments not 
ending until Monday, the 
Warriors have been worldng on 
their game as opposed to wor- 
rying about what the opponents 
in the Super Regional might. 
have to offer, 

“Basically, we've been 
doing that all year,” Yarbo- 
rough sald, "We're just making 
Sure that We're taking care of 
what we're supposed to be 
doing and keep working hard, 

“We're not taking any vaca- 
tions. It’s not over, We've still 
gota lotof work.to do,” 

In the Region 16 Tourna- 
ment, the Maple Woods 
Centaurs had wins over St. 
Charles (11-8), Jefferson 
County (15-11), and Crowder 
(8-0) before losing 7-5 to 

Crowder on Sunday. 

Maple Woods was the No. 2 
seed, while Crowder entered 
No. 1. 

In the Region 2 Tourna- 
ment, the  fourth-seeded 
Norsemen of NEO opened with 
a 16-14 victory over Eastern 
Oklahoma State, then knocked 
off Seminole State 2-0 in the 
second round, They stayed in 
the winners’ bracket with a 6-2 























Connors was ranked No. 1 in win over Connors on Saturday. 

the nation in the final NICAA 

regular-season poll. NEO 

upped its record to 41-19. 
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off to Super Regional at Fort Smith 
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Warriors Head to South Central District Tournament 
Members of the 2005 Diamond Warriér baseball team at East Central Community College in Decatur include 
(front row, from left) pitcher/outfielder Andre Coleman, second baseman/third baseman Brandon Ezell, short- 
stop Jon Maxie, second baseman Sam Thames, shortstop James Harris, outfielder Dillon McInnis, catcher Ken 
Gordon, outfielder Travis Butler, second baseman Chris Pierce, manager Kevin Gregory, (second row) pitcher 
Josh Miller, first baseman Wes Cox, shortstop David Frey, catcher/outfielder Taylor Petty, pitcher Kevin Hatch, 
pitcher Jon Cole, pitcher/outfielder Darren Graham, catcher Josh Hawkins, catcher/first baseman Corey 
Coward, pitcher Cody Savell, student assistant Josh Yeager, Newton County; (back row) shortstop/pitcher Bud 
Loper, pitcher Lucas Poole, first baseman/outfielder Will Pearson, outfielder/pitcher Marcus Davis, pitcher 
Justin Mullinax, third baseman Keith Edwards, outfielder John Harris, pitcher John Fortenberry, pitcher/first 
baseman Ross Pine, and outfielder Van Wilson. Not pictured is outfielder Joseph Cavenaugh. Jake Yarborough 
serves as head coach. Dusty Hillman is assistant coach. (ECCC Photo) 
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Connors drew even with a 3-0 — picked up two wins in the Region (on April 19), we knew we had playing some close games with 
victory on Sunday to set the 23 Tournament as he tossed 17 to win one of those games and some great teams, but it just 
‘Stage for Monday's showdown. — innings aver four days. Despite then sweep Hinds to get in,” wasn't falling for us. | 
_Alittle time off to reflecton coming to the Warriors from Yarborough said. “When we “We peaked at just the right 
EC's first-ever r = Elysian Fields. came back the second game time. Everybody is playing 
Region 23 texas, he knows and beat Meridian 16-3, that good together and getting 
Division vi the “regional was a confidence booster to get along well. We've come really 
championship | championship is us into that Saturday double- close as a team. 
came in handy a very big deal header with Hinds, "I came gut of Noxapater 
as the Warriors. | to the EC pro- “We played pretty good High School wanting to come 
closed out exam gram. __ against Hinds and swept them.” _ here. I've always loved EC and 
week. With all. | ‘It's a great Even the final win over in my two years here, I still 
Mississippi feeling of Hinds didn’t come easy as the love it. I would like to play 
junior colleges accomplish- Warriors had to score three runs another year here. I've enjoyed 
dropping —to }ment,” — said in the bottom of the seventh playing for coach Yarborough. 
Division [I next Miller, who inning to clinch a playoff berth We're following a heritage that 
spring, the | | transferred after with an 8-7 victory. coach (Jamie) Clark left behind 
Warriors — will | }one year at EC opened the regional with and we just want to carry it on 
hold the distinc-_ | Louisiana Tech. a 2-0 win over tournament host and be-a-pari-of it.” , 
tion of being the “They said this Gulf Coast, despite having 16 “When we played Meridian 
last Division 1 | is probably the batters go down on strikeouts. _at our field, that really got our 
champion from best group of “We knew having Miller as momentum going for the end of 
the state, | guys they've our No. 1 starting off against the year and has carried us in the 
“It's very «| had here in a them we had a shot to win as playoffs.” closer Kevin Hatch 
special for our jlong time. long as we played good (4-1, 1.32) of Carthage said. 
guys and for our | defense,” Yarborough said. ~- "We played —tike—anothier 
“They hadn't seen him before.” team (at the regional). | think 
Yarborough said. “It's - The Warriors started their we were at the highest point of 
thing that a lot of teams that might not be a possi season strong, winning eight of our season during the playoffs 
have come through here haye we peaked at the right their first 11 games. Then came and that's when you need it. We 
tried to do. ‘The Warriors were just 17- a mid-season slump that saw performed when it was needed. 
“It’s just an honor and a priv- 17 after suffering a pair of 10- them lose eight of 10 contests. EC will play NEO at 1 p.m. 
ilege to win it. We've had alot run losses at Meridian “We started off great,” first Friday and Maple Woods at 4 
of alumni backing us and calling Community College on April baseman Corey Cowatd (309, p.m, NEO and Maple Woods 













Central District 
Tournament 
at Fort Smith, Ark. * 
Friday's Games 
1 p.m.: East Central (29-21) 









vs. Northeastern Oklaho 
A&M College (41-19) | 
4 p.m.: East Central vs. Maple 
Woods (Mo.) (35-24) 
7 p.m.; NEO vs. Maple Woods 
Saturday's Game 
2 p.m.: TBA 
Sunday's Game 
2p.m.: TBA 



















school,” i, ‘ 
Yi said, “It's some- 


us and telling us congratula- 2, In fact, they had towineach 32 RBI) of Noxapater said. tangle at 7 p.m, Friday in the 

tions. That means something to of their last three games just to “We were 6-0, but around the double-elimination tournament. 

me. That's something special.” qualify for the regional. middle of the season we had The Warriors leave this morm- 
Josh Miller (11-2, 2.07) “When Meridian came here some tough breaks. We were ing at 8:30 a.m. for Fort Smith 





_ Special to The Record ? 
Region 23 champion East Cen- 
tral Community College begins 
competition in its first Super Regi 
Regional by taking on Region 2 Whe 
winner Northeastern Okla- — atFortSr 
homa A & M College, located in 
Miami, Oklahoma, at 1 p.m. Fri- 
day in the first game of the 2005 
Division I South Central Dis- 
trict Tournament hosted by the 
University of Arkansas at Fort 
Smith. 

The Diamond Warriors, who 
are 29-21 on the Decatur campus 











Woods Communi- 
| ty College 
~ ‘i Kansas City, Mis- 
» > Ti souri, in the 4 
p.m. game. 

Northeastern 
Oklahoma = and 
Maple Woods will 
meet at 7 p.m. to 
wrap up the first 
day of competi- 

tion in the best of three series, 

which continues through Sun- 
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under fourth-year head coach 
Jake Yarborough, will chal- 
lenge Region 16 champ Maple 


Super Regional 


NJCAA World Series scheduled 
May 28- June 4 in Grand Junc- 
tion, Colo, 

The Warriors advanced to the 
tournament by sweeping 
through the Region 23 tourna- 
ment last week in which the 
Warriors were undefeated. 

It was East Central's first-ever 
Region 23 championship in 
baseball and the team will be 
playing for the school’s first- 
ever berth in the NJCAA Col- 
lege World Series at Grand 
Junction, Colo. 
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‘Warriors come up empty 


in district tournament — 


FORT SMITH, Ark. — The 
East Central Community 
College baseball team had pret- 


ty much used its by nately, it came at this time. 7 ) 
pitching and Marty Defensively, we've been very Bapaes* 
defense to achieve strong this year. It’s just that all , Vs, 
its success on the Stamper of a sudden it hit us in one day. A 


baseball diamond this spring. 


So when those two elements Warrior sophomore center 
weren't up to their usual stan- fielder Marcus Davis had a good Central District 
dards Friday, the Warriors made _ showing as he hit a home run in Tournament 
a hasty exit from the NJCAA each game and went 4-for-8 , at Fort Smith, Ark. 
Division I South Central District with four RBIs. Friday's Scores 


Tournament at the University of 
Arkansas-Fort Smith. 

The Warriors lost 8-3 to 
eventual tournament champion 
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M 
College in their first game and 
were eliminated with a 9-4 loss 
to Maple Woods  (Mo.) 
Community College in their 
second game. 

The Warriors finished their 
season with a 29-23 record. 

EC committed six errors 
against NEO which led to six 
unearned runs. The Warriors fol- 
lowed that with an eight-error per- 
formance against Maple Woods. 

EC pitchers combined to 
issue a dozen walks in the two 
games. 

“We just didn't execute defen- 


“We fell short. This is proba- 


bly the worst defensive day that 


we've had all year, and unfortu- 


We just didn’t execute. 


“Marcus is a good ballplay- 
er,” Yarborough said. “He's got 
a lot of ability and he played 
well. He steps up when we need 
him to and this was one of those 
days we needed him to be at his 
peak and he was there. 

“He'll have a chance to go on 
and play professional baseball. 
We expect him to go a long way 
in his career.” 

Northeastern Okla. 8 

ECCC 3 

The Golden Norsemen scored 
six unearned runs off six EC 
errors in taking the day's opener. 

Two errors in the third inning 
led to five unearned runs for 
NEO as a 1-0 Warrior advantage 
turned into a 5-1 deficit. NEO's 
big hit in the inning was a two- 


















NJCAA South 


Game 1: Northeastern Okla- 
homa A&M 8, East Central 3 
Game 2: Maple Woods (Mo.) 9. 
East Central 4 
| Game 3: NEO 7, Maple Woods 
5, 10 innings 

Saturday's Score 
| Game 4; NEO 14, Maple 

Woods | 


center by Corey Coward. 

The Warriors got their second 
run in the sixth as Davis led off 
with a solo homer in the right- 
field corner. It was his 1tth of 
the year. 

The 42-19 Norsemen got that 
run back in the bottom of the 
inning as Nick Patterson 
reached on an error and scored 
on a two-out infield hit by 
Joseph Godinez. 



























_ sively,” EC head coach Jake run triple by Noel Ahumada. EC got back-to-back doubles 
Yarborough said. “You've got to EC had taken a 1-0 lead inthe from Van Wilson and Taylor 

be playing your best defensively top of the first inning as Davis hit Petty in the top of the seventh to 

when you're ina tournament like a two-out single to center field close to within 7-3. 

this, and we didn’t. and scored on another single to The 29-22 Warriors had 
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East Central players celebrate Marcus Davis’ sixth home run against Northeast- 
ern Oklahoma A&M College. Photo by Marty Stamper. 


chances to further tighten up the 
game in the fifth and sixth 
frames, but stranded five runners, 

“Things have to fall your 
way sometimes, and they did- 
n't,” Yarborough said. "We had 
opportunities and we just didn’t 
get it done at the right time.” 

Warrior ace Josh Miller (11- 
3) took the loss, allowing six 
runs (one earned) on seven hits 
and five walks in six innings. He 
struck out five. : 

“L think we matched up with 
NEO on hits. We may have even 
had more extra base hits, but 
their defense made all the 
plays,” Yarborough said. ~You 
can look on the scoreboard and 
see the difference and that's the 


errors that were made.” 

NEO starter J.T. King (9-0) 
got the win. 

Davis had two of EC's eight 
hits. NEO also had eight hits. 

Maple Woods 9 

ECCC 4 

The Warriors led 4-2 through 
five innings, but the Centaurs 
got into the EC bullpen and 
scored six runs over the final 
three innings to take the win. 

Davis put the Warriors up 1-0 
in the first inning with a solo 
homer to right-center. 

Maple Woods tied the game 
in the third when Nick Jaros sin- 
gled, stole second, and scored 
on a wild pitch. 

The 38-24 Centaurs took a 2- 


1 lead in the top of the fourth on 
a run-scoring infield hit by Chris 
Martin, 

The Warriors made their 
biggest showing at the plate of 
the afternoon in the bottom of 
the fifth as they scored three 
times to take a 4-2 lead. Will 
Pearson and Ken Gordon started 
the inning with singles. Pearson 
scored when Wilson reached on 
an error and Davis followed 
with a two-run single. 

An RBI single by Chris 
Redmon cut the lead to 4-3 in 
the sixth. 

Kevin Hatch (4-2) came on 





in relief of Cody Savell in the 
Continued on page 7A... 
See Warriors... 
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ECCC second baseman Joseph Cavenaugh, left, just say edd 
issed out an infield hit as NEO first baseman = Lefty Delivers ae . 

ae Venghe (7) Sane bee pees on this fifth Ecce sophomore Josh Miller fires to the plate against 

inning sacrifice bunt. Photo by Marty Stamper. the Golden Norsemen of NEO. Photo by Marty Stamper. 





Twin Killing ; 

ECCC first baseman Corey Coward, left, tags out NEO’s 
Noel Ahumada after catching a line drive for the first out 
on the unassisted double play. Photo by Marty Stamper. 
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East Central Diamond Warriors 
sent home after one day 


By Marty Stamper / staff 
writer 

FORT SMITH, Ark. - 
East Central Community 
College's stay in the 
NJCAA South Central 
District Tournament was 
all too brief. 

The Warriors lost 8-3 to 
Northeastern Oklahoma 
A&M College in Friday's 
tournament opener and 
were elimi.ated with a 9- 
4 loss to Maple Woods 
(Mo.) Community College 
in their second game. 
The Warriors finished their 
season with a 29-23 
record. 
Uncharacteristically 
shoddy defense was the 
main culprit in the losses, 
as the Warriors committed 
six errors against NEO and 
eight against Maple 
Woods. 


ing the day’s opener. 


Two errors in the third in- 


ning led to five unearned 
runs for NEO as a 1-0 
Warrior advantage turned 
into a 5-1 deficit. NEO’s 
big hit in the inning was a 
two-run triple by Noel 
Ahumada. 

ECCC had taken a 1-0 
lead in the top of the first 
inning as Davis hit a two- 
out single to center field 
and scored on another 
single to center by Corey 
Coward. 

Carter McQuigg made it 
6-1 with a sacrifice fly in 
the fourth. 

The Warriors got their sec- 
ond run in the sixth as 
Davis led off with a solo 
homer in the right-field 
corner. It was his | 1th of 
the year. 


“You can look on the 
scoreboard and see the dif- 
ference and that’s the er- 
rors that were made.” 
NEO starter J.T. King (9- 
0) got the win. 

Davis had two of ECCC’s 
eight hits. NEO also had 
eight hits. 

Maple Woods 9 

ECCC 4 

The Warriors led 4-2 
through five innings, but 
the Centaurs got into the 
ECCC bullpen and scored 
six mins over the final three 
innings to take the win. 
Davis put the Warriors up 
1-0 in the first inning with 
a solo homer to right-cen- 
ter. 

Maple Woods tied the 
game in the third when 
Nick Jaros singled, stole 
second, and scored on a 
wild pitch. 


one. 

Maple Woods struck for 
three more runs in the 
eight. Jaros, who went 4- 
for-6, had an RBI single. 
Jon Cole came on in relief 
of Hatch and walked In 
another run. ~ 

Jaros doubled in the ninth 
and scored on one of 
ECCC’s eight errors. 
The Warriors had seven 
hits with Davis and 
Pearson both getting two. 
Maple Woods had 1! 1 hits. 
In addition to Jaros’ four. 
Martin and Jake 


Blackwood had two each. 
Maple Woods starter Tyler 
Lipscomb (7-2) got the 
win. 
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“We just didn't execute 
defensively.” ECCC head 
coach Jake Yarborough 
said. “You've got to be 
playing your best defen- 
sively when you're in a 
fournamert like this, and 
we didn’t. 

“We tell short. This is prob- 
ably the worst defensive 
day that We've had all year, 
and unfortunately. it came 
ut this time, Defensively, 
We've been very strong 
this year. [ts just that all 
of a sudden it hit us in one 
day. We just didn’t ex+ 
ecute.” 

Warrior sophomore center 
fielder Marcus Davis had 
a good showing. as he hit 
u home run in each game. 
For the day. he went 4-for- 
8 with four RBIs. 
“Marcus is a good 
ballplayer.” Yarborough 
said. “He's got a lot of abil- 
ity and he played well to- 
day. He steps up when we 
need him to. and this was 
One of those days we 
needed him to be at his 
peak. and he was there. 
“He's an incredible athlete. 
He'll have a chance to go 
on and play professional 
baseball. We expect him to 
g0 a long way in his ca- 
Freer,” 

NEO 8 

ECCC 3 

The Golden Norsemen 
scored six unearned runs 
off six ECCC errors in tak- 


The 42-19 Norsemen got 
that run back in the bottom 
of the inning as Nick 
Patterson reached on an 
error and scored on a two- 
out infield hit by Joseph 
Godinez. 

ECCC got back-to-back 
doubles from Van Wilson 
and Taylor Petty in the top 
of the seventh to close to 
within 7-3, 

The 29-22 Warriors had 
chances to further tighten 
up the game in the fifth and 
sixth frames, but stranded 
five runners. 

“Things have to fall your 
way sometimes, and they 
didn’t,” Yarborough said. 
“We had opportunities, and 
we just didn’t get it done 
at the right time.” 
Warrior ace Josh Miller 
(11-3) took the loss, allow- 
‘ing six runs (one earned) 
on seven hits and five 
walks in six innings. He 
struck out five. 

“You've got to give credit 
to NEO,” Yarborough said. 
“They were very selective 


with him. They didn’t. 


swing at a lot of pitches out 
of the zone. Josh left sev- 
eral pitches up, but he still 
pitched well enough if we 
didn’t make the errors. We 
only gave up two earned 
runs. 

“I think we matched up 
with NEO on hits. We may 
have even had more extra 
base hits, but their defense 
made all the plays, ... 


The 38-24 Centaurs took 


a 2-1 lead in the top of the. 


fourth on a run-scoring in- 
field hit by Chris Martin. 
The Warriors made their 


. biggest showing at the 


plate of the afternoon in 
the bottom of the fifth as 
they scored three times to 
take a 4-2 lead. Will 
Pearson and Ken Gordon 
Started the inning with 
singles. Pearson scored 
when Wilson reached on 
an error and Davis fol- 
lowed with a two-run 
single. 

An RBI single by Chris 
Redmon cut the lead to 4- 
3 in the sixth. 

Kevin Hatch (4-2) came 
on in relief of Cody Savell 
in the top of the seventh 
and gave up a pair of runs 
without allowing a hit. He 
walked two, hit one, and 
was called for a balk. 
Michael Younghanz added 
a sacrifice fly. 

“Kevin’s our closer and he 
just couldn't find the strike 
zone,” Yarborough said. 
“A bunch of times we’ ve 
called on him to go out 
there and do it and he’s 
done it. Today, he just 
couldn’t find it. And we 
had some mistakes there. 
We just didn’t have every- 
thing clicking for us today.” 
In six innings, Savell al- 
lowed three runs (two 
earned) on eight hits. He 
struck out five and walked 





F-13-O 


East Central Baseball Award Winners 





WEEK OF 9-23-05 





Five members of the East Central Community College baseball team received awards 
following their return to Decatur from the NJCAA Division I South Central District 
Tournament at Fort Smith, Ark., last week. Josh Miller, seated at left, received the 
Most Outstanding Pitcher Award and was also named all-state and all-Region 23. 
Kevin Hatch, seated center, was named the Exemplary Player for 2005. Chris Pierce. 
seated right, was voted Best Defensive Player. Marcus Davis, standing left, was named. 
the team’s Most Valuable Player and Best Offensive Player. Davis was also selected to 
the all-state team. John Fortenberry, standing right, was named Most Improved. Photo 


by Marty Stamper. 
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By Tony Krausz 
sports editor 
PERKINSTON — Josh Miller got even 
better after two days of rest. 
The East Central Community College 
pitcher went eight strong innings in an 11-1 
, _ win over Mississippi Delta 






Lie). | Community College in the 
“0 Region XXIII Baseball 
, | Tournament championship 
game on Sunday. 
_ Miller threw a complete 
| game in the Warriors’ tour- 
‘nament opening victory 
against host-team Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College on Thursday. 
“It doesn’t get any better ihn this,” said 
Miller, who gave up one run on three hits 
with six strikeouts on Sunday. “It was a pretty 


www.meridianstar.com 
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Jarriors run to 


$9 
I'm very proud about the way 
our guys responded. 


Warriors coach 
Jake Yarborough 


day, and the odds were in our favor. We let the 
defense play, and we let out bats do the 
talking.” 

ECCC, which hasn't lost since the opening 
game of a doubleheader against Meridian 
Community College on April 19, didn’tiose a 
game at Ken Curly Farris Field in capturing 
its first region title. MDCC needed to win 
two games on Sunday to win the regional 
tourney. 

“I'm very proud about the way our guys 


first region crown 


Sap covet said ECCC head coach Jake 
arborough, whose team improved to 29-21. 
“Toward the end of the year, we talked about 
the only way to get into the playoff is to play 
well. As soon as we got in the playoffs, they 
took off.” 

ECCC took advantage of a tired MDCC 
squad early in Sunday’s title game. The War- 
riors scored two runs in the first inning, two in 
ee is and one in the third to take a 5-0 
ead. 

The Trojans (27-24) advanced to the title 
game by winning an 11-inning contest against 
Meridian Community College that ended at 
12:13 a.m. Sunday. 

“Delta has a great program, and they have 
a good coach (Tony Hancock) running their 
program,” Yarborough said. “They had to be a 
little tired. They beat Meridian (Community 


College) twice, and Meridian was projected as 
the No. 1 seed in the tournament.” 

Corey Coward, who produced the game- 
winning hit against MDCC on Saturday in 
the semis, opened the scoring with a two-run 
double in the first i inning. 

The shot to left-center field brought home 
Van Wilson and Marcus Davis for a 2-0 lead 
after the first inning of play. 

“It is always important to get out ahead in 
every game,” Coward said. “It takes pressure 
off the defense and hitters.” 

The Warriors added two more runs to their 
lead in the bottom of the second inning. 
Wilson hit a sacrifice fly to bring home a run, 
and Chris Pierce scored on a passed ball for a 
4-0 lead. 

* See Warriors 
Page B3 
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East Central players . 


proud of 2005 campaign 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

FORT SMITH, Ark. — While 
they certainly would have liked to 
have performed better than they 
did in the NJCAA Division I South 
Central District Tournament, on 
Friday, the East Central Commu- 
nity College Warriors won't be all 
that heartbroken when they reflect 
back on their 2005 accomplish- 
ments. | 
The Warriors 


eastern Okla- 
homa A&M Col- 
| lege and 9-4 to 
Maple Woods 
Le - (Mo.) Commu 
nity College in the district tourna- 
ment. ECCC committed 14 errors 
in the two games. Six of NEO's 
runs were unearned. 

As far as wins, the 29-23 record 
this spring ties the 1992 (29-19) 
and 1993 (29-15) ECCC teams for 
fifth-highest in school history. The 
29 wins lag well behind the 40-18 
school record set by the 1997 team 
and trail the 32-22 mark held by 
the 1998 state championship team. 

But the current squad managed 
to pull off a feat that none of the 
previous Warrior baseball teams 
accomplished — win a region 





championship. 
Sophomore center fielder 
Marcus Davis put on a power show 


Friday, as he homered in each 


, lost 8-3 to North- © 


id 
I was really glad we had 
something record-setting 
for this school, something 
thts school has never done. - 


ECCC pitcher 
Kevin Hatch 


game and went 4-for-8 for the day 
with four RBIs. 

“I had a pretty good day,” said 
Davis, who was named team Most 
Valuable Player and Best Offen- 
sive Player. “We lost, so that’s still 
a big blow to me. 

“If we could have taken back 
some of the errors we made, I 
think the outcome would have 
been a little different. I think we 
could have beat both of those 
teams. Not taking anything away 
from them because they were good 
teams, but I think if we had made 
some defensive plays, that would 
have changed the outcome of the 


games. 


“We started out our year on fire, 
then we started slippin toward 
the middle. Then we pic 
toward the end and ended up fin- 
ishing with a winning record, and 
that’s always good to finish with a 
winning record.” 

Especially when your team went 


= 
cs 


cked it up. 


12-29 the previous spfing and 
wasn't high on the list of possible 
region championship contenders 
coming into this year, 

“It was @ great season and 
record setting for this school, as 


far as going to the regional and 


winning it and going on and repre- 
senting the state of Mississippi,” 
said sophomore pitcher Josh 
Miller, whose 11-3 mark earned 
team Most Outstanding Pitcher 
honors. 

“| was pretty thrilled with my 
season,” said sophomore pitcher 
Kevin Hatch, who was voted 
ECCC’s Exemplary Player for 
2005. “I had a lot better season 
than I had last year. 

“I was really glad we had some- 
thing record-setting for this school, 
something this school has never 
done, | was really proud of the 
whole team.” 

“It was a preat season,” said 
freshman shortstop Chris Pierce, 
who was named ECCC’s Best 
Defensive Player. “We had a lot of 
achievements throughout the year. 
A couple of players were named 
all-state and winning the region 
was huge for this school. It’s an 
experience all of us enjoyed.” 

Redshirt freshman pitcher John 
Fortenberry was scheduled to 
start a third game in the district 
tournament if the Warriors got that 


See ECCC 
Page B3 
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PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR 


RISING TO THE OCCASION 
East Central Community College freshman Taylor Petty (14) arrives at 
home plate after hitting a home run earlier this season. ECCC's season 
ended on Friday at the Fort Smith, Ark., Super Regional tournament. 
The Warriors finished with a 29-23 record. 
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far. When it was obvious they 
wouldn't, he tossed the ninth 
inning against Maple Woods. 
He struck out three batters, 
although one reached on a 
passed ball. 

Fortenberry impressed 
several NEO players and fans 
when they discovered the 
reason he was 4 wearing 4 











helmet after losing an eye 
after being struck in the face 
APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER | 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES ___ 
UNION APPEAL. 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL __ 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 


IMPACT 











Weekor D-A3*O> 





by a line drive in January of : 


04. | 
“l’'m glad how we did this 
season,” said Fortenberr 


who was named ECCC’s 
Most Improved Player. “T've 
just got next year to come 
back and look forward to. I 
hope to get all these 
freshmen back. That would 
be really good.” 


Next year, all 15 of the 


MACIC teams will be com- 


peting in Division IL. 
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The long ride back from Fort 
Smith, Ark., gave the members 
of the East Central by 


Community wy 
College baseball , 


team plenty of time 
to think of what tebe have been 
as well as reflect on what they 
had accomplished this spring. 

- The Warriors lost 8-3 to 
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M 
College and 9-4 to Maple 
Woods (Mo.) Community 
College in the district tourna- 
‘ment on Friday. EC committed 
14 errors in the two games. 

In going 29-23 in 2005, the 
Warriors’ win total ties for the 
fifth highest in school history. 

But the current squad man- 
aged to pull off a feat that none 
of the previous Warrior baseball 
teams could accomplish — win 
a region championship. 

Sophomore center fielder 
Marcus Davis put on a power 
show Friday as he homefed in 
each game and went 4-for-8 for 
with four RBIs, 

"I had a pretty good day,” 
said Davis, who was named 
team Most Valuable Player and 
Best Offensive Player. “We lost, 
so that’s still a big blow to me. 
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riors reflect on 2005 season 


think the outcome would have 
been a little different. I think we 
could have beat both of those 
teams. Not taking- anything 
away from them because they 
were good teams, but \| think if 
we had made some defensive 
plays, that would have changed 
the outcome of the games. 

“We started out our year on 
fire, then we started slipping 
toward the middle. Then we 
picked it up toward the end and 
ended up finishing with a winning 
record, and that’s always good to 
finish with a winning record.” 

Especially when your team 
had a dismal 12-29 showing the 
previous year and wasn't 
edo do 2, lok alter ul 
time around, 

“It was a great season and 
record setting for this school, as 
far as going to the regional and 
winning it and going on and rep- 
resenting the state of Mississ- 
ippi.” said sophomore pitcher 


Josh Miller, whose 11-3 mark: 


earned team Most Outstanding 
Pitcher honors. 

“T was pretty thrilled with my 
season,” said sophomore pitcher 
Kevin Hatch, who was. voted 
EC’s Exemplary Player for 


“If we could have taken back 2005. “I had a lot better season 











something record-setting for 
this school, something this 
school has never done. I was 
really proud of the wkole team.” 
“It Was a great season,” said 
freshman shortstop Chris Pierce, 
who was named EC's Best 
Defensive Player. “We had a lot of 
achievements throughout the year. 
A couple of players weré named 
all-state and winning the region 
was huge for this school. It’s an 
experience all of us enjoyed.” 
Redshirt freshman pitcher 
John Fortenberry was scheduled 
to start a third in the dis- 
trict tournament if the Warriors 
got that far. When it was obvi- 
ous they wouldn't, he tossed the 
ninth inning against Maple 
Woods. He struck out three bat- 
ters, although one reached on a 
ball. 


“Tm glad how we did this 
season,” said Fo , who 
was named EC’ s Most 
Improved Player after missing 
the entire 2004 season as the 
result of losing his rig ht eye 
after being struck in face 
with a line drive. “I've just got 
next year to come back and look 
forward to. 1 hope to get all 
these freshmen back. That 


some of the errors we made, I _ than I had last year. would be really good.” 
APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER -CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES “ NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL _ > NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT _ 








CLARION-LEDGER 

















_add three e si 


East Central Community 
College has signed three 
more baseball ¢. ve 
players for the. jum 
2006 season, | 
announced 7 
-ECCC head baseball coach 
Jake Yarborough. 


The latest Signees are 


Cade Savant, a 6-foot-1, 220- 
pound right-handed 
pitcher/first baseman from 
Abbeville. La; Sean 
Thompson, a 6-foot, 160- 
pound right-handed 
pitcher/infielder, from 
Junction City, Ark. and 
Kevin Duckworth, a south- 
paw hurler from Petal High 
School. 

Savant, a former standout 
at North Vermilion High 
School, : went 3-1 on the 
mound Wuring his injury- 
plagued senior season, post- 
ing a 2.36 earned run aver- 
age. He also batted .367 with 
four home runs. 

He was named to the All- 
State, All-Parish, All-District 
and All-Acadiana teams fol- 
lowing the 2005 campaign. 

He batted .400 his junior 
year with six home runs, 
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iees for 2006 





Thompson, a former 
standout at Junction City 
High School, went 14-3 on 
the mound in 2005 with a 
2.75 earned run average and 
led Junction City to the state 
semifinals, — , 

His post-season honors 
include being named to the 
All-Region, All-State, All- 
District and All-Star teams. 

Thompson posted a 9-2 
record in 2004 with a 2.38 
ERA and helped lead 
Junction City to the °n04 
State championship and « 28. 
9 overall record. He also bat- 
ted .361 with two home runs. 
two triples, 10 doubles and 
31 RBIs, 

Thompson received his 
team’s most valuable player 
award and was presented 
MVP honors in the Outlaw 
Classic in Dierks, Ark. and 
the Arkansas State Class AA 
Championship, 

Duckworth went 9-3" on 
the mound during 2005, post., 
ing a 1.56 ERA for the 
Panthers, who advanced to 
the state finals en route to a 
30-8 record. He also fanned 


105 batters, 
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NEWTON RECORD 
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EC adds trio 
of pitchers 


from combined reports 

Fresh off a Region 23 
championship, East Cen- 
tral Community College 
head baseball coach Jake 
Yarborough has been 
busy on the recruiting 
trail in an attempt to 
reload for next season. 

Yarborough has 
announced three signees 
in the last week for the 
Diamond Warriors, all 
three of which could see 
action on the mound 
when they arrive at 
ECCC. 

Two of the new players 
are from out of state — 
Sean Thompson of Junc- 
tion City, Ark., and Cade 
Savant of North Vermil- 


See ECCC, Page 28 
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ion (La.) High School — 


while the other, Kevin 
Duckworth, prepped at 
Petal High School. | 
Duckworth signed his 
national letter-of-intent 
last week with the War- 
riors after posting a 9-3 
record at Petal this past 


spring. The southpaw runs 


posted a_ spectacular 
earned-run average of 1.56 
and struck out 105 batters 
for the Panthers, who 
went 30-8 and advanced to 
the Class 5A state champi- 
onship. 

Savant. a 6-foot-1, 220- 
pound right-handed pitch- 
er and first baseman from 
Abbeville, La., was 3-1 on 
the hill with a 2.36 ERA. At 
the plate, he hit .367 with 
four home runs, picking 
up all-state honors in the 


process, 

Savant, who hit .400 
with six homers during 
his junior season, also 
picked up All-Parish, All- 
District and All- Acadiana 
teams following his 2005 
campaign. | 

Thompson, a 6-foot, 160- 
pound right-handed pitch- 
er and infielder, was 14-3 
on the mound with a 2.75 
ERA as he led Junction 
City to the Arkansas state 
semifinals. 





lp - 13-05 


Thompson’s postseason 
honors included being 
named to the All-State, 
All-Region, All-District 
and All-Star teams. As a 
junior, he was 9-2 on the 
mound with a 2.38 ERA 
and helped lead his squad 
to the 2004 state champi- 
onship. 

In picking up his team’s 
Most Valuable Player hon- 
ors, Thompson’ also hit 
.361 with a couple of home 
, 10 doubles and 31 
RBIs; and he was the MVP 
in the Outlaw Classic in. 
Dierks, Ark., as well as the 
Arkansas Class AA State 
Championship. 
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Petal Pitcher Joins 
ECCC Diamond Warriors 


DECATUR--Former 
Petal High School south- 
Paw hurler Kevin 
Duckworth has signed a 
national letter of intent with 


College in Decatur, an- 
nounced ECCC head 
baseball coach Jake 
Yarborough. 

Duckworth went 9-3 on 


East Central Community the mound during 2005 
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posting a 1.56 earned run 
average for the Diamond 
Panthers who advanced to 
the state finals en route to 
a 30-8 record. He also 
fanned 105 batters. 
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Arkansas Hurler Joins ECCC 
Diamond Warriors 


Sean Thompson, a former baseball] standout at Junction City H igh School in 
Junction City, Ark.. has signed a national letter of intent with East Central 

-ommunity College in Decatur. Miss. Thompson, a 6’, 160-pound right- 
handed pitcher/infielder, went 14-3 on the mound in 2005 with a 2.75 earned 
run average andJed Junction City to the state semi-finals. His post-season 
honors include being named to the All-Region, All-State, All-District and 
All-Star teams. Thompson posted a 9-2 record in 2004 with a 2.38 ERA and 
helped lead Junction City to the 2004 state championship and a 28-9 overall 
record. He also batted .361 with two home runs, two triples, 10 doubles and 
31 RBIs. He received his team’s most valuable player award and was 
presented MVP honors in the Outlaw Classic in Dierks, Ark., and the Arkansas 
State AA Championship. The new Diamond Warrior is pictured during a 
recent signing ceremony at ECCC with his parents, Angel and Kevin 
Thompson of Junction City, and ECCC head baseball coach Jake Yarborough 
(standing). East Central won the 2005 Region 23 championship en route to 
a 29-23 record, (EC Photo) 
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EC’s Yarborough gets 
national award 
@ Leading the East Central 
Community College baseball 
program to its first Region 23 
title has resulted in a national 
honor for Diamond Warrior 
head coach Jake Yarborough. 
Yarbor- . — 
ough, who 
earlier was 
named 
NJCAA Divi- 
sion 1 Region 
23 Coach of 











lowing his | “~ 
2005 squad's a~ 
successful Yarbrough 
season, was 
recently notified by letter that 
he has been selected American 
Baseball Coaches Associa- 
tion/Diamond Sports Company 
NJCAA Division 1 Region 23 
Coach of the Year. 

Yarborough will receive the 
award during the ABCA Nation- 


_ al Convention in Chicago, Jan. 
. 5-8, 2006. The award ceremo- 
" ny takes place on Friday, Jan. 


6 at the Hall of Fame/Coach of 
the Year Banquet at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel. 

“We had a great bunch of 
kids on the team who worked 
very hard all year. | certainly 
give credit to them and my 
assistant (Dusty Hillman) for 
our success,” Yarborough said, 

The Diamond Warriors, who 
advanced to the NJCAA Super 
Regional after winning the _ 
Region 23 title, finished the | 
season with a 29-23 record. 
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Former ECCC baseball players 
continue careers at 4-year schools 


After helping lead East Central Community 
College to its first Region 23 baseball title and 
NJCAA Super Regional appear- roms 
ance, several members of the 2005 a 
squad are hoping to continue their school | 
success at various four-year col- 
leges and universities. 

Outfielder Marcus Davis of Magee, who led 
Warrior sluggers with a .322 batting average, has 
signed with Alcorn State University. Davis, an all- 
state selection, also led the Diamond Warriors in 
home runs (12) and RBIs (32). In addition, he had 
a triple and three doubles. He was selected the 
Diamond Warriors’ Most Valuable Player and 
received the Best Offensive Player award. 

Continuing his career at Mississippi Valley 
State University is outfielder Van Wilson of 
Collinsville, a product of West Lauderdale High 
School. Wilson batted .279 and had four homers, 
three triples, nine doubles and 21 RBIs. 

First baseman Corey Coward of Noxapater has 
joined the University of West Alabama squad. 
Coward batted .299 with two home runs, a triple, 
eight doubles and 33 RBIs, 
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Joining the Jacksonville State (Ala.) 
University baseball team is southpaw hurler Josh 
Miller of Elysian Fields, Texas. Miller went 11-3 
on the mound and posted a 2.03 earned run aver- 
age. He fanned 90 batters. He was named to the 
All-Region 23 and all-state teams and was select- 
= the Diamond Warriors’ most outstanding pitch- 


oe Joseph Cavenaugh of Decatur is now 
a member of the Belhaven College baseball team. 
Cavenaugh batted .218 and had four doubles, a 
triple and 15 RBIs. 

Right-handed pitcher Cody Savell of Newton 
is continuing his career at Delta State University. 
Savell posted a 5-6 mark and had a 3.87 earned 
run average. He struck out 64 batters. 

Second baseman Chris Pierce of Petal has 
transferred to William Carey College following a 
one-year stint on the Decatur campus. Pierce bat- 
ted .242 and had one home run, four doubles and 
17 RBIs. 

The 2005 Diamond Warriors, led by fourth- 
year head coach Jake Yarborough, completed the 
season with a 29-23 record. 
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program. The Diamond Warriors, 
winning the Region 23 Divis 
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On display ——. 


_ These graduating sophomore members of the 2005 Region 23, Division 1 championship 
‘East Central Community College baseball team display rings received during a cere- 
mony held recently on the Decatur campus. From left are southpaw hurler Josh Miller 


of Elysian Fields, Texas; outfielder Van Wilson of West Lauderdale; 





Coleman of Louisville. Head coach Jake Ya Dusty miliman F 
sented rings, team photos and other memorabilia to squad members during the special 
ced to the NJCAA Super Regional after 
season with a 29-23 record. 
lowing the successful campaign. 





who advan 
crit cla inal 1 f:, Lt ny Fi u i =i 
Yaborough received Coach of the Year honors | 
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assistant Dusty Hillman pre- 
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Alumni Diamond Warriors Reunite 
These former. East Central Community College baseball players put on their 
md War ns One more time as they participated in an alumni 
vane onjunction with homeco WE Gia tansenstcte, 
001), Robby Carey (Class of 2004 |, Lewis Bradford (Class of 2002), and Larkin 
Chap lass of 1977 - Kneeling are Coe Warren (Class of 1988), ECCC 
















baseball coach Jake Yarborough (Class of 1992), Fabian Huddleston (Class 
of 1992), Scott Hill (Class of 1989), Dusty Hillman, ECCC assistant baseball, 





coach; and Jonathan Sigrest (Class of 2004). anding ar ‘ison (Class 
e 1978), — Acriacih- Attended 1996 Al ,a current member of the Detroit 
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EC Instructors to hold art show, organ recital 


Special to The Record 





The Division of Fine Aris — 


at East Central Community 


College in Decatur will pre- | 


sent an exhibition by art 
instructor Bruce Guraedy 
and an organ recital by 
music keyboard instructor 
Len Bobo at 7 pm. on 
Thursday, Feb. 3 in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Auditori- 
um. 

There is no charge to 
attend and the public is 


invited. A reception will be | 


held immediately following 
the organ recital. 


The Guraedy exhibit will — 


consist of 12 to 20 works 
mostiy of landscapes 
around the east central area 
of Mississippi as well as 
New Mexico, Texas, Col- 
orado and Montana. 

“T've used a whole host of 
mediums for expression 
which include oils, water- 
color, pastels, pencil, pen 
and ink, ink wash, and 
mixed media,” Guraedy 
said. “These are real places 
I've visited over 30 years 
and have attempted to 
express myself with color 
and mood.” 

Bobo’s. program is titled 
“Bach in First Person.” 

“The program will fea- 
ture a brief narration on 
the life of Bach, a most cre- 
ative composer genius,” 


Bobo said. “The beginning ieee ee 
of the program will feature :-= 


four of Bach’s compositions * 
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East Central Community College instructors Bruce Guraedy (right) and Len Bobo (left) will 
present.an art exhibit and organ recital; respectively, on Thursday, February 3) at 7 p.m. in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium on the Decatur campus. The public is invited and there is no 
charge to attend. 

and the second half.of the enced by Bach.” 

program will feature four For more information 
works by composers. influ- 


ape hy 
at it ah 
= 


phone 635-2111, ext. 
(Guraedy) or 227 (Bobo) 
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ECCC Serves As Site 
For Defensive Driving Course 


DECATUR--Teenagers 
as well as.adults who re- 
ceive traffic tickets can 
have those violations re- 
moved from their records 
by taking a Defensive 
Driving Course held at 
East Central Community 
College in Decatur, The 
award-winning course was 
developed by the National 
Safety Council and is pro- 
vided by Mississippi Safety 
Services. Classes are held 
once a month on Thurs- 
days from 5:30 to 9:30 
p-m. in Newton Hall, 


drugs affect people when 
they are operating a ve- 
hicle. Robertson said dis- 
cussions about cell phone 
use are also included in his 
presentation. “We get 
some Interesting conversa- 
tions on cell phone use a 


lot of positives, a lot of 


negatives and some think 
i just does not matter, The 
state law does not Say an) 

thing about cell phone use 
while operating a vehicle, 
What Mississippi law says 


Room 60. The next class 
is scheduled Thursday, 
February |G. Additional 
classes. are scheduled 
March 10, April 14, May 
12 and June 9. Cost to 
take the class is $35. Billy 
Robertson of Philadelphia, 
who serves as class in- 
structor, said “accident 
prevention” 1s the main 
focus of the four-hour 
course, which includes a 
video presentation. “We 
teach awareness, safety 
and provide information on 
what drivers are respon- 


age 2! who complete the 
four-hour course can have 
the violation removed from 
their record and the fine is 
waived as well. Those 
over 21 who take the class 
still have to pay the fine but 
the violation ts not included 
on their record. The De- 
fensive Driving Course ts 
used nationwide for ap- 
proximately 1.45 million 
drivers cach year, Older 
drivers, age 55 and older, 
may also take the course 


sible for while behind the 
steering wheel. We also 
falk about the number of 
people injured and killed 
each year in traffic acct 
dents and how alcoho! and 
drugs affect driving abil- 
ity,” said Robertson, who 
serves as fleet safety of- 
ficer for the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians 
and teaches defensive 
driving courses on the Res- 
ervation. In addition, 
Robertson said he dis- 
cusses emergency maneu- 
vers such as dealing with 


traffic death rate in thé 
nation and most crashe 
are preventable when th 
driver uses the right strat 
egies. Its especially sa 
that Mississippi has th 
highest rate of spinal cor 
injuries due to traffi 
crashes. This class is pre 
lection for everyone,” Fe 
more information, call Mig 
sissippr Safety Services, 
Phone 601-924-7815 of 
cull toll free, 1-800-257- 
2338 











a skid, avoiding a head-on 
collision and how to get the 
best use from anti-lock 
brakes. He points out how 
dangerous 3,000 pounds of 
glass, rubber and steel is 
going down the road.” 
“That’s basically what a 
vehicle is 3.000 pounds of 
glass, rubber and steel,” he 
reiterated. “And if you 
have an irresponsible 
driver behind the steering 
wheel, there's no telling 
what that car is going to 
do. We have to look out for 
the other drivers on the 
road with us.” Robertson 
said he also stresses the 
importance of “staying 
within the speed limit” dur- 
ing his presentation. 
“Speeding 1s the number 
one cause of collisions,” he 
noted, “and for drivers age 
15-24, speeding ts the lead- 
ing cause forcollisions and 
death,” a fact that gets the 
attention of class. partici- 
pants, he says, most of 
whom fall into that age 
category. “We get some 
interesting looks when I 
mention that fact, espe- 
cially when the discussion 
is about how alcohol and 


Defensive Dri 








ving Class instructor Billy Robertson of 


Philadelphia explains the four R’s (Read, Right, Reduce 
and Ride) during a recent class meeting held on the 
East Central Community College campus in Decatur. 


(EC Photo) | 





is anything that distracts a 
person while operating a 
vehicle is against the law, 
and we try to make stu- 
dents aware of that fact,” 
he stated. “And that’s 
some of the basic things 
we discuss in teaching the 
class,” Robertson ex- 
plained. “It’s very impor- 
tant for people operating a 
vehicle to know what their 
responsibilities are and 
what they should or should 
not be doing when they ve 
got the steering wheel in 
their hands.” Robertson 
said traffic violators under 
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t 
and receive a discount on 
their auto insurance premi- 
ums. Employers also use 
the course for employees 
who utilize company ve- 
hicles, and parents opt to 
have their teens take the 
class to be better prepared 
for the hazards of driving, 
“This is life-saving infor- 
mation for drivers of all 
ages,” said Kay Brodbeck, 
executive director of Mis- 
sissippt Safety Services, 
which provides the class in 
nearly 60 locations 
throughout the state. “Mis- 


sissippi has the highest 
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anned Februc ry 23 at ECCC a 
if) biel 


et for the annual Black Histo: 

Month program scheduled at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 23 at East 
Conta! hee College in 





Tyezilr aa) be Ti rp ie: 
| The ECCC Gospel Choir 
will provide special music for the 
event, which will be held in. the 
Vickers Fine Arts Center, Brenda K. 
Johnson serves as choir sponsor. 

Young is pastor of Calvary 
Apostolic | Church in Louisville. He. 
also serves as “District Five 
Supervisor in. Neshoba County. In 
addition, he is a member of the Board 
of Directors for the East Central 
Planning and Development District. 
He is an active 


NAACP. and Commir 











aber of the 
ni y in Action, 
which | ‘Promotes community 
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csbliinieniiiher q’6 lo jest! oom 
He is a 1973 graduate of 
Neshoba Central High. School. He 
also attended Meridian Co 
College, where he received 
certification in Pre-Hosp: 
Emergency Care. He fater attended 
University Medical Genter in 
Jackson and received: ion in, 
Emarmeney. = _Medicine/EMT 











ree ‘istaeton: ty i 
East Central Community College. , 


and his wife Sheryl 


have & Pov tng ‘Shanda Young, a 


graduate of Mistissippi State 


University. 

Fotis: diosa ei emasion 
regarding the Black History Program, 
contact Brenda K. Johnson at ECCC, 
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ECCC Workforce Development Center Staff 


Above are members of the East Central Community College's Workforce Development Staff whose mission is “to 
support businesses, industries and communities with assessment, training, job placement, consultation and educational 
services designed to improve the economy by enhancing the capabilities of citizens in the ECCC district.” Front 
row, from left, are Roger Whitlock, Center Director: Blake Warren, Productivity Enhancement Lab Trainer; Kay 
MeLeod, Dislocated Worker Program Coordinator; and Tina Harris. Basic Skills Specialist. Back row, from left, are 
Joe Renaud, Personal Development Specialist: Chris Clark, Workforce Development Coordinator: Chris Harris, 
Work-Based Learning Coordinator; and Ronald B. Westbrook, Director, Small Business Development Center. For 
more information contact the ECCC Workforce Development Center, Decatur. MS 3932 7, Phone 635-2111 or call 
_ toll free, 1-877-462-3222. ext. 299; (EC Photo) 
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CA gt. Kel he uff ff of the U.S, Marine 
Corps TV ; his unit’s 
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has w former 
hotter of The Sev County Times tn Fors 
aweekly newspaper : 
previo sly owned by his : 
late father, Brig’! OV 0 


Johnston. — 
_ His story is about — 
Hho Ree 





ee 





Echo Battery, 2nd : | 
Battalion, 14th Marthe hevitguartereds in 
The unit was activated an. 4, and 


Kelly left Jan. 7 for training alifornia. 
He ts scheduled to arrive n inde in early 





March.” 

*Tadeire him for his positive attitude.” 
Bubby said. “] have a ‘deal of respect 
for. Kelly, as well as all the men and women 

ving our country.” 
Pits bimaelt kas two maples in the 
U.S. race National Guard, One recently 
returned from Kuwait, and the other is 
serving in Iraq now. 











al so know that I’m proud to 
iy country in a military Branch 

feel close to, Soldier in all military 

| ced their lives for the 
fone rime noo tapatanr 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO 


ECCC HONORS 
A resolution and plaque commemorating the service of longtime East 
Central Community College Board of Trustees member Silas O'Neal 
of Carthage was presented to family members at the February board 
meeting. Board Chairman Prentice Copeland, left, of Philadelphia is 
shown making the presentation to O'Neal's widow, Helen Mcintosh 
O'Neal, and their daughter, Dr. Kimsey O'Neal Cooper, both of 
Carthage. O'Neal served 16 years as a trustee prior to his death in 
December 2004. Dr. Cooper was named to succeed her father on the 
ECCC board. Also pictured is ECCG President Phil Sutphin. 
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scheduled April 14 


Jobs, jobs and more jobs 
will be on the minds of Hast 
Central Community College 
students when the College 
hosts its fifth annual Business, 
Education and Healthcare 
Expo Thursday, April 14, on 
the Decatur campus, 


The public is also invited to 
attend the free event, which is 
scheduled from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building. 

Approximately 65 vendors 
are expected to participate in 
this year’s Expo, according to 
committee chairman Chris 
Harris who serves as the Col- 
lege’s Work-Based Learning 
Coordinator. 


“We are once again very 
pleased with the response, we 
have received from the various 
vendors and are looking for- 
ward to another successful 
event,” Harris said. 

“Our students have 
expressed how much they 
enjoy meeting the various ven- 
dors and learning more about 
the employment, educational 
and military, opportunities 
available throughout Missis- 
sippi. 

“The vendors have-aiso 
indicated how much they have 


LAKE MESSENGER 


been pleased with our stu- 
dents. So this event is obvious- 


ly a win-win situation for all 


concerned.” 


Harris said approximately 
500 students and several off- 
campus visitors attended the 
2004 Expo, and he expects an 
even larger crowd this year. 


“Many East Central stu- 
dents received jobs as a result 
of last year’s Expo, and several 
made decisions on where they 
wanted to continue their edu- 
eation. We certainly expect 
another great turnout from our 
student body for this year’s 
event,” Harris said. 


Vendors who have already 
committed to participate in the 
2005 Expo include Baptist 
Health: Systems, Alzheimer’s 
Association, 

Mississippi State Universi- 
ty Agriculture Department, 
HMP Nursing Services, Inc., 
Care Center of Louisville, Cen- 
tral Mississippi Medical Cen- 
ter, : 

Central Mississippi Resi- 
dential Center, Delta State 
University, Rankin Medical 
Center, Mississippi State Uni- 
versity ROTC, 
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tion |S. Navy, University 
Medea! Center School of Nurs- 
ing. Uewersity Hospitals and 
Clima 

Useersity of West Alaba- 
ma. Ueiversity of Southern 
Miss#eepi School of Nursing, 
ESOS Corporation, Jackson 
State Paiversity Office of Mar- > 
ketimeand Recruitment, 

Le*ey Memorial Hospital, 
La-2-Sey South, Millsaps Col- 
lege Wississippi Air National 
Gue-t Mississippi College, 
Missweippi Valley State Uni- 

—_ 

Mesissippi State Hospital, - 
Missesippi State University, 
MSU Meridian, Mississippi 
University for Women, River 
Oaks Gealth System, 


Resh Health System, Scott 
Regione! Hospital, St. Dominic 
Hosea! and Sta-Home Health 
Agessy 

There is no charge for ven- 
dors & reserve space. 


Fe more information con- 
tact Chris Harris, Expo Com- 
mittee Chairman, East Central 
Commanity College, P.O. Box 
129. Decatur, MS 39327, or 
telemihene 635-2111 or toll free, 
1-877-462-3222, ext. 305. 

The email address is char- 
ris@eeec.edu. 
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ECCC Coaches ‘Pied’ for Cancer! ~ “Why did we do this?” is probably what East 
Central Community College coaches Terry Underwood (left) and Jake Yarborough 
said to each other after they were “pied” in the face by their wives during halftime 
activities of the Warrior’s season-ending basketball game with Meridian 
Community College. The two coaches were good sports throughout the event and 
more importantly helped raise almost $230 for the American Cancer Society. 
Money was collected during the basketball games and the coach with the most 
funds was designated as the one to receive a pie in the face thrown by his wife. 
However, the amount collected was so close that pies were “presented” to both! 
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Outstanding ECCC Instructor, Student Honored: FCCC social studies history instructor Phil- 
lip Crenshaw (seated third fromieft) of Meridian and sophomore associate degree nursing 
major Jodi Partndge (seated center} of Philadelphia were among outstanding faculty mem- 
bers and students representing Mississippi's public and private universities and colleges who 
were honored by the Mississippi Legislature during the 18th annual HEADWAE Program. Also 
pictured with the honorees-are ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (seated left), and (stand- 
ing from left) State Rep. Gale G egory. of — honoree spouses Sean Partridge and Kim 


Crenshaw, and Rep. Scott Boun 
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yy ROBBIE ROBERTSON /THE NEWTON RECORD 
East Central President Dr. Phil Sutphin stands in front of the college's sign earlier this week, Sutphin was named The Newton Record's Citizen of The Year for 2005, 





ECCC president delivers ibis commitment to the community 


The Neion Record 


ou can find out everything you 
need to know about East Central. 
Community College president Dr. 
Phil Sutphin by looking at his 
ear tag GO2ECCC. 

Sutphin is in his fifth year as 
president of the Decatur school. 
And during that time, Sutphin has 
established himself as a proven 
administrator and community leader. 

And now he can add The Newton 
Record’s Citizen of the Year Award to 
his long list of accomplishments. 


Growth 

As president at East Central, Sut- 
phin has compiled one of the longest 
winning streaks around. The school 
has posted a record enrollment for the 
20th straight season. In 1985 when for- 
mer president Dr. Eddie Smith started 
the college’s recruitment program, 
enrollment was at 819. Enrollment 
this past fall was at 2,739 students. 
Since Sutphin took over in 2000, 
enrollment has grown more than 300 
students. 

“Growth, that’s just what we do,” 
Sutphin said with a huge grin on his 
face. “It’s expected.” 

Sutphin gave a majority of the cred- 
it for the school’s growth to Joe Kil- 
lens, who heads the school’s recruit- 
ment program. 

*Joe and his staff do a great job,” 
Sutphin said. “You have to get out to 
the high schools and let the students 
know who you are, But recently, our 
biggest growth has been in the non- 
traditional students.” 

Sutphin also says that part of East 
Central's growth is part of the state’s 
overall growth in the community col- 





. growth,” 


Sutphin said. “I think people 
are seeing us as a viable alternative. 
I'm not saying everybody in the state 
has seen our kind of growth but we 
are part of an overall growth in the 
community colleges.” 


Tough times 


While the college-has enjoyed the » 
fruits of growth, it has also suffered 
from the sting of a weak economy and 
continued funding problems from the 
state Legislature. Now Sutphin spends 
plenty of time in Jackson with other 


full-time professors teach overload 


"a classes.” 





ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
East Central Community College President Phil Sutphin sits at his desk and checks on 
the budget situation at the state Legislature. 


leges. 
“It’s not just us, everybody has seen 


community college presidents lobby- 
ing the Legislature and keeping an 
eye on his funding. 

“My first year was really the last 
good year in terms of the budget,” 
Sutphin said. “Since then, we’ve had 
to deal with budget cuts from the Leg- 
islature every year.” 

But during that time, Sutphin said 
the school hasn't let a single employee 
go but has kept a few positions open. 

“When you only have one Physics 
teacher, you can’t eliminate that posi- 
tion, you have to offer Physics,” he 
Said. “But we have a good number 


of adjunct faculty and most of our 


And while other managers might be 


| looking for areas to trim, Sutphin see 


every position .as valuable. 
“All the way up from sroundskeep- 
ing, everybody on this campus has a 


| valuable job on this campus,” Sutphin 


said. “Just take groundskeeping. 
Others might say you can cut some 

of those positions. But in my mind, 
those are some of our most valuable 
employees. You only get one chance to 
make a first impression to prospective 
students. And what's the first thing 
they see at the school, the grounds.” 


in the community 
While it’s tough enough to run a 


| college, Sutphin finds time in his 


schedule for a variety of community 
services. 

He’s immediate past president of 
the Decatur Chamber of Commerce 
and sits on the boards of the Newton 
County Tourism Council and Habitat 


for Humanity. He also helped with the 


group put together to honor Medger 
Evers and is part of Newton County’s 
ongoing strategic planning process. 

“Sometimes it’s hard but you have 
to make priorities,” Sutphin said. 
“Sometimes it’s an 8-5 day and other 
times it's a 7-10 day.” 

But more importantly than the civic 
aspect of serving on various boards, - 
Sutphin said it’s simply just part of 
his job. | 

“This job is about promoting this 
college and protecting the mission of 
the institution,” Sutphin said. “Every- 
thing you do and every decision you 
make as how you serve is based on 
that.” 


housed in archives. In addi- 
tion, the College’s display of 
Alumni Association award 
recipients is included in the 
project, which is funded 
mostly through private dona- 
tions that now total more 
than $20,000. Tax-deductible 
contributions for the Memo- 
rabilia Room may be sent to 
the Office of Foundation and 
Alumni Relations. 

A project recently com- 
pleted on the College’s 
South Campus is the réno- 
vation of two classrooms:in 
the Frank Rives Education- 
al Building. The additional 
classroom space is being 
utilized to help accommo- 
date the College’s. increas- 
ing enrollment. 

The Rives Building is part 
of the old Newton County 
High School the College 
purchased several years ago 
for classroom and office 
space. The building houses 
the Mathematics and Com- 
puter Science Division, and 
the Practical Nursing and 
Emergency Medical Techni- 


APPEARE cian programs, 


Although much is hap- 


LAKE ME: pening with the growth of 


ECCC, Dr. Sutphin said 


SCOTT Cc there are still several major 


physical needs yet to be met. 


UNION AF At the top of the list are a 


new science building anda Ind 


WINSTON _ band hall. 


ecause of our reliance 


SPIRIT OF on "State bond issues for 
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lines many 


monies to construct major 
facilities such as the Eddie 


M. Smith Student Union, we pro 


are always behind in meet- 








ing our facility needs. The level workers : 


College desperately needs a 
new science building with 
expanded capacity for lec- 
ture and labs. As enrollment 
increases, the need for class 
sections increases, but. the 
available facilities for those 
classes are not keeping up at 
the same pace,” Dr. Sutphin 
said. “Another significant 
need,” he added, “is a band 
hall for the Wall O’ Sound 
Marching Band. The exist- 
ing facility is just not ade- 


quate to meet the needs of 


the current band program. 
A new band hall would meet 
those needs and also expand 
the space needed for the 
vocal program by allowing 
the current band hall to 
become the choir room.” 

Dr. Sutphin said the Col- 
lege’s long-range plan out- 


needs for East Central, and 
the ones_previously men- 
tioned only touch the sur- 
face, 

“As the College continues 
to grow, new programs and 
facilities will be required 


and we look forward to the 
challenging opportunities 
that growth affords,” Be 
said. 

The most recent oro 
grams added to the Col- 
carrion 


lege’s 





lege’s Workforce Selon. 





and |ERIDIAN STAR 


for industrial Tinta tiedke 
technicians. Classes are 
offered at the College’s Pro- 
ductivity Enhancement Lab 
located at the Philadel- 
phia/Neshoba County Voca- 
tional-Technical Center. 
Current course offerings 
range from the delivery of a 
comprehensive five-level 
apprenticeship Peperain 
(through the National | | 
ter for Construction Educa. 

tion and Research) to the 
scheduling of short-term 
(24-hour), tonie ‘specified 


es. ayainees | have the oppor- 
tunity to earn Apprentice- 
ship-to-Journeyman status 
credentials by completing 
the program. 
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State Academic Teams, 
which recognizes scholarly 
achievements and leader- 
ship accomplishments of 
students enrolled the state’s 
community and junior col- 
leges. 

Talbert, a communica- 
tions major with a 3.83 
grade point average, was 

| the First Team 
and received a $1,000 schol- 
arship. Fleming, a pre-med 
major with a 3.56 GPA, was 
chosen on the Second Team. 

Both were honored along 
with other All-Mississippi 
Academic Team members 
by the Mississippi Legisla- 
ture and were guests of 
honor at a luncheon featur- 
ing Governor Haley Bar- 
bour as speaker. The annual 
recognition is coordinated 
by The Clarion-Ledger, Phi 
Theta Kappa International 
Honor Society, Mississippi 








Association of Community tum 
Officially named the Day 
Family Memorial Campus 


and Junior Colleges, and 
the Mississippi State Board 
for Community and Junior 
Colleges. 

Renovation of the East 
Mall area and construction 
of the second phase of the 
Eddie M. Smith Student 
Union are among projects 
underway on the Decatur 
campus. The Bast Mall, 
which refers to the area 


ote, Fem pe dhs named to. it 
the 2004 Mississinp! “All i 
new look, as asphalt and 


“Se aTe 


tee it Mabey Monoril fecal 
Bast Mall project is provi 


ria, has taken on a 


curbing has been replaced 
with a patio surface, con- 
crete sidewalks and land- 
scaping. A wooden deck has 
also been constructed and is 
being used as a stage for 
various entertaining 
groups. Phase I of the pro- 
ject also included relocating 


all utility wiring under- 


ground and the installation 
of outdoor lighting. 

Phase Two of the $90,000 
project begins later this 
spring and includes replac- 
ing the remaining asphalt 
and curbing with the same 


patio surface as in the first 


phase. Additional landscap- 
ing and outdoor lighting are 
also included: in the second 


The focal point of the 
area will be a fountain and 
permanent marker memo- 
Sin ens the Day Arbore- 

project on campus. 


Arboretum and Outdoor 







poo for ie pene 2 ot a 





ed by two $15,000 prants 
from the Mississippi 
Forestry Commission. Pri- 
vate funding is also used in 


the project, most of which 


is being completed by the 
College’s maintenance 
department. 

Construction on the sec- 
ond and final phase of the 
Student Union is underway 
with the project expected to 
Pee by November 


Included in the 20,750 
square-foot facility will be a 





student grill area, lounge, 


conference room, computer 
lab, bookstore, game room 
and the office of admis- 
sions, records and research. 
Most of the funding for 
the $3.6 million project is 
provided by state bond 
monies. Addison Construc- 
tion of Petal, Miss., is the 
contractor. 
Construction is also 
underway for the new Mem- 
orabilia Room located in 


Classroom Project, it was; Burton Library. The special 
established in memory of area will be used to store 


Samuel Marion Day and 
Elizabeth Frances Day of 
Newton County, and 
involved the planting of 
more than 250 trees in 1999 
in an effort to transform the 


campus into a living class- 


and exhibit items relate 
ECCC’s 77-year history 
Books, film and v 
will also form part of the 
historical collection to be 








___ Special to The Record 
A ae fall enrollment, 
student honors and campus 





improvements were among 


highlights of 2004 at East 
Central Community Col- 
lege in Decatur. 

For 20 consecutive years, 
East Central has experi- 
enced a fall semester enroll- 
ment increase, and in 2004 a 
record 2,739 students regis- 
tered for classes on the 
Decatur campus and at var- 
ious off-campus sites in the 
five-county district. 

This year’s student body 
includes 1,877 academic stu- 
dents, 766 technical majors 
and 96 students who are 
enrolled in career courses. 
Of the total, 1,736 are fresh- 
man and 1,003 are sopho- 
mores. 

Regarding the new enroll- 
ment record, ECCC Presi- 
dent Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
responded: “We are proud 
of the continued growth of 
East Central and we pledge 
to continue to provide qual- 
ity instruction and training 
in many programs to the 
citizens of our district.” 

As is the case each year, 
numerous EC students 
received academic and/or 
athletic honors on the 
national and state levels. 

Seven student-athletes 
were named NJCAA Aca- 
demic All-Americans for 
tinguished Academic All- 
Americans - students who 
earned a 3.8 grade point 
average or above - included 
Krissi Harris (fast-pitch 
softball) and Kery McDill 
(tennis), both of Decatur; 
Courtney Puckett (tennis) 
of Louisville; Drew Kenna 
(baseball) and Jonathan 
Sigrest (baseball),. both of 
Forest; Jim Talley (base- 
ball) of Saltillo and Cyrus 
Doe (soccer) of Monrovia, 
Liberia. Students chosen 
Academic All-Americans- 
those with 3.6 grade point an 
averages or above- included 
Miranda Rosar (basketball) 
of Union and Rita Birden 
(basketball) of Monroe, La. 


Kristin Chaney of Little 
Rock, a standout member of 
the Lady Warrior basket- 
ball and softball teams, also 
received All-American 
recognition as she was the 
only freshman softball play- 
er chosen on the All-Ameri- 
can Second Team. She was 
also selected All-Region 23, 
All-State and AIlL-Division 
and helped lead the Lady 
Warriors to a 26-14 regular 
season record and a berth 
in the state playoffs. 

Chaney. also played a key 
role in eating the Lady 
Warrior basketball team to 
the Region 23, MACJC and 
South Division titles and a 
berth in the NJCAA Divi- 
sion I Women’s National 
Basketball Championship 
in Salina, Kansas. The Lady 
Warriors finished runners: 
up in the in Consolation 
Bracket and were ranked 
eighth in the final NJCAA 
poll with a record of 31 wins 
and just four losses. Honors Ass 
she received included being 
named to the All-Region 23 
Tournament Team and 
asics team All-State. 

Rodeo team member 
Pisce Smart of Newton 
also received national 
recognition by placing 
tenth in the bull riding com- 
petition at the College 
National Finals Rodeo held 
in Casper, Wyomi 

National honors were 
also presented to students 
in various clubs and organi- 
zations. | 

The College’s Theta .Xi 
Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international 
honor society for two-year 
colleges, received honors at 
the organization’s interna- 
tional convention held in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Theta Xi was named a 
Distinguished Chapter, 


Jenna Talbert of Newton 
received a Distinguished 
pTesigent award 


Cua : 





for new a a Para ‘te 


DeAnna 


Decatur placed second in 
Major Appliance Repair, 
and Mathew Smith of Mor- 
ton finished eighth in 
Industrial Motor Controls. 

Students enrolled in the 
College’s practical nursing 
and surgical technology 
programs won various hon- 
ors at the HOSA (Health 
Occupation Students of 
America) National Leader- 
ship Conference held iti 
Orlando, Florida. 

Nursing students who 
received awards included 
Ashley White of Newton 
and Shelby Swanner of Bai- 
ley, second place, EMT:. 
Anne Steptoe of Forest, 
Vincent McElhenney of 
Union and Genna Pope of 
Philadelphia, Top 10 Cre- 
ative Problem Solving; 
Celeste Martin of Carthage 
and Laura Rosar of Union, 
Top 10 Health Education; 
and Gloria Martin of 
penta oa Top 10 Nursing 


Award-winning surgical 
technology students includ- 
ed Mary Vega of Newton, 


first place, Human Growth 


and Development; 
Jashemia Cherry of Porter- 
ville, fourth, Extemporane- 
ous Health Poster; and Ben 
Boyette and Keith Jacoby, 


both of Meridian, fifth, 


Community Awareness. 
Morrow of 
Philadelphia was selected 


to serve as Central District 


Representative for Missis- 
sippi. 

Students in the College’s 
Phi Beta Lambda chapter 
also won honors at their 
national convention in Den- 
ver, Colorado. Linda Moody 
of Walnut Grove and 
Megan Stovall of Philadel- 
phia placed sixth in Multi- 
media, and Brad Walton of 
Decatur and Chris Rush of 
Union finished ninth in the 
same category. Moody and 
Stovall also placed sixth in 
the , Ent 





Project, and Stovall finished 


a eso nptual 


In the Skills USA Compe. Bu 


tition held in Kansas City, 
Missouri, Josh Weaver of 





he ae 
ing state honors were Jenna 





EC PHOT 
Construction is underway for Phase || of the Eddie M. Smith Student Union, which is sched- 


uled for completion by the end of 2005. 





EC PHOTC 
Members of the 2003-04 ECCC women’s basketball team display championship rings they 
received after winning the MACJC and Region 23 tournament titles. The Lady Warriors 
advanced to the NJCAA Tournament in Salina, Kansas, where they finished runners-up in the 
Consolation Bracket. East Central was ranked eighth in the final NJCAA poll with a 31-4 record. 





Courtesy PHoto/ EGCG 
Patsy Dunigan Clark of Louisville was recently welcomed as new member of the East 
Central Community College Board of Trustees. Clark, shown with Board Chairman 
Prentice Copeland (left) of Philadelphia and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, is a 
retired paralegal for Fair and Mayo attorneys in Louisville, where she was employed 
for 25 years. A longtime supporter of ECCC, Clark is a former president of the Colleges 
Alumni Association and the Warrior Club, a support group for ECCC athletics, which 
she helped found. She currently serves on the ECCC Foundation Board of Directors. 
She was selected the Colleges Alumna of the Year in 1993. Clark, a graduate of 
Philadelphia High School and ECCC, is married to William Clark who is employed with 
Taylor Machine Works. Their daughter, Lisa Clark Fourtnet, serves as choral director 
at Ridgeland High School. 
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Hundreds 





n Mu 
The Newtan Record 

Hundreds converged on East 
Central Community College’s 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Educa- 
tion Building in Decatur last 
Thursday in search of informa- 
tion about jobs and careers. The 
fifth annual Business, Education 
and Healthcare Expo had compa- 
nies and schools represented 
statewide. Committee chairman 
Chris Harris was happy with the 
turnout. 

“It was a great turnout,” Har- 
ris said. “I’m very satisfied.” 

Harris noted the effort that 
made the event successful, 

"The committee helped put 
this event together. It takes a 
group of people to make it work. 
The faculty and students really 
got behind this. Students came 
prepared, they had their 
resumes. The vendors that were 
here were eyery enthusiastic, 
There were a few less here than 
last year, but the economy is dif- 
ferent than last year. More peo- 
ple will be hired this year.” 

A lot of non students were in 
attendance at the event. 

“We had several displaced 
workers attend,” Harris said. 
“The college serves a five-county 
area and the event was open to 
all residents, not just students. It 
was a win-win situation for 
ECCC and the community.” 

Vendors on hand were asked a 
lot of questions. 

“The students were very 
bright and engaging,” Emily 
Keith, of MSU’s College of Busi- 
ness and Industry, said. “They're 
excited about continuing their 


| eo og 


Many students and older adults flocked to ECCC’s Job Fair Expo on the Decatur campus last Thursday. 


education. I have talked to a lot 
of students.” 

“There was tremendous inter- 
est shown In our hospital,” Dean- 
na Cornish, of Riley Memorial 
Hospital in Meridian, said. “A lot 
of moms as well as students have 
talked to us. What we have at 
Riley's is a family atmosphere 
and great benefits, that’s an 
important part of what we offer.” 

La-Z-Boy assistant human 


resource manager Cyndi Robin- 
son Myrick talked about the 
variety of jobs available within 
their company. 

“People do not realize what we 
have,” Myrick said. “When 
someone mentions La-Z-Boy 
they think factory work and 
sewing, but we're much more 
than that. We have engineering, 
computer networking, Mmanage- 
ment opportunities, financial 








BRYAN MURPHY! THE NEWTON RECORD 


positions and RN and LPN’s 
We're one. of the best kept 
secrets in the South.” 

Oneof the many students who 
were roaming the gym floor 
summed up the day best, “I got of 
lot of information on what they 
had to offer.” 

Bill Cole, of Ideal Solutions, 
won a La-Z-Boy recliner. The 
chair was one of many door 
prizes given away. 
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ECCC ‘Industry in Classroom’ Participants ~ Students in career and technical programs at East Central 
Community College in Decatur received first-hand information on what to expect when entering the work- 
ing world thanks to the above industry/business representatives who participated in the College’s annual 
“Industry in the Classroom” program. Participants spoke to the various classes and related information 
from their respective areas to help prepare students for the workforce. Pictured are (first row, from left) 
Durwin Lewis of Killens Chevrolet,:who spoke to students in automotive mechanics technology; Janean 
Harrison of Weems Community Health Center, business technology; George Taylor of Community Bank, 
computer network support and technology; and Eddie Holmes of Holmes Industries, machine shop technol- 
ogy; and (standing from left) Tammy Sessums of Riley Hospital, surgical technology; Tommy McKinley of 
Taylor Machine Works, welding; and Larry Cook of Peavey Electronics, electronic technology. Not pic- 
tured are Mark Massey of Massey’s, Inc., who spoke to students in heating and air conditioning technology, 
and Michelle Alawine of Tri-State Consulting, who addressed students in drafting and design technolog. 


























LAKE MESSENGER \ | CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES * NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL _\/ _— NEWTON RECORD V 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR 
SPIRITOF MORTON __ | CLARION-LEDGER 


iMPACT 








AREA JUDGES VISIT ECCC: Circuit Court Judges Vernon Cotten (second from itt) bis 
Carthage and Marcus Gordon (third from left) of Union were luncheon guests of the East’ 


Central Community College Board of Trustees at its April meeting. Judge Cotton is com. 


pleting his eighth year on the bench and Judge Gordon has served 26 years. Both fep 
sent the Eighth Judicial District. Pictured with the campus visitors are ECCC President 
Phil A. Sutphin (left) and Board Chairman Prentice Copeland of Philadelphia. 
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ECCC, MSU OFFER “SAFETY COURSE’ 


East Central Community College’s Workforce Development Center recently partnered with the Continuing Education Division at 
Mississippi State University to offer a workshop on safety standards for industry and business managers and safety professionals. 
The four-day course, which was bel at the ECG Procuctly ab bn Stedenia, lb aeclned © prrmen irene nee 
orientation to the major safety topics covered in OSHA's General Industry Standards. include (seated from left) 
Wendy Conner of Preston, representing Shuqualak Lumber; Petpet Lanes clio end sebeie aia tag tararaadadtin tees 
Jim Benefield of Petal and Hood Industries; and Mandy McDade of DeKalb and Pharma Pac; and (standing from left) Blake Warren, 
ECCC Productivity Lab trainer, class instructor Chad Suggs of Mississipp! State University; Jody McDade of Porterville and Rick 
Rigdon of Scooba, both representing Shuqualak Lumber; Larry Stephens | , 
Rosenirans of Mississippi State Unlvrty; Ramon Fores of Philadephia and AAI Corp; and Roger Whitoc, dectr ECCC 








Workforce Development Center. 
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During her spare tim 
Bush, who also teaches _ she enjoys reading, walle 
Intermediate Algebra and ing and watching movies. 
Human Growth and A graduate of Carthage 
D | High School, Bush 
lege’s evening degree on i ig B 
: ee from 
53 years in the HeASop™™ iodion Gace 
education. a ati wile a member of the 
Prior to beginning pei women’s basketball team 
hent at ECCC, coach by Miss‘ Luéille © 
Bush was Tech Prep Coor- Wood. She teceived ae F 
dinator and Counselor at —_ bachelor’s degree from 
Mississippi Delta Commu- Mississippi State College 
nity College'in Moorhead. for Women, a master’s 
She has also worked at degree from Mississippi 
several secondary schools State University, and com- 
as a high school counselor pleted additional graduate 
and mathematics teacher work at Mississippi Col- 
Bush said working with lege and Delta State Uni- 
students has brought her versity * 
the most enjoyment. ‘She has two keke ‘Toda 
“Llove working with Bush and Ken Bush. Todd 
students. Without a doubt, is stationed at Ramstein © 
we have the greatest Air Force Base in Ger- 
group of students any- many and Ken is em- 
where,” she stated. ployed at a ski'resort in 
What's been her biggest Mammoth Mountain, CA, 
challenge? “Cor Bush, who will be hon- 
sessions with students. ored with other retireag at 
She added, “I will not the sates s Kage a 
miss the tears and frus- E ‘in May, 
trations that students — eat a appreciatior to 
have when they have not her ECCC collea tes: 
been accepted into one of “I wouild just like EO TOY 
our programs. thank everyone for the di 
She will miss her EC opportunity to have 
“family.” “I will definitely worked at one of the Hest 
miss the people atEC— community colleges in - 
the faculty, staff, adminis- the state. It has been a 
tration and students, T great experience for me.” 
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unct speech i 
tral Chaaents College i in Decatur, 
Stan Tucker has been named to the 
position on a full-time basis, 
announced ECCC President Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin. 

Tucker, who resides in Philadel- 
phia, will also serve as theatre instruc- 
tor and is responsible for directing the 
annual fall dinner theatre and spring 
musical productions at the College. 

A native of Philadelphia, Tucker is 

a former adjunct instructor in the 
Speech and Theatre Department at 
ice shaoroe couse? and served 



















backer epee y! his career as a degree in th 
writer/editor/photographer for the degree 
Simpson County News in Menden- 
hall. 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
HOWELL HONORED FOR ECCC SERVICE: David Howell (third from left) of Carthage 


was recently recognized for his nine years of service as Chairman of the East Central 
Community College Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors. Howell is shown receiving a 
plaque of appreciation from current Board Chairman George Taylor of Forest. Also pictured 
are ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin and Stacey Hollingsworth, administrative assistant 


in the Office of Foundation and Alumni Relations. 
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«hd MAR db vhosts 
that I have shared with the staff 
in the Career and Technical 
Division as well as the many 
staff members and instructors 
on campus,” she added. 

Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, Amis served 10 years as a 
math instructor at Lake 
Attendance Center. 

She left teaching for five-and-a- 
half years to assist her husband, . 
Robert, with their farming oper- | 
ation, which included cattle and 
eight broiler houses. 

Der Amis later returned to Lake 
i "What has she liked most about and taught math for 12 ‘ years. 
} She also sponsored the year- 
ij “The best thing about my job book, Beta Club and cheerlead- 
ts been the opportunity to ing squad. 

a superb working relation- During her tenure at Lake, she 
with the ECCC staff as well was selected STAR Teacher 
@S with the administrators, eight times. 

@eachers and staff at local In reflecting on her career, 

hools in our district,” she stat- Amis said she was inspired to 

a enter the field of education by 

' Amis added that completing several of her elementary and 
her work has sometimes been a high school teachers: 
challenge “From Mrs, Lila Brown (see- 

“Most of the time Lhavesever-. ond grade teacher), I learned the 

af pmerams ering a the same benefits of peer teaching; from 
I Mrs. Pittman (fifth grade 
teacher), I learned the worth of 
common dominators; and from 
Mrs. Lillian Horton (high school 


Coordinator 
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: Sir Ca MU ROURRAAPYEES TSE 
DAVIS HONORED FOR ECCC SERVICE: Gene Davis 
(left) of Louisville was recognized for 20 years service at 


East Central 


College during the annual “Teach- 


Community 
er Appreciation Tea” held in the Gold Room of Mabry 
Memornal Cafeteria on the Decatur campus. Davis has 
served the past 17 years as dean of adult and continuing 
education and was dean of students for three years. He is 
shown with his wife, Midge Davis, and his step-son, Blake 


Hedrick. Davis is 2 native of Scott County. 
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By L Na TON 
MBJ Contributing Writer 


CHOCTAW — New educational opportunities are com- 
ing to the Choctaw Hospitality Institute that will be open 
to employees of Pearl River Resort and residents of the 
area. East Central Community College and Pearl River 
Resort, which is owned and operated by the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians, formed a partnership to offer a 
two-year program in hotel and restaurant management 
technology beginning with the 2005-2006 school term. 
Classes will be taught m the resort's state-of-the-art 
Choctaw Hospitality Institute (CHI) that opened in 2001. 

A staunch supporter of educational opportunities, 
Chief Phillip Martin said, “Career development programs 
at Pearl River Resort will keep our associates continually 
learning, thus providing them the ability to build a 
rewarding and Satisfying career.” 

He added that the program will be offered to the 
general public as well as associates of the Choctaw 
resort, which includes Silver Star Hotel and Casino, 
Golden Moon Hotel and Casino. I4 restaurants and 
1,066 hotel rooms. 

Dr. Phil A. Sutphin , ECCC’s president, said the col- 
lege looks forward to working with the resort in offering 
the much-needed program. He said the college has 
worked with the tribe since 1988 in various capacities. 

“My basic mantra is that it’s a win/win situation for 
both parties.” he said. “We're excited and expect to have 
the premiere hospitality training program in the nation. 
We're pleased to partner with the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians to provide educational opportunities and 
jobs for our area.” 

He said hotel and restaurant management technol- 
ogy is being offered as a result.of two needs assessment 
surveys completed by associates at the resort and stu- 
dents enrolled. in secondary vocational-technical cen- 
ters in ECCC’s five-county district. Input regarding the 
program was also provided by CHI management. 

“We are an accredited program and have the capabil- 
ity to provide an associate of applied science degree,” 
Sutphin said. “The CHI has all you could ask for in a 





APPEARED IN: facility to prepare students for careers as managers/super- 
visors in the hospitality and tourism industry.” 
LAKE MESSENGE 2 At the end of the program, students may opt to 
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partnering to offer new opportunities 





Special lo the Mississipp! Business Journal 


Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians Chief Phillip Martin (center) and East Community College president Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin (right) sign an agreement establishing the hotel/restaurant management technology program to be 
offered by the college at the Choctaw Hospitality Institute beginning with the 2005-06 college term. At left is Pearl 


River Resort president Chuck Miller. 





be held at CHI will offer students not only a classroom 
setting but hands-on experience they can’t get anywhere 
but the workplace,” he said. 

Sutphin said several students are already enrolled in 
the program. Because it’s a lab-based program, there will 
be only 20 students enrolled each year. Twenty more stu- 
dents will be added the second year. He also hopes to add 
a culinary component next year, bringing in another 20 
students. That will require additional instructors and per- 
haps visiting chefs. 

Tubby said the CHI is set up basically for the gaming 
industry. It has several classrooms where games and slot 
technology are taught and has a large kitchen. This year 
the institute trained |,000 employees in March and 500 
each of the other months. 

“We started guest hospitality training trying to get all 
the employees through it before the busy season starts in 
June,” he said. “We have trainers from all the departments 
of the resort who teach basic skills.” 

He said the program with the community college will 
enhance these basic classes, giving employees an oppor- 
tunity to earn a degree, “This will accelerate their train- 
ing, and they will have the opportunity to move into 
lower management,” he said. “Just walking around the 
property, I've had a few people express interest in it.” 

Employees have been informed of the new*pro- 





gram through bi-monthly meetings, a resort newsletter 
and e-mail, 

Classes will be offered during the day. Tubby said 
whether or not employees are allowed to attend during a 
work shift will be at the discretion of department super- 
visors, Some of the classes to be offered include hotel and 
restaurant management technology, computer applica- 
tions, hospitality tourism, oral communication, English 
composition, applied business math and social studies. 
Additionally, Tubby said students can participate in 
supervised work programs. 

Sutphin said the community college has been push- 
ing for this type of program with the resort that is locat- 
ed 25 miles from the Decatur campus. “We said ‘You 
provide the facility, we'll provide the program,” he 
said. “We've been working with them in workforce 
development, and this is not a brand new thing for us. 
It’s a natural thing.” 

He said ECCC’s Native American enroliment is 8% 
to 10% each year among the school’s 2,750 students 
attending for credit. The college also has worked with 
13,000 people in non-credit workforce training. Many of 
those are from the tribe. 

“We will be there working with them in the hospital- 
ity industry as we have in workforce training.” Sutphin 
said. “We can add other components to make it better.” 
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SCOTT OFFICIALS VISIT ECCC 


Scott County officials made thelr annual visit to the East Central Community College campus In Decatur and were luncheon guests 
ae astae aur Eianarbica tess ceaeiooe nse thee ce oe cide Ghasles cask Yes ans rea 
Ing the luncheon, Seated from left are supervisors Bruce McMillan (District Five), Jack Gorcion (District Four), Tim Sorey (District Two) 
and Buford Palmer (District Three); comptroller Kim Ervin; and Tax Assessor/Collector Myra Murrell-Davis. Standing from left are 
Chancery Clerk Billy Frank Alford; trustees Rebecca Farris and Vernon Crotwell, both of Morton and Annie Stowers of Forest; Circult 
Clerk Joe Rigby; and Board members Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth of Lake, Royce Shaw of Forest and Frank McCurdy of Morton, Scott 
County Superintendent of Education. 
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From staff reports) 





- Beginning today, youngsters | 


from across the area will con- 


verge on the campus of East Cen- 
tral Community College in 
Decatur for the first of various 


sports camps this month, 


And while those youngsters | 


will notice a slight change on the 
ECCC landseape — it won't be 
nearly as drastic as the change 
Warrior football fans will notice. 
this fall. 





Warrior Stadium, 
a project , that 
could be complet: 


the month. 
“How long 
exactly, I’m not 


sure," ECCC foot- 
ball coach and 


Terry Underwood 
said. "But I feel certain every- 
thing will be ready to go by the 


East Central is in the midst of time we play our first football 


“eplacing its lighting system at 


Lights 


bbiisis. 


time." 


The cost of the projeet ~ 
was not disclosed, by 
Underwood acknowledge 
that it’s sometimes more — 


game. 






efficient to replace light 


ing systems than to 





tain them and rep fate 
expensive bulbs, 
He also indicated that 


Warrior 


fans should 


instantly notice the differ- 
ence on the field come 
September. 


ed by the end of 


athletic director 


"Usually, the less poles, 
the more bright the lights 
are," Underwood said, "We 
felt like the eight conerete 

. poles was. the. 
for i“ SO 


best option 





to football f 


rhe m not sure what all goes into 

. but with good weather, they 

eh be done by the end of the 
month," 

The old light poles at ECCC’s 


stadium were taken down last | 


week. They will be replaced by 


eight brand new, concrete poles. 


that will be erected as the weath- 
er permits. 


"I believe they're going to be 


really nice and | know it'll be an 
upgrade over what we had,” 


Underwood said. "It’s been a good. 


while coming. We've been need- 


bean 


thing we’ve needed for a 
long time, and now it’s a 
reality. We should be able 
to light the field a lot bet- 
ter for our football games 
and any other activities 





ing new lights for a while because 
our lighting was just not in Beat 


replaced, , ut Be bi here over 


‘a 10-year period and J know we! 


haven't changed, them in that 
~ See LIGHTS, Page 3B 
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Killens Chevrolet, 63: Mark 


Killens Joe Killen, le Killens 
Jess Dilley 


d Flight 
_>Georgia Pacific, 63: Jerry 
pope, } Mack ie Ben 





__ »'Tyson, 65: Troms Ween iti 
Varner, Landon Varner, Daniel Rice. 


_»SIVAD, 66: Scott Cox, Chris 
Murphy, Chris Clark, Cole Harris, 





> Bill Freeman Team, 66: Bill 
am ee Alford, ‘David 
Do Tripl eg 
»Don Triplett 68: Don 
Triplett, Jimmy Wright. 
» ESCO, 68: Andy Rowzee, Ray 


Williams, Dan Gorgas, Percy 
Pearson. 


_ > Raytheon, 72: John Reiss, Ricky 
Harvey, Jin ~simaren-— Daves 


tyre. 

ECCC officials said in previous 
reports that a record $8,700 was 
Falood tiie 2008 vent, with £2.20 
provided for scholarships. The 





Data $5,9 went into the 
endoy fund, v 





Russum, a Scott County native, was _ 
among the three receiving a schol. 


arship award on Thursday, Lovett 
said. 


} Lovett said organizing committée 
4 be 


decided to move the tour- 


nament from its previous location, 


Please see TOURNEY, 10A 


TOURNEY 
From Page 14A 


the Dancing Rabbit Golf Club 
on the Pearl River Resort in 
Choctaw, so other golf courses in 
the five-county git ict, could 


fundraising event, 
“The Dancing “courses 
are among the best in the country, 


but we thought it was time to 
start having the tour nament at 
other area courses so more peo- 
ple will have an opportunity to 


Dr. Phil Sutphin, president of 
East Central Community College, 
said at the tournament he was. 
not sure where the tournament — 
will be held next year. 
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SEccchondys:vaughn  ——— 





Courtesy Proto/ECCC 

Scott Vaughn (left) was recently honored for his 10 years service as director of the 
Baptist Student Union at East Central Community College in Decatur. Vaughn, a 

Winston County native, is shown receiving congratulations from Paul Blanchard, 

Associational Missions Director for Winston County, prior to a reception held in 
Vaughn,s honor at the BSU Center. Also pone nc is on s wife, Lisa. 
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of service | the College and the fled of education by ECC President De 
pooper tir Bush has been employed at East Central since 2000, first serv- 
lng 2s work-based leaming | years bya 

counsefor of instruction. She has 33 total years of service In the edu- 
cation field. Amis has served as the College’s Coordinator of Tech-Prep Education since 


6-6-0 











1557. She is also a former math instructor at Lake Attendance Center. She has accu- 


muiieted 31 ‘+ years of service in education. 
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ECCC lists spring honor roll 


Students named to the 2005 
spring semester honor roll, 
which includes those selected 
to the President's List, Dean’s 
List and Honorable Mention 
List, have been announced at 
East Central Community 
College in Decatur, according 


to Donna Luke, Director of 


Admissions, Records and 
Research. 

President’s List 

Those named to the 


President’s List, students with. 


a 4.0 grade point average, 
include the following: 

Julie Kye«Debord, Jimmie 
Earl Lepard, Stephanie Nicole 
May, Chasity M. Odom, Lee 
Ann Rawson and Shirley Mae 
White, all of Carthage; 
Shannon Elizabeth Brock, 
Kosciusko; 

‘Misty LeAnn Pigg, Lena; 
Dana Donald Wilcher, Walnut 
Grove. 


Dean’s List 

The Dean’s List includes the 
following students who 
achieved a 3.5 or above grade 


Tiffeny Rochelle Gilmore, Stacy 
Lynn Hathorn, Stewart Warren 
Hoy, Nicholas Brock Kendrick, 
Ashley E. Lepard, Jason Price, 
Jodie L. Rawson, Sonya Wilder 
Rushing, Randy G. Sanders, 
Christopher Caleb Shepard, 
Kim Annette Smitherman, 
Keyahda Nicole Stokes, Crystal 


Dianne... Tull .and Ashiey 
McKinney Verry. all of 
Carthage; 


Crystal Gale Hughes and 
Richard Erik Latham, both of 
Lena; Tekeyla L. Lyles and 
Daniel E. Madden, both of 
Sebastopol; 

Kathryn: Elizabeth Barney. 
Helen Bolton Brown, Jonathan 
Eugene Corley, Mark Anthony 
Engram, Loretta Gates. and 
Clay Daniel Thrash, all of 
Walnut Grove. 


Honorable Mention 

The following students were 
named to the Honorable 
Mention List and earned a 3.0 
or above grade point average: 

Courtney Danielle Barrett. 
Shelia Ann Beamon, Caro! 
Marie Brown, Edna Fulwilley 


al 


Galathia Q. Fortune, Jason 


Robert Hannis, Traci A. 
Harrell, Joshua Dwyane 
Hayes, Thomas Caloway 


Ingram, Dustin Lynn Johnson, 
David Bryan Jones, Rebecca 
Dowdle Jones, 

Amber Kristin Ladner, 
Jason Brett Long, Jerry 
Antonio Luckett, Jessie Nicole 
McCleary, Evelyn Bolling 
Moore. Randy Kern Peoples, 
Leigh A. Quick, Crystal Denise 
Scott, Randall Shane 
Shumake, Yman C. Stovall, 

Gerry . Benjamin... White, 
Timothy T. Wilcher, Mega Lee 


“Williamson. and Kimberly 


Satcher 
Carthage; 

Derothy Janeen Kyzar, 
Lena; Aisha Marquetta Perry, 
Ludlow: Jennifer Lynn Allen, 
Mary Williams” Barton and 
Michelle Lynn Jackson, all of 
Sebastopol; 

Kelly Renee Bankston, 
Jason Dwight Bates, William 
Grant Comans, Susan 
Ellington, Ardria Arlisha 


Withers, «all: * of 


‘Harris, Eric K. Jones, Joseph 


Andrew Lathem, Linda Griffin 


point average: Collins, Leslie JoAnna Monk, Barbara N. Thomas 
Otiko Guy Anthony, Daugherty, Alexander Craig Sam and Jennifer Monk Sones, 

Kathryn. Jacobs Barnes, Dixon, Kristyn Brooke all of Walnut Grove. 

Amanda Diane Dowell, Dorman, Ronnie Mitchell 

Kathlyn Elizabeth Faulkner, Edwards, 
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ECCC orientation 
attracts numerous 
Neshoba students 


Smdents . from  Neshoba 
County were among participants 
of the June 18 orientation session 
heldvat East Central Communit, 
status of their dormitary mors 

and. inaste Se made ite » 
] ecards. =F ales 

navies esi Neshotia 

County who attended orientation 
| activities and their respective high 
- schools include the following: 

Jennafer Beason, ‘Ashley 

Ellingburg, Samantha Giambrone, 


Chester Greer, Jessica Griffin,, 
Nathaniel Herrington, Patrick 


Jackson, Valerie Lillis, Hannah 
Luke, James Madison, Matthew 
Permenter, Robert Sims, Deidre 
Tubby. Holly Williamson and 
Jenica Wallamison. 


WEEK OF 
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Candius Hogan, Kerry Hudson, 
Jonathan Pickens ‘and Angela 
Stnbling. 

Choctaw Central High School: 
Deana Chickaway, Tara 
Chickaway, » Carletia. . Henry. 
Robert Mingo. Anthony Steve. 
Mizeen Wesley and Nikita 
W » 4 
“ABS hiPestine the June 18 on- 
emiaion session from Neshoba 
County were Candace Copeland. 
Paula Willis, Gary Cotton. pi 
Majure. Betty Phillips. ; 
Site Joshua Jackson and Pact 
McGeisey, all of Philadelphia. 

Remaining orientation ses- 
sions are scheduled Wednesday, 
July.20 and Friday. Aug. 12..Ball 
classes hegin Monday, Aug. 22. 

For more information contact 
ECCC: Student Services, Phone 
601-635-2110 ae free, |- 


e 
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ECCC Orientation Attracts 
Numerous Scott County Students 


DECATUR-- 
Students from Scott 
County were among par- 


ticipants of the June 18 


orientation session held at 
East Central Community 
College in Decatur. 
During orienta- 
tion, students received their 
approved class schedules 
for the fall semester, re- 
serve or check on the sta- 
tus of their dormitory 
rooms and have photos 
made for ID cards. 
Students from 


schools include the follow- 
ing: 

Forest High 
Seheool: Eric Credille. 
DeQuita -Ducksworth. 
Alfredo Hernandez. Justin 
Hurdle. Greyland 
LaPrade. Brandy Littrell 
and Natasha Robinson. 

Scott Central High 
School: “Kendrah 
Bradford. Marvin Burks. 
Ashley Donald, Laura 
Edwards, Neisha Farrell. 
Tia Lyles. Emmeral 
McLaurin, Marcel 


Richardson and Shannon 


Scott County who at- 
tended orientation activities 


and their respective high Lake Attendance 
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Center: 
Brookings, Christopher 
Culpepper, Whitney Gil- 
bert. Ashley Harris. Devon 
Hayes. Jessica 
Hollingsworth- and 
Toddrick Love. 

Morton .Atten- 
dance Center: Luke 
Bauch. Tina Brown. 
Cedric Cox: Lance 
Fairchilds, Justin Ficklin, 
Essica Grant. James Jolly, 
Benjamin McCurdy, Rikki 
Steadman and Kristy 
Coley. 

Sebastopol High 
School: 


Querida 


Brandy Edwards, Kayla 
Wilson and Jessica Yates. 

Also attending the 
June | 8 orientation session 
from Scott County were 
Jessica Turner, Hope 
Parker and Brandi 
Sessums, all of Morton, 
and Johnny Wilkerson of 
Lake. | 

Remaining orien- 
tation sessions are sched- 
uled Wednesday, July 20 
and Friday, August 12. Fall 
classes begin Monday, 
August 22. 

For more informa- 
tion contact ECCC Stu- 
dent Services, Phone 601- 
635-2111 or call toll free, 
1-877-462-3222, ext.375:. 
The email address is 


Quylia jkillens@eccc.edu. 
Applewhite. Ashley Bell, — 
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.ECCC PHOTO... 
Forest High School grad- 
uate Justin Hurdle (left) 
was among area stu- 
entation activities held 
at East Central 
Community College. 
During orientation, stu- 
dents received their 
approved class sched- 
ules for the fall semes- 
ter, reserve or check on 
the status of thelr dorm 
tory rooms and have 
photos made for identifi- 
cation cards. Hurdle 
recelved assistance in 
planning his fall sched- 
ule from athletic direc- 
tor/head football coach 
Terry Underwood. 
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SIGNIN G UP FOR CLASSES 
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Westbrook Selected SBDC 
“State Star” for MS 


DECATUR-- 
Helping local businesses 
succeed has resulted in a 
statewide honor for Ronald 
B. Westbrook, director of 
the Small Business Devel- 
opment Center at East 
Central Community Col- 
lege in Decatur. 

Monee who 





Ronald B. Westbrook 
has led the College’s 
SBDC efforts since its in- 
ception in October 1994, is 
being recognized as the 
SBDC State Star for Mis- 
sissippi, announced Walter 
D. (Doug) Gurley, who 
serves as state director of 
the Mississippi Small Busi- 
ness Development Cen- 
ters, located at the Univer- 
sity of Mississippi in Ox- 
ford. 

Westbrook will re- 
ceive the award at the As- 
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sociation of Small] Busi- 
ness Development Cen- 
ters Silver Anniversary 
Annual Conference in 


Baltimore, Maryland, Sep- 


tember 6-9, 2005. He ts © 


among 63 SBDC directors 
from across the nation to 
be recognized for their 
success, 

Gurley said 
Westbrook was selected 
for the prestigious honor 
“due to his dedication to 
clients and his genuine 
concern for the citizens of 
east central Mississippi.” 

Gurley also 
praised Westbrook for 
comments made by his cli- 
ents, who mostly reside in 
the College’s support area, 
which includes Leake, 


_Neshoba, Newton, Scott 
>and Winston counties. 


“The outpouring 
of support and gratitude 
(for Westbrook) is over- 
whelming,” he stated. “Ev- 
eryone says the same 
thing” ‘he really cares 
about my success.”” 

One such success 
story involves a local hos- 
pice, which began with 
three, employees and 
quickly grew to 17 full- 
time staff members. The 
business owner credits 
Westbrook for her success 
and made the following 
comment: “Mr. Westbrook 


»is,very thorough and is 


~ committed to helping oth- 
~ ers achieve and prosper. | 
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greatly appreciate Mr. 
Westbrook and East Cen- 


tral for their assistance.” 

Gurley noted that 
the College’s Small Busi- 
ness Center “had a very 
productive year in 2004, 
especially when one con- 
siders that the service area 
includes only five rural 
counties in Mississippi, and 
that the Center’s staff in- 
cludes Ronnie and a sec- 
retary, which makes the 
economic impact of the 
Center all the more im- 
pressive.” 

The ECCC Small 
Business Development 
Center was responsible 
for creating 43 jobs and 
retaining 69 positions. The 





business ¢ owners atid pro- 
spective entrepreneurs, _ 

“Mr. Westbrook 
began East Central’s Small 
Business Development 
Center and has moved. it 
to its current status. This 
award is recognition for 
that good work. The Col- 
lege and Mr. Westbrook 
are committed to small 
business development and 


see it as a great economic 


development tool for our 
rural area” said Dr. Sut- 
phin. 

Westbrook, a 
Louisville native, is‘a 
graduate of Winston Acad- 
emy, ECCC and Missis- 








Center is also credited with sippi State University, 
$4,064,900 in sales in- where he received a 
creases, $2,220,100indebt bachelor’s degree in bank- 
financing and $677,833 in ing and finance, 
non-debt financing. He and his wife 
Dr. Phil A. Sui- Valorie have two sons, 
phin, ECCC president, also Hasting 
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SIGNING UP FOR ECCC GLASSES; Newton County High goon ; at SOME COLES 
‘Viverette (left) was among area students who attende- offentatian activities held June 18 





at East Central Community College in Decatur. During orientation, Students receive their 
approved class schedules for the fall semester, reserve ¢ oF check on the status of thelt dor- 


mnitory rooms and have photos made for identification - Viverette 
his fall semester schedule with assistance from English mr lat is ‘ 
orientation sessions are scheduled Tht Ji awa , July 20; and Friday, 
August 12. Fall apo begin Monday, August . FOr more information contact ECCC 
Student Services, Phone 601-635-2111 or.call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, rf 375. The 
email address is <aitklens @ecee > pom rc c it - . 


+ 
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Christi Gregory 


Gregory selected 
ECCC counselor 


Christi Lee Gregory of Decatur 
was recently selected career-technical 
counselor at East Central Community 
College in Decatur, announced 
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. 

Gregory, who began her new 
duties on July 1, previously served 
the College as ‘Tech- -Prep Career 
Center Director/Recruiter, a post she 
held for six years. 

Prior to joining the ECCC staff, 
Gregory served as community educa- 
tion coordinator at Hospice South in 
Philadelphia, She is a a former 


telemarketer for the Mississippi State 
University Alumni Association and 
served as an account service repre- 
sontagive at The Citizens Bank in 





Pdi. of Neshoba Central 

High School, Gregory holds an 
APPEARED IN: Associate of Arts degree from ECCC; 
a Bachelor of Arts degree i in educa- 
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ECCC Collegians to perform at Neshoba County Fair 
The Collegians. East Central ‘Community College's rock -n- roll band, will make their 22nd appearance 
at the Neshoba County Fair when they perform at 1 p.m. at the Founders’ Square Pavilion on Monday, 
July 25, and at 6:45 p.m. at the Racetrack prior to the Miss Neshoba County Fair pageant. The 1 p.m. 
performance will also feature the ECCC Cheerleaders and the Centralettes, the danceline for the Warrior 
Wal! O' Sound Marching Band. Pictured are (front row, from left) vocalists Carmelita Naylor of Meridian. 
Kailey Johnson of Philadelphia, Luke Howell of Decatur, Leigh Quick of Carthage and Victoria Loper of 
Decatur; (second row, from left) trumpeter Chris Smith of Union, saxophonists Liz Tullos of Philadelphia 
and Eric Henderson of Forest; trombonist David Walters of Philadelphia, keyboardist Jennifer Vance of 
Lake; and guitarists Daniel Warren of Clarkdale and Grant Morris of Philadelphia; and back row, from left) 
technicians Bryon Whitley of Philadelphia, Lee Dooley of Lake, Richard Burton of Little Rock, Joseph 
LeBlanc of Louisville, Coty Stokes of Nanih Waiya and Jonathan Walker of Hickory. Not pictured is 
Jeremie Jordan of Newton. Thomas W. Carson serves as director and also plays guitar. (EC Photo) 
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PHOTOXGREDITLINE 


Aimee Baugh (center) of Kosciusko was among area students who attended orien- 
tation activities held July 7 at East Central Community College in Decatur. During ori- 
entation, students receive their approved class schedules for the fall semester, 
Sees ee check on the status of their dormitory rooms and have photos made for 
Baugh, a graduate of Ethel High School, is shown receiving assistance in 
planning her class schedule from Nan Anderson, an instructor in the College's 
os pg Assad Also oe rin is BrenqMipods of bs ah who 













nm contac ECCC Student Services, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free 1-877- 
62.3222. eat. 3 375. The email address is re a emis A 
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Receive GED Diplomas at ECCC ~ These Newton County residents were am ong area 
students who received high school equivalency diplomas du ring the annual GED 
Commencement held at East Central’ Community College in Decatur. Seated from lett 
are Jason Way of Little Rock, Terry Atwood of Newton and Deroscio Bogan of 
Hickory. Standing from left are Matthew Graham, Sebastopol; Jerry Porter, Newton: 
Linda Brown. Decatur; and Dusty Russell, Union. Diplomas were presented to the 
Class of 2005 by ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. For more information about 
the College's GED Program, contact the Office of Adult and Continuing Education 
Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 278/279. The email address 
is mdavis@ecce.edu. (EC Photo) hes 





oe 
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annual GED Cincinnati held at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. 
Recipients included, from: left, Bryson 
Wilder, of Carthage; Erin McCurdy, of Lena; 
Cody MeCleary and Rebecca Perkins, both 
of Carthage; and Pamela Pettigrew of Lena. 
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Diplomas were presented to the eae, of 


2005 by ECCC President Dr, Phil A. 





Sutphin. For more information about the 
College’s GED Program, telephone the 
Office of Adult and Continuing Education 
at 601-635-2111 or, toll free, 1-877-462-3222, 
ext. 278/279. The email address is 
mdavis@eccc.edu. 
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a Receive GED Diplomas 
at ECCC 


‘of Pelahatchie and John McKay PM ian 
ed: S pat who réceived high school equivalency diptomas tiring 
nual GEL) Commencement held at East Central Communi 

| 2 -Onmmencement at East Central Co eC 

: tinge! Diplomas were presented to the Class of 2005 MI HCCE presides 
io : . Suiph n. For more information about the College’s GED Pivishitn 
8 es toll eee end Education, Phone 601-635-2111 
| ol free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 278/3 e email ac j 
mdavis(@ecec.edu. (EC Photo) ne ee ont ‘ 
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Central to host 
‘Between Fences’ exhibit 


East Central would like for the sur- 








"We are interested in 






APPEARED IN: sonian Institu displaying fencing tools, 
| tion. Traveling E Exhibition barbed wire samples, plat 

LAKE MESSENGER __| Service and the Mississip- books, maps, photos, and | 4 
~~ Pig oem Council. — other artifacts related to 


i x«—_, = 
=e 


fences," said ECCC Presi- = - 
dent Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. | — 

Dr. Sutphin said East =--"~ 
Central's goal; in hosting .— a> 


the exhibit "is to inform*® ~ 
the current generation of EDGER 


"Between Fences," a 


SCOTT COUNTY TIME 
useum on Main Street 
project, will officially be 


UNION APPEAL 
———Tiisplaged to the publi 
WINSTON COUNTY JO jo isplay al pa ipo 


SPIRITOF MORTON mony scheduled at 11] a.m. 
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—,Wednesday, September 14 
in the Associate Degree 
Nursing Building on the 
Decatur’ campus. The 
exhibit will remain on the 
ECCC campus through 
October 18. 


the past and give them an 
opportunity to develop an 
appreciation for the 
humanities." 

For those interested in 
providing artifacts for dis- 
play at’the exhibit or for 


The exhibit showeases) mere information about the 
the cultural history of exhibit, please contact 


fences and land use. It 


Stacey Hollingsworth, exec- 
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These Winston County residents were among area students 
who received high schoo! equivalency diplomas during the 
annual GED Commencement held at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. From left are Jenilee Hunt, 
Rebekah Crocker, Melanie Eaves and Christopher Sullivan, 
all of Louisville. Diplomas were presented to the Class of 
2005 by ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. 
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OED Diplomas at ECC 
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_ Louisville High School grad- 
vates Erica Childress (left) 
and Melysheaco Savior 
(fight) were among area stu- 
dents who attended orienta- 
tion activities held July7 at 
East Central Community 

> in Decatur. The 
incoming ECCC freshmen 
are shown receiving assis- 
tance in planning their class 
schedules. Additional orien- 
tation sessions are sohed- 
uled Wednesday, July 20 and 
Friday, August 12. For more 
information contact ECCC 
Student Services. 
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Yount Attends ECCC Orientation 
Kelly Yount (eft) ef Mostem= was among area students. who attended 
orientation activities beid aly 7 at East Central Community College in 
Decatur. During ortentatien students receive their approved class schedulés 
for the fall Semester. fesetve of Check on the status of their dormitory rooms 
and have photos asde for ED cards. Yount is shown receiving assistance in 
planning her clase schedule from Lisa Gorgas, an instructor in the College's 
Associate Ovgree NEESINE Program. Additional orientation sessions are 
scheduled Wednesday, July 20 and Friday, August 12. Fall classes begin 
Monday, Asgust 22. For more mibrmation contact ECCC Student Services 
Phone 604-435-2111 oncail toll free, 1-877-462-3222. ext. 375. The enn 
address ts pullens@ecceedu, (EC Photo) 
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Winston students at college orientation 


Numerous studenis from 
Winston County attended 
orientation activities held 
July 7 at East Central 
Community College in 
Decatur. 


During orientation, stu- 
dents receive their 


fall semester, reserve or 
check on the status of their 
dormitory rooms, and 

have photos made for ID 
cards. 

Students participating in 
the July 7 session and their 

respective high 
schools include Margaret 


approved cless schedules 
for the Carter, Erica Childress; 
Nadia Coburn, Joseph 

Cornelius, Deangelo 
rae Dana Gale, Joni 





Brandi. ‘Crosby, Jaimee 
ee Steven Rogers and 
Williamson, all of 

uae Waiya; and 
Contarus Carter, Chauncey 
Hudson, Bradley Reynolds 
and — 

Brenton Woods, all of 
Noxapater. 

Also attending orientation 
activities from Winston 
County were Jamie 


Stapleton, Kristen 
Beasley, Christina 
Dempsey, Krista 


Garretson, Megan 

Miller, Sylvia Goss, Falan 
Richardson and Stephanie 
Terry, all of 

Louisville. 

Additional orientation ses- 
sions for new students are 









scheduled Wednesda’ 
July 20 and Friday, August 
12.Fall classes_ begin 
APPEARED IN: Monday, August 22. 
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‘in Honors In Skills USA Contest ~ East Central 


Community Cellese o 





stadents Tabitha 


Thomas (left) of Meridian and Heather Mathis of 
Union placed sitth im Promotional Bulletin Board 
pempetiden atsennny Septaeh Sati A Contes: 
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Students from Newton 
County were among par- 
ticipants of the June 18 


College in Decatur, 
During orientation, stu- 
dents receive their 


approved fall class sched- 
ules, reserve or check on 
the status of their dormi- 
tory rooms and photos 
made for ID cards. 

Students from Newton 
County attending orienta- 
tion and their respective 
schools include: 

Newton County: Adam 
Bout, Ashley Brooks, Kris- 
ten Gardner, Roccell Harp- 
er, Tarance. Hawkins, 
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orientation session held at 
East Central Community. 


WEEK OF 





nty students attend EC ori 


‘Michael Pientowski. 


my: Jessica Cochran, 


Tommy — 


Smith and Jason Tune. 


_.Newton High School: 


Nyiesha Bolds, Jessica 
Jones, ChaDarris McKee, 
Satarria Moore and 


Hartheock,. 
Joshua Mixon, Marcus 





Union High School: 
Kristy ‘Boswell, Monica 


Chesney, Erin Copeland, 
Matthew Fondren, 


Sean 
McElrish, Jordan Robin- 


son, Latasha Warren and 


Tammy Williams. 
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Gallaspy Hanored for Recc Service ~ Rast Central 
Community College employee Willie Gallaspy of 
Decatur recently retired following 26 years of ser- 
vice in the College’s maintenance department. 
Gallaspy, shown with grandchildren Malori 
Gallaspy and Colin Gallaspy, was honored by his 
co-workers during a retirement lunch held at the 
College pavilion. Gallaspy said he plans to spend his 
LAKE MESSENGER ___ retirement years doing wood plc a and orate ne 


SCOTT COUNTY Ti on antique ears and trucks. Some of fis wood carv- VOCRAT 
Seo ings were displayed earlier in the year in the lobby SS 
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ECCC STUDENTS WIN SKILLSUSA HONORS: These surgical technology students at 
East Central Community College in Decatur placed sixth in the Opening and Closing Team 
competition at the 2005 National SkillsUSA Contest held June 20-24 in Kansas City, Mis- 
souri. Front row, from left, are Kelly Jo McGee of Hickory, Amy Dolan of Union, Ginger 
Vance of Decatur and Ginger Richardson of Enterprise. Back row, from left, are Andrea 
Chesney of Little Rock, Jana Smith of Union and Rochelle Graham of Little Rock. The 
ECGCC students advanced to the national contest after winning first-place honors in state 
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ECC shuddent takes 6th in competition 


Samantha Partridge, a 
drafting and design technolo- 
gy major at East Central 
Community College in 
Decatur, placed sixth in 
Related Technical Math com- 
petition at the 2005 
SkillsUSA Contest held June 
20-24 in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Partridge, a resi- 
- dent of Bailey and graduate 
of Noxapater High School, 

advanced to the national 
<¢ ion after winning 
honors in the state 
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% PLACED soy iN CNC Mi Compernan 4 THE 2005 





it (Crry, Missoury. CREEKMORE, 4 GRADCATE OF Noxaparer Ac 

=e At 
Scoot, abpancen To THe ‘ WINNING FIRSEALACE HONORS IN STATE COMPETITION. He Is 
PICTURED WiTH Danny GRESSErr 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 








ECOCC MacHINE SHOP TECHNOLOGY INSTRUCTOR, 


CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 








UNION APPEAL 


NEWTON RECORD 





WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 





| , MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 








IMPACT 





WEEK OF Jl 23 2005 








@ School won't ask 
county for additional 
funds this year. 


By Robbie Robertson 


The Newton Recoed 
East Central Communi- 
ty College president Dr 
Phil Sutphin met with the 
supervisors at their annu- 
al meeting to discuss mil- 

lage from the county 
Sutphin spent about 20 
minutes telling the super- 
visors how East Central 
impacts Newton County 


and the accomplishment 


of the school’s athletic 
teams as well as some indi- 
vidual awards from New- 
ton County students. 

“Bast Central Communi- 
ty College has Served the 
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people of Newton County 
since 1928,” Sutphin said. 
“The college is apprecia- 
tive of the financial sup- 
port it has received from 
Newton County And East 
Central continues to pro- 
vide the county’s citizens 
with quality education. in 
the academic, health-relat- 
ed, technical and career 
fields and in industrial 
training needs.” 

East Central has a total 
budget of $13.9 million, 
with only about $1.72 mil- 


lion coming from the five 


counties that the school 
serves. In 2004, Newton 
County provided East Cen- 
tral with $403,090, which 
was only 2.29 percent of 
the school’s entire budget. 
Sutphin said the sct 
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would continue to work 
under a tight budget and 
did not ask for any addi- 
tional millage from New- 
ton County. He said the 
Mississippi - Legislature 
appropriated approxi- 
mately $95,000 less money 
for the next budget year. 
— the Legislature gave 

an additional $150,000 to 
establish a new Advanced 
Technology Center to be 
located in Philadelphia. 
Included in the center will 
be a Productivity 
Enhancement Lab and a 
new Industrial Mainte- 
nance Program which 
would benefit Newton 
County businesses like La- 
Z-Boy and ESCO, 


_ Airport Road project. 


-Newton Public Works 
Director Buster Bounds 
met with the board to dis- 
cuss the paving of an 
access road to serve the 
Newton airport, where the 
Mississippi Bureau of 
Narcotics is building a 
new facility. 

Bounds said the city and 
the county had discussed 
the project several times 
but the time had come to 
actually pave the road. 
Bounds asked the best way 
to acquire paving for the 
road and after some dis- 
cussion, it was decided 
that the best route would 
be for the county to buy 
the materials and the city 
to reimburse the county tance. 


County supervisors also 
agreed to provide an assis- 
tance that was needed 
with helping pave the 800 
feet of road. 


Tearing down 

Supervisors also dis- 
cussed the timetable for 
tearing down of the old 
Ezell and Mill printing 
building east of the court- 
house. It was suggested 
that once the building was 
torn down, that the space 
could be paved for addi- 
tional parking for the 
courthouse. As far as a 
timetable, it was suggested 
that early December be 
——— and would be 

“nice Christmas pre- 
Sr ” for Decatur. 

In other action, 
board of Supervisors: 

- Approved the hiring of 
Lavell Harrell and Marion 
Ben Haralson; 

*- Approved repair of 
landfill loader at cost -of 
$11,430 to Puckett Machin- 
ery; 

- Approved receipt of 
three new computers for 
county election commis- 
sioners, paid for by the 
peee etary of State’s office; 

+ Approved a work ses- 
sion on the county landfill 
to discuss the wetlands sit- 
uation after the regular 
board meeting on Monday, 
Aug. 1. 

- Accepted a $10,470 
—_ for solid waste assis- 


the 
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Harris attends ECCC orientation 
for upcoming school year 
Seth Harris (left) of Forest was among area students 


‘who attended orientation activities held July 7 at East 
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Central Community College in Decatur. During orienta- 
tion, students receive their approved class schedules 
for the fall semester, reserve or check on the status of 
their dormitory rooms and have photos made for ID 
cards, Harris, a graduate of Neshoba Central High 
School, is shown receiving assistance in planning his 
class schedule from Cynthia Odom, an instructor in the 


ree Nursing 
College's Associate Deg 9 a dah hay a 
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“1, is also a member 
ulty. In addition to her teachin 
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Katrina Bryant of Union was recently 
selected Director / Instructor for the EMT- 
aramedic Technology program at East Central 
ommunity College in Decatur, announced 








ryant, who began her new duties on July 


| ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. 
a 






member of the College’s adjunct fac- 
BS Belg hing duties, Bryant 

serves as an EMT-Paramedic and education offi- 
cer at Metro Ambulance in Meridian. She is also 





| a former EMT-Paramedic for Emergystat 
| Ambulance in Vernon, Ala. 


A graduate of Newton County High School, 
Bryant attended ECCC and received EMT-Basic 


> Certification and EMT-Intermediate 

» | Certification from Alabama Fire College. She 

7) also received EMT Paramedic Certification from 
| the University Medical Center. She is scheduled 


to receive a Bachelor of Science degree in 


| health-related sciences at UMC in August 2005. 
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where she received a bachelor of sei- 
ence degree in Hotel, Restaurant and 
Tourism ‘Management 

She" is also Promus ce: ified in 
| tae management and holds certi- 





Me ation by the American Hotel and 
Motel Association as” a hospitality 
‘supervisor. | 

In addition, she attended the 





ee 


College in 

O'Neill a sil on bodiide be ditecs 
tors for the Meridian Rotary Club; 
Jimmie Rodgers Foundation; and the 


co au TUT: nity develo ~ a 3 1 i) - * a 
with ry — 4 Southeast Tourism prey: Marketing 


| Diabet A = is we 


a | Foundation of Mississippi. She is a 
i it ait HW ¢ F peat = . | former ambassador for the East 

: Mesdiaa | on ke a ee Mississippi Business D Beveiopnicat 
. gen tonite : : ON yon ‘She is married to Kurt O°Neill and 





4»... Bas two stepchildren, Je 
nit nd “the” Sader epe n, Jesse and Zak 
: B10a = 52! 
! phe til inl 1) 1 . Tic 
rer sere ' E me: 
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_ECCC Workforce 
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|“ DECATUR--Joseph 


~ Knight-of Union was re- 
cently selected Workforce 


Dewelopment Coordinator 


at Bast Central Commu- 
nity College in Decatur. 


announced ECCC Presi- 
dent Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. 
Knight, whose office will 
be located near the 
College’s Productivity En- 
hancement Lab at the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba 
County Vocational-Techni- 
cal Center, began his new 
dutiesonJuly |. 
Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, Knight was em- 


ployed at Chahta Enter-_ 
prise in Philadelphia since 


1995, where he mostly re- 
cently served as director of 


quality assurance/manu- 


facturing/maintenance. 


He is also a former plant 
manager and plant super- 
- Intendent. 


He was previously em- 


ployed with the Mississippi 


Department.of Transpor-. 
tation. 

A graduate of Neshoba 
Central High School, 
Knight attended ECCC 
and received a Bachelor of, 
Arts degree in general. 
business from Mississippi 
State University. He has 
also received training in. 
Lean Deployment/Lean 
Manufacturing, Essentials, 
of Management and Glo- . 
bal 8-Discipline Approach. 
to Problem-Solving. 


He is a member of. the 


Pine Grove Baptist 
Church, located in the. 
House community, where 


he serves as a deacon.and 


Sunday school teacher. 
He is alsoa member of 
the Freedomland Quartet, 
which travels throughout 
the Southeast singing 
Southern Gospel music. 
Knight is married to the 
former Lisa St. Louis of 
Poplarville. They have a 
son, Jeff. 
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‘of yarious honors to be 
Wit Homecoming 2005 
ve been announced by 
wiation officials at East 
munity College in 


lumna of the Year is 







im fos of University 
and community 


ite and Scott 
roth heen honored by 


4 is being recog: 
years of volunteer 

ly Park Civic Association 
— lo dedioation to 


his association with ECCC by most 
recently serving as Alumni 
Association president. 

Also being honored are two new 
members of the College’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame — Dr. Bob Tom Johnson 
of Forest and Lucy Young of 
Vicksburg. 

Johnson, a 1963 ECCC graduate, 
helped lead the Warrior basketball 
team to the state tournament semi- 
finals and a 22-3 record his sophomore 
season. He was an honorable mention 
All-State selection and continued his 
basketball career at the University of 
Southern Mississippi. Johnson was 
also a former basketball standout at 
Morton High School where he earned 


adu- _All-Little Dixie Conference honors. 





Young, a 1971 ECCC graduate and 
Morton native, experienced a stellar 
coaching career at Warren Central 
High School, where she began and 


a 


'C Names 2005 Home 


successfully led the boys’ and girls’ 
soccer teams and girls’ slow-pitch and 


fast-pitch softball squads. She receive! 


several “Coach of the Year” awards 
and other honors throughout her 23- 
year career, She is also a former vol- 
leyball and tennis standout at ECCC 
where she also served as manager of 
the Lady Warrior basketball team. 
Nan Davis Anderson of Decatur is 
being honored as the College’s 
Academic Instructor of the Year. 
Anderson, who joined the ECCC staff 
in 2004, serves as an instructor in the 
Associate Degree Nursing program. 
The Oktibbeha County native is also # 
former member of the nursing facully 
at Calhoun Community College in 
Huntsville, Ala. 
Selected as Career-Technical 
Instructor of the Year is Lori Hudson 
Luke of Newton. Luke, who serves «is 
a practical nursing instructor, has 


i | 
‘ | } 
, | | 4 
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1 employed at ECCC since 2001. In 
ition to her teaching duties, Luke 
Sas an adviser for HOSA (Health 
‘upation Students of America) and 
sU SA chapters. 

ym. Becoming activities officially get 
ay on Friday, Oct. 14 when an 
ii Baseball game is scheduled at 
p ie Clark Memorial Stadium. For 
> nformation about the Diamond 
rio - Alumni contest, contact 

+h Jake Yarborough at ext. 374. 
‘union groups scheduled to meet 
apr activities on 

ay, Oct. 15, include members of 
2s ending in “5”; Classes of 

8 and 1959; the 1956-1963 men’s 
1 teams coached by Denver 
Saag the Alumni Band and 


lets, re will also recognize and 
r the 1954-55 and 1955-56 football 
is on their 50th anniversary. 


ij 
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pine Hono 


A ceremony officia 
ECCC Memorabilia | 
Library is also part ¢ 
ties. 

In addition, the “Be 
exhibit, which will bi 
the Associate Degree 
Building, will be avai 
“Between Fences” is. 
“Museum on Main St 
ration between the S) 
Institution and Missi 
Humanities Council. 

For more infor mat 
Homecoming 2005, co 
Hollingsworth, execu 
Office of Foundation 
Relations, East Centr 
College, P. O. Box 129, 
39327, Phone 601-685. 
free, 1-877-462-3222, ex 
address is sholling@e 
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Reowht GED Diplomas at ECCC ~ T! 
Nesta County residents were amon 


dent 
ciple 
Com 
Call 
Phill 
Naw 
‘Tol 
are. 
Rick 
Hew 


imreceived high school equiv: 
| during the annual GED 
mcement held at East Central 
ir Decatur. Seated from left a 
Sha’Toya Burnside, Crystal | 
ner, Cyngla Scruggs and ‘ 
yal 1 of Philadelphia. Standing 
in Dearing of Union, Juan Gat 
inburg, both of Philadelphia 
: f Union, Judy Pettey and Sha 


oh 


Cre , both of Philadelphia; and . 
Hen f Union. Diplomas were pres: 
Cla 1005 by ECCC President Dr. 
Sulf I ‘or more information about 


Cc oll 
Ad 
ZN 
278/) 
(EC 


GED Program, contact the | 
d Continuing Education, Phe 
call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, 

The email address is mdavis, 


ft AOKk eu | 
® wet gor 
“| er ge Ee O 
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Crimes named ECCC 





tech pr 


jess Alewine Grimes. of. Little 
Rxck “was recently ‘selected 
(CeerGseator of Tech Prep Education 
= Eas Céstral Community College 
= eae announced Dr. Phil A. 

Games! who began her new duties 
im Avweust, previously served as 
English and chorus instructor at West 
Lasderdale High School. She also 
seid teaching positions in Leland and 
)sewton schools. During her tenure at 
tetand-she received Teacher of the 
Year honors on thréé occasions. 

In addition. she has served as 
Professional Development 
Presenter/Trainer in the Tech Prep 
office of the Mississippi. Department 
of Education. 

She is a member ‘of the National 
Tech Prep Network, National 
Association for Tech Prep 
Leadership,. National Council of 
Teachers of English, Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum 
Development and Mississippi 
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ep coordinator 





~ Joan Alawine Grimes 


Theatre Association. 
A graduate of Union High School, 
Grimes holds an Associate in Arts 


degree from ECCC and a Bachelor of 


Arts degree in English Education 
from the University of Southern 
Mississippi. She is working toward a 


master’s degree at Mississippi State 


University. 
She has a son, Joshua Joyner (Jo- 
Jo) Grimes, a first-grader at Newton 


County Elementary School. 
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ECCC’s ABE/GED Classes Underway 
DECATUR-—1 orene Graham (standing) of Conehatta, an instructor in the Adult 
Basic Education and General Educational Development (GED) Program at East 
Central Community College. provides assistance to students (from left) Donald 
Slattery, Roxanne E_ Wilson and Nicholas Broach, all of Hickory, and Priscilla Ealy 
of Lena im the ABE/GED lab located in Ethridge Hall on the Decatur campus. Classes 
are offered free of charge from 8:30 to 11:30-a.m. Monday through Thursday. Mrs. 
Graham. 86, is an “alumnus” of the program, having received her GED at age 75! 
She graduated from ECCC at age 78 and has since served as an ABE/GED instruc- 
tor. For more information about the College’s ABE/GED program contact the Office 
of Adult and Continuing Education, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462- 
3222, ext. 279/279. The email address is mdavis@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Nursing Students Tour Miss. 
State Hospital San 





Scott County bebe Mississi 
Hospital (MSH) campus. Nursing students are wel- 
comed with a brief overview of the hospital's history 
and mission and tours of MSH's museum, child and 
adolescent unit, and forensic unit, MSH regularly hosts 
ours for nursing students, Nursir mand eT 
campus as of their clinical rota through an a 
seh | MSH's taf ) =dt cati ion and 
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ECCC practical nursing graduates 


Receiving practical nursing pins during the annual ceremony held at East Central Community College in 
Decatur are the above graduates of 2005 who include (first row, second from left) Lou Ann Averett of 
Union, Tammy Baldwin of Raleigh, Cindy Bryan of Philadelphia and Amanda Davidson of Sebastopol: 
(second row, from jeft) Betty Dyess of Phitadeiphia, Larcenyer Hester of Newton, Jennifer Hill of Lake 
and Melanie Jones of Lauderdale: (third row, from left) Ryan Loper of Newton, Amy McMillan of Little 
Rock, Evelyn Moore of Carthage and Alexis Nichols of Philadelphia: and (fourth row, from lef) Julie 
Richardson of Philadelphia. Timothy Wilcher of Carthage, Mandy Wilson of Sebastopol and Kim Withers 
and Sarah York, bot of Carthage. Alse pictured are instructors Tammie Rigdon (front row, left) and Lor 
Luke (fromt sow. agit). The pinning Ceremony was held August 5 in the Vickers Fine Arts Canter (EC 
Photo) 
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Classes | resul ES 
sCCC in I 





@ Officials assess 
damage, reschedule 
athletic events 


Bubby Johnston ts vice 
president for public 
information at East esta 
Community College in 
Decatur, where he has worked’ 
since 1987. 


By Bubby Johnston 
special to The Star 

DECATUR — Classes 
resumed Tuesday at East Cen- 
tral Community College, 
where officials are still trying 
to assess the dollar amount of 
damage sustained on the 
Decatur campus in the after- 
math of Hurricane Katrina. 

The college had been 
closed since Katrina 
unleashed its fury on Aug. 29. 
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Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, ECC 
president, sent a campuswate 
e-mail after the hurricane. Be 
said Ethridge Hall, a 
houses classrooms and i 
college's ABE/GED La, 
received the most damage 4 
section of the roof wis 
destroyed and several clase 
rooms received water 

Classes have been ree 
cated to other parts of campus 
while repairs are made. 

Other facilities receiving 
major damage include the 
football and baseball fields 
The visitors’ bleachers on the 
football field and a section af 
the press box were destroyed. 
Both dugouts on the baseball 
<field were flattened. 

: Many trees were blown 
down, but none fell on campas 
facilities. Although unecos- 
firmed, Sutphin said a possible 
tornado came across the north 
partof campus. He said many 
buildings received nih roof 
damage, and some. offices had 
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physical plant director, read 
the long list of damages to the 
Administrative Council 
Tuesday afternoon. ; 

Sutphin praised Dearing 
and his maintenance staff for 
“working long and tirelessly 
every day, including the 
weekend and Labor Day, to 
ensure the readiness of the 
campus | for the resumption of 
classes.” 

Many maintenance staff 
members continue to be 
without power at their homes. 


Sutphin said East Central 


has extended registration for 
day, evening and. online 
classes offered for the fall 
semester. 

The deadline to register for 
day and evening classes is 
Friday. Students can sign up 
for online classes through 
Friday, Sept. 16. 


For more information 


about registration, call the 


Office of Admissions, Records 
and Research toll-free at (877) 


462-3222, ext. 206, or e-mail 


address: elekefiecen. eo 
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‘Fences’ exhibit opens at ECCC 


Ribbon-cusiesg cemeenorses were recently held at East Central Community College in Decatur for the 
Mississipa! Getet of “Seeeee" Fences.” 2 Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition, which is on dis- 
play in the Assomete Decree Nursing Bullding throuch Oct. 18. Between Fences is a cultural history of 
fences. and lami wae © Seamimes how neighbors and nations divide and protect, offend and defend 
through the Goumaress Hey Susie The traveling exhibit is part of Museum on Main Street, a collabora- 
tion between the Sentitecmar iesttution and the Federation of State Humanities Counciis. Participating 
in the 1iobon-camimp gememmomy were (irom left) Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director, ECCC Office of 
Foundation amd Alums Feladiems Or Sarbera Carpenter, executive director, Mississippi Humanities 
Council; Carol Mars, te-dimecior anc co-founder of Museum on Mair Street: Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. ECCC 
president; Dr. Larue Seeramnem. COC wice greater for instuctor. Ds Kathy Baxter, associate vice 
president for Researmtand Deweicotmert anc Govermmert Afars at Mendian Communsy College: Carn 
Andersen, aSSISare Greciy i poyars is Lowets proeect wouste= and Dere Morgen orosect spe 
cialist for the “Betweee Feemes” extuibt,_ al eth he Missssom Sermmentes Coun and Beaty Low Jones 
Governor's apporiee t= ae SIL. For more Piiptetice aoe “Setecer Fences” oe SS se Hors 
the exhibit contact tie BOO Sine of Scart and Meet Saisie Pir SSE oo ca 
free, 1-877-462-3222 Gat S27 The enuill aitess = Sir Ses es ES 
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ECCC presents art exhibit, music 


A program of original works by composer Len Bobo (second from the left), who also 
serves as music keyboard instructor at East Central Community College, and an exhibit 
of art works by Josh Summers (third from left) will be presented at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 6 in the Ovid S. Vickers Fine Arts Center in Decatur. Performing vocal selections 
during the program will be Dr. Chris Jenkins (left), ECCC vocal music instructor, and 
Vicki Blaylock (right), music keyboard instructor, Also pictured is Bruce Guraedy, 
Chairman of the ECCC Division of Fine Arts. (EC Photo) 


ECCC To Present Music, 
Art ace October 6 
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1 Bobo, who also serves as 
music keyboard instructor at 
the College, and an exhibit of 
art works by Josh Summers at 
7 p.m. on Thursday, October 6 
in the Ovid S. Vickers Fine Arts 
Center. 

The special program also 
features the ECCC Concert 
Choir, Joyce Tillery, pianist at 
Central United Methodist 
Church 1 in Meridian; and vocal- 


rad s | Tr 


| ee eer 


degree from the Caiversseeer" 


Tennessee. He has taught in 
schools in Mississippi and 
Arkansas. 

Selections for the program 
include choral, vocal solo, organ 
and piano pieces. 

Summers, a graduate of 
South Leake High School, 
attended East Central in 2001 
and received his art diploma 
from Stratford Career institute 
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wide variety of painting tech- 
niques and lighting in various 


Se 


times of the day. All 16 oil 


paintings are done in the thick 


paint application called ‘impas- - 
to.” 


Admission to the concert 
and exhibit 1s free and the pub- 
lic is invited to attend. A recep- 
tion will be held in the lobby 
following the musical program. 
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Physical pliers emciioyees from East Central Community College soect some tne i= =ncueraliie line 
Ing Hurricane Katine hetcng with clean-up and repair work at Peart Fiver Community Culiese Thames 
to the hetp of offer community colleges, PRCC was abie to resume 
storm. EOOC employees who assisted with the clean-up efforts included (igen set) Wiles Cherutier Soom 


Everett, Dereon Fussed. 
Foreman. (PRCO Protw) 





Jonathan Merritt, Sean Mowdy, Arte Foreman Stee Saue aap Sce7 


ECCC staff assists PRCC 


with hurricane cleanup 


After spemdime two weeks clean- 
ing wp thesr hoes: campus. volunteers 
from the Eee Central Community 


College Piwewecal Plant stall headed to 
Poplarvil they assisted 
workers af Pearl Kiver Community 
College wath cleanup from the devas- 
lating effects of ia Katrina. 

ECCC Piwssal Plan: direcior 
Mike Dearmme praised bes staff for 
their efiorts 

“After working fwo 6)-hour 
weeks on our Campes. including 
Labor Day, and takume care of dam- 
age to ther own homes. i of our 
employees volunteered to go io 
Poplarville to assist with clean-up and 
repairs to their campus. We were able 
to send eight of them down there. The 
other two remained on our campus to 
keep things running here 

“We had calis from 
Pearl River as to the quality of the 
work our people did. I'm very appre- 
ciate to my staff and glad that we 
were able to help out after such a dey- 
astating storm,” Dearing said.© — ~ 
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Mississippi community colleges who 
assisted, Pearl River Community 
College was able to resume classes 
on Monday, Sept. 19, only three 
weeks after Hurricane Katrina made 
landfall on Monday, Aug. 29. 

“We certainly appreciate what 
these other community colleges were 
able to do for us,” said PRCC 
President William Lewis. “Some of 
their skilled workers, like carpenters, 
electricians, plumbers and locksmiths 
were here lending us a helping hand.” 


(Sept. 19)" sant Clee Tepe ieee 
tor of the PROC Pau a 
we Can ever cla Ge Gee wae 
will.” 


Among the community colleges ‘ARTRAG ' A 


who sent workers to Poplarville were 


East IESHOSBA DEM = | 


Copiah-Lincoln, Itawamba, 
Central. Mississippi Delta, Northwest 


and Northeast. Workers from other EYY7 ON == --"— 
AERIDIAN STAR 


community colleges were expected 
donng the weeks following as PRCC 
continued to bounce back from . 
Katrina’s devastation. Pearl River ’ 
Community College suffered 
between $15-25 million in damages 
from the hurricane. 

“Without the help of these workers 


~ from the other Commitinity ‘colleges,’ 
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Donates to ECCC projects 


Kenneth Jones (left), president of the Decatur branch of The Citizens Bank, has provided financial assis- 
tance to two orolects currently underway at East Central Community College. The bank official present- 
ed a check for $1,000 designated for the Denver Brackeen Scholarship and $250 for the “Between 
Fences” extiiet qutvenily on Gisolay in the Associate Degree Nursing Building. The scholarship was 
established Dy former memipers of Srackeens 1956-1963 Warrior basketball teams. “Between Fences” 
iS a Cultural Gstoey of eerces arc feud we and ss part of Museum on Main Street. a collaboration 
between the Seafiusomen Instiufion end the Federation on State Humantes Councils. Snown recening 
the bank’s comiifwiecs ae Or Pall A. Soften, ECOC presiders. and Stacey Hollingsworn, executive 
director for SSuncester anc aun Sets EC o> 
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0 ‘a ~ These teachers from the 
| ers of the East Central 
et Faculty for 2005-06. Picturec 
a Nowell (psychology) and Pat: 
so oth h of Decatur, Tracy Dearing (co 
: (computer) of Decatur, and 
stow and (standing, fron 
nglish) of Union, Larry Gressett (f 
istor ry) and Raymond Clark (mat 
; Glen Harrison (CAD) of Little 
justice) of Decatur. TI 
ulty Biscibers at a pre-session wor 
campus. (EC Photo) 





BOCK Acteanct instructors 


a ees See th «Leeks Coamty)§ Reeves (human growth and development) 
= ae meeieers of She East Central of Carthage. Pemmy Davidson (medical ter- 


Came Calliege Sieect Paeceltys fer mieolecr) of Philadelphia. and Sherry 
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Carson, Brownlee direct Wall “O 


Thomas W. Carson begins his twenty-fourth year as 
director of bands at the College. 

Under Carson's leadership, the ECCC band program 
continues to be recognized tor excellence. The Wall O° 
Sound Marching Band 
was voted the top com- 
munity/junior college 
marching band in the 
state, according to a 
poll conducted in 1998 
by the Jackson Clarion- 
Ledger. 

For the sixteenth 
straight year, the 
Collegians, EC’s rock 
‘n’ roll group directed 
by Carson, represented 
ECCC and Mississippi 
on their annual tour. 
This year’s group per- 


formed at Disney 
World in Orlando, 
Florida. In previous 





years, the Collegians 
have been featured 
entertainers al Sea 
World in San Antonio, 
Texas; Busch Gardens 
in Tampa, Florida; the South Street Seaport in New York 
City; and the Summer Olympics in Atlanta, Georgia, The 
Collegians are also a crowd favorite each year at the 
Neshoba County Fair, The 2005 appearance marked the 


Thomas W. Carson 


22nd Collegian performance at Mississippi’s Giant House 
Party. 

Carson served as president of the Mississippi 
Community and Junior College Band Directors’ Association 
in 2001-02 and was selected the College’s Humanities 
Instructor of the Year for 2001. He was chosen ECCC's 
HEADWAE (Higher Education Day 4 Working Toward 
Academic Excellence) Instructor of the Year in 1995 and 
was named a Lamplighter participant in 1992, an annual 
recognition of the state’s outstanding community and junior 
college instructors. He was selected ECCC’s Academic 
Instructor of the Year in 1991. He currently serves as statc 
chair for the College Band Directors’ National Association. 

Carson ts a graduate of Forrest-Sherman High School in 
Naples, Italy; East Central Junior College; and Delta State 
University, where he received bachelor and master’s 
degrees in music education. 


He is married to the former Brenda Branning of 


Philadelphia, who serves as the. College’s director of finan- 
cial aid. They have three children, Chris, Jennifer and 
Jeremy. 

Jared Brownlee begins his eighth year as assistant direc- 
tor of bands. His main areas of responsibility includes 
directing/arranging for the Wall “O Sound drum line, direct- 
ing of the concert band and the directing/arranging for the 
percussion ensemble. 

Prior to joining the ECCC staff, Brownlee served as band 
director at Southaven High School and president of the 
Tate/DeSoto Band Directors Association in 1997. He is also 
the former Director of Bands at Saltillo High School and 
Guntown Middle School. His experience also includes 
serving as a graduate assistant and marching percussion 
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music diy ation (et Delta State University and master’s 
degree tn wi) wiieation from the University of 
Minsinaijyn : | 

Hie is thartiet §) the former Roseanne Rice of Tupelo 
who ts ah ele) teacher in the Meridian Public School 
Dintehot ‘Tiwey (vee children: Jordan, Caleb and 
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Cemrsl Sport: Hell d Pam Se 
will be inducted during homecom- 
ing activities in October. 

“It's a great thing to be recognized 
for this honor,” Young said. “It 
makes me happy, and it gives me 
time to reflect. It gives me a sense 
of gratitude that I attended East 
Central, They were two of the best 
years of my life. The whole founda- 
tion of my career began there.” 

And what a career she’s had as a 
coach at WC: 

* She coached the Viking boys 
soccer team for 23 years, compil- 
ing a record of 258-63-16, to estab- 
lish her as the winningest prep 
soccer coach in Mississippi at the 
time of her retirement. Her teams 
won five Central Mississippi 


Misarniminnehine nine ciectroprt TV 


Warren Central softbell coach Lucy Young holds on to her 
varsity letter she received in 2002, more than 30 years after 


ball at WC for 
29 years, Com- 
piling a record 
of 380-194, Her 
teams won four 
league titles 
before the play- 
off system was 
introduced and 
11 district titles 
and one north 
state title after- 
ward. 


* In fast-pitch softball, she has 


record of 99-44-1 and has twice 
heen celertad the Viekebhire Poet’. 





Warren Central's Lucy rinks had has coached 
soccer, tennis and softball at the high school 
during her 33 year career: 

Boys Soccer ................. 2098-63-16 (23 years) 
Girls SOCCEF ..........0.c--00060.04-27-2 (8 years) 


Slow-pitch softball ~~ 195 (28 years) 
i ala softball.............99-44-1 (6 years) 
Tennis .. wold years as coach 
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be inducted into the school's athletic hall of fame. 


great of an ath- 
lete coming out 
of Morton High 
School in Scott 
County. 
McPhail begs to 
differ. 

“Lucy was 
very athletic 
and Coach 
(Lucille) Wood 
saw the poten- 


* tial in both of 
us,” McPhail said. 

The only fall sport East Central 
offered wac vollevhall Netther 


Coach Wood practicing us, we won 
a state championship. 

“I was a manager on her girls 
basketball team and then played 
tennis. Wanda was my teammate 
in both sports.” 

In fact, the pair teamed up to 
win the state title in women's dou- 
bles for the Lady Warriors. 

Still, respect was hard to come 
by. There were no athletic scholar- 
ships for female athletes, and even 
worse, hardly any recognition for 
their on the court success. 

“We weren't even given (var'sity) 
letters Wo juct lava fre the lain 
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"Keopiny T radition Alive in 2005" 


j ' HOMECOMING » ° OCTOBER 15, 2005 

















“Athletic Hall of Fame” 














wae Tedeon Lori Luke 
Decatur Newton 
Academic Career-Technical 
“Instructor of the Year” ES sie: the Year” 


hee E epee ° Vier Fine = Center: 


Maxie Doddson 

Phillips Forest 
University Park, MD 
“Alumna of the Year” 





Lucy Young 


Featuring works by BCCG Alum 


Free 





Ene Adcock and Cins hemp 
Admission and Refreshments _. 


Bill Lovett 


*“Alumnus of the Year” 





Bob Tom Johnson 
Vicksburg Forest 


“Athletic Hall of Fame” 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
8 a.m.-Registration Begins 
East Mall Patio Near Mabry Catcteria 
“Between Fences” Exhibit 

Open for Viewing-ADN Building 
Refreshments Available in 
Sullivan Student Center 


9 a.m.-Memorabilia Room 


Grand Opening Burton Library 


9 a.m.-ECCC Soccer vs. Meridian (Women) 
Men’s Game to Follow at 11 a.m. 


LCCC Soccer Field 


10 a.m.-Reunion Groups Meet 
1954-95 & 1955-56 Football Teams,Room 60, Newton Hall 
Class of 1935-Room 92, Newton Hall 

(Class of 1945-Room 92, Newton Hall 


Class of 1955-Room 90, Newton Hall 
Class of 1965-Room 102. Newton Hall 
Class of 1975-Room 104, Newton Hall 
Class af 1985-Room 106, Newton Hall 
Class af 1995-Room | 15, Newton Hall 
Class of 2005-Room 109, Newton Hall 


a Classes of 1957, 58, & 59-Room 105, Newton Hall 
3 _ 10:15 a,m.-Awarding of 50th 


Diplomas to Class of 1955 


10:30 a.m.-Awarding of Medallions to 
50th Anniversary Football Teams 


11 a.m.-Warrior Club Annual Meeting 


Hull Auditorium 
Noon-Alumni ncmvees 


Mabry Memena) Cafeterias 


2:30 p.m.-ECCC vs. Gulf Coast 


_— = 
SS  —— 


ividay; € Gerber 14° ope” 
2GCC Baseball Alumni Day 
Jamie Clark Memonal Stadium / 
Ghris Gay [V Memorial Field 
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The College will also 
recognize and honor the 1954-55 and 
1955-56 football teams on their 50" 
anniversary. 

The Warrior Club, which 


supports the College’s athletic teams 
will hold its annual meeting at 11 a.m. 
in Huff Auditorium. 


Recipients of the annual 
Alumni Association awards will be 
honored during a noon luncheon in 
Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. Honorees 
include Alumna of the Year Maxie 
Doddson Phillips of University Park, 
Maryland; Alumnus of the Year Bill 
Lovett of Forest; Athletic Hall of Fame 
inductees Dr. Bob Tom Johnson of 
Forest and Lucy Young of Vicksburg; 
and Instructors of the Year Nan Davis 


Anderson ae of Decatur and 


MIMSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SET OF MORTON ». 
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Fine a Department 
Tala Afumn 1 An Exhibit 
9 p.m. in ne Vickers Fine 
x. The exhibit will feature 
ic Adcock of Sebastopol 


vote ; omar cap okbeisaulle. 


An Alumni Baseball game is 
scheduled Friday, October 14, at 
Jamie Clark Memorial Stadium. For 
more information about the Diamond 
Warrior Alumni contest, contact 
Coach Jake Yarborough at ext. 374. 
The Soccer Warriors will 
also hold an alumni match at 5 p.m. 
on October 14 at the ECCC Soccer 
field. For more information contact 
Coach Kenneth Thompson at ext. 370. 
For more information 
regarding Homecoming 2005, contact 
Stacey Hollingsworth, executive 
director, Office of Foundation and 
Alumni Relations, East Central 
Community College, P. O. Box 129, 
Decatur, MS 39327, Phone 601-635- 
2111 orcall toll frees 1-877-462-3222, 
ext, 327. The email address is 


sholling@eccc.edu. | Lane 
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Cast anc crew members of East Centra Commmurnty College's producto of ‘The 
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East Central Community 
College freshmen Desmond 
Graham (left) of Noxapater 
and Allen Greer of Neshoba 
Central talk with Rosalyn 
Smith-Howard, a recruiter for 
the Health Careers Center in 
Medison, during the Senior 
College Fair held recently on 
the Decatur campus. Smith- 
Howard said she discussed 
the various careers that are 
evailable in the health-related — 
e@rea. The Health Careers 
Center is a division of the 
Ave 
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: d East Mall area. 
: 
APPEARED IN 
LAKE MESSENGE> _ ; oe ee 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES == 
UNION APPEAL ke HC : 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | Oe Sas 
ante = ss 


SPIRIT OF MORTON | “LAr 
IMPACT 


WEEK OF _- He?) 





0 ae ae 





& Pceesu ne sre jeceiert 
an ahaa 





APPEASE] 





LAKE WSS —_ ee 23 2S = 
SCOTT COLNTY THES = Ss SSS 
UNION APrSan — | | ears CS 
WINSTON COUNTY JOLEIa= a ee 
SPIRIT OF MORTON oe So — 


IMPACT 


_ _ = “ail 
— = = ¢ = 








= 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 















oie 





homecoming court hi 


Cavenaugh of Chunky; and sophomore 
maids Clancy Cleveland of Union, Abby 
Miller of Madison, and Allison McDaniel of 
Philadelphia; back, escorts Truitt Pace of 
Newton. Jess Dilley of Forest, Patrick 
Peterson of Louisville, Benjamin Ingram of 
Carthage. Jeremie Jordan of Newton, 
Daniel Grimes of Chunky, Grant Morris of 
Philadelphia. Lee Blackburn of Newton 
d Jason Murphey of Brandon. 
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Brown Chosen ECCC Homecomm 


. ti her dress. She also had t 
FHS GRADUATE ENJOYS Shake sure her hair and nails looked 
COLLEGE LIFE perfect. She enjoyed a pep rally and 


By TAMI K. PHILLIPS 
TIMES STAFF WRITER 


DECATUR—Saturday was truly a 
dream come true for Sherrell Brown. 
lirown, 19, of Forest, was selected 
by her peers a8 the 2005 East Central 

Community College Homecoming 
CJ ijorents 

“There are no words to describe it,” 
Hrown, a bubbly outgoing young lady, 
sal abou! being Chosen queen, “It's 
eeoverwheolming. 1 felt good to know 
hat iiy peers andl my school chose 
we fly The henion 

ler) wire Oempalgned for the tithe of 
see Fade ween at BOOC thie year 

wo lave ot dlectinie Were held at the 
iT a 

in the PT eleeliion, Nrown and 
iw they witle Oomnpetedl fiw (he ithe 
Um 
Hiren be the Pieet Piveel peallent to 
hee tiered they) Li eeweral yeane 
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bonfire with her fellow classmates at 
the end of the week. 

Brown looks forward to having the 
title of 2005 Homecoming Queen for 
the next year. 

She plans on participating in the 
Forest Christmas Parade this year 
and sharing her experience with the 
city. 

Brown is a 2004 graduate of Forest 
High School where a few of her many 
honors include Miss Forest High 
School, Hall of Fame and a variety of 
Who's Who titles, 

Brown was chosen a UCA All-Star 
Cheerleader and graduated with hon: 
ore in the top 20 of her elas. 

Brown sald her daye at PHS, under 
the loacership of Prinetpal Milly 
Wilbanks and Superintendent Ship 
Lathen, as well ae faculty and atalt, 
contributed to her being ohowsen 
(jij 

“Woreet High Belool Wil Ue fin 
Jation for ime to heave Ube bone” 
Hrowh eal “Without (hem, | weule 
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HROWN phot and bee member of (he wombal Vin Vdiee porate | b jrere Der eeemat 
Hapiiol Mhiderit Unions Wealey Howl all alia tae wnhoyer | | | 
a rait aye iv PVihirwelal on Her time at WOOO on fae aye Piveve be peelbilive Dike chloe 
Heewie neon je literal aria WOT nol tide (he oe jit Leapuin in | ioeny that” ale sala - 
Het Pinewan UPd janet eniy, ” Nie plane to attend Miselaaipps for anything lolving Heown calebrate re 
POPHVWE HE ie RAAL NTO fal Viete Univeraity in the fall "KO hae viven mea lotol Hoimeuwniiiet Saturday were 
HOOT where ahe le livelved inn where ahe will puriue a degree memories,” she sald. “Tye wny friends and family mem- & 
Tet ce VTE, Pe te Hee COTA TONE, enjoyed every minute of it ao bers, Ineluding her parents, 0 
Diainand Girt fir he baseball She hopes to eventually far, both academically and Charles BE. Brown and Rose “= 
leoii de Well de Oentpalatte become a TV anehor or public socially.” Vary Brown. Though her chow & 
with the Wall of Sound relations agent Many of her memories wil! log, Bear Brown, could not O we 
Varehing Hand "| love to talk and socialize,” include fun times with both old ittend the ceremony, Brown = Oo 
She in also involyed inconcert Brown said with a laugh. “Ilove and new friends at ECC said she knew he was with her nm ~ 
choir, chamber choir and gospel — to talk to people and I'm inter- Staying on campus has definite in spirit Oo. = 
" = — VW —_t S&S YY = 
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Nursing Students putideads in orientation at Scott Regional Hospit: a 


East Central Community College ist semester associate degree nursing students participating in orientation at Scott Regional Hospital are picts 
first row, Linda Spivey, Forest, Sedonia Smith, Leesburg; Brenda Kirby, instructor; second row, Erica McMillan, Lake; LaShrondra Bradford_ 
Johnson, Lake; Amanda Miles, Morton; Gina Parker, Leesburg; third row, Shannon Davis, Morton; Sara Stiles, Sebastopol; Bobby Biase “¢ 
Walker, Morton; Ashton Hendry, Forest; Brian Waltman, Lake; and Donovan Cooksey, Lake. 
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eductees: Lon Luke of Newton, Career-Technical Instructor of the Year: and Nan Anderson of Dec: ‘ 


ECCC Homecoming Honorees 


Bese mcividuals received various honors presented by the East Central Community College Alumni Assocs 
ee! | 


tO 


ation dursts Gigmesoming activities held 
tober 15 on the Decatur campus. From left are Billy R. Lovett of Forest, Alumnus of the Year: Maue DoGaise ilies of University Park. 


\lumma of the Year; Dr. Bob Tom Johnson of Forest (a native of Morton) and Coach Lucy Young of Vicksburg (2 mateee! Morton), Athletic Hall 


At = = = 


nde . Decatur. Acedemm@eerector of the Year. (EC 


PAD TL B.. 4 ——_ 
= ‘ =a a — = — 

—— 2. 
—— — i — i | ES —_—— a 

vw ! >) = — 
— og —— 

= — =. Pt W-- = — =_ 

+ ~~ at si ad el tt (ne 

"S Sat =- 
moO SS WORTON ULL 


APPEARS; BE 

LAKE MESSoNGe= 
SCOTT COUNTY THES 
UNION APPEAL ; 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURMZL 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 


& mas a3 CCC in 30 i 





as -F 


CAR T= | 





sESHOSA DEMOces 
= ee 
SE-DAA 372 

Ae Ce 





























APPEARED Me 

SCOTT COUNTY THES 

UNION APPEAL = 

WINSTON COUNTY JOLIE 

SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 











WEEK OF 0724-05 






























thankful for the 
 family/community envi- 
_ ronment that abounds at 
the community college 
- level. Plus, being a gradu- 
ate of East Central 


ries of ECCC.” 
Asked how she reaches 
her students, Luke said 
“respect. I have respect 
for them and I expect 
respect in return,” Luke 
said. “An open-door policy 
encourages student par- 
ticipation and good com- 
municative 


dialogue.” 
Luke received her Asso- 
ciate’s Degree from East 
Central Community Col- 
lege and a Bachelor's 
Degree in nursing from 
the University of South- 
ern Mississippt She has 
cummpieted aidit wena] 
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aL coMMUNIT COLLEGE 
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coursework towards a 
Master’s Degree. 
She has been an advisor 


for Health Occupation 


Students of America and 
SkillsUSA. In addition, 
she was named to Who’s 
Who Among American 
Teachers. 

Luke isa member of — 
the Association for Rural 
Health and the Interna- — 
tional Association for 
Human Caring and has 
worked with the Diabetes 
Foundation of Mississip- 
pi. She Is a member of 
Newtdh. 

She is married to Hesth 
Luke, who works wath 
USDA in Jackserm = 
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ECCC family sends r supplies to coast 


fewest TS oS Sr cacuty seat arc Stugera Dooy 2 East Centrai Community College in Decatur 





coe lect cele of tens & sere b Te Missssco = Emergency Management Agency in Jackson 
ee ee Baas wer cofecees 2 fi © College's Public Information Office and 
| ae ehere vecous studert and stef volunteers sort- 

= "rah Dower Trareng Casses Octvered the tems to Jack- 
Gees acc fose eho asssted m fe ceocess in any way. (EC 
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1954-55 and 1955-56 Football Teams Honored = = 
cheerleading squads at East Central Community C 
15, 2005, on the Decatur campus. FrOre Foam, Sa a = SS mt 
head coach Clayton Blount of Decatur, Eugen ¢ Serres «second 


row, from left) Marcus Gordon of Ureon, the Se eS ae eS Gorion of 








Madison and Earl Marshall of 
N.C., Keith Bialock of Northport Ale = onatiaes 
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McNickle helped! lead pe J ordan, eight. 
Members of Desperate 
Se ee ells == 


Florida Southern to a 265- 


| rn 


World Series. The Moc- 

_20= WSS" =<casins won the national 

7 title at the 1995 CWS in 

soo =" “Montgomery, Ala., hon 

. _ claiming runner-up hon- 
JO P= _ ors in 1994. oe 

= - He served as coach 

eS "at MCC in 2001 and led the 


ser OF woe Diamond Eagles to the 
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| Baie 
NCAA Division II ths in the 
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2005 Alumna of the Year 
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Pailips Chesen as East Central Community College’s 
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o® eeech Denver Brackeen 
sof his 1956-63 squads dur- 
coming celebration. The 
p beeoring Brackeen, who is 
teded the following inscrip- 
> importantly, how to 
Pennington, Ala.; Billy 
@ Vincent of Petal, who was _ 
i later hired the ECCC All- 
jin various capacities; and 
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both of Philadelphia; Jay 


a Back row are Charlie Payne, 


a Ale; Sherrell Marshall, Pearl; 
- and Dr. Bob Tom Johnson, 
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J the late Bonnie Saxon Phillips 





A native of Edinburg, Mr. Phillips 
is a graduate of Edinburg High 
School, ECJC and Mississippi State 
College. He taught school for a few 
years before serving in the European 
Theater in World War II. After com- 
 pleting his military duty, he was 
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ECCC Workforce Councit Promoting Workforce | 
Development 


Roger Whitlock (standing), director of the East Central Community College 
Workforce Development Center, addresses members of the College's District 
Workforce Council at its recent meeting on the Decatur campus. Among Council mem- 
bers who attended the quarterly meeting are (from left at head table) Council Chair 
David Mills of Polo Custom Products in Louisville and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 


Sutphin; and (foreground, sonra epee ECCC Proccavtty Enhancement 
Vowal of Pilsephin, preset fe Om nity Development Partnership 
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mong Gunter's numerous hon- 
ered include induction into the Nai- | 
! see, wher ae smith Memorial rnp ee -cants | 





















herp third in A Leake County native and gradu- Son 
2d (1016) and ate ‘of Walnut Grove High School, _ 

by * n Season as (2), | Colt East Central Junior 
980. Gunt er served as. iS ase 1957 to, 1958. are 
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to squac > the ttle at the “ball eqaing Al Reset honors ir 
> ea fy fh isumat ment prior 1960. In 19 362, Papas bache- 
ay did not getto lor’s and master's degrees from 
< ee es because of a Peabody College 1 in 1 Nashville. She’ 
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Ladner attends workshop 
Monte Ladner, left, director o: Leak 

Vocational C enter in RD sb iat iisa eee wid 

trators : ee a recent workshop at East Gelsegs 

Community College in Decatur to discuss topics of inter- 

: condary education. Joan 
— or, right, helped plan 
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CTC Wha's.Who mpiabass 





Ten area East Central Community 
College were selected to Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Junior Colleges for 
the 2005-06 school year, based on academic 
achievement, involvement in extracurricu- 
lar activities and nominations from faculty 
and staff. Honorees included, from left, 


and Amanda Dowell, both of Carthage, and 
Keely Morgan of Walnut Grove. Not pic- 
tured, Kathryn E. Barny and Anthony 
Engram, both of Walnut Grove, and Jason 
B. Long and Shirley White, both of 


Carthage, Christopher Shuler, of 


Harperville, and Alisha Perry, of Ludlow. 


Shannon Brock, of Edinburg, Tiffany Willis 
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Winston’ ern: Deidre 
Coleman, Shamra White Collier, 
Jeffery Davis. Kevin “Gregory, 
Michael Gregory. Amy Hathorn, 
Jaimee Jones. Heather Steele and 
Fran Stevenson, all of Loutsville. 


: | rm, 


CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 








x 








WEEK OF \ 








Hardy selected eece biology instructor 


Association. She also received the 
1992 Science and Mathematics 
| Teacher Award from the 
Mississippi State University 
| of Sigma Xi Scientific 
Research Society. 
A graduate of Neshoba Central 
High School, Hardy received bach- 
elor and master’s degrees in biolo- 
| gy from Mississippi State 
University. She also has an associ- 
| ate’s degree in in poi from 
| Meridian Community College. | 
She is married to ante Hardy, 








” She is a formes biology and 
anatomy instructor at 





5 Kim Willis Hardy 


ba : | owner 
one Sead SS choc. In 


addition, she is a former science 

methods instructor and creative 

wimg; instructor al Mississippi 
University. 


awards for teaching excellence. 


She was the 1995 recipient of the 
Herbert M. Handley Outstanding 
Teacher Award presented by the 


of Hardy a : hls 
Philadelphia. They ve 
daughters, Carman Hardy, feigh 
Willis Payne and Deanna Hardy. 
They also have one grandson, 
Mason Payne. 


dy has received numerous 
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| activities Saturday, Oct, 15 2005 on the 
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A saegs ee sa is more affordable for two East Central Community College career-tochnical stu- 
dents thanks to scholarships provided by Taylor Machine Works in Louisville. Joe Dertinger (third from 


left) of Philadelphia and Deangelo Frazier (fourth from left) of Lot sville, 
ue their education in the machine shop technology and weniNe progra ns 


Cin from eft of Decatur machine shop technology instructor, and Ge 
information goarcng the alee 
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ach received $1500 to contin- 
, respectively. Making the shed 






‘erald Jordan of Carthage, welding 


ced, Direc and Machining scholarships, 





‘ee, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 375. The 
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FAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 





ATTEND ECCC CLASS OF 1975 REUINIOME Wemtbers of the East Central Community 
College Class of 1975 were honoret! Guting Homecoming activities Saturday, Oct. 15, 
2005 on the Decatur campus. Seated for i Brenda Branning Carson of Decatur, Judy 
Hurtt of Chunky, Rita Goodman Jecksor.c® Hickery and Peagy Chamblee of Carthage. 
Back row, from left Tom Carson of Decatur Don Peester of Sandhill, Ron Davis and 
Bruce Cater, both of Decatur: and Paul Chamblee of Carhece. 
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ECCC CLASSES OF 1957-'58-'59 REUNITE: Members of the East Central patna Céllege classes of 1957, 1958 
and 1959 held thelr annual reunion during Homecoming activities Saturday, Oct. 15, 2005, on the Decatur campus, Pic- 
tured are (front row, from left) Jeanette Beavers-Thrash of Decatur, Keith Hudson and Linda Ward Hudson, both of 
Louisville; Sara MoGee Moreau of Sebastopol, Nancy Peterson Haggard of Clinton, Lois Blount Cooper of Decatur, Euge- 
nia Carlton Baucurn of Wiggins, and Carol Farish Vickers and Donna Rae Munday Johnson, both of Decatur; (second row, 
from left) Donny K_ Hopkins of Jackson, Wilmer James of Brandon, Marge Belk Davis of Jefferson City, Tenn., Corrine 
Cross Neal of Huntington Beach, Calif.; Carole Pace Henry of Madison, Aleathea Burdette of Lanett, Ala.; Lester Baucum 
of Wiggins and Don Hummel of Greenwood: and (back row, from left) Harvey Trapp of Newton, Jimmie Rea of Ridgeland, 
Clyde Mills of Panama City, Fla.; Keith Blalock of Northport, Ala.; Hank Moreau of Sebastopol, Mickey Burdette of Lanett, 
Ala.; Carl Hollingsworth of Decatur, Sam Partridge of Colorado Springs, Col.; Patsy Moody Vance and James Vance, both 
of Meridian; and Martha Gunter Smith of Fairhope; Ala: 


_— _ eS 
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ECCC Students Named to Who’s Who ~ These 
East Central Community College students from 
Newton County have been selected to Who’s Who 
Among Students in American Junior Colleges for 
the 2005-06 school year. Students are chosen for 
the prestigious honor based on their academic 
achievement, involvement in extracurricular activ- 
ities and nominations from faculty and staff. 
Honorees include (first row, from left) Lori 
McMullan of Decatur, Laura Foreman of Little. 
Rock. Marlo Hollingsworth of Newton and Kristin 
Bufkin of Decatur; (second row, from left) 
Lindsay Walker and Lauren White, both of 
Union: Misty Mayes of Newton and Kristen 








Thomas of | mecat and (back row, from left) 
Sarah Fede y, Kurt Nelson of 
Hickory anc eveland of Union. (£C Photo) 
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established at 


East Central Community College 


A scholarship in bonor of iong- 
time educator and game official 
James Vance of Meridian was recent- 
ly established at East Central 
Community Collese in Decatur. The 
scholarship was initiated by Vance’s 
sister, Margaret Vane Scandaci of 
Cairo, New York, a 1947 ECCC 








of ECCC and is a former president of 
the College’s Alumni Association. He 
currently serves as an out-of-district 
representative. 

The James M. Vance Scholarship 
will be presented annually to an 
incoming freshman, with preference 
given to an education major. 
Applicants must also show need for 
financial assistance and maintain a 


nulated approxi 2.0 grade point average. 
in the elf Of eaealioa oon be Sk | _ For more information contact the 
retired in 1995 as Assistant _ James Vance Vice President for Student Services, 





assistant principal ‘and coach at 
Northwest Junior High School in 
Meridian and earlier coached football 
and basketball teams and served on 
the faculty at Waynesboro Public 
Schools. 

Following his retirement, Vance 
continued to servé education as a 
member of the Meridian Public 
School Board for five-and-a-half 
years, serving terms as president and 
vice president, 

Vance spent 42 years as a high 
school football game official and 
served 32 years as an official for the 
Mississippi Community/Junior 
College Football Association. 

Among honors received for his 
expertise as an official is the Butch 
Lambert Award. which was presented 





- the game to football and basketball 


officials and coaches. and officiates 
on 4 part-time basis when needed. 
Vance is als a Jongtime supporter 


East Central Community College, 
P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327, 
Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 
1-877-462-3222, ext, 375. The email 
address is jkillens @eccc.edu. 
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Ecce Students Named to Who's Who 


ed to Who's Who Among Students in American Junior Colleges for the 2005-06 school 
year. Students are chosen for the prestigious honor based on their academic achievement, 
Teese en teen td. oe Hane tone Lerma 
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qualify for Co oke Scholarship 


East Central Communi- 
ty College students and 
recent graduates might 
for up to $30,000 in 





ql i 
scholarships from the 
oes Kent Cooke Founda- 
on 
Through the initiative m 

















APPEAREu in: 
LAKE MESSENGER , 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL | 4 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 


colleges, few private funds ‘or's degree credits Al 
are available to help stu- a 


required fees and books 
for the length of the 
undergraduate degree, 
generally two years. Each 
award can total up to 
$30,000 annually, though 
the amounts will vary 
based on such factors as 
the cost of the institution 
each recipient attends. 
The Foundation plans 
to award approximately 


_ 30 scholarships through 


this program in the 
spring of 2006 for use 
during the 2006-07 aca- 
demic year. It will renew 
each award in subse- 
quent years based upon 
student performance. 

_ Current students are 





ndidate: tes for the schol- 


a, 





‘able on the Foundation’s 


website, www,jackkent- 
cookefoundation.org, or 
by calling 1-800-498-6478. 
(The Jack Kent Cooke 
Foundation is a private, 
independent foundation 
established in 2000 by 
Cooke's estate to help 
young people of excep- 
tional promise to reach 
their full potential 
through education. Cooke 
was a businessman and 
philanthropist who 
owned such professional 
sports teams as the Los 
Angeles Lakers and the 
Washington Redskins as 
well as the Chrysler 
Building in New York 
City When he died in 
1997, he left most of his 
fortune to establish the 
Foundation. Besides the 
Undergraduate Transfer 
Program, the Founda- 
fon’ s programs for out: 


iachade fitl! scholarships 
for students attending- 
graduate and professional 
school as well as scholar- 
ships to help high- achiev- 
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ECCC Ac’cents to present Fall Concert Thursday 


| 

The 2005-06 East Central Community College Ac’cents, the College's show choir, 

_ will present their annual fall concert at 7 p.m., Thursday in Vickers Fine Arts Center 

Auditorium on the Decatur campus. Admission is free and the public is invited to 
attend. Members of the Ac’cents include (front row, from left) technician Luke Howell 

_ and vocalist Jessica Cochran, both of Decatur; vocalists Jessica Cager of Union, 
Hillary Rieger of Pearl, Savannah Barksdale of Philadelphia, JoAnna Daugherty of 

_ Carthage and Victoria Loper-of Decatur; and technician Jonathan Walker of Decatur; 

| and (back row, from left) vocalists Sam McDill of Decatur, Jordan Gibbs of Morton, 
Grant Comans of Sebastopol, Anse Rigby of Forest, Christopher Boose of Morton and 

| Anthony Engram of Conehatta. Vicki Blaylock serves as director. 


—£CCC PHOTO 
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Williams Selected ECCC WIN 
Job Center Coordinator 


Lucretia K. Williams of 
Lena was recently selected 
WIN Job Center Education 
and Training Coordinator at 
East Central Community 
College in Decatur, announced 
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin. 

In the new position, 
Williams is responsible for 
coordinating education and 
training services provided to 
individuals interested in 


attending col- 
lege and who 
utilize WIN Job 
Centers located 
in ECCC’s five- 
county district. 
Williams, who 
began her new 
duties on 
November i, 
2005, has worked 
as a human 
resource special- 





ist for most of her career, 
most recently at HiSan, Inc. in 
Carthage. 

A graduate of South Leake 
High School, Williams holds a 
bachelor's degree in business 
education from Mississippi 
State University. 

She is married to Micheal 
Williams and they have two 
children, Zachary and 





Williams Brandon Williams. 


CARTHAGINIAN 

NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 

MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 





ECCC BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES 


Members of East Central Community College's Board of 
Trustees include (first row, from left) Edsel Cliburn, Union; 
Rebecca Farris, Morton; Annie Stowers, Forest; William E. 

Kitchings, Carthage; Prentice Copeland (chairman), 
Philadelphia; Bill Thames, Newton; (second row, from left) 


Randal Livingston, Louisville; Dr. Danny Lanier, Little Rock; 
and Vernon Crotwell, Morton; (third row, from left) Frank 
McCurdy of Morton, Scott County Supt. of Education; V. C. 
Manning of Philadelphia, Neshoba County Supt. of 
Education; Royce Shaw (secretary), Forest; Dr. Jimmy 
Hollingsworth, Lake; Dr. Kimsey O’Neal Cooper, Carthage; 
and (back row, from left) W.B. Jones, Walnut Grove; Jerry 
Noxapater; Harry Kemp of Louisville, Supt. of Louisville 
Municipal School District; and Robert Blount, Union. Not 
pictured are Jack Winstead (vice chairman), Lawrence; 
Janie Wilbanks and Leake County Supt. of Education 
Melanie Hartley, both of Carthage; Eddie Willis, 
Philadelphia; Beverly Hart, Union; and Patsy Clark and 
Delane Hudson, both of Louisville. 
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ECCC EMT graduates 

These students are December 2005 graduates of the Emergency Medical Seetnciogy-Paramedic 
rogram East Central Community College in Decatur. Pictured are (front row, from left) instructor Katrina 
3ryant and graduates Tina Savell of Philadelphia, Don Larson of Marion, Ron Griffin of Meridian and 
Chuck Millsaps of DeKalb; and (back row, from left) Tim Rogers of Louisville, Jerry Lawson of Hickory, 
Kevin Fedrick of Philadelphia, Brad Palmer of Starkville, Merle Bryan of Philadelphia and Chad Murphy 


of Collinsville. (EC Photo) ae 
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ECCC STUDENTS JOB SHADOW 


East Central Community College sophomore automotive technology majors Calvin Patric (top photo, far right) and Justin Butle 
(bottom photo, center), both of Lake, recently received valuable work experience by job shadowing at two Forest dealerships. Ir 
the top photo, Petrick observes technician Sylvester Lewis (center) of Forest Ford/Chrysier as he checks a vehicle’s mass air flow 
system. Also pictured is Terry Bullock, general manager. Students interested in participating in Wor-Based Learning may contac 
Harris at ECCC in Decatur, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 305. 


APPEARED IN: 




















LAKE MESSENGER | | CARTHAGINIAN 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES | XK NESHOBA DEMOCRAT | 

UNION APPEAL NEWTON RECORD a 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | MERIDIAN STAR 

SPIRIT OF MORTON | | CLARION-LEDGER 

IMPACT | 


WEEK OF 





ti oad ne 





















































; a " L tit? te. 3 | 
os t oh ae RO ae cep ham in aire: a) 
- ) t i amp \'5 oe + ! t , *, im 4 ay ae 
“4 Peat yal sin cy ste Fe». uni es a haw wy a swe fi 
f | pred it =r lied bru 3 LN ey y= ‘byvbnde | parry icy 269 in oingy? weit d ns Lard 
_ ‘ , len, a? ; | - \ 
a + ania | abr tly a - poy TT Al Urpin ‘ i ne. J a7" ew 8 Oe hres 
ie | Langvitro atti oda eit 1% *) 1 acpag etree Wi fiat an Boe ian x tay i) aged Ok | 
J Ov en a. fas neta > 0 ey 


ys main few | Voie gai ; | 
“i hil aye 1 boty, 2 ie aeoa Ha AIVAT 8 158 w tigio 4 casa i 


he pink aa 
whip eather ey 





Jed As 


ECCC Surgical Technology Progiain graduates 


Above are graduates of the East Centfal Community College surgical technology program who received 
their pins during a ceremony held December 15 on the Decatur campus. Members of the 2005 Class are 
(first row, from left) Bridget Jordan, Noxapater; Amy Dolan and Megan McCorkle, both of Union; Crystal 
Lepard, Lena; and Andrea Chesney, Little Rock: (second row, from left) Kellie Jo McGee, Hickory; 
Monickala Ellis and Ginger Vance, both of Decatur; and Candy Chesney, Little Rock: (fourth row, from 
left) Sylvia Majure, Philadelphia; Cathy Bryant, Marion; and Christy Russell, Hillsboro; (fourth row, from 
left) Betty Belvin, Decatur; Pam Hobson, Noxapater; Nathan Cumberland, Newton; and Rachelle 
Graham, Little Rock; (fifth row, from left) Johnnie Campbell, Philadelphia; Meridith Carney, Quitman; and 
Ginger Richarcson. REND G 8 and Bam FM from left) Amee Brackin, Philadelphia; and Jana Smith, 
: ) named Outstar Student of the Year. Lee Ann Shirley and Kristie Pilgrim serve 
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A Remarkable Woman Retires! ~ Lorene Graham (second from left) of Conehatta retired from East 
Central Community College at the end of the fall semester after serving nine years as an Adult Basic 
Education/General Education Development instructor. Graham began teaching at East Central after 
completing the College’s GED program at age 75 and receiving her associate’s degree at age 79. A recep- 
tion was held in her honor on Thursday, December 15, where she was also presented with a resolution 
from the College’s Board of Trustees. Pictured are (from left) College president Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, 
Graham, her husband Dow Graham, Vice President for Instruction Dr. Lavinia Sparkman and Gene 
Davis, Dean of Adult and Continuing Education, (EC Photo) 
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ECCC resolution honors longtime board member 

A resolution in memory of'the late Jerry K. Moore of Carthage, a longtime member of the East Central 
Community College Board of Trustees, was presented by College officials to members of the Moore fam- 
ily at the trustees’ December meeting on the Decatur campus. ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (left) 
and Board Chairman Prentice Copeland of Philadelphia (second from left) are shown presenting the res- 
olution to Linda Moore, Mr. Moore's widow; pcp.c0) Jimmy Pickle and his wife, Stephanie; and daugh- 


ter-in-law Lita Moore and son Gregg) thage. | 
on the ECCC Board untit-his untimely death on October 5, 200 
chairman. (EC Photo) 
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age. Mr. Moore had logged 41 years of service 


. He also served six years as Board vice 
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FCCC College Board Of Trustees Reelected to Serve 


members of the East Central Community College Board of Trustees have 
kas falas tnd $0Re rita llegar Wd le he Detter 2006 
meeting on the Decatur campus. Prentice Copeland (center) of Philadelphia has been 
selected fo serve a sixth’ two-year term as chairman, Jack Winstead (left) of Lawrence 
S beginning his fourth term as vice chairman, and Royce Shaw of Forest was chosen 











Serve a second term as secretary. Saal —ECCC PHOTO 
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ECCC PBL comibers assist I In Ka trina staan up 

The above members of East Central Community College’s Phi Beta Lambda chapter spent Dec. 2-3 
Long Beach, helpme Mssssepi Gulf Coast Community College employee Lynn Ladner and her fami 
with clean-up e"orts ater Hurmcane Katrina. Ladner’s home had severe damage to the downstairs are 
and Was one of e ‘ew Somes left standing on her street. Members helped remove sheetrock from tr 
walls in addition % Neinne clean up debris inside and outside the home. Pictured are (kneeling in fron 
Ernest Spivey of Forest: (front row, from left) co-advisor Christy Ferguson, Amelia John of Philadelphi 
Lori McMullan of Decatur Lauren Ladner (Ladner’s daughter), Lynn Ladner, Ron Foley of Newton, Ki 
Plaisance of Union and oo-adviser Brenda Johnson; and (back row, from left) Delynn Agee | 
Philadelphia. Jamaica Hemandez of Choctaw, Michael Pettey and Crystal Watkins, both of Philadelphi 
Lucas Ladner ‘Ladmer's som), DeLesa Nowell of Phiiadelphia and Michael Glenn of Union. (EC Photo) 
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STUDENTS HELP REPAIR HOUSE FOR VICTIMS 


These Phi Beta Lambda students at East Central Community in Decatur volunteered thelr services to the American Red Cross in 


I ROR OREN Hones, She Wernnd Memnias, Poors Stella accompanied the students for the day-4ong 
Spivey of Forest and Ron Foley of Newton; and (back row, from left) Delynn Agee of Rebecca Brand of Chunky, Jamaica 
Hemandez of Choctaw, Jeffery Davis of Louisville, Michael Glenn and Kim Piasisance, both Fear Rotcooe Rass of (Stanly and 
Delesa Nowell of Philadelphia. 
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ECCC Collects Christmas Gifts for Hurricane Victims ~ East Central Community College’s Theta Xi 

_ Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, recently led efforts 
to collect Christmas gifts for children of Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College employees who lost 
their homes due to Hurricane Katrina. College administrators, staff, faculty and students “adopted” 
approximately 120 youngsters who submitted their “wish lists” to Santa Claus. Area churches and 
schools also participated in the project. Shown with just some of the toys and gifts collected for the Gulf 
Coast youngsters are (from left) Phi Theta Kappa members Kevin Gregory and Jaimee Jones, both of 
Louisville; Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, vice president for instruction; Sylvia Wright, PTK co-adviser; PTK 
member Courtney Averett of Conehatta; ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin; PT member Joy 
Cavenaugh of Chunky; and PTK co-adviser Debbie Hammons. The gifts were delivered to the Gautier 
and Jefferson Davis campuses of MGCCC by the ECCC truck driving program. (EC Photo) 
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Cheerleaders receive awards 
These East Central Community College cheerleaders received various awards during the Fall Sports 
Awards Banquet held recently on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (seated, from left) Megan Jones of 
Enterprise and Loren Kennedy of Union, Warrior awards; and Kristin Bufkin of Newton County, aca- 
demic and captain awards; and (standing, from left) Kyle Jones of Nanih Waiya, captain award; and 
Zach Kilpatrick of Neshoba Central and Chris Boose of Newton County; most improved. Coco Boone 
serves as cheer coach and presented the awards. 
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MAKES DONATION T 0 y ECCC MEMORABILIA ROOM: 7 book of memories depicting 
campus life from 1944 and 1945 at East Central Community College in Decatur is the most 
recent addition to the new Memorabilia Room located in Burton Library. Velma Lou Lewis 
White (left) of Union, a 1945 ECJC graduate and native of the Dixon community in Nesho- 
ba County, is shown making the presentation to Gloria Johnson (center), head librarian, 
and Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director of Foundation and Alumni Relations, Johnson 
said the memory book “holds a wealth of information about ECJC and is a much-needed 
addition to the college archives because no annuals were printed for 1943, 1944 and 1945 
due to World War Il. The book is also the first memory book received by Burton Library that 
ges, a abe into te at Zen in the Asad cas . = make a contribution to the Memorabilia 
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Brian McNair, Ryan Gale, 
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norable Mention All-Staters 
o the i n rable mention all-state 


», Cameron Tawater, 
George Maddox, Jimmy Coleman, 
salt watchs Arrington. (EC Photo) 
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all team from East Central 
ty C lege are (seated from left) Derrell Ashford, Jay McMillin, 
‘Hie Hickmon, Derrick ya 
land, Darryl Mapp, Clinton Thomas, and — 
Michael Johnson, Standing are Chris Smith, 
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Mantrell and Derrell Ashford - fat one to wad and see how 
played pee-wee football together, md things work out. We'll probably _ touchdowns 
they played junior high football 10, wait until Signing Day.” 
together and they played high rt- One factor working in Jackson 
school football together. State's favor is the fact the Ash- 
And, yes, the twin fords would like to stay close to 
brothers from ‘of "guys are ~ home. “That’s what we'd rather Delt 
ia good players,” ‘Eat Central CC do,” Derrell said. In addition, JSU_ . wer and is. 
to.play college footballtogether. | coach Terry Underwood said. assistant coach Zack Grady, a_ platinga vi io University... 
“I can’t play without him,” “Wherever they go, that school will Louisville alum, isa family friend. "They rex(Obio OU) ped of an 
Mantrell said Thursday. be getting two goodones.” “His sister and my sister are unknown quantity ri 
“No doubt, we would like to Mantrell, a second-team All- good friends,” Derrell said. rae caso Shannon pate 
stick together,” Derrell said. State selection, played in the Mis — Taylorsville quarterback Kris ean hc dcop just getting film on 
The only question that remains sissippi Junior College AllStar Thigpen is also among those him,1 it’s pretty wide open. 
is where. The Ashfords have game. He runs the 40-yard dashin scheduled to visit JSU this week- “Kris isa good quarterback, and 
attracted interest from several the 4.6 range. He has attracted end. Thigpen originally verbally hed 
in Jackson State, interest from New Mexico State, committed to Vanderbilt last | at or 
where the fis are scheduled to North Dakota State, Central August, only to get a call from 
take an official visit this weekend. Arkansas, North Alabama and Ten- Commodores coach Bobby John- pues the. en anna 
“Jackson State is really high on nessee-Chattanooga among others. son the next day rescinding the bein the SEC right now.” 
APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL NEWTON RECORD _ 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 


[MPACT - = 











CLARION-LEDGER | __ 








East Central Community 
College football standout Kelvin 
Horne is the most recent mem- 


continuing his J 
athletic career at 
a four-year col- | 
lege or universi- 


| ty. 
Horne, a 6-| 
foot-2, 235- | 





recently enrolled. ——>~>—— 
at the University — Kelvin 
of Central Ark-_ Horne 
announced ECCC head football 
coach Terry Underwood. 

Horne played linebacker for 
EC ‘during his freshman year 
hatin Se to. fullback for his 
sophomore campaign. He was 
the third-leading tackler in the 
state in 2003 with 68 solo stops 
| and 15 assists. 

Last season he had 43 carries 
for 412 yards and two touch- 
downs. He was named to the 
honorable mention _ All-State 
| team following the 2004 season. 

The University of Central 
ge is located in Conway, 


Underwood said additional 
Warrior football players’ are 
expected to sign letters of intent 

n Natio igni | 


Pebhube? tae So 6 x mi 4 
mage: oi \ a vend 
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Underwood happy 
with ECCC’s class 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR — East Central 
Community College head foot- 
ball coach Terry Underwood 
announced the signing of 33 
incoming freshmen for the 
2005 football team Wednesday 
morning. on..the school’s 
campus. 

Of the 33 newcomers, 19 are 
from ECCC’s five-county dis- 
trict. 

“Tm very 
happy,” 
Underwood 
said. “We got 
what we feel 
like is the 
best of our 
district, and 
you've always got to start there. 
Out of district, we’ve probably 
done better than we have in 
recent years. | 

“We got a good variety of 
kids from a lot of different good 
programs across the state, and 
I think we've done well in our 
Tuscaloosa County signees. 

“The bottom line is we think 
this group Is going to be a very 
solid group.” 

Good enough to hang with 
the likes of Pearl River, Hinds, 
and Jones? 

“We hope so,” Underwood 
said, 
Underwood signed four 
players from Philadelphia — 
defensive back/wide receiver 
Jeremy Holmes (6-0, 180), full- 
back Dustin Crockett (6-0, 220), 
offensive lineman Kerry 
Hudson (5-11, 270) and offen- 
sive lineman Jol | Pickens 

Newton County quarter- 
back/safety Colby Amis (5-10, 
175) inked with the Warriors. 

Also bound for Decatur are 
Neshoba Central defensive 
lineman Kenyon Boatman (6-2, 
245) and fullback/linebacker 
Kevin Marshall (5-10, 200). 

Three of the newcomers are 
from Noxapater — tight 
end/defensive end Dedrick 





Bates (6-2) 240). “running = == 


back/linebacker Desmond 
Graham (5-10, 200), and quar. 
on DeAngelo Carter (6-0 
190). 





bo 


Four signees come from 






We got a good variety \ auisyile — defensive back 
of kids from a lot \ eee fee STD), Hae: 

of different good (69, 175} ¥alery Caleb Reed (6 
programs across the a ool a pela oe 
state, and I think we've Other district signees 


include running back/line- 
backer Anthony Johnson (6-2, 
220) of Union, safety Chance 


done well in our 
Tuscaloosa County 


signees, Parhm (6-0, 190) of South 

Leake, linebacker Mitch Brad- 

East Central CC head coach ford (6-0, 185) of Scott Central, 

Terry Underwood defensive lineman/fullback 

__ Jerry Triplett (5-11, 260) of 
linebacker Alfred Pettway (61, Carthage, and 
220) of Wilcox Central. linebacker/defensive end Jason 


| | Qualls (6-2, 190) of Forest. 
Eight more ECCC Out-of-district signees are 
roducts sign letters Sc*seswe ene Acithopann (62 
P én 220) of Clinton 


Eight members of the 2004 back/wide receiver 
East Central Community Co!l- Chathman (5-10, 180) of Hill- 
lege football ae ro with ‘pos Christian School in 
our-year schools Of Jackson, defensive back Gary 
Wednesday, bringing the total Lindsey (5-10, 175) of Laurel, 
to 15 off last year’s team to com defensive end/tight end Kenny 
tinue theircareers. Fuller (6-3, 230) of Madison- 

Being able to get his players Ridgeland Academy, wide 
to the next level is something receiver Curtis Smith (5-11, 
ECCC head coach Terry 185) of Mendenhall, safety 
Underwood siresses in his Kruz Long (62, 195) of Jackson 
recruiting each year. = Provine, offensive lineman 

“That's 15 right now, and | Ross Tew (6-4, 280) of Stringer, 
look for three or four more to defensive lineman Carlos Mof- 
sign out of our group of 21 fett (6-2, 260) of Taylorsville 
(sophomores),” Underwood and wide receiver Randall 
said. “We're proud ofthat. — Lofton (6-2, 180) of Wayne 

“(Linebacker) Sed Eichel- County. | 
berger hasn't signed yet, and1 = Tuscaloosa County signees 
know he'll sign. He's going to are wide receiver Alan Stewart 
take a trip to Murray State and (6.3, 185) of Holt, Ala., defen- 
Southwest Missouri. He just sive lineman Jesse Badgewell 
hasn't visited everybody that (6-2, 280) of Paul W. Bryant 
he wanted to. High School in Tuscaloosa, 

“Then we've got 4 couple running back/wide receiver 
more like (strong safety) David McCants (5-10, 180) of 
Cedric Gray and (offensive Tuscaloosa County High 
tackle) James Ozment that will School and effensive lineman 


















| 
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hing 
' Ken 


~ “We keep a list of the players 

here who sign (with four-year 
schools) on a computer, and 
when we go. out recruiting, we 
show that to all the kids. A wide 
variety of kids go to a wide 
variety of places and levels. 

“We tell them that we can’t 
promise any certain level, but 
we want them to know that 
they'll be promoted from here 
and have an opportunity to con- 
tinue their education and play. I 
think that’s a big selling point.” 

Eichélberger had planned 
on signing with UAB before 
Blazers coach Watson Brown 
withdrew the scholarship offer 
late in the recruiting stage. 

Both Mantrell Ashford, a 6- 
foot-2, 235-pound defensive 
end/linebacker, and strong 
safety Derrell Ashford (5-10, 
195) of Louisville inked with 
the University of North 
Alabama. 

Mantrell was a second-team 
all-state pick and played in the 
MACIC All-Star Game. He had 
43 solo tackles and 17 assists to 
go with a team-high five sacks. 

pegs had 38 tackles and 
10) assists along with an inter- 
ception. He was honorable 
mention all-state. 

Wide receiver Derrick 
Harris (6-2, 185) of Union 
signed with Jacksonville (Ala.) 
State University. Harris had 679 
receiving yards and scored five 
touchdowns. He was a first- 
team all-state selection and 
played in the all-star game. 

Offensive lineman Derrick 
Cleveland (6-2, 280) of Newton 
County inked with Belhaven 
College. He was honorable 
mention all-state. 

Defensive lineman Michael 
Johnson (5-9, 255) of Newton 
County, tight end Cameron 
Tawater (6-2, 230) of Philadel- 
phia and tight end/defensive 
end Willie Hickmon (6-5, 215) 
of Lake all signed with Missis- 


sippi College. 

Johnson, ‘Tawater, and 
Hickmon were all honorable 
mention all-staters, 


Free safety Robert McNair 
(6-3, 190) of Florence also 


~ pan Brad Snyder (6-2, 270) of signed with the University of 
Tuscaloosa County High, North Alabama. He had 36 
The lone signee counting tackles and 15 assists along _ 
against the out-of-state total is With one interception. 
SURNAL = 
CLARION-LEDGER | | 
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LOCAL & PREP Tuesday, February 08, 2005 


JUCO NOTEBOOK: East Mississippi focuses on local recruits 


ied, 


Roger Carr's first recruiting class at East Mississippi Community 
College focused heavily on Lauderdale County. 


Twelve of EMCC's signees hail from Lauderdale County, and another 
-- Chris Gordon of Southeast Lauderdale -- is expected to join the 
Lions’ recruiting class today. 


On signing day a year ago, just three of East Mississippi's signees 
came from Lauderdale County. 


-- Will Bardwell 
ECCC's Eichelberger inks 


with Murray St. 





East Central linebacker Sed Eichelberger became the 16th 
sophomore out of the 21 on the 2004 roster to sign with a four-year 
school as he inked with Murray State on Thursday. 


Eichelberger was a third-team J.C. Grid Wire All-American. 


3? 
- 
“A. 


-- Marty Stamper ‘Te, 


MCC tennis teams 
finalizes scheduled 


Meridian Community College tennis coach Wanda McPhail released 
the Eagles’ and Lady Eagles’ spring schedule last week. 


The only change from MCC's tentative scheduled, which was 
released two weeks ago, was the men’s and women's matches 
against Belhaven. The matches at the Northeast Tennis Center will 
be played on April 5, originally the matches were to be held on April 
6. 


http://www.meridianstar.com/articles/2005/02/07/local_sports/local_and_prep/b4-juconb.txt 2/8/2005 
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Moroscopes 


Lotteries MCC's tennis teams open the season on Saturday with two matches 
Off the Clock in Jackson. The Eagles and Lady Eagles start play on their home 
Outdoors court on Feb. 19, with matches against Central Alabama and Gulf 
Religion Coast Community College. 

Star Shots 

ADVERTISE McPhail said she is still working on her lineup for the fall season. 
Place an Ad 


"Everybody is working hard," McPhail said. "For the men and 
women, anybody could play 1-6 right now," 


McPhail has set her women's doubles rotation for the upcoming 
season. 


Britley Kimbriel and Amy Cole will be the Eagles' No. 1 duo; Ana 
Claire Marascalco and Amy Frazier will be the No. 2 tandem; and 
Casey Hedgepeth and Summer Boudreaux will be the No. 3. 


"They played together in the fall as teams, and we are going to keep 
them paired up at the start of the season," McPhail said. 


-- Tony Krausz 

ECCC coach to receive pie 

in the face for cancer 

Either East Central Community College head football coach Terry 
Underwood or head baseball coach Jake Yarborough will soon have 
pie thrown in his face and a spouse will be the guilty party. 

During halftime of the Lady Warriors' home basketball game against 
Meridian Community College on Feb. 21, the two coaches will 
participate in a ECCC's Relay for Life team's cancer fund raiser. 
Event organizer Stacey Hollingworth said a collection for each coach 
will be taken during the first half of the game, and the coach who 
raises the most money will have a pie thrown in his face by his wife. 


All proceeds from the fundraiser will go to the American Cancer 
Society. 


-- school reports 

On the soccer recruiting trail 

Meridian Community College head soccer coach Alex George is 
nearly finished putting his men's and women's teams together for 


next season. 


George said he has almost filled out all 25 scholarships for the 
men's team, and he has five spots open on his women's club. 


“For the guys, we have some nice aces coming in,’ George said. "I 
feel pretty confident about the group we have coming in, and I think 


http://www.meridianstar.com/articles/2005/02/07/local_sports/local_and_prep/b4-juconb.txt 2/8/2005 
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we will be strong on all four corners. 


“With the women's team, I feel we are moving in the right 
direction,” George added. "I've recruited hard, talking with between 
50-60 recruits from around the state. There seems to be more 
seniors this year than in the past." 


George said he expects to have his rosters set for the 2005 season 
at the end of the month. 


-- Tony Krausz 
MCC on the diamond 


The Meridian Community College baseball team is just six days 
away from starting the 2005 season. 


The Eagles, who advanced to the Junior College World Series for a 
second straight year in 2004, will start play this year on Saturday 
with a double-header on the road against Pensacola (Fla. ) 
Community Coliege. 


“We are at the point in the season where we are really ready to 
play, said first-year Eagles head coach Chad Caillet. "Time will tell 
if we are ready to play.” 


MCC opens its home schedule on Feb. 15 with a double-header 
against Kishwaukee. 


-- Tony Krausz 
Soccer Eagles give back 


Meridian Community College's soccer program held a camp for 
young players on Jan. 24-26. 


Eagles and Lady Eagles head coach Alex George said the three-day 
camp drew about 60 players to MCC's campus. The cost of the camp 
was $60 per player. 


"We had good weather, and a lot of kids who will be starting their 
youth leagues soon," said George, who had 20 players from the 
MCC men's and women's squads help him run the camp. 

"It was a good way for my players and myself to give back to the 
community. A lot of the kids at the camps also come to our games, 
and it was a way for us to get to know them." 


-- Tony Krausz 


On-Line 





http://www.meridianstar.com/articles/2005/02/07/local_sports/local and prep/b4-juconb.txt 2/8/2005 
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WEEK OF 


ECCC Football 


Players Continuing | —_ 


These East Central Community College football eT ee i 

players are continuing their careers at four-year 
colleges and universities after signing the dotted 
line on National! Signing Day February 2 during a 
ceremony in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Edu- 
cation Building on the Decatur campus. Seated 
from left are defensive lineman/linebacker 
Mantrell Ashford and his brother, strong safety 
Derrell Ashford, both of Louisville, who signed 
with the University of North Alabama; wide re- 
ceiver Derrick Harris of Union, Jacksonville State 
University; free safety Robert McNair of Florence, 
University of North Alabama; and (standing from 
left) offensive lineman Derrick Cleveland of New- 
ton County, Belhaven College; tight end Cameron 
Tawater of Philadelphia, Mississippi College; de- 
fensive lineman Michael Johnson of Newton 
County, Mississippi College; and tight end/defen- 
sive end Willie Hickmon of Lake, Mississippi Col- 
lege. Not pictured are strong safety Cedric Gray 
of Lake, who also signed with Mississippi Col- 
lege, and Sed Eichelberger of Noxapater, a Murray 
State (Kentucky) University signee. (EC Photo) 
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EC hires new 


_ Special to The Record 
Mike Volarvich. recognized as 
one of the top offensive minds in 
the National Junior College Ath- 
; letic Association, has been hired 


to run the offense at East Central | : 


Community College in Decatur. 
announced Warrior athletic 
an eo (irector/head 
football 
Terry Underwood. 

Volarvich, 28, 


} approved at the 
April meeting of 
the College's 
Board of 
Trustees, served 
the past three 
years as an assistant coach at 
Blinn College in Brenham, 
Texas. 

He served as offensive coordi- 





-Volarvich 


nator in 2003 when the Bucca- — 


neers broke 15 school, confer- 
ence, and national records while 
leading the NJCAA in offense 
wens 92:8 points and 558.7 
yards per game. 


See COACH, Page 28 


Coach 


From Page 1B 





Volarvich was co-offen- 
sive coordinator in 2004 
when the Buccaneers fin- 
ished second in the nation, 
averaging 44.6 points and 
469 yards per contest. Blinn 
eompleted the 2004 cam- 
paign by defeating Jones 
County Junior College 18- 
14 in the Golden Isles Bow! 
Classic in Brunswick, Ga. 





coach | 


whose hiring was | 








ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
East Central Community College quarterback Robbie Morse will be 


back for the 2005 season after | injuring his knee in 2004. 


Volarvich also coached 
quarterbacks and wide 
receivers during his tenure 
with the Buccaneers. 

Underwood said Volar- 
vich, who recently joined 
the Warrior coaching staff 
and is assisting during 
spring drills, plans to imple- 
ment a “wide-open attack” 
for the ECCC offense. 


“Mike will bring a lot of 


multiplicity to our offense. 
We'll have a more open 
attack than we've had in 
the past; it will basically 


be a spread offense. He's 
planning a unique passing 
attack that will enable us 
to attack defenses with a 
lot of different schemes. 
We'll also run a no-huddle 
offense, which will be a 
new look for us. We’re real 
excited about Mike joining 


our staff; he brings a lot of 


knowledge and enthusi- 
asm to our football pro- 
gram,” Underwood said. 
In addition to serving as 
offensive coordinator, 
Volarvich will coach quar- 


ECCC, EMCC PLAN 
SCRIMMAGE THURSDAY 


Spec lal ta The Recore 

East Central Community College 

will conclude spring contact drills 
by scrimmaging longtime rival East 
Mississippi Community College at 
3:30 p.m. Thursday, April 14-at 
Warrior Stadium on the Decatur 
campus. The public is invited to 
attend the scrimmage and there is 
no charge for admission. 

Warrior head football coach 
Terry Underwood said 41 players 
participated in spring drills, which 
began the week of March 21: 

Underwood said he was "very 
pleased” that the squad. completed 
the three major goals set for spring 
workouts. 

“We did what we wanted to 
accomplish, We successfully 
placed personnel where they 
needed to be. we worked a lot on 
fundamentals, and we were able to 


install our base defensive and 
offensive ae kx However, we = 
GAME, Page 28 5 
AN 
terbacks and wide - 


receivers and serve as the 
team’s academic adviser. 

Volarvich is a also a for- 
mer assistant at Pearl 
River Community College 
in Poplarville and served 
as offensive coordinator 
and quarterbacks coach at 
Cabrillo College in Aptos, 
Calif. He served as wide 
receiver coach at PRC in 
2001 when the Wildcats led 
the nation in offense with 
a 460.5-yard average per 
contest. 





ECCC 
completes 
spring 
scrimmage 


_ By STEVE SWOGETINSKY _ 
Staff Reporter 


East Central football coach Terry 
Underwood got a chance to see his 
2005 team in limited action this past 
Thursday, and he was pleased with 
what he saw. 

The Warriors scrimmaged with the 
East Mississippi Community College 
Lions for a couple of hours. They 
worked on passing, blocking and run- 
ning the football. Then the teams went 
through three 10-play series of a lim- 
ited scrimmage. 

"I feel good about where we are at 
this point,” Underwood said. "I was 
very happy with our defense. We have 
six starters returning next season, and 
this is from a group that finished No. 
3 in the league last year." 

For the most part, East Central held 
the Lions offense in check. East 
Mississippi did not score a touchdown 
in the scrimmage. 

The Warriors, however, scored 
every time they touched the ball. 
Quarterback Elijah McFadden con- 
nected with Chns Lark on two long 
touchdown passes, 

Robbie Morris, who started for the 
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Photo by Kyle Ge 
East Central Community College’s Cornelius Carraway attempts to avoid two East Mississig 
Community College defenders during a scrimmage at ECCC on Thursday. 


him getting hurt,” said Underwos 
"He should be ready to go in Augus 


did not participate in the scrimmage. 
“Robbie has been released to play 
but we didn’t want to take a chance of 


Warriors last year until he injured his 
knee, participated in passing drills and 
completed nine of 10 passes, Morris 
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By Robbie Robertson 


The Newton Record 
Don’t sdk now but 
things are changing for 
the East Central football 
team. 

After two straight los- 
ing season, coach Terry 
Underwood capped off 
one.of his best springs 
ever with a scrimmage 
against East Mississippi 
Community College 

_ Thursday. 
~. Fans got a glimpse at 
| ‘the ‘Warriors new up- 

tempo offense and saw a 
_pair of 70-yard touch- 
down passes in the serim- 
mage. 

"I was happy with it, ] 

thought we got a lot of 
good out of it,” Under- 
wood said. “I thought it 
Was a positive way to fin- 
ish the spring. We made 
some great improve- 
ments and | like what we 
are doing on the field. | 
also think that most peo- 
ple who saw what we 
were doing like what 
they saw.” 

The fans got a glimpse 
of new offensive coordi- 
nator Mike Volaravich’s 
no-huddle system. 

“It will be fast-paced,” 
Underwood said. “We 
opened two drives with 
screen plays and that’s 
not something you see [Raga 





here often. We don't have |RSS pa gma sissy ees Waipu eee ered sera geet Seelam 


+ Ca iactaaw : * nN eee re gee 
this system down but | 


liked the progress we've ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 


East Central Community College defender George Lowe lays a lick on an East Mis- 
See ECCC, Page 28 sissippi Community College running back in a spring-ending scrimmage Thursday. 
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From Page 1B 


made. With only three 


weeks of spring, it’s hard 
to put everything in on 
offense, But I was very 
excited and a little sur- 
prised at how well the kids 
did with the system. ihey 
enjoy playing and practic- 
ing in an offense like this.” 

Not to be left out, Under- 
wood praised his defense 
for their hard-hitting 
approach to the spring. 

“As in year’s past, I think 


our defense is our strong m 


point,” Underwood said. 
“Our coaches did a good 
job of implementing the 
defense and we had kids 
flying to the football, We 
didn’t give up any big 
plays” 

Now Underwood and his 
staff turn their attention 
to the summer where they 
will be introducing a new 
system. Instead of waiting 
for the fall reporting date, 
Underwood said that the 
majority of the signees 
will be enrolled in sum- 
mer school and working 
out at the school in June. 

“We have talked about 
doing this for some time 
but we committed to doing 
it this summer,” Under- 
ate said. “This is the 
first signee group that we 
will have with us during 
the summer. Other sctiogis 
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PHOTOS BY ROBBIE ROBERT- 
SON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
At top, East Central’s Mar- 
vin Prude brings down an 
EMCC receiver. Above, 
EC's Joe Mingo breaks 
loose for a score. To the 


his facemask pulled by an 
EMCC defender. 


are doing it and starting 

ahead. It’s time for us to 

start doing the same.” 
Underwood said they 


will be doing strength and 


conditioning drills along 
with working on the 
offense. He said coaches 
can be on the field with 
players but without a ball. 
Or the players can be on 
the field with a ball and 
the coaches in the stands 
with no verbal communi- 
cation. | 
“I'm real excited about 


what. we are doing” 
Underwood said. “There 
are a lot of changes going 
on right now. I'm excited, 
our players are excited 
and owr coaches are excit- 
ed. And I think a lot of our 
Supporters are excited.” 
Underwood said players 








will start peu on 
Aug. 8 with out-of-state 


players and Aug. 9 for in- 


state players with the first 
day of fall practice on Aug 
10. The Warriors open the 
season at home on Sept. 1 
with Northwest Comm- 
nity College. 


ith 


Baal |. = 





ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 


East Central Community College football coach Terry Underwood talks to his football players following an end-of- 
spring scrimmage with East Mississippi Community College. Underwood said he was pleased with the tearn’s new 
offense and the team’s play on defense. See story, Page 1B. 
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ECCC won ‘tbe ‘road Warriors’ in ‘05 


This is the second in a series of looks 
at the area football teams for the 2005 
season. 

For the first time since 2002, the East 
Central Community College Warriors 
will have their football by 
schedule as much in their | 
favor as it’s going to get. ak: 

For both . ie Lae two Stamper 
seasons, the Warriors have played five 
road games and only four home games 
in the MACJC’s unique nine-game sea- 


“For the first time in three years, 
we've got five home games,” ECCC 
head coach Terry Underwood said. “I'm 
tickled to have that. It’s always tough on 
the road whatever level you're at, so 
we re excited to have five home 
games.” 

The Warriors hope to put that to their 
advantage early as three of their first 
four games are slated for Warrior 
Stadium. 

“Our first two gamies are at home and 
three of the first four,” Underwood said. 
“They're all against quality opponents 
and you just feel better playing them at 
home. 

“Last year, we opened up with a 
three-hour ride to Northwest and then 


| of home games. 


opi | trip to South- 





tha ieinted aT ond pares hours ti to 


[tawamba. 

“Our road trips this year aren't bad. 
The longest trip will be down to 
Southwest. We have East Mississippi 
and Jones, which aren't over an hour 
and a half, and Copiah-Lincoln, which 
is about two hours and 15 minutes. 

“Every game is important, but we've 
got a lot of big games at home. We've 
got the defending national champion in 
Pearl River, we've got Gulf Coast, who 
I think will be as good as anybody in the 
league; we've got Hinds, and two of the 
best out of the North Division in 
Northwest and Itawamba. 

“The schedule is better for us than it 
has been in several years.” 


The Warriors open up with 


| Mississippi on 
| Sept. 15, 


Northwest on 
Sept. 1 and 
Itawamba on 


Sept. 8 in a pair 
After a road 


Wess (om nent. «6 


ECCC returns | 
home to take on 
Pearl River on 
Sept. 22. 

ECCC clos- 
es out September at East Mississippi on 
the 29th and opens October on the 8th at 
Copiah-Lincoln. 

Home games with Gulf Coast (Oct. 
15) and Hinds (Oct. 20) precede the reg- 
ular-season finale at Jones on Oct. 27. 

“Tm hoping that Pearl River and 
Hinds aren't as good (as last year), but 
you know they'll be very good,” 
Underwood said. “! think Gulf Coast is 
the sleeper of the whole South Division. 
It would not surprise me to see them 
have a banner year. They came on 
strong last year. 

“Co-Lin and Southwest are going to 
be a lot better and Jones is Jones. 





They’ re going to win and be success{ul, 

“] think we're going to be much 
improved. I feel good about this foothal! 
team. I think the South (Division) is 
going to be very tough again, but I think 
it's going to be closer than it has been in 
recent years 

In an effort to keep up with the othe: 
league mentbers, the Warriors have 
spent much of June on campus prepar 
ing for the 2005 season. 

“It’s something that we've been wan 
ing to do,” Underwood said. “Our coach 
ing staff has made a commitment to be 
here in the month of June and our kids 
have too. With the kids that are staying 
on campus and going to school! and the 
kids that are commuting, we're averap 
ing right at 50 kids every day working 
out Monday-Thursday. We can't do any 
thing but get better out of that,” 

Fans attending ECCC’s home games 
will notice a much-improved lighting 
system this fall. 

“We're going to have new lights anc 
they're going to be a Jittle bit higher and 
a little bit stronger,” Underwood said 

“We're excited about that. It's some- 
thing that’s been needed.” 

Players will report on Aug. 9 with the 
first practice set for Aug. 10. 
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From Page C1 


will take on Itawamba Com- 
munity College j in Columbus 


likely opponents his team 
would play in Meridian. 
EMCC will host Hinds in 
the first game of the 2006 reg- 
ular-season and would have 


“We have a goed group of 
kids from Meridian High 
School playing for us.and' £ 
ane like in the next two 

ears before this class goes 


High School’s f 2 
tropa a aye paces as contrel of when and where irotiet for this group to play 
Carr said a game at Ray tbat ame is played. The _ in Meridian again.” Carr said. 
Stadium will be revisited next Laotis trayel_ to, play ECE C “Tl would like to give the folks 
year: The Tiong coach Said next season, and the War- in Meridian a chance to see 
FECO of Hinds Community riors would decide when and them in Scooba and their own 
College would be the most ““er®that game is played. backyard.” 
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play in Ray Stadium 


playing at Ray Stadium on Oct. 1 — a Sat- 
urday — was looked at, but that date is the 
same as Mississippi State’s home game 
against LSU. 

“The East Mississippi and East Central 
rivalry is important, and it would have been 
an honor for the game to be played at 
Meridian High School,” said Meridian High 
athletic director Jermaine Brown. “We were 
unable to confirm the date and time. We 
looked at several scenarios, but it just 
wouldn't fit.” | * 

The game site for EMCC and ECCC has 
return to the Scooba campus of EMCC, and it 
will kick off at 6:30 p.m. ; 


“Part of it is that there are only so many 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays to play 
high school, junior college and collegiate 
games, and there are many factors that can 
affect how vou draw a crowd,” said Roger 
Carr, EMCC’s head football coach and athletic 
director, “Sometimes you can work these 
things out, but other time it is hard to move 
things around. We were not able to work it out 
this year.” 

EMCC will play one of its football games 
on a high school campus this year in one of 
the program's recruiting areas. The Lions 

See Football 
Page C3 
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ECCC’s ‘Iron Warriors’ 

Receiving special recognition for successfully completing strength and conditioning goals during spring workouts are the above members c 
the East Central Community College football team. “Iron Warriors” for 2005 and their respective high schools include (first row, from left 
cornerbacks John Thornton and Nick Robinson, both of Morton; offensive guard Josh Moore, Neshoba Central; defensive end Courtne’ 
Coleman, Louisville; and cornerback Marcus Arrington, Heidelberg; (second row, from left) defensive back George Lowe, Columbus; line 
backer Paul Tolbert, Clinch County (Ga.); offensive lineman Justin Hamilton, Edinburg; linebacker Derrick Qualls, Forest; kicker Ryan Gale 
Oak Mountain (Ala.); free safety Anthony Stanford, Louisville; offensive guard Montero Baker, Columbus; defensive end Greg Hathorn 
Louisville; wide receiver Ricardo Smith, Carthage; tailback Terrance McFadden, American Heritage (Fla.); linebacker Demetrious Bishop 
Batesville; and center Nathan Weaver, Columbus; and (third row, from left) cornerback Joe Mingo, Clinch County (Ga.), wide receivers Chri: 
Lark of Pickens County (Ala.) and Alex West.of Southeast Lauderdale; tailback JiMichael Gordon, Hillcrest (Aia.); center Javares Dobbins 
Tuscaloosa County (Ala.); offensive lineman Ryan Jones, Bay Springs; linebacker lvon Hickman, Lake; defensive back/wide receiver Jariu: 
Neal, Pickens County (Ala.); nose guard George Maddox, Tuscaloosa County (Ala.); wide receivers Patrick Woodward of Winston Academ’ 


and Cornelius Caraway of Newton; linebacker Marvin Prude, Carrollton (Ala.); defensive tackle Greg Cooley, Heidelberg; and cornerbac! 
Rayshawn Smith, Paul W. Bryant High School (Ala). (EC Photo) 
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ECCC to 
play more 
at home 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 


DECATUR — After back-to-back 
years of having only four home 
games, the East Central Commu- 
nity College Warriors will get five 
games at Warrior 
Stadium this fall. 

And ECCC 
_ head coach Terry | # gs 
Underwood isn’t a") 
complaining one § 
bit. | 

“For the first = ae 

time in three years, we ‘ve e got five 
home games,” Underwood said: 
“I’m tickled to have that. It's always 
tough on the road, whatever level 
you're at, so we're excited to have 
five home games.” 
‘ The Warriors hope to put that to 
their advantage early as three of 
their first four games are slated for 
Warrior Stadium. 

“Our first two games are at home 
and three of the first four,” Under- 
wood said. “They’re all against 
quality opponents and an just feel 
better playing them at home. 

“Last year, we opened up with a 
three-hour ride to Northwest and 
then we turned around and go three 
hours to Itawamba. 

“Our road trips this year aren't 
bad. The longest trip will be down 
to Southwest. We have East Missis- 
sippi and Jones, which aren't over 
an hour and a half, and Copiah-Lin- 
coln, which is about two hours and 
15 minutes. 

“Every game is important, but 
we've got a lot of big games at 
home. We've got the defending 
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national champion in Pearl 
River, we’ve got Gulf Coast, 
who I think will be as good as 
anybody in the league; we've 
got Hinds, and two of the 
best out of the North Divi- 
sion in Northwest and 
Itawamba. 

“The schedule is better for 
us than it has been in several 
years." 

The Warriors open up 
with Northwest on Sept. 1 
and Itawamba on Sept. 8 ina 
pair of home games. After a 


road trip to Southwest Mis- 


Sissippi on Sept. 15, ECCC 
returns home to take on 
Pearl River on Sept. 22. 
ECCC closes out Sep- 
tember at East Mississippi on 
the 29th and pets October 





Home games with Gulf 
Coast (Oct. 15) and Hinds 
(Oct. 20) precede the reg- 
ular-season finale at Jones on 
Oct. 27. 

“I’m hoping that Pearl 
River and Hinds aren’t as 
good (as last year), but you 
know they'll be very good,” 
Underwood said. “I think 
Gulf Coast is the sleeper of 
the whole South Division. It 
would not surprise me to see 
them have a banner year. 
They came on strong last 
year.” 

“Co-Lin and Southwest are 
going to be a lot better and 
Jones is Jones. They're going 


WEEK OF 


to win and be successful. 

“I think we're going to be 
much improved. I feel good 
about this football team. I 
think the South (Division) is 
going to be very tough again, 
but I think it’s going to be 
closer than it has been in 
recent years.” 

In an effort to keep up 
with the other league mem- 
bers, the Warriors spent 
much of June on campus 


preparing for the 2005 
season. 
“It's something that we've 


been wanting to do,” Under- 
wood s2id. “Our coaching 
staff made a commitment to 
be here in the month of June 
T = have too. With 

e S that are on 
campus and vine te ohoal 
and the kids that are com- 
muting, we're averaging 
right at 50 kids every day 
working out Monday- 
Thursday. We can’t do any- 
thing but get better out of 
that.” 

Fans attending ECCC’s 
home games will notice a 
much-improved lighting 


system this fall. 


“We're going to have new 
lights and they’re going to be 
a little bit higher and a little 
bit stronger,” Underwood 
said. “We're excited about 
that. It’s something that’s 
been needed. 

Players will report on 
Aug. 9 with the first practice 
set for Aug. 10. 


“0S 


LAKE MESSENGER CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES _ NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 

UNION APPEAL NEWTON RECORD 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR __\ 

SPIRIT OF MORTON CLARION-LEDGER 


IMPACT 


WEEK OF (\\ S 0S 













‘one oF two type of offense. tis a ve 
offensive system, it’sia very success 
feams inthe tem; it’s one our kids will enjoy” 
‘nati playing in; and | think-o fans. 

ce dat) wi see a lot more once nent as 
the last far as big play opportunities are 
concerned,” Ungerncod said. 





years. 
* 


5 = aie a -— + ‘ 
Sa m= - th ood 
: wide 
Bit 


de conret EU 



















i ee County Juni 's defense will , 
in Mike has ee 28 open itu we'll try to get the 
ch, mer offensive mean of ball to the guys ete can make 
at sit 1 nn Community coner S pa Messhl by “ap plays. | Rove Ne 
1 Brenham, Texas, one of ance in 1996, The Vari vac we e-offense it 
t sh < in the nation = Blinn offense broke 1 





records j in 2003 while lead adi ing the 







ote ck Robbie ig a romans 
ook 2, Psi = ‘pats of 








APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER \ CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 


UNION APPEAL i cialing 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 


NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 


a 
\ 


nat 190) bn 
= 


wie 

















ae 
162. 240 and ‘Courtney Coleman 
Pa} ) “Bath of “Louisville - NIOSE ¢ a nd 
¢ Maddox (6-0, 2) of Tuscaloosa 


ll. who w 


thie 7a 


| retumee is L i os said returnee Saas Neal, 
/205 tatlback flayed quarterback and receiver last 
Schoo in Ft. been moved to safety and may 
as one of the again be used as aw ide Ags Neal i isa 
on, amass- 6-3, . Picken | 
School in Tus 
(6-1), 190) ¢ 
, sel lo Slam. 
her last year 
of the back- 
add a lot 
but in the 


Re freshmen 
of f Tuscaloosa 
m (5-10, 200) 














7 


: drills. Not only did they 
e in the rivgantined their condi- 
~oning and thei pire of our new 


stipe be sere. It’s Pr nneatioe that 
| /and start doing on a regular 








ah _~ ECCC PHOTO 


SCOTT COUNTY WARRIORS | | 






Scott County athletes who are members of the 2005 East Central Community College football team include (kneeling from left) linebacker Derrick 
back Johnathan Thomton (8) and quarterback Elijah McDonald (13), all of Morton; defensive back von Hickmon (14) of Lake; and linebacker Ken 
Cedric Cox (38) of Morton; linebacker Mitch Bradford (46) of Scott Central; linebacker Jeffery Wilson (59) and defensive lineman Marcus Ickom (75), 


is (4) of Forest; cornerback Nick Robinson (6), defensive 
of Lake; and kicker/punter Grey LaPrade (88) of Forest. 


ECCC Team Features New Look 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR—A new offense will be 
on display by the East Central 
Community College football team in 
2005, and head coach Terry 
Underwood hopes the new look will 
help the Warriors return to the state 
playoffs for the first time since 2001. 

Underwood, who is in his eighth 
year in leading the ECCC program, 
says fans should definitely enjoy the 
fast-paced action of this year’s 
offense. 

“It will be a more wide open attack 
with a no-huddle concept,” 
Underwood said of the new system, 
being installed by first-year offensive 
coordinator Mike Volarvich, a former 
offensive coach at Blinn Community 
College in Brenham, Texas, one of 
the top scoring teams in the nation 
during Volarvich’s three-year stint in 
working with the offense. 

“Coach Volarvich comes with high 
credentials and has obviously been 
successful in running this type of 
offense. It is a very proven system; it’s 
a very successful system: it’s one our 
kids will enjoy playing in; and I think 


our fans will see a lot more excite- 
ment as far as big play opportunities 
are concerned,” he said. 

Underwood said the wide open, no- 
huddle concept - which will be 
unveiled against Northwest 
Mississippi Community College in 
the season-opener Sept. 1 in Decatur - 
provides several options for the 
Warrior offense. 

“We can be fast-paced and up-tempo 
or we can slow it down if we want. We 
will try to take what our opponent’s 
defense will give us, and in turn we'll 
try to get the ball to the guys who can 
make plays. I thought we did a good 
job running the offense in the spring, 
but we still have a ways to go to be 
successful,” he said. 

Sophomore quarterbacks Robbie 
Morse (6-3, 220 pounds), and Elijah 
McDonald, (6-2, 180) of Morton, will 
operate the offense, Underwood said. 

“Robbie was our starter last year 
until he was sidelined by a knee 
injury, and Elijah is a transfer from 
Aleorn State University and original- 
ly signed with Jackson State 
University. Both are very capable and 
had success running the new offense 


EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE WARRIOR 2005 FOOTBALL 


Thurs., Sept. 1 NORTHWEST DECATUR 6:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 8 ITAWAMBA DECATUR 6:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 15 Southwest Summit 7 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 22 PEARL RIVER DECATUR 6:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 29 East Mississippi Scooba 6:30 p.m. 
Sat., Oct. 8 Co-Lin Wesson 2:30 p.m. 
*Sat., Oct. 15 GULF COAST DECATUR 2:30 p.m, 
Thurs., Oct. 20 HINDS DECATUR 6:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Oct. 27 Jones Ellisville 7 p.m. 
Sat., Nov. 5 STATE PLAY-OFFS TBA 

Sat., Nov. 12 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TBA 
*Homecoming 


during spring drills. We are very con- 
fident in their abilities and both will 
see a lot of action this fall,” 
Underwood said. 

Although Morse played in just six 
games last year, he was among the 
state’s top quarterbacks, completing 
54 of 104 passes for 699 yards and 
three touchdowns. He averaged 116.5 
yards passing per contest. 

The receiving corps will be led by 
returnee Chris Lark (6-2, 190), one of 
the top receivers in Alabama in 2003 


with 28 receptions for 524 yards and 
two touchdowns. He averaged 58 
yards per catch. 

Underwood said newcomer Lenny 
Boatner (5-11, 190) is a welcomed addi- 
tion to the receiving corps. Assigned 
to the slot position is returnee Letez 
Fortune (5-4, 160). 

Underwood said of Fortune, “He's a 
small guy but very explosive. He has 
good hands and knows what to do 
with he ball in the open field.” 

Please see ECCC, 44D 


ECCC 





Other receivers include freshmen 
Alan Stewart (6-3, 185), Curtis Smith 
(5-11, 185), who will mostly play the 
ms position, and Ricardo Smith (5-10, 
175 

In the backfield. the top returnee is 
Terrance McFadden (5-10, 205) tail- 


cack. MeFadden was one of Florida’s. 


--ading rushers last season, amass- 

\@ 772 yards on 188 carries, a 4.1 yard 
ier carry. He also averaged 85.7 yards 
er contest and scored six touch- 
lowns. 

“McFadden was our top rusher last 
vear and is also a greal receiver out of 
ithe backfield. He'll add a lot not only 
to our running game but in the pass- 
ing attack as well,” Underwood said. 

_ Also in the backfield will be fresh- 
men David McCants (5-10, 180) and 
Desmond Graham (5-10, 200), “who 
are both excellent runners.” 

Vital to the success of any offense 
is the offensive line, and Underwood 
said this year’s Aes “more expe- 
rienced and 

Other top rohiiene are guards 
Montero Baker (5-10, 255) and Nathan 
Weaver (5-10, 300) and Josh Moore (5- 
10, 280), who moved from the defen- 
sive side to offense during spring 
workouts and is expected to con- 
tribute at the tackle or ya spot. 
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SPECIAL TO THE TIMES/ECCC 


The 2005 ECCC Warrior football team will kick off the new season with several local players from Scott County under the guidance of head coach Terry 
Underwood. a lukas a ke fe eee 
Scott Central, Marcus Ickom, Justin Hurdle and Grey LaPrade. 


(6-4, 280); and Brad Snyder (6-2, 270) 


and Brad Petrey (5-10, 280). 

Underwood said the defense “will 
be the strong point, the foundation 
for the team’s success.” 

Returning for his second year as 
_ defensive coordinator Chris Boone, a 
‘former assistant at Nicholls State 
University in Thibodaux, La. Under 


Maddox (6’, 260); linebackers Paul 
Tolbert (6-1, 215), Ken Gordon (6’, 195) 
of Morton; and defensive backs 
Marcus Arrington (6', 185), Nick 
Robinson (5-9, 170) of Morton. 
Underwood said returnee Jarius 
Neal (6-3, 215), who played quarter- 
back and receiver last fall, has been 
moved to safety and may again be 





Serving as a padieup to Gale is fresh- 
man Grey LaPrade, a 6’, 170-pound 
product of Forest High School. 

“We think Grey will also bea very 
good kicker and punter. Ryan 1 
handle everything to start with and 
Greg may come in and take over kick- 
ing or punting duties. It just depends 
on oe things go,” said Underwood. 








Boone’s direction, East Central had used as a wide receiver — Ur ) 
the third-best defense versus the rush Hickmon (6’, 190) of Lake, a red-s stands at 32-36 following last year’s 4- 
in the state, allowing just 98.2 yards _ last year, is set to start at outside | 5 campaign, thinks the 2005 ia 
per game. backer. can be one his best. 
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The Warrior defense includes sev- 
€ layers that started or played a 
ring 2004. “We jook for the 
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Underwood is optimistic about season 


entering eighth year running 








By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
Staff Reporter 





The East Central Community College 
Warriors are gearing up for a run at the 
MACIC State Playoffs as they open the 
2005 campaign at home against Northwest 
Community College on Sept. 1. 

“The first game is going to be important 
for us,” said coach Terry Underwood as he 
enters his eighth season at the helm of the 
Warriors. “We've got a good group of play- 
ers out and I’m very optimistic about this 
season. We had a good spring and a very 
successful summer weight program. But we 
need to get off to a good start.” 

The Warriors played Northwest tough 
last year in a 14-12 loss, and got off to a 4- 
2 start. But midseason injuries to key per- 
sonnel proved costly in the end. The 
Warriors play in the tough South Division 
against Pearl River, Jones, Hinds, Co-Lin, 
Gulf Coast and Southwest, but also take on 
North Division foes Northwest, Itawamba 
and East Mississippi. 

Elijah McDonald, who signed out of 
Morton with Jackson State, is expected to 
work at quarterback. Robbie Morse, who 
started last season before injuring his knee, 
is expected to be back. Other possible can- 
didates for the quarterbacking position are 
Colby Amis of Newton County, DeAngelo 
Carter of Noxapater and Jarius Neal of 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. Neal played some at quar- 
terback last season but was moved to the 
defensive secondary during spring training 
and is expected to start at free safety. He 
will be available if needed. 

The ECCC quarterbacks will have a 
solid group of receivers to throw to in Chris 


THE SCHEDULE 


Sept. 1 Northwest 
Sept.8 Itawamba 
Sept. 15 at Southwest 
Sept. 22 Pearl River 
Sept. 29 at East Miss. 
Oct. 8 at Co-Lin 
Oct. 15 Gulf Coast 
Oct. 20 Hinds 
Oct.27 at Jones 


Lark of Pickens County High Schoo] in 
Alabama, Lenny Boatner, a former Winston 
Academy standout who transferred to 
ECCC from the University of Hawaii, 
Amis, Alan Stewart, Letez Fortune, Curtis 
smith and Alex West. 

Terrance McFadden of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla., who led East Central in mshing last 
season with 772 yards, is back at tailback 
along with David McCants and Desmond 
Graham. Derrick Qualls of Forest and for- 
mer Philadelphia High School standout 
Dustin Crockett are expected to see plenty 
of playing time-at fullback. 

The Warriors are expected to be more 
wide open offensively with no huddles. This 
new offense will be unveiled against 
Northwest. 

Clearing. the way. will be the ECCC 
offensive line. Javares Dobbins and Brad 
Petry will anchor the line at center, Montero 
Baker, Nathan Weaver and Philadelphia's 
Kerry Hudson will play at the offensive 
guard positions, while former Neshoba 
Central standout Josh Moore. Mentrell 
Ledbetter, Ross Tew and former Tornado 
Jonathan Pickens will see action at tackle. 






No. Name _ Class 
I Robbie Morse Soph 
2 Marcus Arrington Soph 
3 Chris Lark Soph 
4 Derrick Qualls Soph — 
5 Terrance McFadden fresh 
6 Nick Robinson Soph 
7 Letez Fortune Soph > 
8 Johnathon Thornton Soph — 
9 Lenny Boatner Soph 
10 Greg Hathorn Soph 
il Paul Tolbert Soph 
12 Anthony Stanford Soph 
13 Elijah McDonald Soph 
14 Ivon Hickmon Fresh 
15 Jarius Neal Soph 
18 Ryan Gale Soph 
19 DeAngelo Carter I'resh 
21 Ken Gordon Soph 
23 Kris Thomas Fresh | 
pe Jeremy Holmes Fresh 
25 David McCants Fresh 
26 George Lowe Fresh 
a0) Dustin Crockett Fresh 
32 Desmond Graham Fresh 
34 Headrick Ficklin Soph 
36 Courtney Coleman Soph 
38 Cedric Cox Fresh 


Anthony Stanford will start at tight end, 
The defense will be solid with the return 
of starting inside linebacker Paul Tolbert, 
defensive ends Greg Hathorn and Courtney 
Coleman, and Neal at free safety. Keith 
Spann will play at defensive end while Tim 
Stamper, Kenyon Boatman and Jesse 
Badgewell will play the tackle position. 


program 


2005 EAST CENTRAL ROSTER 








39 Gary Lindsey Fresh 
40 T.J. Rushing Soph 
42 Jermaine Glass Fresh 
43 Andrew Herrington Fresh 
45 Xavier Combest Fresh 
46 Mitch Bradford Fresh 
47 Chance Parhm Fresh 
48 Blair Fridge Fresh 
50 Montero Baker Soph 
| 52 Nathan Weaver Soph 
| 54 Josh Moore Soph 
64 Reed Myers Soph 
65 Brad Petry "Fresh 
69 Ross Tew Fresh 
70 Javeres Dobbins Soph 
72 Mentrell Ledbetter Fresh 
76 Tim Stamper Fresh 
Bi) Colby Amis Fresh 
$l Curtis Smith Fresh 
83 Ricardo Smith Fresh 
$4 Allen Stewart Fresh 
SO Ken Chathman Fresh 
9() Kenyon Boatman Fresh 
95 Carlos Moffett Fresh 
96 Timothy Richardson Fresh 
97 Keith Spann Fresh 
98 Jesse Badgewell Fresh 
99 George Maddox Soph 


T.J. Rushing of Neshoba Central is 
expected to see a lot-of playing time at line- 
backer, and George Maddox is the nose 
guard, The outside linebackers will be Alvin 
Hickman and Xavier Combest. 

















Members of the 2005 Warrior football t team ai + East Central Community College in Decatur and their respective high 

schools include (front row, from/left} quarterback Robbie Morse (#1), Walton County (Fla.), defensive back Marcus 
Arrington (#2), Heidelberg: wide receiver Chris Lark (#3). Pickens C ounty (Ala.); linebacker Derrick Qualls (#4), 
Forest; tailback Terrance McFadden {=5), American Heritage (Fia.): cornerback Nick Robinson (#6), Morton; wide 
receiver Letez Fortune (#7), South Leake- defensive back Johnathon Thornton (#8), Morton; wide receiver Lenny 
Boatner (#9), Winston Acadeniy: defensive end Gree Hathom (#10). Louisville:linebacker Paul Tolbert (#11), Clinch 
County (Ga): free safety Anthony Stanford (=12), Louisville; quarterback Elijah McDonald (#13), Morton: defensive 





back Ivon Hickmon (#14), Lake: ack Wide receiver Jarius Neal (#15), Pickens County (Ala.): kicker/punter 
Ryan Gale (#18), Oak Mountain (Ala. i quarterbsck DeAngelo Carter (#19). Noxapater; running back Timmy Barnes 
(#20), Collins; and linebacker Ken Gordon (221 3 Morton: (second row. from left) defensive back Kris Thomas (#23), 
American Heritage (Fla.); defensive back Jeremy Holmes (424). Philadelphia: running back/wide receiver David 
McCants (#25), Tuscaloosa County (Als); defensive back George Lowe (#26), Columbus: fullback Dustin Crockett 
(#30), Philadelphia; running back: linedDacker Desmond Grahani (#32), Louisville: linebacker Headrick Ficklin (#34), 
South Leake: cornerback Marieo Harris (#35), Colambas: defensive back Cedric Cox (£38). Morton: defensive back 
Gary Lindsey (#39), Laurel: linebacker T_J. Rushine (=40), Neshobe Central: lincbacker/safety Jermaine Glass (#742), 
Louisville; linebacker Andrew Harrington (242). Kemper County: nmning back Lakendrick Coleman{ +44). Louisville: 
defensive back Xavier Combest (#45), Laurel: linehacker Mitch Bradford (=46), Scott Central: safety Chance Parhm 
(#47), South Leake; wide receiver Blair Fridge (=38), Clinton: and offensive euerd Montero Baker (=50). Columbus; 
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and linebacker Demetrius Bishop (#51), Batesville: (third row, from left) center Nathan Weaver (#52), Columbus; 
offensive guard Josh Moore (#54), Neshoba Central: offensive lineman Kerry Hudson (#56), Philadelphia; wide 
receiver Daniel Heidelberg (#58), Laurel; linebacker Jeffrey Wilson (#59), Lake; linebacker Alan Greer (#60), Philadelphia: 
offensive guard Reed Myers(#64), Newton County: offensive lineman Brad Petrey (#65), Tuscaloosa(Ala. )Doffensive 
lineman Ross Tew (#69), Stringer; center Javares Dobbins (#70), Tuscaloosa County; offensive lineman Mentrell 
Ledbetter (#72), Louisville: offensive lineman Johnathan Pickens (#74) Philadelphia: defensive lineman Marcus 
Ickom (#75) Lake; defensive lineman (#76) Tim Stamper, Rome (Ga.); wide receiver Colby Amis (#80), Newton County; 
wide receiver Curtis Smith (#81), Mendenhall; wide receiver Ricardo Smith (#83), Carthage; wide receiver Allen 
Stewart (#84), Holt (Ala.); wide receiver Ken Chathman (#86), Hillcrest Christian; and wide receiver Alex West (#87), 
Southeast Lauderdale; (and back row, from left) managers Matt Fondren, Union; Mike Fondren, Caledonia; Patrick 
Woodward, Winston Academy; Chris Ryals, Kemper Academy; Josh Crowson, Winston Academy; Micheal Pientowski, 
Newton and Justin Hurdle, Forest; kicker/punter Grey LaPrade (#88), Forest; defensive lineman Kenyon Boatman 
(#90), Neshoba Central; defensive lineman Carlos Moffett (#95), Taylorsville: defensive end Timothy Richardson 
(#96), Hillerest (Ala.); and defensive end Keith Spann (#97), Clinton; defensive lineman Jesse Badgewell (#98), Paul 
Bryant ( Ala.); noseguard George Maddox (#99), Tuscaloosa County; head coach Terry Underwood; assistant coaches, 
Carey Melvin, James Miller, Chris Boone, Mike Volarvich and Terry Evans; and athletic trainet Derrick Jones of the 
Rush Sports Medicine Team. (EC Photo) 
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A new offense i on dis- attack with, ‘a no-huddle concept,” 
play by the East Central Community Underwood said of the new system, 
an ee Gat installed by first-year offensive 





Football Team 





coach Terry Underwood ho natof Mike Volarvich, a former 
new look will help the Warriors retum pi e coach at Blinn Community 
to the state playoffs for the first tim ca nbn Brenham, Texas, one of the 












since 2001. Ors 74 ing teams in the nation dur- 
Underwood, who is in i : ‘Volarvich’s three-year stint in 


eight year in leading the ECCC p . ‘ the offense. 
gram, says fans should definitely >. oe Sherr noted that 
joy the fast-paced action o eu: ii 
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of See one or Bias nied 
| al onin three out ofthe 







almost 4 


guided Blinn offense broke numerous 
~ school, "canteees at national 
"records in n 2003 while leading -) 





the Warrior sh 

_ “We can be fiist-paced and 
up-tempo or we can slow it down if 
we want. Wewill try to take what our 
opponent's defense will give us, :, and. 
in tum we'll try to get the ball to the 


guys who can make plays. I thought 4. 
we did a good job running the offense 
in the spring, but we still havea ways 


to goto be successful,” he stated. 


catch the ball, He had a (ool = se 











5 : % | spe n d. | 
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and we're ex 


its pet a the slot Sa 
tion is returnee Letez Fortune, a 5-4, 
, d product of South Leake 








He has. scl hands and knows what 
to do with the ball in the open field.” 
Other receivers include 
freshmen Alan Stewart (6-3, 185) of 
Holt, Ala., Curtis Smith (5-11, 185) of 
Mendenhall. who wil! mostly play the 


slot position, and Ricardo Smith (S- 


10,175)ofCarthage. iil 
In the backfield, the ib re- 


turnee is Terrance McFadden, a 5-10, 
205-pound tailback from American 
pela igh School in Ft. Lauder- 
pens lpar ole was one ie ep 





85.7 yerigp per contest and aie six 
touchdowns, | |. 




















year until be was sidelined bya ie : 
injury, mt wis is a transfer from 














" proved.” 





Fadden was our top 
enshee ‘Hat ead bgt a 
receiver out of the backfield. He") 
a lot not only to our runnir 
but in the passing attack as well,” 
Underwood stated. 

Also in the backfield will be 
freshmen David MeCants (5-1 Bis 
of Tuscaloosa County an 1 Desm 
Graham (5-10, 200) of Noxapater, 
are both excellent runners.” 

Vital to the success of any 
offense is the offensive line, isa! 
Underwood stated this year’s group 
is “more experienced and much im- 








“Javares Dobbins (5-10, 
290) will be our anchor at center, He 
started a lot of games for us last year 
at either center or guard.” Underw 
stated. Dobbins is a former stan 

at Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Co 
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the defense to be br mainstay, 
Underwood stated. 










sive g Hathorn (6-2, 240) and 
Courtney Coleman (6-2, 238), both of 
_ Louisyille; George 
ee 6 ead (Ala.) 

nS}ofCtinch Coes Tolbert (6- 

1 12a Cor y High Schoo! 

erville, Ga., Ken er ie 

19% Bf Morton: and defensive backs 


Marcus Arrington (6°, 185) of Heidel. 
berg and Nick Robinson (5- 9.170) of | 
Morton. Tolbert is the leadingretumee 
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record stands at 32-36 owing ast 

year’s 4-5 campaign, 

squad can be one his ahd 

OS Tied pbcda 

- Not only do we cee 

to ‘compete in this league le I think 
ve got the tight ght attitide and the 

right ora Hts beng :. 









































Underwood said returnee 
Jarius Nea! a layed quarterback 
and receiver ee I, has been moved 

ety anc ain be used as a_ 
a 6-3, 215-pound — 













ns High School in. ple. 


Underwood is also pleased with 
this: year’ s sch oi ule, which includes 


~ fi e home 
Te , ad a out Pash “9 
ante lp} of the schedule 
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George Lowe (6-2, 90) of Columbus, “ho a er ver sus ie ing those 
a transfer from:Alcorn State Univer- Teatne ed aca t ii 
Oe Bie -2, 190) from Seon Ehbariendisiinces this 








ae said the kicking 
game so be in ‘good shape with 


¢,'46-2, 210 product 


ain High School in Bir- 

iminghan Ala, So ements 
ry punting dutie 

“Ryan missed part of last 

year due. to an injury. but has.since 

fully recovered. He has gotten bi. 





cued i og and we look for him 
to have a big year,” Underwood 
= | 
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East Central prepares for unknown 





@ Northwest brings tions than he did answers. . are dealing with. The appearances at Middle 

4 ht To begin with, he didn’t biggest thing is the power.” Georgia. On top of that, the 

ew coach to game; know if his Warriors Underwood said he held Rangers return 10 starters 

playing date to be would be able to play foot- a two-hour practice with on a defense and five on 
decided later ball Thursday night or not. his players Sunday in offense. 

| : Underwood said he and preperation for Thursday “He has done a great job 

ECCC president Dr Phil night's opener with tradi- everywhere he has been,” 

Robbie Robertson Sutphin said they would tional power Northwest Underwood said of Pippen. 

The Newton Record talk Tuesday morning to Community College. We are a little blind to what 

East CentralCommunity make a decision about the Besides the weather, the we may see. We have got 

College football coach game. Warriors have to deal with some films where he has 

Terry Underwood must “There is an outside an unknown opponent in coached before. But you 


have felt something like 
the Riddler from the Bat- 
man series Monday morn- 


ing. 
He had far more ques- 
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chance that the game could 
be played on Saturday,” 
Underwood said. “We 
won't know until we see 
what type of damage we 


Northwest. Long-time 
Northwest coach Bobby 
Franklin retired after last 
year and the school hired 
Randy Pippen to be the 
new head coach. 

Pippen brings a lengthy 
resume with him to North- 
west. He was formerly the 


| head coach at West Alaha- 


ma but the majority of his 
success has come on the 
junior college ranks. He 
won a national champi- 
onship at Trinity 





really don’t know what 
they are going to do. It’s 
generally that way in all 
first games but this is a lit- 
tle bit more severe. They 
know a little bit more 
about us than we do about 
them.” 

One thing Underwood 
does know for sure is that 
he will start the season 
with a new starting quar- 
terback. Projected starter 
Robbie Morse left the team 
after their two-week train- 


Valley 
and had multiple bowl ing camp. 
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foe Northwest 


“He had some family 
problems and left the 
team,” Underwood said. 
“Tt’s unfortunate but that’s 
the decision he made. You 
hate to say it but it’s pretty 
typical in junior college 
football.’ We were 4-2 with 
Robbie at quarterback last 
year before he got hurt. 
But we have some good 
players at quarterback, 
just none of them have 
ever played in a college 
game before.” 

- Underwood said former 


Morton standout Elijah 
McDonalé will — start 


against Northwest. He will 
be backed up by Noxapater 
freshman Deangelo Carter. 
When Morse left, Under- 
wood said they brought in 
Josh Lowery from Sparta, 
Tenn. | . 

“We are tickled to death 
to have him in,” Under- 
wood said. “When Robbie 


left, we called Josh and he 
jumped at the chance. 
Recruiting is a year- 
around process and Josh 
was one of those kids we 
had our eye on. He is catch- 
ing on to the offense but 
Deangelo will be the back- 
up to start the season. We 
are confident with the kids 
we have. We will have some 
first-game mistakes.” 

Another addition to the 
team is . running 
back/wide receiver Lonnie 
Sparks from Newport 
News, Va., whom Under- 
wood said will see some 
playing time early. 

Last year, the Warriors 
lost a close contest to the 
Rangers in Senatobia. 

“We lost a close one last 
year, maybe we can get 


those guys this year,” 


Underwood said. “We are 
excited about getting the 
season kicked off.” 
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in limbo 
statewide effe BC 
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game slate, as teams will not make 
up games lost in the first two weeks 
of the year. Week three games, 


which for nea “lh 


y every program is a 
ntest, will be made up at 








the raat hedenon on Novy. 5. 


The decision of how to carry out 
the rest of the season was made on 
Tuesday by the state’s junior col- 
lege presidents during a teleconfer- 
ence, according to East Mississippi 
Community College head football 
coach Roger Carr. 
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m. one sone tse 


p. 
Pearl River on Sept. 22, “All 


ns. are over with, —. 
and we know when we are | 


going to start. 


“As a coach or Player, you. 


would rather play all nine 
games, but because of the cir- 


cumstances this is the best 


scenario,” Underwood added. 
EMCC pat an away game 
against Hinds «C 










nearby Newer arse 2 3 
School. ECCC ha 






College 
Oct. 15) Lucerne, Commu- 
nity College (Oct. 20) left on 
its schedule. 

“I have met with officials 
at Newton County High 
Scmoek and it looks like we 

e to play are home 


College, which ‘er tthe ss 94 there,” Under wood 
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The long layoff may have 
actually helped the Warriors, 
especially with the sudden 
loss of starting quarterback 
Robbie Morse prior to the 
hurricane, 

“With Robbie deviding tot 
to play, that gave more prepa- 
ration for our other quarter- 
backs,” Underwood said. 
“There’s been some positives 
from the layoff. 

| whee peer = brie! | 
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Betting to play, but 9 we had 
Saye kids that were i injured — 








season ranking as the Wild- 
cats fell to No. 7 in this 
jeek's poll without playing a 
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Haut Contiat Conunuthity Col 
loge Hes oer beady to uiileanh ite 
how offense for nearly two 
month wow 

The Warriors were scheduled 


to open the seaion on Sept. 1 at 
‘oOMme 


hore aeinat Northwoat Ce 
Hily Collove, Hut that game and 
the Sept i content 
Tlawambea have been cancelled 
die to Hiverieane Katrina, 

‘That lett Mast Central with 
another month of practice, a 


against 


“eee sms 


| Sept. 29. leases wat EM 
17) 82 Ah be ene ee “GULF C OAST T 
Nov, 
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seven-game schedule and a sea- 


national champion Pearl River 
Community College. 
The Warriors hope the extra 


time gives new offensive coordi- 


nator Mike Valoravich to teach 
his wide open offense to new 


bs quarterback Elijah McDonald 
es and other newcomers. 


“The bottom line is we have got- 
ten in more reps,” Underwood 
said. “I had a coach tell me that 
you have to do something 16 times 
to become familar with it and 200 
times to perfect it. Anytime you 


son opener against defending can get more reps, it can’t do any- 
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thing but good.” 


After the layoffs, Underwond | 
said his team is excited about the 


opportunity to step on the flold, 
“Basically, we're excited alout 
playing,” Underwood said, “The 
kids are excited, coaches, = a8 
agers, cheerleaders, every li 
just excited to be playing, 
excited about playing the oreiie: 
son No. 1 team in the country, We 
feel good about our chances and 
the situation.” 
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BREAK UP ‘ 

|) Commreenty Cofege’s Marcus Arrington, right, breaks up a pass 
stor Bas ver Comenunity Caiege= Jeffery Smith, left, in the first 
| cs will travel to play area-nvai East 
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10. But one with this league and the kind of 
tion we have, I think we can hold our 





a, | The > annual “Meet the Warriors” ‘pep rally 
scheduled for Thursday: in downtown 
ere Dec . Activities begin at 7 pm. at the 
- Citizens Bank parking lot located across the 
“4 sire SS from Spanky's Texaco Station, Station 
owner Robert Carleton Il ‘Sponsors the: 
ani walevent. = 
neat in the program will be 
CC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin: 
ad Warrior’ head football’ coach © Terry 
inderwood, who will introduce team mem- 
: vand ~ coaching staff; and 
__ cheerleader/Centralette coach Coco Boone, 
who will introduce members. of-her squads. 
irector of "homas W. Carson will 
e's ee serve as master of ceremonies. 
ea, The Warrior cheerleaders. Centraleties 
and the = 0’ Sound vee * Band are 
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diy, we struggled big time, 
int produce on earns aA 


produc lg We didn’t 
didn't execute. We didn’t throw 
3 we L We didn’t do a lot of good 
1“ 0 on offense. 1 was disappointed in our 
orformanc: i = We have got to get better if we 
ae and. 


if we expect to win 


: ss first quarter that saw one 

e re nd on a McDonald intercep- 
PRCC 5, the Wildcats covered A8 
> up 7-0 with 6:34 to play in the 
my Oliver completed a 22-yard 
Freeman, then hit a sliding Kyle 





h for a 9- d : third-and-5 at the 
st wrback BCEC 18: On the next play Olver found Je 
lost 39 156 any Smith wide open in the left corner of the 
tee ad only 15 : ~. See Warriors: 
87 con ya: ph aa Page C3 
“a a ee eee ye aa 
APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES NESHOBA DEMOC=£~ 
UNION APPEAL = NEWTON RECOSE 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL _ 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 


IMPACT 


MERIDIAN S74= 
CLARION =SGe= 


Sep t Lo 2 





PHOTO BY KYLE CARTER / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
RUN THROUGH 
East Central Community College’s Terrance McFadden (5) breaks free while carrying the ball 
for the Warriors in the first quarter of play during their contest against Pear! River on 
Saturday. The Wildcats beat the Warriors 35-10, for a MACJC South division win in the 
season opener for both schools. 


Warriors 


a From Page 2Ci 


end zone for a touchdown. 


Scott Hillery kicked the first © goal by Ryan € 


of his five extra points. 

The Warriors had a chance 
to go into halftime down 7-0, 
despite getting no first downs 
in the second quarter, but 
poor clock management 
enabled the. Wildcats to 
double their lead in the final 
minute of the second period. 

ECCC took possession at 
its 20 with 1:45 to go in the 
half and PRCC was out of 
timeouts. A’ third down 
incompletion ‘on third-and-2 
forced a Warrior punt and the 
Wildcats took over at the 
ECCC 48 with 51.3 seconds 
still remaining. Oliver hit 
Smith, who put a move on 
ECCC’s George Lowe and 
raced to the end-zone as the 
Wildcats went up 14-0 with 
33.2 seconds left jn the half. 





“That was a big mistake on. 


my part,” Underwood said. 
“We shouldn't have done that. 
We had a miscommunication 
on one. of the plays. We 
shouldn't have thrown the 
ball and we did and it stopped 
the clock. Had we run it, we 
might have gotten the first 
down and we might not have, 
but it would have obviously 
run some more clock off. 


That was a big mistake at that : 


ade and time, Ifwe go in 7-0, 


—s +). 


: e ¢ 8 


“that’s a huge difference than 
‘being down 14-0.” 

. The. Warriors closed to 

“within 14-3 on a 50-yard field 
e with 6:34 
Yeft in the third quarter. 
Marcus | Arrington gave 
ECCC possession at its 36 
when he picked off an Oliver 
pass. The Warriors. were 
quickly forced to punt, but the 
‘drive was kept alive when 
Pearl River was penalized for 
having too many players on 
the field. 

The Wildcats answered 
the field goal when 
McClendon took a delayed 
option pitch from Oliver 56 
yards with 5:01 to go in the 
third period for a 21-3 lead. 

A 7-yard run by Seth 
Hayden extended the PRCC 
lead to 283 with 8:56 left in 
the game. 

Another interception led to 
ECCC’s only touchdown. 
Starting at the PRCC 11 after 
an 18-vard return and per- 
sonal foul penalty on the 
Wildcats, Terrance 
McFadden scored on a3-yard 
run*with 5:22 to play. Gale’s 
PAT made,it 28-10. 

McClendon raced 65 yards 
with 1:02. ‘left. to finish the 
scoring. Pearl River had 363 
total yards with 216 coming 

on 34 rushes and 147 more 
Oliver's 13-0f-33 showing 
Inthe a Ofer suffered four + 
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| | PHOTOS BY ROSBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
Above, East Central's Tim Stamper (53).and George Maddox (99) close in.on Peari River running back Mike 
McClendon. Below, East Central's Ivon Hickmon defends against a a pass in the Warriors’ 35-10 loss to Pearl River. 


lis to Pearl 





East Central Community Col- 
lege’s Warriors were: simply no 
match for the defending national 
champion Pearl River Communi- 
ty College Wildcats who claimed a 
35-10 victory Saturday afternoon 
in the season opener for both 


teams. 

The South Divi- 
sion match-up - a PRCC 
“home” game for 
East Central - was 
played at Newton eae | 
County High 
School due to ECC 
damages SUS- 
tained at Warrior 
Stadium by Hur- 
ricane Katrina. 

After a scoreless tirst quarter, 
Pearl River- the pre-season pick to 
repeat as national champions 
took the lead for good midway in 
the second period when q | 
back Jimmy Oliver of Columbia 
fired a nine-yard strike to wide 
receiver Jeffery Smith of Hatties- 
burg. Scott Hillery of Picayune 
added the first of his four PATs. 

Oliver and Smith teamed up for 
the Wildeats’ second tally, a 48- 
yard scoring pass play with just 33 
seconds left before halftime. 

The Warriors got on the score- 
board with 6:34 remaining in the 
third stanza on Ryan Gale’s 50- 
yard field goak Gale, asophomore, 








See ECCC, Page 4B 
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Lions for first win 


By Robby Byrd 
assistant sports editor | 
SCOOBA — Before Thursday night's foot- 


ball game between East Central Community 


College and East Mississippi Community Col- 
lege, both coaches knew a win was impor- 
tant to the morale and future of their teams. 

EMCC will continue to search for their 
first win of the season, after the Warriors (1-1) 
scored a 26-0 win over the homestanding 
Lions (0-2), 

“T'm very proud,” said ECCC coach Terry 
Underwood. “Last week, we did a lot of things 
to shoot ourselves in the foot, but this week. 


the defense came out and got the shut out for 


us. The defense did an outstanding job. This 
is a big win for us to build our confidence 
going into district play.” ; 

It took ECCC almost 13 minutes to score 
its first touchdown of the game, but when 
Warriors started the Lions could not stop 
their offensive attack. 

“L feel totally disappointed right now,” said 
EMCC coach Roger Carr. “We failed at every 
point of the game. We made mistakes and 
had a lot of penalties, and we had no consis- 
tency on offense in the game.” 

With 2:58 left in the first quarter, ECCC’s 


David McCants ran the ball into the end zone 


sinks = 
I'm very proud. Last week, we did a 
lot of things to shoot Ourselves in the 
foot, but this week, the defense came 
out and got the shut out for us. 
_ ECCC coach 
Terry Underwood 


for a 2-yard score. His run along with Ryan 
Gale's succcessful PAT put the Warriors 


ahead 7-0. 


ECCC began the scoring drive on its 45- 
yard line. The drive was highlighted by a 23- 
yard completion from quarterback Elijah 
McDonald to wide receiver Lonnie Starks that 
set up the first-and-goal situation from the 
Lions’ 2-yard line. 

In the second quarter, the Warriors put 
together a 14-play, 77-yard scoring drive that 
was capped by a 3-yard run by McCants. 

On the first play of EMCC’s next drive, 
quarterback Drew Harper threw an intercep- 
tion into the hands of ECCC’s Kris Thomas. 
which gave the Warrior the ball on the Lions’ 

See Warriors 
Page B3 
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From Page B41 


31-vard line. 

Harper was filling in at 
quarterback for Chris 
Mitchell, who was injured last 
week in the Lions’ opening 
contest against Mississippi 
Delta Community College. 

The Warriors wasted little 
time getting into the end zone 


The Lions’ defense held. 


the Warriors’ offense score- 
less in the second half. 
ECCC’s second-half points 
came on a safety early in the 
fourth quarter. 

With the Lions on their 13- 
yard line, EMCC_ punter 
Hunter Porter fumbled the 
snap out of the back of the 
end zone, giving ECCC two 
points. 


following the turnover, After a 
false start penalty, McDoriald 
completed a 35-yard pass to 
Chris Lark that set up a l-yard 
touchdown run by McCants. 

The Warriors scored again 
in the half on their next pos- 
session this time off the foot 
of kicker Ryan Gale, who con- 
nected on a 25-yard attempt to 
give the Warriors a 24-0 lead 
going into the break. 


“We came back on Sunday 
and we (coaches and players) 
put the Pearl game behind 
us,” Underwood said about 


this week’s practice sessions. 


“This was a challenge for our 
kids to come up here and play 
our best. They all worked 
hard. I still think we can do 
better, but I'm proud of what 
we did.” 


McDonald completed 14- 


oir 
eee) i" 
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ECCC’s defense held the 
Lions to only 34 yards of total 
offense in the first half and 
limited the Lions to one first 
down in the game's first 30 
minutes, 

McCants carried the ball 
11 times for the Warriors in 
the first half for 56 yards and 
notched three touchdowns to 
account for 21 of ECCC’s total 
first-half scoring output. — 





of-20 passing for 103 yards for 
the Warriors, while McCants 
only added another 23 yards 
to his rushing total in the 
second half. He finished with 
79 rushing yards. 

ECCC. will travel to 
Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College next week, while the 
Lions will take on Northwest 
Community College at home. 
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physical affair 


in the state last week.” 

As much as both coaches recognize the 
other's situation, they recognize their own 
need to win this week's game in a season that 
was cut short to six games in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

The Lions hope they can regroup and get 
production out of their back up quarterback 
Drew Harper, a Southeast Lauderdale High 
School standout, who is getting the starting 
job after the Lions starter Chris Mitchell went 
down with an ankle injury last week. 

“Drew (Harper) did a good job standing in 
for us last week, ” Carr said. “We've just got to 
protect him.” 

The Warriors will also take the field 
without one of their starters. Offensive tackle 
Ross Tew sustained a knee injury during the 
game with PRCC last Saturday that will keep 
him out of today’s game. He will be replaced 


by Jonathan Pickens from Philadelphia, who 


Underwood says is a capable replacement. 

“Ross (Tew) is the starter but we had 
planned on both him and Jonathan (Pickens) 
getting a lot of playing time this season,” 
Underwood said. 

Underwood said that both his offensive 
and defensive lines will play a major role in 
the game plan today against the Lions. 

“They’re (EMCC) very big up front on 
both sides of the ball, and they're very phys- 
ical,” Underwood said. “We have to match 
that. Our defensive line has got to get to their 
passer and our offensive line has to be strong 
against their defensive front.” 

The game will be the first home game for 
the Lions this season and both Carr and 
Underwood expect a large crowd and a tense 
environment. 

“Scooba is a tough place to play,” Under- 
wood said. “We're just going to try to get 
back on track and into the win column.” 
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t Central falls. 


takes on EMCC 


By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 





Connainntty College Warriors will be 
looking to get their season on track 
Thursday so ge Sta visit area 





- Both teams lost their season 
openers. East Central dropped a 35- 
10 decision to defending national 
champion Pearl River Saturday after- 
noon in a game played at Newton 
County High School. The Lions, 
meanwhile, fell 31-14 to Mississippi 
Delta last Thursday, 

“This series has a lot of histo- 
ry,” said ECCC coach Terry Under- 
wood. “Many of the players know 
each other, It’s a good rivalry, 

“This is the only non-division 
game we will play this s season. but it 
is still very important. Both teams are 
looking down the bevel of a 0-2 
start, and neither wants to do that,” 
Barrel said. 

East Central will ee to have a 
better offensive performance against 
East Mississippi than they did 
against Pearl River... ’ 

Pearl River had a 378-156 edge in 
total yards gained on offense. The 
Wildcats had 195 yards rushing on 
33 carries, and 183 yards passing. 
East Central turned in 67 yards rush- 
ing and 89 yards passing against the 
two-time defending state champions. 

“Pearl River has a great team, and 


our defense really played a good 


game,” said Underwood. “But we 
were inconsistent on. ‘offense and 
with our kicking game. We have got 
to get better.” 

_ The Warriors stayedeven with 


AT R ~The Bast ‘Sowa 





‘Photo by Kyle Carter 


Ken Chathman hauls in a pass. 


Pearl River during the first quarter 
eee Se aie ot the we 





aes Pearl River took possession 
on the ECCC 48-yard Tine. sees ho 


neces with receiver Larry Prenat 
on a 21-yard pass play to put the 
Wildcats on the ECCC 24. Two plays 
later, Oliver found Kyle Sellers on an 
eight-yard pass play that gave the 
Wildcats a first-and-goal on the 
CCC 9. On the next play, Oliver 
connected with Jeffery Smith on a 
= ae pee play; Scott 
and EC pees with 6:34 left 

in am half. 


See ECCC, page 11A 
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backed them up to “PRCC 34. The 





























2 Seo As imterception then set up 
| BOOCs only touchdown. George 
=| eee the ball off, giving 
GOQOe 2 fe= down on the PRCC II- 
i fox plays later, Terrance 
} scored on a one-yard run. 


on. extra point and Pearl 


=== 28-10 aie 5:22 left to 
a2%3 »p 


Late in the game, McClendon 
got loose on a 65-yard TD run. 
Hillery was true on the kick to end 
the scoring. Officially, McClendon 
fimished the day with 202 yards on 
19 cammies. 


—— 





APPEARED IN- 

LAKE MESSENGE= _ Lae SLs 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 

UNION APPEAL __ | 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL WESDtm S725 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 


IMPACT _ 











ds ioe 
(ire a> eee ae Se 
ext 2 Df-cent ao pe See: “Wee 
EC Ss amemiiaece fear Cae aoe 
MA ere geet cer = ee 
mate te = 3 4 Tes wih 
9.33 =numing Eeress at te cs 
2 lv ies sit) 6a 








APPEARED IN 


LAKE MESS 
SCOTT COUNTY TMES 
UNION APPEAL 
WINSTON COUNTY JOU 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 


== 
— 
— 


RNA 





» back David McCants (25) scores axe of bs Gee 

downs tx East Central Community Collese s 26-0 bhai of Sat Mine 
i Community C Thursday night in Scoste McC ze sageaebars 

of Tescaloesa (Ala ) County Hizh Scheel. Team Lemew Beer Ged 
Wieestom Acadesn points te the end rome Scecrg 2 ace eee 


SECC pbses! 









OSLOS, 


DE selo McDonald completed 15-of-22 
1 at 177 yards. Lark was 5 the top’ | 









. ‘ va aa ate an OF CAAUTD ATU AR ( wes 


nae, | ft oe eee |e! a | = 1 


"eno 


= 


= 





mi 
mv) 
r 





ECCO@dewns Co- Lin 
for'seeond win of year 





ee | 


IMPACT 7 | _— _ yoo 





\ 


ra Gness 











IMPACT _ 





lows tn he hid per 1 but the 
od gave East Central Cx 29-yard bu ou 
nity College the lead for pat runni ng ade ‘. Me r 
and the Warriors held’on fora Forest, which a 
12-7 South Division victory sion on the Wolves 12 = gee 
over Copiah-Lincoln Communi- line. McCants scored os die == 

ty College Saturday in Wesson. next play. The try for the See «= EG al 

With the win, East Central point conversion was met eee Tare fr a 
improved to 2-1 overall and 1-1 cessful, as Lowery s pese Tele 
in league play, while the attempt to Lonnie Starks G= 4 
Wolves dropped to 1-2 and 1-1. i | 

Warrior head coach Terry )_ Low 
Underwood was obviously afters ts 
pleased with his team's efforts 
in recording their second- 
straight victory of the 2005 
campaign. 

"I was very proud of our 
team for finding a way to win,” 
he said. “It was a very physical ¢ 
game, and several of our play- | “@ 
ers were banged up and 
bruised but they continued to 
play. Our defense really came 
up big. Cole tock s 7S emt ome 

"Overall, it was a great in the ios ae stee gee 
team effort and I was especial beck Cadre Seton 
ly proud of our team's tewgh- = tec-yerd rem with 5 
ness... they did what thes had =Eong 


told to win.” 
scored the came 
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Call off the Dogs 
East Central's Lenny Boatner (9) is hemmed up by a pack of Gulf Coast Bulldogs in Saturday's homecoming contest 
at Decatur. EC will host Hinds Saturday at 2:30 p.m. Photo by Marty Stamper. ; 
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Warriors fall 35-17 to Gu 


a better team, 
aaa to what's 


by 


When you get beat | 
about all you can do is lool 
next. 

The East Central Community 
College Warriors met that fate Q. 
Saturday afternoon as they “== 
a 35-17 MACJC South Division 





dropped a 
contest to Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College, 


The Warriors fell to 1-2 in the division 
and 2-2 overall. Gulf Coast, ranked 17th 
nationally, improved to 3-1 both overall and 
in league pay. 






sald, “We meas tg lo aay our ve 
and not make mistakes. We were in fi 


first half and then the second half, 1 - ite ts 
came out and made some big plays stooge 





and we didn't respond. I salute 
They've got a real good football team. 
“They had the better football team today, 
no doubt, Offensively, they attack you in a 
lot of ways. They run the option and they 
can throw the football well. They've - 
really exceptional guys at the skill positions. 
They have good receivers and good backs 
and thein quarterback operates their offense 
well. It's a hard offense to prepare for in one 
week, 
“We knew that it was going to be a chal- 
lenge. We knew'that our offense needed to 
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respond and try to inatch them. I thoughe we 
moved the ball, but we didn't put it in the 
end zone enough. We didn’t do what we had 
to do.” 


remaining in the ee nd 
nun by Dav McCants 
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The Warri oe 14-10 ona 
32. jant field goal by Gale with 33:6 sec- 
‘onds left in the half. An 83-yard kickoff 
return by Lonnie Starks to the Gulf Coast 15 
set up the score, ” 
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to give the Bulldogs a 21-10 lead. 5 varie 


had a 27-yard gain on the drive. 
Co-Eric Riley's 20-yard one-hanc 

touchdown grab | 

eft in the third quarter put the Bulldogs up 
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East Central tried to get back in the 
ballgame late in the third quarter after 
getting a Slyard run by Ken Gordon 
on a fake punt on fourth and 15 to set 
the Warriors up with a first and goal 
from the three. Lowery found Colby 
Amus for a two yard touchdown pass 
on the second play after the run to 
close the gap to 28-17. However, the 
Warriors could not capitalize on the 
momentum. 

Two possessions later, Gulf Coast 
put the game away for good when 
they blocked a Warrior punt, and Mar- 
quise Powell fell on it in the end zone 
for a 35-17 lead with eight minutes 
left in the game. 

_ “We were glad that (the fake punt) 
set up a touchdown, Underwood said. 
“T thought we could gain some 
momentum off of it but we weren’t 
able to come back over the hill.” 

East Central jumped out to a 7-0 
lead early in the second quarter when 








avid McCants bulled his way into 


the end zone from one yard out. Low- 


ery was big on the drive, completing 


passes for 14, 10, 27 and 16 yards on 
the drive. Lowery, making his first 
career start after regular starter Elijah 
McDonald went down with an ankle 
injury last week, finished the game 
23-44 for 218 yards, with a touch- 
down and three interceptions. Under- 


wood said that he was generally 


pleased with how he played, but he 


_ made the usual freshman mistakes. 


“He’s still a freshman, he’s going 
to make some mistakes,” Underwood 
said. “He probably didn’t make some 
reads he was supposed to make but | 
thought he stood in the pocket and 
tried to throw the ball and — our 
offense.” 

‘Gulf Coast quickly answered the 


Ecce touchdown with two of their 


gwn, the first coming on Seymour's 
two yard plunge and the second on 
Savage’s six yard run with 1:16 left 
before halftime. 


However, the Warriors were able 
to grab some momentum back before 
the intermission when Lonnie Starks 
rétumed the ensuing kickoff 83 yards 
to the 15 yard line. The Warriors con- 
verted the good field position”into 
points when Ryan Gale knocked 


home a 37 yard field goal with 34 séc- 


onds left before the half. 

East Central had a chance to make 
the score closer before halftime after 
recovering a fumble at the Bulldog 
33, but Gale’s 51 yard field goal 
attempt was blocked as the first half 


clock expired. 


Hinds vs. ECCC 
{Oct. 22, 2:30 p.m. 
| Newton County 

High School, — 
Decatur 
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Warriors 
continue 
long year 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR — Back in mid- 
August, this football season looked 
promising for East Central Commu- 
nity College. 

The only sure thing now for the 
Warriors is that they will be through 
in another week. 

High hopes began to unravel 
when returning quarterback Robbie 
Morse left the team for personal rea- 
sons before the first game. 


Then Hurricane Katrina delayed | 
the season and destroyed a good bit: 
of the facilities at Warrior Stadium, ’ 


forcing ECCC to play its home 
games at Newton County High 
School, 

“I think that’s factored in big,” 
ECCC head coach Terry Under- 
wood said. “You don't ever want to 
make excuses, but Katrina affected 
all of us, some, especially the teams 
South of us, more than others. 

“Starting the season, the teams 
that had more sophomores back 
were way ahead. We lost some key 
players. Robbie Morse had some 
personal problems. Terrance 
McFadden came up ineligible. We 
had an out-of-state linebacker that 
was with us in summer school that 






PHOTO BY KYLE CARTER / THE MERIDIAN STAR 


TRIPPED UP 


East Central Community College’s Elijah McDonald is tripped up by an 
East Mississippi Community College defender in the two teams game this 
season, The Warriors face MACJC South Division foe Jones tonight. 


Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 


had some personal problems and 
didn't report. 

“You could name a lot of names 
with injuries, whatever. If you add all 
that, along with not being able to 


open up with a non-conference 
schedule, you see the problem. 
“The non-conference schedule is 


See Warriors 
Page D2 
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Hinds Community College 
scored on a pair of long touch- 
down passes in the 
first half and took : 
control early of 
Saturday's 38-6 Stamper 
MACIC South Division win 
over East Central Community 
College at Decatur. 

ECCC fell to 2-3 overall and 

1-3 in the division. Hinds 
improved to 3-2 and 2-2. P 

“We got beaten about every 
way you can get be it,” ECCC 
head coach Terry U 
said. “It’s been a long time | since 
I've been beaten like this as a 
coach. 

“Usually, we have some 
more positive things happen 
than we did today. I take full 
responsibility. We didn’t play 
very well; we didn’t play good 
at all in any particular phase of 
the game. They took it to us and 
we got a good, old-fashioned 
butt whipping.” 

The Eagles got a 50-yard 





touchdown._pass from Seth _ 


Adams to Jabary Gipson barely 


three-and-a-half minutes into 
the contest at Cougar Stadium 
on the Newton County High 


School campus. Jess Shelby 
kicked the first of his five extra 


points, 


ECCC closed to within 7-3 


on a 47-yard field goal by Chris 


Gale with 6:11 remaining in the 


opening period. 


sand Gipson connect- 





, -ed again, this time on a 73-yard 


scoring toss, ‘with 12:05 show- 
ing in the second. 
The Warriors closed 
in 14-6 on a 37-yard. field goal 
<t Gale with 2:42 to go before 


halftime, but gave up a 34-yard 





field goal by Shelby ‘16 seconds 


before intermission to trail 17-6 
at the break. 

Hinds removed all suspense 
with three touchdowns in the 
third quarter, The first came ona 

38-yard touchdown toss from 


Adams to Pat Winn less than 


two minutes into the second 
half, | 

Adams combined with 
Randy Blackmon on a |6;yard 


‘ Warriors lose 38-6 to 


scoring toss with 7:28 showing 
in the third quarter. Adams com- 
pleted |5-of-30 passes for 363 
yards and four touchdowns. 
Hinds’ final touchdown came 
when David Cooper took a fum- 


ble by Sida ahh ok Josh 
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ECCC, which went 0-3 in its 
games at Cougar Stadium, trav- 
els to Jones Thursday night with 
a7 p.m. kitkoff in Ellisville. 

The Bobcats are 2-3 overall 
and 2-2 in the division follow- 
ing their 17-14 squeaker over 
Copiah-Lincoln last week. 
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yards on 17 carties. He also had four 


catches for 28 yards ard returned 
four Hinds’ kicks for 109 yards. His 
longest return went for 48 yards. 

Linebacker Paul Tolbert, a former 
standout at Clinch (Ga.) County High 
School, led the Warrior defense with 
seven tackles, three assists and two 
quarterback sacks. 

Defensive back Ivon Hickman of 
Lake had five solo stops and two 
assists, and free safety Jarius Neal of 


eet oe ) County registered four 
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ECCC stays perfect on road with 
26-14 thumpi ng of Jones Co. JC 
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ms Soares Pack weet for scores 
a Chast & 2 28-14 South Drv:- 
SS Vatory ower Ge Bobcats Thors- 
az) teght on the Ellisville campus. 

With the win, East Central snaps a 
two-game skid to Improve to 3-3 
overall and 2-3 in league play, while 
Jones drops to 2-4 and 2-3. 

The lopsided victory was especial- 
ly sweet for Warrior head coach Terry 
Underwood, a former standout line- 
man at JCIC. 

“It was a big win for us in a lot of 
different ways,” Underwood stated. 
“Beating Jones is always a big deal 
since they always have a good foot- 
ball program, It was also a meaning- 
ful win because of the ties we have to 
the school. I played at Jones as did 
Coach Boone (defensive coordinator 
Chris Boone) and Coach Evans (run- 
ning backs coach Terry Evans), plus 
we have several guys on our roster 
from the Jones area. So defeating 
Jones really means a lot to our pro- 
Pram 


Freshm Ce wo t +. + 
= Domed. 3 a 


pass completes foam | Loe a | 
freshman wae ee ee — 


of Newton County sas oe as ~ 20 SOC 
plays during the Wolpe Sct 
drive. 


ivr Aw | 





Freshman running back David 
McCants of Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Coun- 
ty -who was again the workhorse for 
East Central with 71 yards on 27 car- 
ries and one score - put the Warriors 
in the lead for good with his 12-yard 
tally early in the third stanza. The 
short scoring drive was set up by a 
Jones fumble at the Bobcat 27-yard- 

The Warriors added two scores in 
the final stanza on runs by freshman 
running back Desmond Graham of 
Noxapater. 

Graham's first tally came on a 
two-yard burst with 6:20 remaining, 
capping a 16-play, 78-yard march. 
Key plays in the drive included Gra- 
ham’s nine-yard run followed by 
eight- and nine-yard gains by full- 
back Derrick Qualls of Forest and 
McCants’ seven-yard scamper. The 
march also included seven-yard pass- 
es from Lowery to tight end Anthony 
Stanford of Louisville and Qualls, the 
latter of which gave EC first and goal 
al the one, 

Graham's other score came on a 


IV 


East Central freshman running back David McCants was once 
again the workhorse for the Warrior offense. McCants rushed for 71 
yards on a workmanlike 27 carries and a touchdown to lead East 
Central to a 28-14 win over Jones County Junior College. 


30-yard burst with 3:19 remaining 
and was set up by the Bobeat’s fourth 


miscue of the evening: Sophomore 


free safety Jarius Neal of Pickens 
{Ala.) County picked off back-up 
quarterback Petey Thigpen- who 


replaced starter Brett Hyatt- near 


midfield and EC scored five plays 
later. Neal made his third pick of the 
evening on the game's final play. 


Linebacker Andrew Harrington of 


Kemper County also recorded an 


Other top defenders were line- 
backer Paul Tolbert of Clinch (Ga.) 
County and defensive end Greg 
_Hathorn of Lousiville, who each had 
two quarterback sacks, 

The Jones offense - which was 


held in check most of the evening - 
went 73 yards in 10 plays during the 


game’s final three minutes with Thig- 
pen finding wide receiver Michael 


Thigpen on a 21-yard TD sirike on 


fourth and 12 with nine seconds 
remaining. Michael Swancey added 
his second PAT, 

~The Bobcats finished the contest 


with 151 yards passing and just 76 
yards on the ground, Jones had eight 
first downs. 

East Central, which had 15 first 
downs, had 102 yards fushing and 
143 yards passing for a total of 245. 

Sophomore punter Ryan Gale of 
Oak (Ala.) Mountain High School 
punted eight times for a 38.4-yard 
average. His longest effort was a 57- 


yarder which pinned Jones on its own 


nine-yard-line. Gale, who made all 
four PATs, missed a 36-yard field 
goal with 5:48 left before halftime. 
The Warriors close out the 2005 
campaign by traveling to Southwest 
Mississippi Community College 
Thursday, November 2. Kickoff is set 
for 7 p.m. on the Summit campus. 
The Bears defeated Co-Lin 36-19 
Thursday to improve to 3-3 and 3-2. 
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PAT. 
| _ ‘The lead re short-lived, 
acke: > Gle ve Quinn of North 
. picked off Lowery's pass 
vies race 44 yards to pay dirt 
with 8:28 remaining before 
| me. ee adeed the PAT, 
Zast Central regained the 
lead at 10-7 when Gale split the 
‘The short scoring drive was 
= up when defensive end 
th Spann of Clinton recov- 
“ered a Bear fumble and 
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returned it 12 yards to the 
Southwest 13-yard-line. 

The Warriors reached the 
one-yard-line on a first-down 
run by McCants, but were 
unable to further penetrate the 
Bear defense and settled for the 
successful field goal attempt on 
fourth and three. 

McCants led the Warriors in 
rushing with 114 yards on 14 
carries and one score. 

Lowery completed 22 of 34 
pass attempts for 123 yards 
and one touchdown. 
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Five Warriors receive all-state honor: 


Five members of the 2005 East Central 
Community College football team have been 
selected to the MACJC all-state 
team. ECCC finished 3-4 this fall. 

Greg Hathorn (6-2, 240) of combined 
Louisville was selected to the first reports 
team as a defensive lineman, while Paul Tolbert 
(6-1, 220) of Clinch County, Ga., was a first-team 
choice at linebacker. Jarius Neal (6-3, 215) of 
Pickens County, Ala., was a first-team selection at 
defensive back. 
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Named to the second team were offensive lin 
man Javares Dobbins (5-10, 290) of Tuscaloo 
County, Ala., and defensive linemanGeor 
Maddox (6-1, 265) of Tuscaloosa Coufity. ~~ 

Quarterback Jimmy Oliver of state champi 
Pearl River was named the Most Valuat 
Offensive Back. Steve Campbell of Gulf Co 
was the Coach of the Year. 

Rory Johnson of Hinds was the Defens 
Back MVP. while Sean Merrill of Gulf Coast v 
the Defensive Line MVP. | 
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Football award recepients 
These East Central Community College football players received various team honors following the 
2005 campaign. Pictured are seated from left, Anthony Stanford of Louisville, academic and Warrior 
awards; Greg Hathorn of Louisville, most valuable defensive lineman; Nathan Weaver of Columbus, 
most valuable offensive lineman; and David McCants of Tuscaloosa County, most valuable offensive 
back; standing, from left, T.J, Rushing of Neshoba Central and Derrick Qualls of Forest, Warrior awards: 
Jarius Neal of Pickens County, Kemba Bryant Most Valuable Defensive Back and most valuable player, 
and Paul Tolbert of Clinch County, defensive team captain award. 
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ECCC WARRIORS SELECTED HONORABLE MENTION ALL-STATE 


These East Central Community College football players recelved honorable mention All-State honors following the 2005 campalgn. Pictured are (seated, from left) Derrick Qualls 
Stamper of Rome (Ga.), Ken Gordon of Morton, Josh Lowery of Sparta, Tenn.; Lenny Boatner of Winston Academy, and Johnathan Pickens and Kerry Hudson, both of Philadelphia. 
Head coach Terry Underwood presented the awards during the annual Fall Sports Awards Banquet held recently on the Decatur campus. 
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These East Central Community Col football players received post-season honors following 
the 2005 campaign. Pictured eseened, from left) Javares Dobbins of Tuscaloosa County (Ala.), 
second team All-State; and Paul Tolbert of Clinch County (Ga.), All-Region 23 and first team All- 
State; and (standing, from left) George Maddox, second team All-State and All-Star; Jarius Neal 
of Pickens County (Ala.), All-Region 23, first team All-State and All-Star; and Greg Hathorn of 
.ouisville, All-Region 23, first team All-State and All-Star. Not pictured are Chris Lark of Pickens 
County (Ala.) and Marcus Arrington of Heidelberg, both named to the All-Star team. Head coach 
Terry Underwood d the awards during the annual Fall Sports Awards Banquet held 
recently on the Decatur campus. (EC Photo) 
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ars headed to 


four-year colleges 





_By Robbie Robertson | 
The Newton Record 

It's a busy time of year for 
East Central Community Col- 
lege football coach Terry 
Underwood. 

On one hand, Underwood is 
helping his sophomore play- 
ers get signed by four-year 
universities. At the same time, 
he’s recruiting high school 
players and then he’s dealing 
with transfers who will be 
starting school in January. 


“It’s a very busy time right 
now,” Underwood said. “Right 


now, we are trying to help our 
sophomores get somewhere. I 


think in the end, we will have 


18 to 20 kids to sign. I think we 
will have a good crop to sign 





and I’m always proud of that. J 
think it’s a sign of how hard 
our staif works to promote 
our kids. In the last five years, 
I would say we've sent as 
many kids to four-year schools 
as anybody in the state. That’s 
something I’m proud of and 
something I think kids look at 
when they decide to come to 
school here.” 

Underwood said that 
linebacker Paul Tolbert 
signed early with Baylor and 
should enroll there in Jan- 
uary. Three players, Chris 
Lark, Anthony Stanford and 
Jonathan Thornton are going 
to sign with Arkansas-Monti- 


See ECCC, Page 3B 
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Ellis Makes AIll- 


Region; 
Qualifies for 
Nationals 

Arick Ellis of Forest, a 
freshman member of the East Central 
Community College golf team, was 
named to the Division II] All-Region 
23 Team following competition at the 
MACIC State Championship held 
April 26-27 at Kirkwood National in 
Holly Springs. 

The Leake Academy 
product also qualified for the 
Division Il] NJCAA Tournament 
scheduled in early June at the 
Chautauqua (New York) Golf Club. 

Ellis carded a 78 in first- 
round action and posted a 90 the final 
day for a 168 total. Sophomore Jon 
Bergin, also of Forest, shot 169 (81- 
88) and missed qualifying for 
Nationals and All-Region by one 





stroke. 
Tim Coats serves as golf 

team coach. 
APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER _ . CARTHAGINIAN _ 
SCOTT COUNTY TINES a 'NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL _ NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR 
SPIRIT OF MORTON | CLARION-LEDGER 


iMPACT 


WEEK OF __@-/3 -05 





East Central Community 
College golfer Arick Ellis of Forest 
tied for 6lst in the NJCAA 
Division Til. Men's’ Golf 
Championship, 
which was held June | 
6-10 at the Chautau- | 2) 
qua Golf Course in 
Chautauqua, N.Y. | 

Ellis, a product of 
Leake Academy, 
qualified for the national tourna- 
ment after being named to the 
Region 23 Division III squad fol- 
lowing competition in the Region 
23/MACJC State Championship 
held at Kirkwood National Golf 
Club in Holly Springs in late April. 

At Chautauqua, Ellis opened 
with an 83 and got better each 
round. His second round was an 
80, followed by a 78 and a 77 fora 
72-hole total of 318. 

Brent Davis of Montgomery 
College took first place with an 
even-par 288. Davis shot 72-72- 





73-71. 
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@ Lady Warriors start 
new year with win over 
ltawamba, both teams 
lose to Co-Lin. 


____Specialto The Record 
South Division competition 
began on a disappointing note 
for the East Central Community 
College women and men’s bas- 
Ketball teams who were swept 
by visiting Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College Monday 
night in the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Building. 

The Lady Warriors -— the 
defending division, MACJC and 
Region 23 champions— were 
outscored 66-61 and the War- 
riors were edged 76-73. 

Kristin Chaney, a sophomore 
product of Newton County High 
School, led the 24th-ranked 
Lady Warriors with 17 points. 
Also scoring for EC, which fell 
to 8-4 and 0-1, were Kim Cox of 
Lake, 13; Tierra Young of South 
Leake, 11; India Backstrom of 
Neshoba Central, eight; Shan- 
non Lloyd of West Lauderdale, 
six; Sara Judice of Teurlings 
Catholic High School in 





Coin (M) 76, ECCC 73 


In men’s action, sophomore 
Andrew Lewis’ three-point 
attempt to tie the contest in the 
game’s final seconds’ bounced 
off the rim and the Warrior 
rally fell short as Co-Lin came 
away with the narrow victory. 

Lewis, a former standout at 
Morton High School, had 18 
points to lead the Warriors, who 
slipped to 3-9 and 0-1. | 

Garrick Nichols also chipped 
in 11 points while Newton Coun- 
ty’s Ricardo Alcanter ahd nine 


-points. 


Ledell Eackles of Baton 
Rouge pumped in 25 points to 
Jead Co-Lin, which improved to 
7-5 and 1-0, 


Co-Lin led 35-25 at halftime. — 


East Central teams travel to 
Gulf Coast Thursday night and 
will again be on the road Mon- 
day night for a matchup with 
Jones County. The Jones County 
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From Page 1B 





contest as well as the 
remaining Monday night 
games can be heard on 
KICKS 98 (98.3 FM) with 
veteran broadcaster Melvin 
Wooten calling the action. 


ECCC (W) 71, Itawamba 56 

Shannon Lloyd and Tier- 
ra Young each pumped in 18 
points to lead the East Cen- 
tral Community College 
women to a thumping of 
Itawamba Community Col- 
lege Thursday night on the 
Fulton campus. 

The Lady Warriors, 
ranked 24th in the latest 
NJCAA poll, improved to 8- 
3 following its first win in 


i ee —— 


Kristin Chaney also con- 
tributed 12 points in the 
winning’ effort while 
Kotreece Bender had six 
points. 

The Lady Warriors held a 
36-25 advantage at the 
break. 


Itawamba (M) 75, ECCC 70 

In men’s action, East Cen- 
tral fell to the host Indians. 

The Warriors, who- 
dropped to 3-8, were led by 
Morton product Andrew 
Lewis and Andre Coleman 
of Louisville who had 13 
points apiece. 

Garrick Nichols’ of 
Thomastown and Jacquas 
Jones of Forest each 
chipped in 10 points. 

Itawamba, which 
improved to 9-3, held a slim 
41-40 advantage at half- 





Lafayette, La. four: and 2005 while the Lady Indians _ time. 

LaShaundra Harrison of slipped to 8-3. | 
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Both the men’s and 
women’s basketball teams 
at East Central Community 
College had tough weeks as 
they both went 0-2. 

The Lady Warriors lost 
66-61 to Copiah-Lincoln and 


—<—<—$—_—_—_{£§ IEE 


"1-66 to Gale Coast The 


Warriors fell 76-73 to Co-Lin 
and 84-79 to Gulf Coast. 

EC will host Hinds 
Thursday with the women’s 
game at 6 p.m. and the 
men’s set for § p.m. 
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By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
_ Staff Reporter 
East Central Community Callec, 
split a pair of basketball games with 
“yt eal Community College 
The ade ce last Thursday night. ECCC wome 
inne Lady, Wartiors took an 87-47 AAS YMG (rinuliaty 
win vt inde Menu gg ind 47 
788 Proved too much for the The East Central women Jed 46.9¢ 
Warriors as they wer mas ee Aira women led 46-26 
76 Victor, ne wil We 2s half a6 they upped their record 
It was more of the same fo 
Lady Warriors in the second half 
Hinde wd 28 Points while holdin 
inds to 19 8 
Ti 
Mead Bane Coe m4 I4 points to 
i ECCC men 76° 
__ Went up 31-19 with oat eee 
half and led 39-30 at the half 
lead Dulldogs held a 10-plus point 
East Comet Of the second half as 
~The he viationg aly 
. Cy shot the lights ait 18 ene 
ECCC couch Bill Smith, whose a 
sos fo 4-]] on the year. “] 
soit me could have cut it to five 
come hark Polit: We could ‘have 
patie back But that didn’t happen, 
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ECCC Lady Warriors, 
Warriors Defeat MCC 
Squads 


DECATUR--East Central 
Community College's 
Lady Warriors won their 
third-straight division con- 
test in grand style Thurs- 
day night as they upset 
home standing Meridian 
Community College 85-67 
and handed the Lady 
Eagles their first loss in 
league competition. The 
Warriors were also victo- 
rious over the MCC men. 
as they held on for a 90- 
87 victory. Shannon Lloyd, 
a product of West Lauder- 
dale High School, pumped 
in 20 points had 13 re- 
bounds to lead the Lady 
Warriors who improved to 
11-6 overall and 3-3 in 








APPEARED IN: 


leagie play. Also scoring 
wer: Tierra Young of 
Souh Leake, 14; Kim Cox 
of Lake, 12: Kotreece 
Berder of Newton, ||: 
Kristin Chaney of Newton 
County and India 
Backstrom of Neshoba 
Central, nine each: Sara 
Judice, a product of 
Teurlings Catholic High 
School in Lafayette, La.. 
eight; and LaSaundra 
Harrison of Union, two. J.J. 
Huggins had 16 to lead 
MCC, whichifell to 13-4 
and 5-1. East Central led 
38-37 at halftime. Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville had 
13 points to lead the War- 
riors who improved to 5- 
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12 and 2-4. Other point 
makers were Garrick 
Nichols of Thomastown 
and Terrance MeNichols 
of Gautier, 11 each: 
Chavlon Ellis of South 
Leake, 10: Ricardo 
Alcantar of Newton 
County, nine; Andrew 
Lewis of Morton, eight: 
Andre Coleman of Louis- 
ville, seven; Tawon Walker 
of Neshoba Central, six: 
Pierre Barlow of Scott 
Central and Coshune 
Bingham of Newton, five 
each; Jacquas Jones of 
Forest, three; and Ryan 
Rodgers, a product of Tri 
Cities High School in At- 
lanta, Ga., two. Jordan 
Payne had 24 points to 
lead MCC, which fell to 3- 
14 and 0-6, The Warriors 
held a 43-38 advantage at 


uled this week, ECCC 
teams host Pearl River 
Community College on 
Monday, January 31] and 
travel to Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College 
Thursday, February 3. The 
Lady Warriors and War- 
riors entertain Gulf Coast 
on Monday, February 7. 
Monday night contests can 
be heard on KICKS 98 
(98.3 FM) featuring vet- 
eran broadcaster Melvin 


Wooten. ; 


the break. In games sched- 
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East Central men let 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR — With 1-3 MACJC South Divi- 
sion records coming into Monday’s men’s con- 
test, both East Central Community College and 
Southwest Mississippi Community College were 
in effect battling for their respective seasons. 

As has often been the case this season, the 
homestanding Warriors had their chances, but 
let them slip away as the Bears headed back to 
Summit with a 56-55 victory. 

| “We had a shot,” said 
ECCC head coach Bill Smith. 
“We just missed a couple of 
shots at the end that could 
have fell just as easy as they 
got missed. 

“Again, I thought the guys 
played hard. We needed to get 
this one at home. We just an’ t get it done in the 
clutch.” 

The Warriors used an “11-0 run late in the 
first half to turn a 20-point tie into a 31-20 lead. 

Southwest returned the favor, scoring the last 
four points of the half and the first eight after 
intermission to take a 32-31 lead with a 12-0 run. 

“They switched from man-to-man to zone 
right after we did and they caught us just as off- 
guard with it as we thought we had them when 





Again, I thought the guys 
played hard. We needed to 
get this one at home. We just 
didn't get it done in the clutch. 


East Central men's coach 
Bill Smith 


we went on the 11-0 run,” Smith said. “They just 
hit some big shots there at the end and gota 
couple of offensive rebounds that were the dif- 
ference.” 

Neither team led by more than five points 
over the final 17:20. _ 

After a basket by Southwest's Kevin Ricard 
gave the Bears a 56-53 lead with 3:45 to play, nei- 
ther team scored again until ECCC’s Tawon 
Walker connected with 1:49 showing. Walker 
was unable to complete the three-point play, 
however. 

Southwest missed several opportunities to 
clinch the win. Torry Crumedy missed as the 35- 
second shot clock was going off, but Nicholas 
Stallings claimed the rebound for the Bears with 
just over a minute left. 

Crumedy misfired again with the Warriors 
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East Central men let 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR — With 1-3 MACJC South Divi- 
sion records coming into Monday's men’s con- 
test, both East Central Community College and 
Southwest Mississippi Community College were 
in effect battling for their respective seasons. 

As has often been the case this season, the 
homestanding Warriors had their chances, but 
let them slip away as the Bears headed back to 


Summit with a 56-55 victory. 
: “We had a shot,” said 
ECCC head coach Bill Smith. 


“We just missed a couple of 
A shots at the end that could 
3 have fell just as easy as they 
- got missed. 

“Again, I thought the guys 
played hard. We needed to get 
this on at coe We just i t get it done in the 


The Warriors used an 11-0 run late in the 
first half to turn a 20-point tie into a 31-20 lead. 

Southwest returned the favor, scoring the last 
four points of the half and the first eight after 
intermission to take a 32-31 lead with a 12-0 run. 

“They switched from man-to-man to zone 
right after we did and they caught us just as off- 
guard with it as we thought we had them when 





lt 
Again, I thought the guys 
played hard. We needed to 
get this one at home. We just 
didn’t get it done in the clutch. 


East Central men’s coach 
Bill Smith 


we went on the 11-0 run,” Smith said. “They just 
hit some big shots there at the end and gota 
couple of offensive rebounds that were the dif- 
ference.” | 

Neither team led by more than five points 
over the final 17:20. 

After a basket by Southwest's Kevin Ricard 
gave the Bears a 56-53 lead with 3:45 to play, nei- 
ther team scored again until ECCC’s Tawon 
Walker connected with 1:49 showing. Walker 
was unable to complete the three-point play, 
however. 

Southwest missed several opportunities to 
clinch the win. Torry Crumedy missed as the 35- 
second shot clock was going off, but Nicholas 
Stallings claimed the rebound for the Bears with 
just over a minute left. 

Crumedy misfired again with the Warriors 
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another one slip away 


getting the rebound this time. However, Walker 
missed a trey with 27 seconds left. 


Southwest’s Devin Jones missed the front 


end of a one-and-one with 25.4 seconds left, but 
Stallings picked off a Warrior pass just beyond 
midcourt. 

Crumedy missed two free throws with 17.6 
seconds remaining to give the Warriors their 
final shot at the win. 

Ricardo Alcantar missed in the lane and Ryan 
Hudson was unable to connect on the putback 
attempt. 

Walker led ECCC (4-12, 1-4) with 13 points. 
Andrew Lewis had 11, Hudson nine and Coshune 
Bingham and Terrance McNichols both had six. 

The Warriors led 31-24 at halftime. 

Southwest (8-5, 2-3) got 16 points from Jones, 
15 from Crumedy and 12 from Stallings. 


ECCC (women) 77 
Southwest 58 


The Lady Warriors kept their pdéstseason 
hopes alive with a solid second-half effért. ECCC 
aed to 10-6 overall and 2-3 in the South 

Ivision 

Clinging to a 34-32 lead, Tierra deine scored 
all six of her points to ignite a 13-2 ECCC run 
that put the Lady Warriors up 47-34 with 14:16 to 


play. 

“That's just her,” said ECCC head coach Brad 
Hodge of the freshman guard. “If she gets that 
first one, she can get on a roll pretty good. That 
was a big difference in the ballgame. That's just 
her skill level, and we try to take advantage of it 
when she starts getting her feeling.” 

A9-0 ECCC run extended the Lady Warriors’ 
lead to 65-42 with 6:34 remaining. 

Ten Lady Warriors scored, with eight having 
from six to 11 points. India Backstrom had 11, 
Kristin Chaney and Shannon Lloyd both had 10, 
Kim Cox and Sara Judice both had nine, 
Kotreece Bender eight, Aja Loveless seven and 
Young and Heather Steele both had six. 

“With this team, that’s what we've got to try to 
get,” Hodge said ‘of the scoring balance. “We 
can’t be a one-woman show. We're starting to get 
more contributions consistently on the offen- 
sive end. We're pleased with that for 20 min- 
utes.” 

Cox also had six rebounds and six assists, 
while Chaney had six steals and five assists. 
Bender had eight rebounds, Lloyd had five and 
Backstrom had four. 

Southwest (2-11, 0-5) got 14 points from 
Michelle Cochran, 12 from Yolanda Grady and 10 
from Charity Barnes. 
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EC teams both turn in 1-1 weeks 


Both East Central Community College 
basketball teams went 1-1 last week. The 
Warriors won at Jones, while the Lady 
Warriors won at home against 
Hinds. combined 

EC travels to Meridian on reports 
Thursday, then hosts Pearl River 
on Monday. #: 

¢ Jones women 87, EC 70: The Lady 
Warriors suffered their third-straight division 
loss in falling to the highly-regarded Lady 
Bobcats. | 

Sophomore Kristin Chaney of Newton 
County High School, had 24 points to lead 
EC, which slipped to 8-6 overall and 0-3 in 
league play. | 

Other EC point makers were Kotreece 


_In addition to Lewis, other Warrior scorers were Ricardo 


Bender with 12, Shannon Lloyd with 11, 
Tierra Young with nine, and Kim Cox with 
eight. | | 

Brittany Reese and Jasmine McClendon 
had 15 points each to lead Jones, 11-4. 

The Lady Bobcats led 34-32 at the break. 

* EC men 90, Jones 80: Sophomore 
Andrew Lewis. of Morton pumped in 21 
points to lead the Warriors to the Jan. 17 win 
at Ellisville. 

With the win, the Warriors earned their 
first South Division victory after sustaining 
two narrow losses — 76-73 to Copiah-Lincoln 
and 84-79 Gulf Coast. EC improved to 4-10 
overall. ' 

Continued on page 7A.... 

/ See ECCC... 


Alcantar with 14 points, Pierre Barlow with 12, Andre 
Coleman with 11, Ryan Hudson with seven, Garrick Nichols 
and Ryan Rodgers with six each, and Justin Harris with five. 

Jason Watson had 16 points to lead Jones, 8-5. The Bobcats 
held a slim 42-41 advantage at halftime. 

* EC women 84, Hinds 47: A three-game losing skid came 
to an end for the Lady Warriors, who cruised to a 37-point 
win Thursday night in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building on the Decatur campus, 

The Lady Warriors improved to 9-6 overall and 1-3 in the 
South Division. Hinds fell to 3-11 and 0-4. ~ 

Tierra Young of South Leake led EC in scoring with 14 
points. Shannon Lloyd, Kristin Chaney, and Aja Loveless 
each had eight; LaSaundra Harrison, Kim Cox, and Kotreece 
Bender each had seven; and Sara Judice and India Backstrom 
both had six. 

LaShawnda Pryor led Hinds with 11 points. 

EC held a 46-28 advantage at halftime. _ 
af Sere sei i? ae es improved to 4-0 in the divi- 
sion and 9-5 overall with Thursday’s win at I 
seein ee) y's win at Decatur. EC fell 
és Yi Pes sige were Andrew Lewis and Tawon 
aiker with 16 each, Ryan Hudson with nine, Garrick 
APPEARED IN: Nichols with eight, Pierre Barlow with seven; Ryan Rodgers 

with six, and Ricardo Alcantar with five. 
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ECCC sweeps pair at Meridian 


The East Central Community College bas- 
ketball teams took a pair of MACJC South 
Division wins at Meridian 
Community College Thursday Combined 
night. The Lady Warriors also sii 
beat Southwest Mississippi ear- 
lier in the week. 

The Lady Warriors improved to 11-6 over- 
all and 3-3 in the division. The EC men are 5- 
12 and 2-4. 

* EC women 77, Southwest 58: The Lady 
Warriors cruised past Southwest on Jan. 24 at 
Decatur. 


India Backstrom had 11 points to lead the 
Lady Warriors, who improved to 10-6 overall 
and 2-3 in division action. Other point mak- 
ers were Shannon Lloyd and Kristin Chane 
with 10 each, Kim Cox and Sara Judice with 
nine each, Kotreece Bender with eight, Aja 
Loveless with seven, and Heather Steele and 
Tierra Young with six each. 

EC held a slim 32-30 advantage at halftime. 

Michelle Cochran had 14 points to lead 
Southwest (2-11, 0-5). 

- Continued on page 9A... 

See ECCC... 





ECCC... 


Continued from 8A... 

« Southwest men 56, EC 
55: The Warriors dropped 
another close contest after 
Ryan Hudson's potential 
game-winning tip in would 
not fall as time was expiring 
and Southwest held on for 
the one-point victory. 

EC dropped to 4-12 and 1- 
4. Tawon Walker was the 
leading scorér for EC as he 
pumped in 13 points. Also 
scoring were Andrew Lewis 
with 11, Hudson with nine, 
Terrance MeNichols and 
Coshune Bingham with six 
each, and Ricardo Alcantar 
with five. 

Devin Jones had 16 points 
for the Bears, who improved 
to 8-5 and 2-3. 

EC led 31-24 at the break. 

* EC women 85, Merid- 
ian 67:Shannon  Lioyd 
scored 20 points and had 13 
rebounds as EC handed 


overall and 3-3 in league 
play. Aliso scoring were 
Tierra Young with 14 points, 
Kim Cox with 12, Kotreece 
Bender with 11, Kristin 
Chaney and India Backstrom 
with nine each, and Sara 
Judice with eight. 

J.J. Huggins had 16 to 
eos MCC, which fell to.13-4 
and 5-1. | 

EC led 38-37 at halftime. 

¢ EC men 90, Meridian 
87: Ryan Hudson had 13 
points to lead the Warriors 
who improved to 5-12 and 2- 
4. 

Other point makers were 


Garrick Nichols and Terrance 


McNichols with 11. each, 
Chavlon Ellis with 10, 
Ricardo Alcantar with nine, 
Andrew Lewis with eight, 
Andre Coleman with seven, 
Tawon Walker with six, and 
Pierre Barlow and Coshune 
Bingham with five each. 
Jordan Payne had 24 
points to lead MCC, which 




















INI: ion | sl] to 3-14 and 0-6. 

APPEARS That saMiniciae ee The Wartiors held a 43-38 
| EC improved. to 11-6 advantage at the break. 
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ECCC women keep division win streak alive 


The East Central Community 
College Lady Warriors picked up their 
fourth and fifth straight South 
Division wins last week as they 
defeated Pearl River and Co-Lin. 

ECCC defeated Pearl River at 
home last Monday night, 64-51, and 
then took a close 61-55 victory at Co- 
Lin. 

Those victories helped put the 
Lady Warriors back in the chase for 
the State Tournament which only 
takes the top four teams from each 
division. ECCC, the defending state 
and Region 23 champion, dropped its 
first three division games but now 
‘stands at 5-3 in the South and 13-6 
overall. 

Gulf Coast, which leads the divi- 
sion with 6-1 record, was to visit 
-EMCC Monday night. Co-Lin, which 
was the second place team, now has 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 


three losses following the ECCC 


game 

Things didn’t go as well for the 
ECCC men as they lost to PRCC 90- 
71, and Co-Lin 79-70, 


ECCC women 64 
Pearl River 51 


Kim Cox of Lake was the leading 
scorer for EC against Pearl River, as 
she pumped in 14 points. Also scoring 
were Kotreece Bender of Newton 
with 12, Kristin y of Newton 
County with 11, and doin Lloyd 
of West Lauderdale and India 
Backstrom of Neshoba Central with 
both scoring nine. 

Carmen Labat had 17 points to 
lead the Lady Wildcats, who fell to 9- 
9 and 2-5. 

East Central held a 39-23 advan- 
tage at the break. 
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ECCC women 61 
Co-Lin 55 


The Lady Warriors led 33-25 at the 
half and held on for the victory. 

Shannon Lloyd scored 15 points to 
lead ECCC while Kristen Chaney 
added 12 and Tierra Young scored 10. 


Pearl River 90 
ECCC men 71 


Pearl River jumped out to a 37-26 
halftime lead and held on for the vic- 


Terrance McNichols of Gautier 
and Tawon Walker of Neshoba 
Central both scored 15 points to lead 
the Warriors while Andre Coleman of 
Louisville added 12. Ricardo Alcantar 
of Newton County added 10. 

Alton Robinson of Hattiesburg 


CARTHAGINIAN 





pumped in 36 points to lead Pearl 
River, which improved to 10-8 and 4- 
3. 


Co-Lin 79 
ECCC men 70 
The Warriors led 33-32 at the half, 
only to see the Wolves rally and take 
the victory in the second half. 

Ryan Hudson led the Warriors 
with 15 points, while Tawon Walker 
and Garrick Nichols each scored 11 
points. The ECCC men fall to 5-15 
overall and 2-6 in the South Division. 

The ECCC teams have two home 
games this week as they were to host 
Gulf Coast on Monday night and 
Jones County Junior College on 
Thursday. 
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Staughter of Newton County; and (back 

freshman forward Jacquas row, from left) assistant coach Kevin | 

Ga.), sophomore center ~donpserbisaeg freshman forwards Chavion Ellis hear omega gonrd Andee Coleen of Louisville, 
Ciisisiin: ndlizan' of Not Louisville, freshman center Derrick Harris of Los Angel er 
Noxubee County and head coach Billy Smith Ryan Rodgers of Tri Cities (Atlanta, Ga), freshman guard plosenwny toni ai 
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East Central splits with Gulf 


The East Central Community Colle 
a ae. | i e 
Lady Warriors went 1-1 in last ols asker 


ball action. 


week with a 14-7 overall reco 


son play and defending their state and 


#3 Region 23 titles. 
They entered oe from Pm slipped to 16-4 and 7-2. 
and a 6-4 MACI Tietze School tin Chaney led EC with 18 oints. 
mark. ASIC South Division reports Other point makers were Tierra Young with 


_ The ECmen lost to both Gulf Coast and 
Jones as they dropped to 5-16 overall and 2-8 


in the division. 


Be EC women 65, Gulf Coast 55: After trail- 
ing 28-20 at halftime, the Lady Warriors ee 
on a 24-4 run and pounded South Division 
Mississippi Gulf 
College on Feb. 7 at Decatur. 
With the win, the EC women improved to 
14-6 overall and 6-3 in division play and 
moved a step closer to qualifying for postsea- 


leader 
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Coast Community 


halftime advan 
the visiting Bul 

_ Ryan Hudson and Andrew Lewis each had 
15 points for the Warriors, who slipped to 5- 
15 overall and 2-7 in division play. Also scor- 
ing were Ricardo Alcantar and Tawon Walker 


15, India Backstrom with 11, Kotreece Bender 
aoe me 3 i and Shannon Lloyd five, 
nica ; ) ry acs ra . ‘ 
ieee er pumped in 16 points to 
* Gulf Coast men 99, 
Warriors were unable to maintain their 45-36 
tage as they fell in overtime to 
Idogs. 


EC 95 (OT): The 


Coast, drops. two to Jones 


with 11 each, Garrick Nichols and Andre 
Coleman with nine:each, and Jacques Jones 
and Terrance McNichols with eight each. 

A.J. Magee scored 34 points to lead Gulf 
Coast, which improved to 15-5 and 7-2. 

The game was tied 86-86 at the end of reg- 
ulation. 

* Jones women 71, EC 63: The EC women 
saw their six-game win streak come to an end 
Thursday night at Decatur. 

Kotreece Bender and Shannon Lloyd had 
14 points each to lead EC which fell to 14-7 
overall and 6-4 in South Division action. Also 
scoring were Kim Cox with 12, Kristin 
Chaney eight, India Backstrom seven, and 
Sara Judice five. 

Brittany Baham had 28 points to lead the 
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Lady Bobcats who improved to 16-6 and 8-2. 
Jones had previously beaten the Lady 
Warriors by 17 points at Ellisville. 

Jones led 33-27 at halftime. 

* Jones men 94, EC 72: Tawon Walker and 
Coshune Bingham each had 11 points to lead 
the Warriors, whose record fell to 5-16 and 2- 
8 with Thursday’s homecourt loss. : 

Other scorers were Andrew Lewis with 10, 
Garrick Nichols with seven, Ricardo Alcantar 
and Chavion with six each, and Ryan 
Hudson and Terrance MeNichols with four 
each, | 

Dwight Tolbert purhped in 18 points to 
lead the Bobcats who improved ta 11-9 and 4- 
6. 

EC trailed 40-32 at the break. 
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WARRIORS HONORED WITH LETTER JACKETS 


Sophomore members of the East Central Community College Warrior basketball team received special recognition and were present: — 
ed letter jackets during the group's last home game on Feb. 21 against Meridian Community College. Pictured are (from left) student 
assistant Perry Truss, Ryan Hudson, Garrick Nichols, Andrew Lewis of Morton, Ryan Rogers and head coach Billy Smith. 
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ECCC All-Star 
East Central Community College standout basketball player Andrew Lewis 
(right) of Morton represented the Warriors in the MACIJC All-Star Basketball 
Games held Saturday, April 16 at Choctaw Central High School in Choctaw. 
Lewis, shown with Warrior head coach Billy Smith, scored two points in the 
annual matchup, which was won 129-99 by the North squad. East Central 
serves as host of the All-Star basketball games. Other sponsors are the Pear! 


River Resort, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, Pepsi and Mississippi 


air! 


Sports Medicine. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Warrior Basketball Award Winners 


These members of the East Central Community College men’s basketball team received honors at the 2005 Spring 
Sports Awards Banquet held in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria on the Decatur campus. Seated from left are Ricardo 
Alcantar of Newton County, hustle award; Andre Coleman of Louisville, Warrior Award; and Jacquas Jones of 
Forest, most improved. Standing from left are Andrew Lewis of Morton, best offensive player; Ryan Hudson of 
Louisville, best rebounder; and Coshune Bingham of Newton, Newcomer of the Year. The awards were presented 
by Warrior head coach Billy Smith. (EC Photo) 
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Hampton tabbed to week or__“I-[2* S 
take over Warriors’ 
basketball ‘program: 


Tae Manes wl athciatis begin practice co Oct 1 
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By RYAN SATCHER 
Staff Keporte r 


The East Central Community College 
men will use depth and experience this bas 
ketball season to compete in the strong 
south Division, 

The Warriors return six sophomores and 
have three transfers joining the squad this 
year. 

“We have a lot of depth and we are pret- 
ty athletic,” said East Central coach Steve 
Hampton. "| think we have a chance to do 
some things.” 

According to Hampton, the team has 
good experience at guard this season. 

Ricardo Alcantar of Newton County 
returns at guard along with Peirre Barlow of 
Scott Central and Andre Coleman of 
Louisville. 

Sophomore Terrance McNichols also 
returns to play guard for the Warriors this 
SCasON, 

fast Central also has a pair of sopho- 
mores returning on the inside this year. 

"We've got some experience at point 
guard,” said Hampton. 

Forest's Jacquas Jones and former 
Newton High standout Coshune Bingham 
give the Warriors experience on the inside. 

Joining East Central this season will be 
several transfers that should help give the 
Warriors even more experience. 


ist Central Warriors hope ele 

































mtiors, epeys off 


for the Warriors this year and 

7 Green should also see playing time 
a. ( Central in his first year with the 
rhe Pansies opened up the season on 
Youd last week with a victory over 
lines Community College. 
We-dia s good job," said Hampton, "It's 
P fy in the South division and that was a 
i mime for us." 

iF ¢é Warriors will try to use their depth to 
tm vantage in a fast-paced game. 
Ve like to run," said Hampton, "It will 
Mefit us because of our depth. We want to 
| pressure on people with our defense. We 
me going to try to get transition buckets 
ith our depth and quickness." 
According to Hampton, he likes his 
i's chances if they can avoid injuries. 
"| think we can compete,” Hampton said. 
it we say healthy and eligible I think we 
tu nd a good chance of being right in the 


Team members include, seated from left are guards Mike Presendiou, fiimy 
Alcantar, Pierre Barlow, Andre Coleman, Caleb Pearson and Earnestoa 
forwards Jacquas Jones, Johnny Hodge and Terrance McNichols; and £3 
Kyshawn Young; standing from left are assistant coach Brandon Cornelius, of “ dle “a things ary oe of eas y a ace hid 
dent assistant Chase Slaughter, forwards Rodney Turner, Coshune Binghve wee 2 er Ti eins = : tom 
Brian Johnson, Odell Carter, Paul Milligan and Sam Walton, student asel kin Oe ee ee 


the Warriors will try to prepare for tough 
Curtez Weathers and head coach Steve Hampton. uth division play against Pearl River, Gulf 


Co ast and Hinds will tough early tests 
| st Bevill State and north division foes. 
bp) e Playing north division teams will get us 
‘ for after Christmas," said 


Paul Milligan is a 6-foot-6 forward that squad this season. 
should help the squad. Johnny Hodge will "I'm expecting good things from 
play wing for the Warriors and joins the freshmen," said Hampton. "All of 
team from Tyler Texas. played well against Holmes." 

Several freshmen should also help the Brian Johnson and Sam Walton will py 
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From apeotal reports 
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each tallied 11 points. 


oor head coneh Steve Other point makers were Rod- 

| Thanet and Hie Mast Central ney Turner of Forest Hill with 

| a ywontty College mena bas 10 points; Brian Johnson of 

| Hil ll dea ipod i ell ory RFit kson Provine with eight 

| ie seneon following a G7. Paul Milligan of Chillicothe HS 

T wii Vielury over Maat in Vernon, Texas with sevén; 

) litetton! Community Collage Johnny Hodge of Quaclita 

, may ation bo thie Ara Parish in Monroe, La., {ive: 

(}) jae Wawel Tiveteal filuention Coshune Bingham of Newfon, 

' iii on the Decatur cam five; Ricardo Alcantar of New- 

TY ton County, four; and Pierre Bar- 

Vie daly Werke ial by low of Seott Central, Andre 

wet vewr bom jentor Willy Coleman of Louisville and Odell 
Ylth — oeted (he le Tipit w in at 


iby: YouUuD Beery hy HL 
(he Host Mississippl women oo 


Mi) 


freshmen btarnesto Green ol 
Jackson Provine and Sam Wal 
ton of Jackson Lanier were top 
as they 


scorers for the EC men 


ECCC-Holmes apt 

Johny Hodes eiving layeup 
at the bow Tifbed Paat Central 
toon OO win aver THatiiea Com 
munity Ole ili) Gee 
cajmeonves Cea path) yi iele 

V tev tones gyeeagagieed te oinie to 
TORE 
polw tie by iol ey iT wey Wal 
iy 14 Abpgeete 1 AT) ret 


hii 


Curtor of Jagkson Provinu, two 
onch } 


halftime and the score wag dead- 
looked ut 67-67 at the.end of reg- 
ation 


Se ECCC. Nive 4B 


In games scheduled this week, 
Kast Central squads traveled to 
Bevill State in Jasper, Ala., on 
Monday, and will host Northeast 
Mississippi Community College 
on Thursday. 

he Lady Warriors and War- 
riors entertain Holmes Commu- 
nity College on Monday, Nov. 15. 

Tipatt times are 6 p.m. for the 
women's contest, with men’s 
ation eeheduled to follow at 8 
pin 


Hirst Mississippi led 3180 at) | 





| ROBBIE ROBERT HONTHE NEWTON FIEGC | 
East Central’s Ricardo Alcanter drives past an East Mississipp! defende: 
during Saturday afternoon's victory in Decatul 


After trailing. 27-20_ at the 
break, the Lady Warriors 
outscored Kast Mississippi by a 
‘44h marein to claim the easy 
Victor's 

Saphomore | Saundra Harri 
on of Union was the leading 
KHOOriy li ii hast Central, as she 
ernped in 14 points. 

\jan scoring were Shannon 
ijovd of West Lauderdale, 10; 
\yiven Dubose of Newton Coun- 
ty with nine; Sara Judice of 
Twurlings Catholic Hs in 
Lafayette, La., eight; Jessica 
Anderson of Newton, Six, 
Valerie Harris of Lake and Elyse 
Clay of Scott Central, four each; 
and Heather Steele of Nanih 
Waiva and Amanda Schmidt of 
Carthage. two each 
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Johnson, 11 e8 
sever. ‘Turner, 
ihree; and Green 
of Forest and ‘ 
chols of Gautier 
ton led EC in 
eight, 
Holmes led 42- 
In women's a 
tral fell 79-67 tc 
Bulldogs. 
Dubose led EC 
followed by Ha 
who each talliec 
scoring were 
Lloyd, seven; St 
four each; Ro: 
Newton, three; | 
of Jackson Pre 
Massey of East. 
two each; ani 
Anderson, one ¢ 
East Central 
break 
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ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
East Central's Sam Walton looks to blow past a Holmes defender. 
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Warriors 





Holmes 


to remain unbeaten 


From special reports - 





The East Central Community 


College men improved to 5-0 
Monday night following the War- 
riors’ 78-65 decision over Holmes 
Community College in the Brac- 
keen-Wood Physical Education 
Building on the Decatur campus. 

Sam Walton, a freshman for- 
ward and former standout at 
Lanier High School in Jackson, 
was the leading scorer for East 


Central, which is off to its best 


start in recent memory under 
first-year head coach Steve 
Hampton. 
Earnesto Green of Provine 
added 12 points for ECCC, 
Richard Griffin of Jackson 
had 19 points to lead the Bull- 


dozs, who fell to 2-3. 

Kast Central, which led 38-26 at 

iiftime, recorded its second vic- 
téry over Holmes this season, 
The Warriors clipped the Bull 
dogs 90-88 in the season-opener 
on Hodge’s game-winning layup 
at the buzzer. 

In women’s action, East Cen- 
tral could not maintain its slim 
lead at halftime as the Lady Bull 
dogs rallied for a 60-55 victory. 

The Lady Warriors, who fell to 
2-3 under first-year head coach 
Billy Smith, were led by West 
Lauderdale’s Shannon Lloyd 
with 13 points. 

Angie Bounds of Pearl River, 


See ECCC, Page 4B 
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ua., tallied 17 points to 
lead = =Holmes, which 
improved to 4-0. 

EC squads travel to East 
Mississippi in Scooba 
Thursday night in hopes 
for a season sweep of their 
longtime rivals. The Lady 
Warriors cruised to a 59-45 
victory and the Warriors 
held on for a 67-63 decision 
in games played Nov 5 in 
Decatur. The Lady War- 
riors and Warriors host 
Mississippi Delta Satur- 
day: night and travel to 
Itawamba Monday. 


ECCC (Men) 75, 

Northeast 68 

_ Sophomore guard Ricar- 
do Alcantar’s clutch free- 
throws in the game’s final 
moments helped send the 
Warriors past Northeast 
last Thursday. Alcantar, a 
product of Newton Coun- 
ty High School, made all 


four of his attempts at the” 


free-throw line. Alcantar 


also shared top-scoring 


— with Green as 
ayers pumped in 12 





Northeast 72, 
ECCC (W) 65 

In women’s action, East 
Central fell by nine to the 
visiting Lady Tigers. 

Andrea Dubose, a fresh- 
man product of Newton 
County High School, had 
15 points to lead the Lady 
Warriors. LaSaundra Har- 
rison of Union tallied 12 
points and Jessica Ander- 
son of Newton scored 
eight. 

Jessica Hooker of 
Brownsville, Tenn.., tallied 
19 points to lead North- 
east, which improved to 3- 
0. Northeast led 40-34 at 
the break. 


ECCC sweeps Bevill State 
The Warriors and Lady 
Warriors recorded victo- 
ries over Bevill State Com- 
munity College Nov. 7 on 
the Jasper, Ala., campus. 
The ECCC men — behind 
Walton’s 16 points 
‘ertiised to an 87-67 victory, 
while the 2 ECCC women 


won a 68-55 decision. 











iow: 12: Johnson, 10; Hodge 
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7 ghia «= Warriors is a rematch with Holmes 
Gay November 14 in the Brackeen- 
Aries Duewe a segihemere $= past the Bulldogs 90-88 while the 
Schoo esi 5 gues ar leaf ee in the scason-opener for both 











| Sep ofition by traveling to Mississippi 
1 improved to 3-0 __Sissippi Community College in 
IM Northeast led 4( e on Thursday, Déc.8. 
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| Warriors tak 
EMCC on h 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 


SCOOBA — East Central Community ¢ «) 
lege took a pair of non-division baskcilwl) 

aN iT ee wins over host East Mississippi Commuiiity 
mb ‘} a asa sday night at the Keyes 1. Cust) 7} DS - each had 12. Alcantar finishe (| \ 

In the women’s game, the Lady Warr) 7 ight, Johnson had seven and Cosh 
evened their record at 3-3 with a 57-51 win, | Bingham six. h 60. but we're notipha 

In the men’s contest, the Warriors upjon I'm happy ie h 4 4 yn Gee Hem 
their record to 6-0 with an 82-70 victory. very good,” ECCC head coach steve Many 

wiid. “We’re not finishing games like 
ECCC men 82 should. We’re making too many ¢1 
EMCC 70 turnovers. We don’t execute in the half-c 

é ike should. 

The Warriors took a 36-30 lead into hwi) ie sane a tot of improvementete dd. 
time and extended their lead to 55-41 oO yn positive thing about it is we're 6-0, 
dunk by Sam Walton with 11:53 to play. "never going to be satisfied, but I think 
_ The Lions roared back, closing the deli fan do a whole lot better than we're dc 
ar oes tors by Der defeeive inet tong wa 

ie dae = | didn’t thi t after it like we s 

_ Brian Johnson halted the Lions’ comebiw) re si in the South Division, v 
bid with a 3-pointer from the top of the lw) going to have to get a whole lot better.” 


PHOTO BY KYLE CARTER / THE MERIDIAN STAR . ie] 
with 6:49 to go. EMCC, 2-4, got 15 points from Corn 


















2 two from 


jallending and the Lions were whistled f 
chnical foul for slapping the backbos 
ficardo Alcantar made both free throws f 
§-58 ECCC lead. 

_ Walton led the Warriors with 18 poi 
irnesto Green, Johnny Hedge and Rod 
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| FOULED | The Warriors sealed the win with See Warriors 
East Central Community College’s Andre Coleman (14) goes up for a shot and is fouled by showing when they were awarded a baske! oi BS Plhaenat Late Pa 
East Mississippi's Lee Nelson during the second half of their game on Thursday night. Page B4 
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bee ‘ nning ay- 
alas In women’s action, East 
Central could not maintain 
LAKE its 


up at 


Y 
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SCO for a 60-55 victory. . 
1¢ Lady Warriors, wt 
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The La T 
UNI|Ofell to 2-3 under first-year 


head coach Billy Smith, 
WINSwere led by West 
Lauderdale’s Shannon 
SPIR Lloyd with 13 points. 
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f irs 4 
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slim lead at halftime as. 
the Lady Bulldogs rallied — 


Terrance McNichols 






>. aol rs i 4 > ‘ 
sday 


ae: 


Brackeen-Wood _ 
Decatur campus. 

- Alcantar; a product: 
Newton County Hy 
School, made all four of his 


‘line as the Warriors 


improved to 4-0 under first- 


- Hampton, © | 
_. Alcantar also shared to 
scoring honors with fres 





‘Education Building on the 


“attempts at the free-throw 
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we to 5-0 


man Earnesto Green of 


~Jackson Provine as both 


players pumped in 12 


Other scorers for EC were 
Rodney Turner of Forest 
Hill and.Sam Walton of 
pie of Chillocothe 

in. Vernon, TX, oat 
a) 
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year head coach Steve 19 points to lead Northe 
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EC teams sweep EMCC 


Kast Central Community 
College's Warriors improved to 
6-0 following an 82-70 victory 
and season sweep over long- 
time rival East Mississippi 
Community College, and the 
Lady Warriors held on for a 57- 
51 win over the Lady Lions in 
non-division action held Thurs- 
day night at Keyes T. Currie 
Coliseum on the Scooba cam- 
pus, 

Freshman Sam Walton, a 6- 
6 forward and former standout 
at Lanier High School in Jack- 
son, had 18 points to lead the 
unbeaten Warriors under first- 
year head coach Steve Hamp- 
ton. 

Also scoring were Earnesto 
Green of Jackson Provine, 
Rodney Turner of Forest Hill 
and Johnny Hodge, a product 
of Quachita Parish HS in Mon- 
roe, La., 12 each; 

Ricardo Alcantar of Newton 
County, eight: Brian Johnson 
of Provine, seven; Coshune 
Bingham of Newton, six; 
Jacquas Jones of Forest, three; 
and Andre Coleman of 
Louisville and Paul Milligan of 
Chillicothe HS in Vernon, TX, 
two each, 

Cornelius Miles of Meridian 
had 20 points to lead EMCC, 
which fell to 3-3. 

The Warriors held a 36-27 
advantage at the break. 


East Central defeated the 


Lions 67-63 in early season 
action on the Decatur campus. 
Sophomore Sara Judice of 


Teurlings Catholic HS in 
Lafayette, La., pumped in 14 
points to lead the Hast Central 
women who snapped a two- 
game skid to improve to 3-3 
under first-year head mentor 
Billy Smith. 

Other point makers were 
Andrea Dubose of Newton 
County, 18; LaSaundra Harri- 
son of Union, nine; Shannon 
Lloyd of West Lauderdale, 
eight; Dominetrix Hunter of 
Philadelphia and Jessica 


Anderson of Newton, four 
each; Valerie Harris of Lake 
and Elyse Clay of Seott Cen- 
tral, two each; and Tamika 
Triplett of Sebastopol, one. 

Jennifer Jones of Starkville 
had 16 points'to lead East Mis- 
sissippi, which fell to 3-4. 

Kast Central led 34-23 at 
halftime. 

The Lady Warriors also 
swept their season series with 
the Lady Lions, having earlier 
posted a 59-45 decision. 
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The Warriors held a 36-27 advantage at 


season series with the Lady Lions, hiav- 


East Central men remain unbeaten, now 8-0 on seasol 





East Central Community College’s 
Warriors improved to 6-0 following an 82- 
70 victory and season sweep over long- 
time rival East Mississippi Community 
College, and the Lady Warriors held on 
for a 57-51 win over the Lady Lions in 
non-division action held Thursday night 
at Keyes T. Currie Coliseum on the Scoo- 
ba campus. 

Freshman Sam Walton, a 6-6 forward 
and former standout at Lanier High 
School in Jackson, had 18 points to lead 
the unbeaten Warriors under first-year 
head coach Steve Hampton. 

Also scoring were Earnesto Green of 
Jackson Provine, Rodney Turner of For- 
est Hill and Johnny Hodge, a product of 
Quachita Parish HS in Monroe, La., 12 
each; Ricardo Alcantar of Newton Coun- 
ty, eight; Brian Johnson of Provine, 
seven; Coshune Bingham of Newton, six; 

Cornelius Miles of Meridian had 20 
points to lead EMCC, which fell to 3-3. 


the break. 


ECCC (W) 57, EMCC 51 

Sophomore Sara Judice of Teurlings 
Catholic HS in Lafayette, La., pumped in 
14 points to lead the East Central women 
who snapped a two-game skid to improve 
to 3-3 under first-year head mentor Billy 
Smith 

Other point makers were Andrea 
Dubose of Newton County, 13; LaSaundra 


Harrison of Union, nine; Shannon Lloyd 


of West Lauderdale, eight; Dominetrix 
Hunter of Philadelphia and Jessica 


Anderson of Newton, four each; Valerie — 


Harris of Lake and Elyse Clay of Scott 
Central, two each; and Tamika Triplett of 


Sebastopol, one. 


Jennifer Jones of Starkville had 16 
points to lead East Mississippi, which fell 
to 3-4. 

Kast Central led 34-23 at halftime. 

The Lady Warriors also swept their 











ing earlier posted a 59-45 decision, 


- 
ECCC (M) 68, Itawamaba 60 

The East Central men improved to 8-0 
on the season and handed Itawamba 
their first loss with an eight-point vic 

East Central led 34-31 at the half. 
Johnny Hodge led East Central with T8 — a  . 
points while Earnesto Green and Bryan Shee S a 
| | ‘ick West Lauderdale, Newton, ‘Neshob Ce 
Johnson each had 10 points apiece, tral, haere Scott he pre, Enter 


ues Hearty Saturd rf Dec. 3 
: a : er eee ce College in 















Itawamba, 5-1, was led by Titus Penfo — 
and Jason Elzie with 12 points apiece, 


ECCC (W) 63, Itawamba 52 
‘Shannon Lloyd scored 20 points as the 
West Lauderdale product helped the. 
Lady Warriors to an 11-point victory. 
East Central used a strong second Half. 
to take the win after trailing 29-28 al the 
half. 
LaSaundra Harrison was second An | i 


Capea « will he held at the of ae 
ti _een-Wood Physical seep Buildi ing’ 


oF nals are scheduled at 7p m. (girls) 


i ae 30 p.m. Bi fis tu om ion as 
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of Provine, seven; Andre Coleman of 
‘Louisville, Coshune Bingham of Newton and 
Paul Milligan of Chillicothe in Vernon, Tex., 
six each; Ricardo Alcantar of Newton County, 
Rodney Turner of Forest Hill and Johnny 
Hodge of Quachita Parish in Monroe, La., 


four each; and Mike Presendieu of New 
Dimensions in Orlando, Fla., three. 


The Scott County delegation on the team 


woke. failed to sink shots on this match 








JOURNAL 





up. 
Northeast, which improved to 7-3, led 41-30 


at halftime. 


East Central defeated the Tigers 75-68 in 


_ early season action. 


eee 

The Lady Warriors of East Central did not 

fare as well either in their match with the 
Northeast. 





ds Fall to Northeast Tigers 


Lauderdale, nine; Sara Judice of Teurling: 
Catholic in Lafayette, La., six; Valerie Harri. 
of Lake, Dominetrix Hunter of Philadelphia 


. Andrea Dubose of Newton County and Elysi 


Clay of Scott Central, four each. 
alsa Eaity ee eee Nanit 





two each; and Tamika Triplet of Sebasto 
and Constance Hayes of Jackson Provine, on 


The Lady Tigers, ranked 19th in the lates! 
NJCAA. poll, led 37-26 at the break anc 
improved to 7-1 following the nondivis: 
matchup. 





Northeast earlier defeated the Lady 
Warriors 72-63 in Decatur. 


Tip-off 1 ig are Hee p.m. n. (women) and 8 p.m. 
(men). 
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Joy Cavenaugh is the most recent addition to the new women's soccer team recently estab- 
lished at East Central Community College in Decatur. Cavenaugh, a 5-9 keeper and former 
standout at Newton County High School, is shown’signing a national letter of intent as her par- 
ents Rick and Linda Cavenaugh, and ECCC soccer coach Kenneth Thompson look on. While a 
member of the Lady Gougar soccer team, Cavenaugh was named to the All-State and All-Dis- 
trict tearns and received a defensive player award. She was also a member of the slow-pitch 
and fast-pitch softball squads. Cavenatigh is also a freshman pitcher on the ECCC fast-pitch 


softball team. 
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Members of the recently. 
organized women’s soccer team and 
additions to the men’s soccer squad 
for 2005 at East Central Community 
College in Decatur have been 
announced by head coach Kenneth 
Thompson. 

Lady Warrior signees 
include Maggie McDill and Joy 
Cavenaugh, both products of Newton 
County High School: Samantha 
Giambrone, Celeste Burt, Briana 
Stinson and Jerica Williamson, all of 
Neshoba Central; Heather Lewis and 
Danyell Taylor, both of East Central; 


0 Brittany Harper, Southeast 
APPEARED IN 
LAKE MESSENGER : 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


UNION APPEAL _ 





Lauderdale; Alisia Perry, Morton; and 
Jaimee Jones, Nanih Waiya. 

Also expected to join the 
Lady Warriors are LaKeisha Neely of 
George County, Chelsea Brown of 
Stone County, and Sarah Williamson 
and Ashley Tolbert, both of Neshoba 
Central. Warrior signees include Alex 
Deason of Philadelphia; Jared Wabel 


and David Harmond, both of Stone 
County: P. J. Harvey, Laurel; Reid 


Whittington, Blakney Brown and 
Zachary Bullock, all of East Central; 
Vance Taylor, Quitman; Kale Gardner, 
Wayne County; Nick Shanks, 


CARTHAGINIAN 
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Philadelphia; and Daniel Marshall, 
Newton County. 

Also expected to join the 
Soccer Warriors are Richard Mann, 
Florence; Pablo Gomez, St. Stanislaus 
(originally from Madrid, Spain); [van 
Garcia, Scott Central; and Jason 
Murphy, Brandon. 

Returning Warriors are 
Taylor Nichols and Micah Lanier, both 
of Newton County: Zach Joiner, 
Carthage: Jason Lopez, Forest; Daniel 
Warren, Clarkdale; Kyle Vowell, 
Austin Herrington and Zach 
Kilpatrick, all of Neshoba Central; and 
Mitch Myers, McLaurin. 
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team for 2005 


Neshoba Central High School 
soccer standout Randy Bankston is 
the most recent addition to the 
2005 soccer squad at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. 

| Bankston. a 5-foot-7, 165- 
pound forward, scored four goals 
and had six assists for the Rockets 
last year- 

He was a four-year member of 
the Neshoba Central soccer team 
and also played football and base- 
ball. . 
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Jones of ‘Nanih Waiya; and 
Chelsea Brown of Stone High 





Thompson predicted the men's 
team will be "really competitive," 
and should improve on last year's 
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pier kh 
one assist: forward Kyle Vowell of 


Neshoba Central, sore woes 





pard Spor Award 
in Skene aie eke tan 


the award again in 2005," 


Thompson said. 
Top freshmen squad cuthers 
include goalkeeper Pablo 
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Remaining matches in 
September include home contests 
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Waituseday | ‘Septeniber’ 28 for 


matches scheduled at 1 and 3 p.m. on 
the slept campus, ya 

- Thompson said fotueebes 
scheduled with Mississippi Delta 
Community College on August 31, 
Itawamba Community College on 
‘September 2 and Holmes Comr | 
College on September 7 have Been 
cancelled. Contests scheduled in 
September with Copiah-Lincoln, 
Jones and Pearl River will be sicsiay 












revised Octobe: 





home matche vith Dexa! River at 
and 3 p.m. on Wednesday, October 
12; Meridian Community College at 9 
and |] a.m.on Saturday, October 15; 

Gulf Coast at 1 and 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
October tees att pe. 
itiRokd : dade Pr 





are 


scheduled with Co-Lin at | and 3 p.m. 
on Tuesday, October 4; Jones County 
at | and 3 p.m. on Friday, October 7: 
Pearl River at 2 and 4 p.m. Monday, 
October 10; and GulfCoast at 1 and 3. 
p.m. Tuesday,October18. 
Kor “more ——— 








22ST E5ED 

ASS WESSEWSS> | CARTHAGINIAN - 
SCOTT COUNTY TES ; NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
OR SSS NEWTON RECORD 
WINS IN TOL SOL MERIDIAN STAR 
SEIT OF BOSTON ~ | CLARION-LEDGE= 





—_—$————_———EE 


APPEARED | 


SFT OF we 


WEEK OF | 




















her second goal of the match when her 
seeruacet th a de! ender and into — 





< __ Howard ta ied nected ‘goal fon a 
=< hat trick in the 69th minute, scoring off 

m Rerancand! and Harris netted her second 
goal atthe 76-minute mark. _ 
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“drills. and working as a team,” 
‘Howard said. “We have really pulled 
ogether and are working well together.” 





"sluggish start to tally all three of its 
eeuce's a nine-minute span. 
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BATTLE FOR THE BALL 


Meridian Community College's Sally Kerstetter, 
—_ Kristina Moore (12) and Joy Cavenaugh (18) comes in too defend. 
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“It is almost like it was the first game of the an important division game, but 


season,” said ECCC soccer coach _Kenneth you have to do.” 


k ‘for a 50 
jandro. Alvarado, andl 
the scoring with a goal in the match’s 


~ use tae 3 goal Deets lke we haveliad jreseason all: 
—> over again, and we have worked a lot on 


MCC shook off a _ 


right, battles for control as East Central’s 
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in ie 2 50th minute, and Morie tallied the match’s 19th minute. 


The Eagles’ Deran Wilson tallied the 
second goal at the oe mark 
scoring off a crossing pass from Ale- 
\Ilvarado_ capped 


28th minute: scoring off an assist from 
Brunson. 

“We found our rhythm, got in ane 
and made good runs,” George said. “I 
think they pulled it through. It was a 
good solid win tonight.” Pes 

MCC continues the season on the 
road against Jones Junior College. The 
women’ s match starts at 1 p.m., and the 
men’s match will follow. ECCC con- 


—tinues the season with home matches 


against Gulf Coast Community College 
on Saturday. The women’ s match starts 
at 11 a.m., and the men’s match will 
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matches on consecutive 
f days on Tuesday. MCC’s 
soccer teams restarted the 
2005 season with road con- 
— on Monday. . 

The Lady Eagles (3-0, 2-0 
South Division) defeated the East Central 
Community College Lady Warriors 7-0 at 
MCC, and the Eagles (3-0 2-0 South) go 8 
the East Central Community College 
riors 3-0, The women’s team defeated Contah- 
Lincoln Community College 6-0 on Monday, 
ryt men’s squad scored a 5-0 victory over 


“Every thing counts now,” said MCC 
soccer coach Alex George. “It is asking a lot 
of your kids to play two conference games in 
a row, but under the circumstances, it is what 
we have to do. piped proud of our kids for 
responding well.” 

ECCC’s ae woes vata for the first 








yf! abe: tT] = ey ai] rE Oy a ‘ 


5 
1) 


APPEARED IN: 


_AKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
WON APPEA! 


— 
= _ _ 
_). Saami 





m COUNTY JOURNAL 
SRT CF MORTON 


eee 





CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 


z 


7 te" os oe. Pol “=a 


; = Pie a Col 


m Cer ilo 







ECCC ‘Gaink ined contol eee will: 











the ball and the game by 

keeping the ball in play on. Mlb Me nail 
the Lady Lions end f the > te Jean. 

field, ‘but EMCC’s ‘Tina ay nO. Geil | 
Porter struck first in the 12th EMCC coach 
minute of the match on a zy hese 
breakaway shot that landed 

in the back left hand corner | “ball for the sie or ‘three 

of the goal to give th y games, “ sai CC's Sock 


the Lad 
Lions (0-5) the early } 0 lead. 
The Lady Warriors (2-3) 


responded four minutes later ‘starting | 0 play og ‘ her.” 

with a shot from Jerica For EMCC the win marks 
Williamson that landed in the _ the first win for the team in 
back right corner of the net __ the last three season, which 


to tie the game at 1-all. 








h. Bennett said is big confi- 











Late in the first half, — : emrohaer for his team. : 
Williamson scored againon a _impro _ .. “We needed it (the win), 
shot that crossed the goal “We los dast ett said. “In our district 
and stuck in the back right me,” Ben |. “Most of ‘Hinds pretty much has it 
corner of the net with just “these Girl tie he ver | i: wrapped up, but right now 
minutes left before the first soccer before. Anythir _ second place is wide open.” 
half whistle. do to boost their co nce 
_ EMCC’s keeper Katie Wal- wil help them out thia year” | 
lace allowed only two goals In ped eats gs nei- 
out of 25 shot taken on goal _ ther team was,able to get a 
by the ae Lady | Warriors sho t 
in the | _ he 

APPEARED IN: “ We've had control of the ako 





‘NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 

NEWTON RECORD 

MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION- Sncs= 


SSOTT COUNTY TIMES 

SION APPEAL 

STN COUNTY JOURNAL | 
Sl OF BORTON 


ee 














| 








APPEARED IN: 

LAKE MESSENGER ____ = " CARTHAGINIAN | 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES . NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL a NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR 

SPIRIT OF MORTON * CLARION-LEDGER | 


IMPACT 








ECCC Soccer Players from Newton County 


These Newton County | 


East Central Community College in Deceit: From left are midfielder Micah Lanier of 
Little peck, paleltiebsier forward: M 
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igh School graduates are members of the 2005 soccer teams at 









Aaggie McDill and defender Taylor Nichols, both of 
anc Amanda Eaves, both of Chunky; and 
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Eccc Neshoba County Lady Soccer Warriors 


i see oy of Me *rst women’s soccer team at East Central Community College & in 


68) mecPekder Jerica Williamson, midfielder/forward Celeste Burt and keene 
ona | Sf of Peileceiphia; and defender Megan Rosar and forward Angela Faabecs 


fevth cf Gees Simei Themoson serves as coach of the Lady Soccer Warriors. 
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ECCC soccer Warriors 





Members of the 2005 East Central Community College men’s soccer team include (seated from left) 
kicker Mitch Myers, Brandon; midfielder David Harmond, Wiggins; midfielder Zach Joiner, Carthage; for- 
ward/defender Jason Lopez, Forest; forward/defender Randy Bankston, Philadelphia: midfielder Micah 
Lanier, Little Rock and defender Kale Gardner, Waynesboro; (kneeling from left) forward P. J. Harvey, | 
Laurel; midfielder Reid Whittington, Lucedale; midfielder Blakeny Brown, Moss Point; defender Zachary 
Bullock, Lucedale; defender Taylor Nichols, Decatur; forward Nick Shanks and midfielder Alex Deason, 

both of Philadelphia; and (standing from left) head coach Kenneth Thompson; midfielder/defender Jason 
Murphey, Brandon; forward/defender Ivan Garcia, Forest; keeper Pablo Rodriguez, Madrid, Spain; keep- 

er Zerell Gardner, Jackson; keeper/defender Wesley Haggard, Philadelphia; manager Jared Weir, Quit- 
man; and student assistant David Prewitt, Enterprise. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC softball 
ready for big 
year in 2005 


DECATUR — After leading the East Central Community 
College fast-pitch softball team to a successful 2004 season 
in his inaugural year as head coach, Scott Hill is hoping his 
Lady Warriors will enjoy even more success in 2005, 

All six returnees were standouts on last year’s squad, 
which advanced to the state playoffs after placing second in 
the MACIC Central Division with an 11-5 mark. The Lady 
Warmiors fell to tournament host Northeast Mississippi 
Community College (5-0) and Pearl River Community 
College (7-5) en route to an overall 26-16 record. 

The top returnee from 2004 is Kristin Chaney, a product 
of Newton County High School, who will again start at 
short stop. Chaney received second team All-American 
honors in Division II and was named fi rst team All-State. 
She finished the season with a ..413 batting average and had 
four triples, seven doubles and 15 RBIs. She also stole 12 
bases. Chaney, who is also a standout basketball player, will 
join the softball squad after basketball season. 

Another top returnee is pitcher/first baseman Marley 


See ECCC, page 10A 
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School Photo. 


Outfielder Allison McDaniel (left) and 
piteher/infielder Lindsey Smith, both products of 
Neshoba Central High School, are members of the 
2005 fast-pitch softball team at ECCC. re 
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ECCC Softball All-Atheticnie Honared 

Two members of the 2004 East Central Community College fast-pitch softball team 
received special recognition by head coach Scott Hill prior to the 2005 season opener 
against Mississippi Delta on Feb. 21 on the Decatur campus. Hill presented plaques 
and certificates to Krissi Harris (left) and Kristin Chaney in recognition of their selec- 
tion to All-American teams following last year’s 26-16 campaign. Harris (left), an out- 
fielder, was named to the NJCAA Distinguished Academic All-American Team while 
also earning first team All-State and All-Division honors. A 2004 ECCC graduate, 
Harris is currently attending Mississippi State University. Chaney, a returning short- 
stop, was selected second team NJCAA All-American in Division II and was also cho- 
sen first team All-Region 23 and All-State and All-Division. In addition, she was select- 
ed the Lady Warriors’ most valuable player. A dual sport star at ECCC, Chaney 
recently committed to play softball and basketball at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. Both are products of Newton County High School. (ECCC Photo) 
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SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR—After leading the 
East Central Community College 
fast-pitch softball team to a suc- 
cessful 2004 season in his inaugu- 
ral year as head coach, Scott Hill 
is hoping his Lady Warriors will 
enjoy even more success in 2005. 

And he has good reason to be 
optimistic when this year’s cam- 
paign started with a double-head- 
er against Mississippi Delta 
Community College Monday. 

All six returnees were stand- 

outs on last year’s squad, which 
advanced to the state playoffs 
after placing second in the 
MACJC Central Division with an 
11-5 mark. The Lady Warriors fell 
to tournament host Northeast 
Mississippi Community College 
(5-0) and Pearl River Community 
College (7-5) en route to an overall 
26-16 record. 

The top returnee from 2004 is 
Kristin Chaney who will again 
start at short stop. Chaney 
received second team All- 
American honors in Division II 
State. She finished the season 
with a .413 batting average and 
had four triples, seven doubles 
and 15 RBIs. She also stole 12 
bases. Chaney, who is also a 
standout basketball player, will 
join the softball squad after bas- 
ketball season. 

Another top returnee is pitch- 
er/first baseman Marley Smith 
who also made first team AII- 


weekort¢bos 


Lady Warriors Set 


season at the plate by posting a 
.260 batting average. She led the 
Lady Warriors in hits with 50 and 
collected 22 RBIs. 

Shelly Ferguson and Obreisha 
Davis are veteran outfielders who 
were also effective at the plate. 
Ferguson drove in 25 runs and led 
the team in doubles with nine. 


‘Davis finished the 2004 campaign 


with a .315 batting average. She 
also scored 19 runs and swiped 
nine bases. 

Returning infielders expected 
to again have productive seasons 
are Kotreece Bender and Suzanne 
Chaney. Bender posted a .297 bat- 
ting average with five doubles 
and 15 RBIs. Bender is also a bas- 
ketball standout and will join the 
softball squad after basketball 
season. Chaney had eight dou- 
bles, 21 RBIs and led the team in 
walks with 24. 

In addition to the returning tal- 
ent on this year’s squad, Hill said 
he is “very pleased” with the 11 
freshmen who complete the 17- 
player roster. 

“We should receive help on the 
mound from three very capable 
freshmen — Joy Cavenaugh, 
Lindsay Walker and Lindsey 
Smith. All three will share pitch- 
ing duties,” Hill said. Cavenaugh 
and Walker are also outfielders 
and Smith plays first base. 

Hill said that newcomers 
Allison McDaniel and Erica 
Hardin should provide needed 
depth in the outfield. And he 
expects the infield play to be 











State. Smith recorded 13 wins on _ strengthened with the addition of 
the mound and had a productive Become lscnsienwinas my Miller, 
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Sights On aneng ‘05 Campaign 
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ECCC PHOTO 


Members of the East Central Community College fast-pitch softball team include (seated, from left) Dominique Mapp, Obreisha Davis, Suzanne Chaney, Kristin Chaney, Abby Miller, 
Lindsay Walker. (kneeling from left) manager Justin Copeland, Erica Hardin, Jennifer Smith, April Boyd, Shelly Ferguson, Chelsea Wade and manager Josh Cumberland. (standing, 
from left) manager Ben Melton, Leake Academy; Kotreece Bender, Lindsey Smith, Allison McDaniel; Marley Smith, Lauren White, Joy Cavenaugh, and head coach Scott Hill. The 
Lady Warriors began season action Monday in a doubleheader with Mississippi Delta Community College on the Decatur campus. 


first basemen Chelsea Wade and 
Lauren White, third baseman 
Dominique Mapp and short stop 
April Boyd. Hill said that most of 
the catching duties will be in the 
capable hands of freshman 
Jennifer Smith. 


In addition to being a talent- 
laden squad, Hill said this year’s 
group has “depth and versatility.” 

“The first thing that I noticed 
about this team is that we have 
some depth. We also have a few 
players that can play a number of 


different positions. As a coach, it 
is always comforting to have 
depth and versatility.” 

Regarding the outlook for this 
year’s squad, Hill said: “We feel 
we can be competitive in our 
league. If we stay healthy and 


play with some intensity all sea- 
son, we should compete well in 
our (central) division. 

‘We were very pleased with our 
following last year, which plaved 
a tremendous role in our suc- 
cess,” Hill said. 
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SCCC3 is flexible 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR — Flexibility will 
be one of the strengths of the 
2005 East Central Community 
College softball team. 

Most of coach Scott Hill’s 17 
players are capable of playing 
more than one position. 


Returning from last year’s 
advanced to the 


26-16 team that 
MACIC State/Region 23 Tour- 
nament are shortstop/catcher 
Kristin Chaney, pitcher/third 
Marley Smith, second 
baseman Suzanne Chaney, 
right fielder Obreisha Davis, 
third baseman Kotreece 
Bender and center fielder 


Shelly Ferguson. 


“We feel like we've got some 


different options that we can 


nD folks that can do some dif- 
ferent things. 

“Hopefully, that will pay off 
for us as we get deeper in the 
season. ses never can tell what 
might ha . You want girls 
that can oat to chang: 

ECCC opened with a it G1, 8-5 
sweep of Mississippi Delta on 
Monday. 

Also. on the roster are 
second baseman Abby Miller, 
left fielder Allison McDaniel, 
first baseman Chelsea Wade. 
catcher/shortstop April Boyd, 
pitcher/center fielder Lindsay 
Walker, first baseman Lauren 
White, right fielder Erica 
Hardin, pitcher Lindsey Smith, 
pitcher left fielder Joy Cave- 
naugh, third baseman/left 
fielder Dominique Mapp and 
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At A Glance i 


Schedule: Feb. 21, Miss. Delta, won 6-1, won 8-5; Feb. 24, at C 


Lincoln; M; 


1: Jones: March 3, at Miss. Delta; March 3 Gull Coast 


March 7, Copiah-Lincoin; March 10, at Jones; March 22, at Gulf Coast; 


March 24, Pearl River; March 29, at Holmes: March 
at Hinds; April 8, Coahoma; April 12, East Mi 


ssissippi; April 14, at Pea 


River; April 16, Holmes; April 20, at Meridian; April 23, Hinds: April 26 

Coahoma: April 30, at East Mississippi. 

Team members: Abby Miller, Allison McDaniel, Chelsea Wade, Aon 
| Smi y 


Sd Lindsay Waker,’ Lauren White, Kristin Chaney, Mar 





Davi , Dominique Mane. Koveade Bender, Shelly Ferguson and Garnier 


The Chaneys, Cavenaugh, 
Davis, Mapp, Ferguson and 
Jennifer Smith were part of 
Class 3A state championships 
during their days at Newton 
County. Walker and White 
played on Union’s team that 
defeated both Class 1A-2A state 
champion Clarkdale and 1A-2A 
state runner-up Desoto Central 
last spring. In fact, Walker 
blanked Clarkdale 4-0. Miller 








down the roster, you'll see that 
they come from good programs 
and I think that can only be 
good for us.” 

The Lady Warriors won 26 
of their 40 regular season 
games im20(4. 

_ “We feel good about that as 
a starting point,” Hill said. 
“Hopefully, we can do a little 
better. We've got six sopho- 
mores back that played a lot. 


use,” Hill said. “I think that’s catcher Jennifer Smith. played on a quality team at With the leadership from them 
going to be a key, especially Most of Hill's team played Madison Central. and the freshmen coming in 

yin the season when we're 02 highly-successful programs “We're fortunate to have and filling in some of those key 
missing (Bender and Kristin i high school. McDaniel and some girls that have been in spots, we feel pretty good about 
Chaney) because of basketball. age di a sae a some bi that wil pr = rath chance to compete in our 
It’s good to have a little variety shike-runnerarp tein aaeoaee Pag ris eighty fist sion.” 
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EC softball sweeps Jones 


East Central Community 
College's fast-pitch softball 
feam improved to from 
9-3 following a 

= school 
doubleheader reports 
sweep of Jones 
County Junior College Thurs- 
day afternoon in Ellisville, 

The Lady Warriors won the 
first contest 4-| as Marley 
Smith of Union allowed just 
four hits in picking up her fifth 
Win on the mound against no 
defeats. 

Dominique Mapp of 
Newton County, Lauren 
White of Union and Abby 
Miller of Madison Centra] 
each had a double to lead EC 
Sluggers. 

East Central cruised to q 
15-0 win in the second game, 
Which was ealled after four 


APPEARED IN: 


innings due to the 10-run rule. 
Lindsey Smith of Neshoba 
Central improved to 3-2 as she 
and Lindsay Walker of Union 
allowed no hits in shutting 
down the Jones offense, 

Mapp, Erica Hardin of 
Louisville and Joy Cavenaugh 
of Newton County each had 
doubles to lead the Lady 
Warriors, who pounded 18 hits 
in claiming the €asy Victory, 

The Lady Warriors, led by 
second-year head coach Scott 
Hill, return to action following 
Spring Break by traveling to 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College for a dou- 
bleheader starting at 1 p.m. on 
the Perkinston campus. 

EC hosts Pear} River 
Community College at | p.m. 
Thursday, February 24, 
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, ;00d Start ) 
Caan pitcher Marley pp of 
aoe is 5-0 on the mound thus far. ‘had : Dll 
Warriors were 9-3 going into Spring Brea | 


by Marty Stamper. 
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ECCC Fast- Pitch Softball Team Meniliers fron Newton County 
These Newton County athlétes are members of the fast-pitch softball team at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. Kneeling, from left, are outfielder Obreisha 
Davis and infielder/outficlder Dominique Mapp, both of Newton County High 
School; pitcher/outfielder Lindsay Walker, Union; and infielder Suzanne Chaney 
and infielder/catcher Kristin Chaney, both of Newton County High School; (stand- 
ing) infielder Kotreece Bender, Newton; pitcher/outfielder Joy Cavenaugh, Newton 
County High School; pitcher/infielder Marley Smith, Union; outfielder Shelly 
Ferguson, Newton County High School; and infielder Lauren White and 
catcher/infielder Jennifer Smith, both of Union. The Lady Warriors are scheduled to 
host Pearl River on Thursday at | p.m. in a doubleheader. Scott Hill serves as head 
coach. (EC Photo) 
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Holmes O41 
Abby Miller had two hits and | 


two RBIs in the first game, and 


Kristin Chaney went 3-for-4 in | 
the nightcap to lead East Cen. | 


tral Community College to ; 

eee | owes” ove 
olmes Community College 

ocie ee ty College on 

The Lady Warriors won the 
opener 9-0, then took a 5-1 vic- 
tory in the second game. 

_ Marley Smith (7-0) took the 
win in the first contest, and 
Lindsey Smith (4-2) won in the 
second game. 

Chaney also stole four bases 
for East Central in the nightcap. 
April Boyd and Kotreece 
Bender each tallied two RBIs 
in the second game. Chelsea 
Wade legged out an inside-the- 
park home run in the early 
game. 


East Central is now 13-3: 


overall and will host Meridian 
Community College in a dou- 
ning at 3 p.m. 
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ECCC sweeps Lady Eagles 
By Marty Stamper / staff writer 
Thursoay, March 31, 2005 11:35 PM CST 







DECATUR - Anchored by two solid 
pitching performances by Marley 
Smith, the East Central Community 
College Lady Warriors took over sole 
possession of first place inthe MACJC = , 
Central Division softball standings with ie - bh 
a 3-2, 5-2 sweep of Meridian 4%: 
Community College on Thursday. The 

first game went eight innings. 


Mi Sone ® 


a 


ECCC improved to 15-3 overall and 4- 
0 in the division. MCC dropped to 5-16 eat? 
and 2-2. , 
OUT STEALING - East Central 
i | = , Community College's Obreisha 
I'm real proud of our girls right now,” pavis is tagged out by Meridian @* 
ECCC head coach Scott Hill said. "They Community College's JorD’an 


played two real good ballgames. They Orr as she attempts to steal | 
fought all the way through both of second base. PHOTO BY PAULA 

them and I know what kind of team MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
MCC always puts on the field. We are 

real tickled to come away with two 

WINS.” 


Smith (9-0) gave up only seven hits in 14 innings. At one point in 
the opener, she retired 17 consecutive batters and sat down 25 of 
26 over the two games. 


"She was a workhorse," Hill said of the sophomore right-hander 
from Union. "She's had a good year. If she continues that, she'll 
give us a chance to win a few more games." 





"Give credit where credit is due," MCC head coach Robert Eakins 
said of Smith. "She kept us off-balance, but right now, we're not a 
good team. We're going through some discipline things. 


"When I put a team on the field, I want it to be my best nine that 
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noroscopes have abided by the rules. Right now, we've got a few that's going to 
Lotteries have to learn that rules are not only on the field, they're also off the 
Outdoors field." 

Religion 

Star Shots In the opener, ECCC scored twice in the bottom of the eighth to get 
ADVERTISE the win. Shelly Ferguson started at second base via the tiebreaker 


rule and scored on a two-out, two-strike double in the left-field 
corner by Kristin Chaney. Chaney scored the winning run when Abby 
Miller's fly ball fell in shallow right field. 


Place an Ad 


MCC had taken a 2-1 lead in the top of the eighth as Kirby Shelby 
scored on a sacrifice fly by Stephanie Choo. 


MCC went up 1-0 early as Ashley Rowley led off the game with a 
solo homer to left field. After letting two more runners reach base in 
the inning, Smith retired the next 17 batters she faced before J.J. 
Huggins lined a one-out single to center field in the top of the 
seventh. 


Smith allowed three hits while striking out four. Allison McDaniel 
recorded seven fly ball outs in left field. 


Choo (3-8) took the loss, giving up five hits and one walk while 
striking out five. She didn't allow a hit until Chaney led off the 
bottom of the fourth with a single to right field. Chaney scored on a 
sacrifice fly by Dominique Mapp. F 


Chaney went 2-for-4 and scored two runs for the Lady Warriors. 
Three different players had one hit each for MCC. 


Smith came back to toss a four-hitter in the second game. Erica 
Hardin provided the winning runs with a three-run homer to left 
field in the bottom of the third. 


ECCC took a 1-0 lead in the bottom of the first. Chaney beat out an 
infield hit, but injured her ankle on the play. McDaniel came on as a 
pinch runner and scored on a single by Miller. Shelby (2-3) got out 

of the inning with the bases loaded. 


MCC tied the game in the top of the second as JorD'an Orr led off 
with a double to left field and scored from third when Jessica 
Lawrence's fly ball was dropped in left field. 


Chaney put the Lady Warriors up 2-1 in the bottom of the second 
when she reached on a two-out error and scored on another single 
by Miller. 


The Lady Eagles pulled even in the third with Rowley leading off 
with a single to right field and scoring on a two-out single by Orr. 


The Lady Warriors got a three-run homer from Hardin in the bottom 
of the third and Smith retired the next eight batters she faced. 
Hardin's blast was preceded by Jennifer Smith reaching on an error 
and Lauren White getting a single. 
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"You need some runs in big games like that," Hill said. "Both teams 
were scratching and clawing for some runs and that three-run 
homer gave us a little burst of energy that we needed at the time." 


MCC had its own scary moment in the third when ECCC’'s Kotreece 
Bender smashed a line drive just above Shelby's knee cap. The ball 
caromed into foul territory down the left-field line as Shelby went 
down. She was able to continue and gave up just one more hit. 


Back-to-back errors gave MCC two runners in the top of the sixth, 
but Smith got an inning-ending fielder's choice to escape the jam. 


Miller went 3-for-4 with two RBIs to lead ECCC. Chaney scored a 
pair of runs. 


Rowley and Orr both had two hits to account for the Lady Eagles' 
only hits. 
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_ Special to the Record 
~ With the score tied 2-2 
in the bottom of the third 
and two runners on base, 
East Central Community 
College softball coach 
Scott Hill twice gave the 
bunt signal to freshman 
outfielder Erica Hardin. 
But both times Hardin 
was unable to convert her 
coach’s wishes, so he gave 
her the green light to 
swing away. And swing 
away she did as the 
Louisville High School 
product blasted a dinger 
over the left field fence and 
the Lady Warriors main- 
tained their 5-2 lead for a 
doubleheader sweep of 
division foe Meridian 


Community College 
Thursday on the Decatur 
campus. 


East Central rallied to 
take the first game by a 3- 
2 score in extra innings, 
with sophomore Kristin 
Chaney of Newton Coun- 
ty High School scoring 
the winning run in the 
bottom of the eighth on a 
single by Abby Miller of 
Madison Central. Chaney 
had earlier doubled send- 
ing home sophomore 
Shelley Ferguson from 
second base. Ferguson is 
also a Newton County 
High School product. 


See ECCC, Page 2B 
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ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
Union’s Marley Smith hurls a pitch to the plate during warmups against Meridian 
Community College. Smith picked up the win in both games against the Lady Eagies. 
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With the sweep, the Lady 


Warriors took sole posses- 


sion of the top spot in the 


MACJC Central Division, 


improving to 15-3 and 4-0 
while MCC slipped to 5-16 


and 2-2. 


Sophomore hurler Mar- 
ley Smith of Union picked 
up both wins for the Lady Sq 
Warriors, improving her 


record to a perfect 9-0. 


Smith allowed just seven 
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hits in 15 innings of work. 
During one stretch in the 
first game, the right-han- 
der retired 17 consecutive 
batters. 

“She (Smith) was the 
workhorse,” Hill com- 
mented after the sweep. 
“She’s had a good year. If 
she continues that, she'll 
give us a chance to win a 
few more games.” 

Hill was also compli- 
mentary of the entire 
uad. 

“Tm real proud of our 
girls right now. They 
played two real good ball- 
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games. They fought all the 
way through both of them 
and I know what kind of 
team MCC always puts on 
the field. We are real tick- 
led to come away with two 
wins.” 

The Lady Warriors 
began division play by 
sweeping Holmes Commu- 
nity College March 29 in 
Goodman. East Central 
won the first game 9-0 and 
took the nightcap by a 5-1 
margin. 

Smith got the win in the 
opener and had a double. 
Chelsea Wade, a freshman 


product of Polk County 
(TN) High School, home- 
red to lead EC hitters. 
Lindsey Smith of Neshoba 
Central was credited with 
winning the nightcap. 

East Central goes on the 
road Wednesday to take on 
division rival Hinds Com- 
munity College in Ray- 
mond, with doubleheader 
action getting underway at 
1 p.m. The Lady Warriors 
entertain East Mississippi 
Community College begin- 
ning at 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 12, in another key 
division matchup. 
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Lady Warriors take 


WEEK OF ( 


two from Lady Lions 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR East Central Community 
College snapped a scoreless tie with four runs 
in the bottom of the fifth inning as the Lady 
Warriors took a 4-1 win in the opener of 
Tuesday's MACJC Central Division double- 
spat with East Mississippi Community Col- 
ege. 

The league-leading Lady Warriors com- 
pleted the sweep with an 8-1 victory in the 
second game. 

ECCC improved to 6-0 in the division and 
19-3 overall. EMCC dropped to 4-2 in the divi- 
sion, 

Kristin Chaney started the big inning in 
the opener and she hit a one-out single to left 
field, then promptly swiped second base, 
Chaney scored the game's first run on Abby 
Miller's single to center field. Winning pitcher 
Marley Smith reached on a fielder's choice 


that saw both Lady Warriors advance. 


‘Dominique Mapp made it 2-0 with a single to 
left and Lauren White's single to center field 
extended the lead to 4-0. ° 

The Lady Lions threatened as they loaded 
the bases with no outs imthe top of the sev- 
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enth. Kristi Tomlinson flew out to Shelly Fer- 


guson im center field. Ferguson fired the ball 


back to Chaney at shortstop and her diving 


tag doubled off Allison Morgan at second 


ase. 

ECCC had nine hits with Miller and White 
both getting a pair of singles. Chaney, Smith, 
Mapp, Jennifer Smith, and Ferguson each 
had one hit. 

Six players each had one hit for the Lady 
Lions. Getting hits were Monique Truman, 
Morgan, Tomlinson, Kirby Rutledge, and 
Krista Merrifield. 

Marley Smith (10-0) got the win, with 
Libby Denny taking the loss. — . 

In the second game, the Lady Warriors 
padded a 3-1 lead with four runs in the bottom 
of the fourth inning. 

Lindsey Smith (5-2) got the win with 
Charly Speed taking the loss. Smith threw 64 
of her 98 pitches for strikes. She strack-out- 
six and allowed five hits. Ay 

Erica Hardin had a single and a double to 
drive in one run for ECCC. Ferguson had a 
triple and two RBIs. Chaney had a pair of sin- 
gles and one RBI. Miller had an RBI single, 
while April Boyd, Allison McDaniel and Joy 
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Ewings and aeiber Peters each had one 
> Constance single for the Lady Lions. 
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PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
ra | TAGGED OUT _ 
Meridian Community College's J. J. Huggins tags out East Central Community College's Kristin Chaney as 
sheruns to first base after a bunt. ECCC won both games of Wednesday’s doubleheader against MCC. 
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ECCC makes clean 
sweep of Lady Eagles 


By Tony Krausz 
_ Sports editor 

Marley Smith had enough left in her right arm to 
seal a doubleheader sweep for East Conia’ Com- 
munity College on Wednesday. 

The Lady Warriors blicher who picked up a com- 

-— plete-zame win in the opener, 
recorded the second game’s final 
three outs to seal a 10-7 win for 
-ECCC at Northeast Park. It was 
her second save of the season. 

“(Smith) came in and had a lot 
of composure,” said Lady Warriors 
coach Scott Hill, whose team won 
the first game 4-1, “She had runners on first and 
third (base), and she made some really good pitches 
at a crucial time for us.” 

Prior to Smith’s reentry into the doubleheader in 
the seventh inning of the final game, ECCC tore 
piss MCC's 6-4 lead in the top of half of the last 





The Lady Warriors’ Erica Hardin and Kotreece 
‘Bender each drew walks to start the inning, and Joy 








Cavenaugh brought them home with a double down 
the third-base line to tie the game at 6. 

Kristin Chaney brought home Cavenaugh two 
batters latter for a one-run lead, and Abby Miller 
brought Chaney home with an RBI single for an 8-6 
advantage. ECCC scored its final two runs of the 
game off a dropped fly ball by Shalonda Mitchell in 
right field with two outs. | 

“The difference between us and ECCC right now 
is, first of all, they have a heart and second, they are 
a good ballclub,” said Lady Eagles coach Robert 
Eakins, whose team fell to 11-22 overall and 8-4 in the 
Central Division. “When you have heart and deter- 
mination, you are never out of a ball game. We are 
working on that with this team, developing some 
character.” 

ECCC's sweep put the Lady Warriors in the Cen- 
tral Divison’s driver's seat, as the team improved to 
23-3 and 10-0 in league play. The Lady Warriors hold 
a four-game lead for first place and the right*to host 


the Region XXII] tournament over the Lady Eagles. 


See ECCC 
Page C5 





the lead scoring two runs on an 


From Page C1 error by Wright in the third 
_, inning, and Dominique Mapp 
“We still have plenty of divi- hit a one-run single in the 


sion ball games left,” said Hill, 
whose team faces Hinds on Sat- 
urday. “We have to play Hinds 
and East Mississippi, and we 
know there are no gimees at all 
in this division.” 

ECCC took a 1-0 lead in the 
top of second inning on an RBI 
single from Hardin, but MCC 
responded with a_ two-run 
double from Brandi Wright in 
the bottom of the second for a 2- 
1 lead. 

The Lady Warriors retook 


fourth to give ECCC a 4-2 
advantage. 

MCC’s Nikki McClaskey cut 
into ECCC’s lead with an RBI 
single in the bottom of the 
fourth, and Ashley Rowley 
delivered a three-run home run 
in the fourth to give the Lady 
Eagles a 6-3 lead. 

After giving up six runs on 
three hits and an error in the 
top of the seventh, MCC 
duced one run the final ru 
Ke: ‘the Steno of 


the game. the Lady Warriors’ final run of 

the second. MCC's Katie Bar- 
ECCC 4 nett scored her team’s only run 
7 14 in the bottom of the second, but 


cc 

Smith kept MCC's offense at 
bay for most of the first game, 
scattering eight hits and 
striking out five Lady Eagles. 

The first-game win was 
Smith's 11th of the season. 

ECCC took a 3-0 lead that it 
never relinquished in the top of 
the second inning. Mapp and 
Jennifer Smith opened the 
inning with back-to-back sin- 
gles, and a pao later seeehed 





ECCC scored the game’s final 
run in the top of the fifth off an 
error by Kirby Shelby. 

MCC can still clinch a 
player spot with a sweep of 
East Mississippi Community 
College on Saturday. The Lady 
Eagles, who swept the Lady 
Lions earlier this year, travel to 
Scooba for a noon double- 
header. 

“The two (games) di 
will be the most important,” 
Eakins said. 


| WEEK OF {pul __ 


‘Smith, Chaney lead Lady Warriors 
Sophomore pitcher Marley Smith of Union 
and atehouners shortstop/catcher Kristin 
Chaney of Newton County were the top per- 
formers for the East Central Community Col- 
lege Lady Warriors softball tearn through 20 
games. | 






s 
1a Ae. 


pa ECCC had a team batting average of 341, 


, ei ages 
a staff ERA of 2.17 and a team fielding per- 
centage of .951. . | 

pene of Holmes Community College on 
last Friday increased ECCC's overall record 
to @i- 


— Mart et.—=--=- 
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/arriors sweep 


Hinds again; Improve to 27-3 


East Central Community 
College’s fast-pitch softball team 
recorded its second sweep of Hinds 
Community College in a three-day . 
period by posting 13-4 and 11-0 
decisions Monday afternoon on the 
Raymond campus. 

With the wins, the Lady 
Warriors improved to 27-3 overall 
and 14-0 in division play under sec- 
ond-year head coach Scott Hill. The 
East Central women clinched the 
MACIC Central Division title by 


fect 14-0. Smith also doubled for EC 
as did her Union teammate Lauren 
White and Newton County product 
Dominique Mapp. 

The Lady Warriors scored 
seven runs in the top of the seventh 
to clinch the victory. 

Lindsey Smith of Neshoba 
Central got the win for EC in the 
second game, as she improved her 
record to 7-2, 

Top sluggers for the Lady 
Warriors were Joy Cavenaugh of 


doubles each. 

East Central scored four 
runs in the first, two in the second 
and three in the third in claiming the 
shut-out victory. 

The Lady Warriors have 
three doubleheaders remaining prior 
to hosting the MACIC/Region 23 
Championship scheduled May 6-8 
on the Decatur campus. 

East Central travels to 
Coahoma on May 26 and East 
Mississippi on May 30. The Lady 





sweeping the Lady Eagles (7-1,9-0) Newton County, triple; and Warriors close out regular season 
Saturday afternoon in Decatur. Kotreece Bender of Newton, play by hosting Copiah-Lincoln on 
Marley Smith of Union Lindsay Walker of Union, Erica Monday, May 2, with doubleheader 

picked up the win for EC in the first Hardin of Louisville and Kristin action getting underway at | p.m. 
game, improving her record toa per- Chaney of Newton County, who had 

APPEARED IN: | 

LAKE MESSENGER V CARTHAGINIAN 

SCOTT COUNTYTIMES _—«L“ NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 

UNION APPEAL NEWTON RECORD 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR 

SPIRIT OF MORTON Vv CLARION-LEDGER | 


IMPACT 


ECCC Li 


DECATUR.--East Cen- 
tral Community College’s 
fast-pitch softball team 
ended regulation season 
competition with a double- 


header sweep of East Mis- 


sissipp! Community Col- 
lege Friday afternoon in 
Scooba. The Lady War- 
riors won the first game 
12-6 and took the nightcap 
by an 8-0 decision. With 
the victories, EC improved 
to 31-3 overall and 16-0 in 
division action under sec- 
ond-year head coach Scott 
Hill. East Central earlier 
clinched the MACIJC Cen- 
tral Division and by so do- 
ing qualified to host this 
year’s MACJC/Region 23 
Championship scheduled 
Friday-Sunday (May 6-8). 


The Lady Warriors are ~ 


scheduled to begin tourna- 
ment competition by tak- 
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ing on Copiah-Lincolin 
Community College at 3 
p.m. Friday. Finals in the 
double-elimination tourna- 
ment will be held at 3:30 
p.m. Sunday. Sophomore 
hurler Marley Smith of 
Union picked up the win in 
the first game and im- 
proved her record to a per- 
fect 15-0. Smith pitched 
five innings, allowing one 
run on five hits. She fanned 
six batters. Freshman 
Lindsey Walker, also of 
Union, hurled the final two 
innings, allowing five runs 
on three hits. She fanned 
two. Smith also had a 
double and single and 
drove im three runs to lead 
the Lady Warrior offense. 
She also scored twice. 
Newton County High 
School products Kristin 
Chaney and Shelly 
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dy Warriors | 
In Regular Season Finale 
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Ferguson had two singles 
and two RBIs apiece and 
each scored a run. Singles 
were recorded by Abby 
Miller of Madison Central, 
Allison McDaniel of 
Neshoba Central, Lauren 
White of Union, and Do- 
minique Mapp, Jennifer 
Smith and Suzanne 
Chaney, all of Newton 
County. Miller, McDaniel, 
Mapp, Jennifer Smith, 
White, Ferguson and 
Obreisha Davis of New- 
ton County also scored for 
EC. East Central tallied 
two runs in the second, two 
in the fifth, seven in the 
sixth and one in the sev- 
enth to claim the easy vic- 
tory. The Lady Lions 


scored one in the third, four. 


in the sixth and one in the 
seventh. Freshman pitcher 
Lindsey Smith of Union 





sweep EMCC 


won the second game and 
improved her record to 8- 
2. Smith went the distance 
in the six-inning matchup, 
allowing just four hits in the 
shutout. She fanned three — 

See “ECCC” page 6 





- batters. Joy Cavenaugh 


of Newton County had a 
double and single to lead 
Lady Warrior hitters. She 
also had three RBIs. 
Chaney had two singles 
and was credited with an 
RBI. Chelsea Wade, a 
product of Polk County 
High School in Benton, 
TN. also had two singles. 
Singles were recorded by 


April Boyd of Adams 
Christian and Lindsey 


Walker. Runs were 
scored by Chaney (2), 
Cavenaugh (2), Wade (2), 
Boyd. Miller, Erica Hardin 
of Louisville and Lindsey 
Walker. Hardin also had an 
RBI. East Central scored 
three runs in the third, one 
in the fifth and four in the 
sin" 
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EC to host s’ball tourney 


Region and state titles and a 
trip to the national tournament 
will be on the line for six JUCO 


squads when * the 
MACJC/Region 23. Softball 
Championship is held May 6-5 
at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. 

East Central Community 
College's fast-pitch softball 
team ended regulation season 
competition with a doublehead- 
er sweep of East Mississippi 
Community College Friday 
afternoon in Scooba. 

The Lady Warriors won the 
first game 12-6 and took the 
nighteap by an 8-0 decision. 
With the victories, EC 
improved to 31-3 overall and 
16-0 in division action under 
second-year head coach Scott 
Hill. 

Sophomore hurler PAP 


rotated among division champi- 
ons. 

Joining ECCC in the double- 
elimination event are Meridian 
Community College (13-24), 
Central Division runners-up; 
North Division winner 
Northeast Mississippi 
Community College (28-12) and 
runner-up Northwest 
Mississippi Community College 
(33-5), and South Division 
champion Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College (31- 
7) and runner-up Copiah- 
Lincoln Community College 
(27-4). 

First-round action on Friday 
features Meridian taking on 
Northwest at 1 p.m. followed by 
the East Central/Co-Lin 
matchup at 3 p.m. Gulf Coast 


Smith of Union picked up the» - 


win in the first game and 
improved her record to a per- 
fect 15-0. Freshman pitcher 
Lindsey Smith of Union won 
the second game and improved 
her record to 8-2. 

The Lady Warriors, who 
sport a 31-3 record under sec- 


ond-year head coach Scott Hill, 


are the designated hosts for the 
2005 tournament after wining 
MACJC Central Division title 
with a perfect 16-0 mark. 

The annual tournament is 
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will play the 
Northwest/Meridian winner at 
5 p.m., and Northeast will bat- 
tle the ECCC/Gulf Coast vietor 
at 7 p.m. 

Games Saturday begin at 
noon and end with the 6 p.m. 
contest. 

A 1;30 p.m. matchup is 
scheduled Sunday followed by 
the championship game at 3:30 
p.m. If an additional game is 
needed to determine a champi- 
on, the contest will be held at 
5:30 p.m. 

The winner advances to the 
2005 NJCAA Division II Fast- 
Pitch Softball Championship 
scheduled May 19-21 at Fort 
Dodge, lowa. 
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By Marty Stamper 
Staff writer 


DECATUR — Before the 2005 - Jam 


fast-pitch softball season began, 
East Central Community College 
head coach Scott Hill said the 
strengths of this’ vear’s team 
would be its depth, its versatility, 
and the fact that nearly all of the 
players came from championship 
high school teams. 

The Lady Warriors have 
backed up Hill's assessment as 
they finished 31-3 in the regular 
season and ride a 24-game win- 
ning streak heading into the 
MACJC State/Region XXIII Soft- 
ball Tournament which begins 
Friday at ECCC. Tickets are $5 
per day. 

The Lady Warriors cruised 
through the MACIC Central Divi- 
sion with a perfect 16-0 mark. 

Hill generally plays at least 15 
of his 17 players in each double- 
header. 

“That’s been one of our 
strongest assets,” Hill said. “We 
do have a lot of different folks that 
contribute. It's provided a whole 
lot of fun. We've got players that 
are really pushing each other and 
have had a lot of fun doing so. It's 
been nice to see different people 
step up at different times,” 

Those who don’t see action in 
the first game cheer on their 
teammates and know they'd 
better produce in the second 
game. First-game starters do the 
same in the second games. 

“That's definitely motivation 
when you see somebody playing 
the same position as you and 
doing a good job,” Hill said. “It's 
been nice to just stick them out 
there and each of them Contribute 
in their own way.” 

ECCC’s first-round opponent 
will be Copiah-Lincoln Commu- 
nity College at 3 p.m. Friday. That 
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SCOOP 
East Central Community College's Kristin Chaney scoops up a 
high-bouncing ground ball in a game earlier this season. The Lady 
Warriors, who won the MACJC Central Division regular-season title, 
will host the MACJC State/Region XXIII Softball Tournament on 


Friday-Sunday. 


winner will take on Northeast 
Mississippi Community College 
at 7 p.m. Friday. Also in the tour- 
nament are Meridian Community 
College, Northwest Mississippi 
Community College, and Missis- 
sippl Gulf Coast Community Col- 
ege. 

ECCC and Co-Lin split a dou- 
bleheader at Wesson on Feb, 25 
with the Lady Warriors winning 
7-0 in the first game and Co-Lin 
taking a 4-0 victory in the second 
game. 

“That's one of the two times 
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that we were shut out,” Hill said. 
“We can't take anything away 
from Co-Lin. It’s going to be a 
dogfight for us to win that ball- 
game. We've got to understand 
that. 

“Co-Lin is going to be a real 
good test right off the bat. 
They've got a good group of hit- 
ters. They're going to hit the ball 
and they've shown that. 


“We've hit the ball good all year -RAT 


See ECCC 
Page C5 
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and I think they will also be 


| ready to go at the plate. 


Oe 


We've got to make the plays 
defensively.” 


ECCC has a .353 team bat- 
ting average, while opponents 
are hitting just .202 off Lady 
Warrior pitchers. 

_ Having players come in 
from solid high school pro- 


_grams_hasn't hurt ECCC’s 


success. 

Sophomore . 
shortstop/catcher Kristin 
Chaney (.508, 11 RBIs, 15 
SB), sophomore second 
baseman Suzanne Chaney 
(.366), freshman outfielder 


Joy Cavenaugh (.257, 12 


| RBIs), 


sophomore right 


- fielder Obreisha Davis (341), 


freshman third baseman 


Dominique Mapp (.377, 21 


RBIs), sophomore center 
fielder Shelly Ferguson (.333, 
14 SB) and freshman catcher 
Jennifer Smith (284, 13 
RBIs) saw action on Newton 
County’s 2002 and 2003 Class 
3A state championship teams. 
Freshman left fielder Allison 


McDaniel (.333) and 


freshman pitcher Lindsey 


| Smith played on Neshoba 


| runner-up team. Freshman 


Central's 2004 Class 4A state 


second baseman Abby Miller 
(330, 21 RBIs, 10 SB) played 
on Madison Central's 2004 


Class 5A state runner-up 


team. 

Freshman shortstop April 
Boyd (.403, 13 RBIs, 18 SB) 
played on a slow-pitch state 
championship team at Adams 


County Christian School, as 


Walker (.250), sophomore 
pitcher Marley Smith (.458, 


17 RBls) and freshman first 
baseman Lauren White (.311, 


17 RBIs) at Union. 
Completing the roster 
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right fielder Erica Hardin 
(.386, 11 RBIs) of Louisville 
and sophomore _ third 
baseman Kotreece Bender 
(.207) of Newton. Bender 
played on ECCC’s 2004 
region champion and 2005 





region runner-up basketball 
squad. . 


“If we can get players that 
have already played in big 
games, that makes it a whole 
lot easier for us,” Hill said. 
“These kids have played in 
good programs. Not only do 
we have good players in our 
district, we've complemented 
them with some good players 
from out of district that have 
provided some help for us.” 

Marley Smith leads the 
Lady Warriors on the mound 
with a perfect 15-0 mark to 
go with a 1.04 ERA. In 94 
innings, she has 80 strikeouts 
and only 15 walks. Lindsey 
Smith is 8-2 with a 2.92 ERA. 
Walker is 4-0. 

“We've got to get the same 
kind of performances on the 
mound that we've had 
throughout the season,” Hill 
said. “If we get those per- 
formances, then defensively, 
we've got to make the plays 
behind our pitcher. 

“If we can do those two 
things and get some good 
clutch hitting, I think that we 
can be successful here,” Hill 
added. “We're going to have 
opportunities to drive a run 
in here or there. The differ- 
ence is whether you get that 
big hit or not.” . 

Co-Lin was ranked No. 5 
nationally in the NJCAA Divi- 
sion II poll entering this 
week. Gulf Coast and North- 
west received votes, but 
ECCC did not. : 

“Hopefully, we can con- 
tinue to sneak up on folks,” 
Hill said. “That's something 
for us to shoot for. Maybe we 
d in the poll, and that’s 
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tournament 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 
DECATUR — Six community 
college fast-pitch softball teams will 
battle for one berth in the NJCAA 


Division Il Championships this © 


weekend at East Central Commu- 
nity College. 

The tournament counts as both 
the MACJC state and NJCAA 
Region XXIII Division II champi- 
onships. 

Play begins today at 1 p.m., when 


Meridian Community College takes 


on Northwest Mississippi Commu- 
nity College. At 3 p.m., the Lady 
Warriors of East Central square off 
with Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College. 

At 5 p.m., the Meridian-North- 
west winner faces Mississippi Gulf 


Coast Community College, while at 


7 p.m., the ECCC-Co-Lin winner 
meets Northeast Mississippi Com- 
munity College. 

East Central went 15-1 on its 
home field this spring, excluding 
two forfeits from Coahoma Com- 
munity College. 

“Tt means a lot to be right here 
on our field,” said Scott Hill, who is 
57-19 in his second year as ECCC 
head coach. “You have pride in 
playing well at home. We've done 
well thus iar at seine ats We’ ! Sane 
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need to do our part and give 
them something really good 
to watch.” 

Hill sees no favorite in the 
field. 

“When you're looking at 
all six teams, I think you're 
looking at a bunch of teams 
that can come in here and 
win this tournament,” Hill 
said. “There’s not going to be 
an easy ballgame. Northeast 
and Northwest traditionally 
have good programs. Down 
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South; you've got Co-Lin and 


Gulf Coast who have been 


winning a lot of ballgames. In 
our Central Division, you've 
got the defending state 
champions in Meridian. They 
went to lowa last year and 
know what it takes to get 
there. They're hungry to do 
well in this tournament.” 

Tickets are $5, which are 
good for all the games in a 
day. 

“We invite everybody to 
come out,’ " Hill said. “I think 
it's going to be one of the 


most entertaining things 
that’s happened around here 
in a while. I think everybody 
will get their money’s worth.” 

East Central enters the 
tournament with a 31-3 
record and a 24-game win 
streak. Marley Smith of 
Union is 15-0 with a 1.04 ERA. 
Lindsey Smith of Neshoba 
Central is 8-2, while Lindsay 
Walker of Union ts 4-0. 

Kristin Chaney of Newton 
County is the Lady Warriors’ 
top batter, as she sports a 
008 average with four dou- 
bles, two triples, and 11 RBIs. 
She 9 15-o0f-15 in stolen 
base 

Smith bats .458 with three 


doubles and 17 RBIs. April 


CARTHAGINIAN 
* NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 


Boyd of Adams County Chris- 
tian School is batting .403 
with 13 RBIs and 18 steals. 
Other top hitters are Erica 
Hardin (.386), Dominique 
Mapp (.377), Suzanne 
Chaney (.366), Obreisha 
Davis (341), Shelly Ferguson 
(.333), Abby Miller (330), and 
Lauren White (.311). Fer- 
guson has 14 steals, while 
Niet hss ie 
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ECCC announces fast-pitch softball signees 

Five area softball standouts have signed national letters of intent with East 
Central Community College in Decatur, announced Lady Warrior softball coach 
Scott Hill. 

Joining the ECCC squad for the 2005-06 campaign are first baseman 
Samantha Giambrone of Neshoba Central; outfielder Loren Kennedy and catch- 
er Tiffany Thomas, both of Union; —— Candace Griffin of Philadelphia; 
and shortstop Amanda Schmidt of Carthag 
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in opening 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 


day 


DECATUR — The East Central Community 












Tournament. 


game 
the losers’ bracket. 


25-game win streak. 


From Page B1 






held May 19-21. 

fae “You win that first ball- 
| game and you feel like you're 
just getting into the tourna- 
ment good,” ECCC head 


[IMPACT 


College Lady Warriors experienced the highs and 
lows of the fast-pitch softball world Friday in the 
opening day of the MACJC State/Region XXIII 


ECCC opened with a 3-1 victory over fourth- 
ranked Copiah-Lincoln, then dropped its second 
5-0 to Northeast Mississippi and fell into 


The loss to Northeast snapped a school record 


ECCC (32-4) faces Northwest Mississippi (33-6) 
at 2 p.m. today and needs five wins to advance to 
the nationals at Fort Dodge, I 


See Lady Warriors 
Page B2 


owa, which will be 










improved its record to 32-3. 
“We had some young 


ladies that really stepped up 
and had some crucial hits 
along with a good pitchin 
performance and a goo 
roe apa performance,” Hill 
Seta 
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Jessica Melton reached on an 
‘ror, moved to second on a 
wild pitch, and scored on a 
sacrifice fly by Brandi 
Bridges after a sacrifice bunt 
by Megan Bateman. 
Marley Smith (16-0) 


inning. Hass’ blast chased 
Smith after just a third of an 
inning, 

Marley Smith tossed the 
final 6 2/3 innings, allowing 
only one unearned run off 
four hits. She struck out five 














coach Scott Hill said. “Then ‘ struck out five and walked and walked tw 
you're back in the loser's The Lady Warriors lostthe one. The only runner she "Norticasre Brenda Der- 
bracket. Even though you've 8 bat of shortstop Kristin allowed over the first four byshire (13-5) of White Rock, 
won one game, you're back Sy ae the game after innings came ona buntsingle British Columbia, Canada, 
to square one. she was hit’by a pitch on the by Bridges in the top of the kept the ECCC batters in 
“Weil jost buys ip wen pe om Bret check as she allowed five hits 
what we're made of (today).” phe Poitels inning. X-rays f Bie Ai SP Suzanne and no walks, while striking 
yn epee : ~nhaney 1 two singles t se" . - 
ECCC 3 re ECCC took a 2-0 lead in for ECCC. Emily Horne OL. OnECCC’s only major threat 
Co-Lin i DasaneeMopesite came in the Bottom of tht 
The Lady Warriors got a ally with a single to center Northeast 5 <e se gc fn dou- 
| two-hitter from Marley Smith field. Jennifer Smith and Ecec QO two-out single b Kristin 
and a two-run single from Lauren White drew walks to Chaney. Derk shi y este 
Suzanne Chaney to knock off 10d the bases with one out. Northeast jumped on ona GELS os potest ¢ 
the fourth-ranked Lady , Suzanne Chaney gave the ECCC starter Lindsey Smith the inning get out o! 
game. | two-run single to left field. a pair of two-run homers hit for ECCC with iene 
_ECCC extended its win- Colin 27-5) got its only [rom Torie Malone and naugh and Abby Miller both 
ning streak t6° 25 and funinthe oR of the sixth as Amber Hass in the first getting a double. a 
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the sixth as Dominique Mapp 


drew a two-out walk and 
scored on a single by Jennifer 
Smith. 

The Lady Warriors had 
five hits with Abby Miller also 
getting a single. 

Lacie McCulley (24-4) got 
the loss. She gave up five hits 
and one walk while striking 
out eight as Northwest fin- 
ished 33-7. 


ECCC 5 
Gulf Coast 4 


Kristin Chaney slid home 
with the winning run in the 
bottom of the ninth as the 
Lady Warriors staved off 
elimination on Saturday 


night. i 

Chaney led-off the ninth 
and went all the way to 
second base on an error on 
the Gulf Coast third 
baseman. Miller bunted 
Chaney to third, and Chaney 
was safe in a collision at the 
plate following a grounder tc 


in the to 


ee , tf 
i J = 


Gulf Coast took a 1-0 leac 
p of the first inning 
on a solo homer to center 
field by Emily LeBlanc. © 
The Lady Warriors went 
up 2-1 in the bottom of the 
first as Chaney led off with 
an infield hit, and Miller fol- 
lowed with a two-run homer 
to left field. | | 
A two-run triple to right 
field by LeBlanc put the Lady 
Bulldogs up 3-2 in the top of 
the third. LeBlanc made it 4-2 
when she scored on a single 
by Heather Matos. 4 
The Lady Warriors tied 
the game at 4-4 in the bottom 
of the fourth on a two-run 
double to right-center by 
Kotreece Bender. Her hit 
scored Courtesy runners 
Obreisha Davis and Allison 
McDaniel. ECCC had run- 
ners at second and third with 
one out, but Gulf Coast's 
Lindsay Long got Chaney to 
pop up and Miller to hit a 
comebacker to escape fur- 
ther damage. 
Smith improved her 
cord to 18-0 with the win. 


Coast finished at 32-9. 
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ty College’ § fast-pitch soft: 
ball team finished third in 
the MACJC/Region 23 
Fast-Pitch Softball Tour- 
nament held May 6-8 on 
the Decatur campus. 

The ECCC women, who 
completed season action 
with a 34-5 record under 
second-year head coach 
Scott Hill, fell 8-1 to the 
Lady Tigers in semi-final 
action Sunday afternoon 
to close out competition in 
the _ double-elimination 
tournament. 





- Meridian Community 


College won. the champi- 
onship title by defeating 
Northeast 4-2 .The MCC 
women went undefeated 
in the three-day event, 
posting wins over North- 
west (2-1) and Gulf Coast 
(1-0) on Friday followed by 


“another close win (1-0) 


over Northeast Saturday. 
ECCC hurler. Marley 
Smith of Union suffered 
her only loss of the year in 
the semi-final defeat to 
Northeast. allowing three 
runs on four hits during 
two and a third innings of 
work. Smith finished with 
sta , 





riors. Lindsey Walker, also 
of Union, finished the con- 
test on the mound, allow- 
ing five runs on six hits. 
Dominique Mapp of 
Newton County led EC at 
the plate with a double 
and single. Kristin 


The Lady Watriors post- Chaney, .Jennifer Smith 
; and Obreisha Davis, all 
See THIRD, Page 2B 
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products of Newton Coun- 
ty High School, had two 
singles each; and Abby 
Miller of Madison Central 
had a single. Davis scored 
Kast Central’s lone run. 


ECCC 5, Gulf Coast 4 
Kristin Chaney scored 
the winning run in the bot- 
tom of the ninth on an 
infield hit by Marley 
Smith. Gulf Coast had 
jumped out to a 1-0 lead in 
the first inning on Emily 
LeBlanc's. solo homer. 
Abby Miller blasted a two- 
run shot in the bottom of 
the first to give East Cen- 
tral a 2-1 lead. Gulf Coast 
rallied for three runs in the 
third but EC tied the con- 
test when Kotreece Bender 
of Newton doubled, scor- 
ing two Lady Warriors. 
Chaney led EC hitters 
with three singles and 
scored twice. Bender 
added a double and singles 
were recorded by Miller, 
Mapp, Lauren White of 
Union, Erica Hardin of 
Louisville and Joy Cave- 
naugh of Newton County. 
Miller, Jennifer Smith and 
White also scored for EC. 
Marley Smith went the 
distance for EC on the 
mound, allowing four runs 
on six hits. She fanned 





seven and walked three. 


ECCC 3, Northwest 0 

The Lady Warriors 
scored twice in the third 
and once in the sixth in 
recording the shut out vic- 
tory EC hitters were 
Chaney, Miller, Jennifer 
Smith and Shelly Ferguson 
and Suzanne Chaney, both 
Newton County products. 

Marley Smith allowed 
just three hits in picking 
up the shut-out victory. 
She fanned five batters 
and walked two. 


ECCC 3, Copiah-Lincoin 1 

East. Central began tour- 
nament action by slipping 
past the Lady Wolves on 
Marley Smith’s two-hitter 
EC was led at the plate by 
Mapp and Suzanne Chaney, 
who each recorded two sin- 
gles; and April Boyd of 
Adams Christian and Jen- 
nifer Smith, singles each. 
Mapp, Smith and Suzanne 
Chaney also scored for EC. 


Tournament scores 

Friday: Meridian 2, North- 
west 1; ECCC 3, Co-Lin 1: 
Meridian 1, Gulf Coast 0: 
Northeast 5, ECCC 0; Satur- 
day: Gulf Coast 2, Co-Lin 1: 
ECCC 3, Northwest 0; Merid- 
ian 1, Northeast 0; ECCC 5, 
Gulf Coast 4: Sunday: 
Northeast 8, ECCC 1; and 
Meridian 4, Northeast 2 
(championship game). 
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Hopes of a state and region champi- 
onship ended for the East Central 
Community College softball team 
Sunday afternoon with an by 
8-1 loss to Northeast 
Mississippi Community 
College. : | Stamper 

The Lady Warriors placed third in 
the six-team event. Their 34-5 record 
set a school record for wins. 

“We don't have anything to be 
ashamed of,” ECCC head coach Scott 
Hill said. “The girls have had a heck of 
a year, and I'm really proud of them. We 
would have liked to have gone on, but 
that's the way it worked out.” 

EC went 3-2 in the tournament, beat- 
ing Copiah-Lincoln (3-1), losing 5-0 to 
Northeast, beating § Northwest 
Mississippi (3-0) and Gulf Coast (5-4) 
before being eliminated by Northeast. 

Meridian Community College then 
beat Northeast 4-2 in the finals to clinch 
its second-straight trip to the national 
tournament at Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

ECCC 

Copiah-Lincoin 1 

Suzanne Chaney hit a two-run single 
to put the Lady Warriors up 2-0 in the 
bottom of the fifth innigg Friday after- 
noon. : 

After Co-Lin closed to within 2-1 in 
the top of the sixth, Kristin Chaney 
added an RBI single that drove in 
Suzanne Chaney with an insurance run 
in the bottom of the sixth. 

Marley Smith (16-0) got the win, 
allowing one unearned run on two hits. 
She struck out five. 

EC, 32-3, had six hits with Dominique 
Mapp and Suzanne Chaney both getting a 
pair of singles. Jennifer Smith and April 


a each had one single. 
Northeast 5 
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cord year ends early 


Brenda Derbyshire (13-5) tossed a 
five-hit shutout Friday night as 
Northeast blanked the Lady Warriors 
for the third straight time dating back to 
the 2004 season. 

The Lady Tigers roughed up EC 
starter Lindsey Smith (8-3) early as they 
got two-run‘homers from Torie Malone 
and Amber Hass in the first inning. 

Marley Smith tossed the final 6 2/3 
innings. She allowed four hits and 
struck out five. 


EC, 32-4, got one double each from _ 


Joy Cavenaugh and Abby Miller and a 
single apiece from Kristin Chaney, 


Dominique Mapp, and Kotreece 
Bender. 
ECCC 3 
Northwest 0 


Marley Smith (17-0) tossed a three- 
hit shutout in Saturday's early elimina- 
tion game. She struck out five and 
walked two. 

The Lady Warriors scored twice in 
the third inning and once in the sixth. 
Suzanne Chaney and Kristin Chaney 
had RBI singles in the third frame and 


Jennifer Smith had an RBI single in the 


sixth. | 

The 33-4 Lady Warriors had five hits 
in the game. Also getting hits were 
Abby Miller and Shelly Ferguson. 

Lacie McCulley (28-4) took the loss 
for Northwest, 33-7. 

ECCC 5 

Gulf Coast 4 

Kristin Chaney scored the winning 
run in the bottom of the ninth inning on 
a fielder’s choice by Marley Smith in 
Saturday night's elimination game. 

Smith tossed a six-hitter to up her 
record to 18-0. She struck out seven and 
walked three. | 

Gulf Coast took a 1-0 lead in the first 























ECCC 0 inning on Emily LeBlanc’s solo homer. 
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Ready at First 

East Central's Lauren White is 
ready for a play at first base against 
Co-Lin in last week’s MACJC 
State/Region 23 Togranneat at 
Decatur. Photo by Marty Stamper. 


Abby Miller put the Lady Warriors 
up 2-1 with a two-run blast in the bot- 
tom of the first. 


Gulf Coast rallied for three runs in 


the third, but EC tied the contest when 
Kotreece Bender doubled home a pair 
of runs in the fourth frame. 


EC, 34-4, had nine hits with Kristin 
Chaney geiting three singles. She also 


scored a pair of runs, Dominique Mapp, 
Lauren White, Erica Hardin, and Joy 


Caven-augh each had oie Hie 

Lindsey Long (16-5) took the loss 
for Gulf Coast, 32-9. 

Northeast : 

ECCC 

Marley Smith (18-1) suffered “m 
only loss of the year in the semifinal 
defeat, allowing three runs on four hits 
during two innings of work. 

In EC's first four games in the tour- 


| nament, she was 3-0 and had thrown 


386 pitches in 29 2/3 innings. She had 
allowed 15 hits and eight walks, while 
striking out 22. 

Lindsay Walker finished the contest 
on the mound, allowing five runs on six 
hits. 

EC had several scoring threats dur- 
ing the game, but could only manage 
one run Which came in the top of the 
fifth inning. Obreisha Davis beat out a 
two-out bunt and Kristin Chaney fol- 
lowed with a single to left field, Davis 
scored on a double to the Saye in right- 
center field by Abby Mill 

EC, 34-5, stranded a runners in 
the game, including seven in scoring 
position, The Lady Warriors left two 
runners on base in the fourth, fifth, sixth 
and seventh inakigs:. 

“We needed a hit or two here or 
there,” Hill said. “We couldn't expect to 
shut anybody down. They're a good 
club and they had already shown that 
they can hit the ball. We knew we need- 
ed to hit the ball. We hit it, we just did- 
n't hit it at the right time.” 

Chaney, Davis, Dominique May 
and Jennifer Smith each had two of t 
Lady Warriors’ nine hits. 

Northeast improved to 28-13 with 
Shannon Vanderploeg (13-4) getting the 


win. Kelly Yates went 3-for-3 with a 
double for the Lady Tigers. Amber Hass 


had a single and a home run. 


ECCC Lady Diamond 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR—East Central 
Community College's fast-pitch 
softball team finished third in the 
MACJC/Region 23 Fast-Pitch 
Softbali Tournament held May 6- 
8 on the Decatur campus. 

The ECCC women, who com- 
pleted season action with a 34-5 
record under second-year head 
coach Scott Hill, fell 8-1 to the 
Lady Tigers in semi-final action 


another close win (1-0) over 

Northeast Sa 

ECCC hurler Marley Smith of 
Union suffered her only loss of 
the year in the semi-final defeat to 
Northeast, allowing three runs 
on four hits during two and a 
third innings of work. Smith fin- 
ished with a staggering 16-1 mark 
for the Lady Diamond Warriors. 
Lindsey Walker, also of Union, 
finished the contest on the 
mound, allowing five runs on six 


Sunday afternoon to close out pits 


competition in the double-elimi- 
nation tournament. 
The Lady Warriors posted wins 
over Copiah-Lincoln 1) on 
and slipped __s past 
Northwest (3-0) and Gulf Coast 5- 
4 during Saturday contests. East 
Central lost its first matchup 
with Northeast by a 5-0 margin 
Friday night. 
Meridian Community College 
the championship title 54 
defeating Northeast 4-2 ‘The MCC 
- Women went undefeated in the 
event, wins 
over Northwest (2-1) and Gulf 
Coast (1-0) on Friday followed by 


i 
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Dominique Mapp of Newton 
County led EC at the plate with a 
double and single. Kristin 
Chaney, Jennifer Smith and 
Obreisha Davis, all products of 


of Madison Central had a single. 
Davis scored East Central's lone 
ECCC 5, Guif Coast 4 

ning run in the bottom of the 
ninth on an infield hit by Marley 
out to a 1-0 lead in the first inning 
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Warriors Finish 


on Emily LeBlanc's solo homer. 
Abby Miller blasted a two-run 
shot in the bottom of the first to 
give East Central a 2-1 lead. Gulf 
Coast rallied for three runs in the 
third but EC tied the contest 
when Kotreece Bender of Newton 
doubled, scoring two Lady 
Warriors. 

Chaney led EC hitters with 
three singles and scored twice. 
Bender added a double and sin- 
gles were recorded by Miller, 

Lauren 

White of Union, Erica Hardin 
of Louisville and Joy Cavenaugh 
of Newton County. Miller, 
Jennifer Smith and White also 
scored for EC. . 

Marley Smith went the dis- 
tance for EC on the mound, allow- 
fanned seven and walked three. 
ECCC 3, Northwest 0 | 

The Lady Warriors scored 
twice in the third and once in the 
sixth in recording the shut out 
victory. EC hitters were Chaney, 
Miller, Jennifer Smith and Shelly 
Ferguson and Suzanne Chaney, 





both Newton County products. 
Marley Smith allowed just 
three hits in picking up the shut- 


out victory She fanned five bat- 


ters and walked two. 
ECCC 3, Copiah-Lincoln 1 

East Central began tourna- 
ment action by slipping past the 
Lady Wolves on Marley Smith's 
two-hitter. EC was led at the plate 
by Mapp and Suzanne Chaney, 
who each recorded py cee 
and April Boyd of 
Christian and Jennifer oe 
singles each. Mapp, Smith and S. 


Chaney also scored for the Lady 


Warriors. 

Tournament scores: Friday- 
Meridian 2, Northwest 1; ECCC 3, 
Copiah-Lincoln 1; Meridian 1, 


Gulf Coast 0; Northeast 5, East 


Central 0; 
Saturday—Gulf Coast 2, 
Copiah-Lincoln 1; East Central 3, 


Northwest 0; Meridian 1, 
Northeast 0; East Central 5, Gulf 
Coast 4; Sunday- Northeast 8, 
East Central 1; and Meridian 4, 
Northeast 2 (championship 
game). 


MAY [lo ¢LD 
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Smith posts solid year for 


When you look at Marley 
Smith's stats for the 2005 soft- 
ball season, you'd by 


think she had been | 
Marty 


pitching all her life. 7 
In fact. by the Stamper 


time she lefi the circle for the final 
time as a sophomore at East 
Central Community College, she 
was considered one of the top — 





Lady Warrior Ace 


junior college pitchers in the state. 

An 18-1 sophomore record 
with two saves and a 1.28 ERA 
backs up that assessment. In 125 
1/3 innings, she struck out 100 
batters and walked 24. 

“You never think you're 
going to have a pitcher go 18-1,” 
ECCC coach Scott Hill said. 
“That's hard for anybody to do. 





Marley Smith of Union went 18-1 in her sophomore year 
at East Central Community College. The Lady Warriors 
finished with a 34-5 record. Photo by Marty Stamper. 
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What helps out Marley so much 
is her competitive nature. She 
believes in herself and she's got 
confidence. You need that men- 
tal approach, as well as physical 
approach as a pitcher. 

“Marley definitely knows 
how to pitch and she’s smart 
enough to understand that she 
didn't have to strike everybody 
out, although she struck out her 
share. She let her defense play 
behind her and she struck folks 
out when she needed to. 

"She got it done. She’s defi- 
nitely a pitcher in every sense of 
the word.” 

Smith didn't play the game of 
fast-pitch until she entered the 
seventh grade. 

“That was the first year 
Union played fast-pitch,” Smith 
said. “I was nervous. I was 
scared. It was all new. The only 
thing that helped me was the fact 
that everybody was new to it. We 
were all on the same level. 

"I didn't start until Emily 
(Casey) graduated, so that was my 
10th grade year when I took over.” 

Developing into a pitcher did- 
nt come easy. Hour after hour 
was spent trying to become a 
pitcher and not just a thrower. 

“It took throwing pretty 
much every day,” Smith said. “I 
would throw until I got tired.” 

The fact that she doesn’t tire 
easily comes as no surprise to Hill. 

“She’s definitely very consci- 
entious about her approach, not 
just during the game, but during 
practice,” Hill said. “She just 
has a very good approach when 
it comes to preparation.” 

After a 13-5 senior year at 
Union, Smith signed with the 
Lady Warriors of ECCC as a 
member of Hill's first team. She 
was 35-12 over her last three 
years ofshigh school. 
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Marley Smith of Union was 18-1 with a 1.28 ERA during her sophomore year at 
ECCC. She also had a .379 batting average. Photo by Marty Stamper. 


“I knew I would have to do 
my fair share (of pitching at 
ECCC),” Smith said. “I knew I 
was coming pretty much to pitch 
and not necessarily play any- 
where else in the field. 

“As a freshman, I did play 
third when I wasn't pitching. 

“Every now and then, | 
played in the outfield this year, 
but most of the time I either 
pitched or watched.” 

Smith, whose .379 batting 
team, found pitching is a lot more 
enjoyable when there's a strong 
defense on the field with her. 

"It was great. I love having a 
defense," Smith said, “All I 
have to do is try to get them to 
pop up or ground out, the 


defense would take care of it. 
“It took a lot of pressure off 
of me knowing | had a defense.” 
Having the likes of 2004 sec- 
ond-team All-American Kristin 
Chaney, Abby Miller, Allison 
McDaniel, April Boyd, Lauren 
White, Erica Hardin, Suzanne 
Chaney, Joy Cavenaugh, Obreisha 
Davis, Dominique Mapp, Shelly 
Ferguson, Kotreece Bender, and 
Jennifer Smith in the field would 
give most pitchers confidence. 
Smith's 18-1 mark this spring, 
however, did come as a surprise. 
“I never thought that would 
ever happen. It feels great for it 


to have happened,” Smith said. * 


The Lady Warriors’ 34-5 
record was somewhat of a sur- 
prise too. 


“I knew we would be really 
good this year. I didn’t know 
how good, but | knew we had a 
lot of people coming in that 
could play. It ended up being 
really good,” Smith said. 

Whether or not Smith has 
played her last game remains to 
be seen, 

“Td like to play, but I don't 
know yet if I'm going to,” Smith 
said. “Everything is still up in 
the air.” 

Smith and the other five 
sophomores leave ECCC with a 
two-year record of 60-21. 

“Lloved my two years here,” 


said Smith, who was recently 


inducted into the ECCC Hall of 
Fame, the highest honor ECCC 
awards its students, 
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Lady Warriors come up short on last | 
day of State/Region XXIII tourney 


By Marty Stamper 
Staff writer 


DECATUR — East Central Community College’s 
best softball season in school history came to an end 


with a third-place finish in the MACJC State/Region 


XXII Tournament Sunday afternoon following an 8- 


- i to Northeast Mississippi Community: Col- 


eThe Lady Warriors wrapped up their season with 
a 34-5 record. 

“We don't have anything to be ashamed of,” said 
ECCC head coach Scott Hill. “The girls have had a 
heck of a year, and I'm really proud of them. We 
would have liked to have gone on, but that’s the way 
it worked out,” 

ECCC had several scoring threats during the 
game, but could only manage one run which came in 
the top of the fifth inning. Obreisha Davis beat out a 
two-out bunt and Kristin Chaney followed with a 
single to left field. Davis scored on a double to the 
fence in right-center field by Abby Miller. 


ECCC stranded nine runners in the game, 


99 


We couldn't expect to shut anybody 
down. They're a good club. 


Scott Hill | 


including seven in scoring position. The Lady War- 
riors left two runners on base in the fourth, fifth, 
sixth and seventh innings. 

“We needed a hit or two here or there,” Hill said. | 
“We couldn't expect to shut anybody down. They're 


a good club, and they had already shown that they 


can hit the ball. We knew we needed to hit the ball. 
We hit it, we just didn’t hit it at the right time.” 
Chaney, Davis, Dominique Mapp and Jennifer 
Smith each had two hits for ECCC, 
Marley Smith (18-1) took her first loss of the 


See La Warriors 
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Goldman's single to center 
field staked the Lady Tigers 
to a three-run lead. 
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season. In two innings, she 
allowed four runs on four 
hits. In ECCC’s first four 
games in the tournament, 
she was 3-0 and had thrown 
386 pitches in 29° innings. 
She had allowed 15 hits and 
eight walks, while striking 
out 22 | 

Northeast took control 
early, putting up three runs in 
bottom of the second inning. 
Amber Hass led off with an 
infield hit. Kelli Neal followed 
with a single that scored 


Northeast added two more 
runs in the fourth. Hass hit a 
leadoff homer to center field. 
Neal drew a walk and scored 
ona sacrifice fly by Goldman. 

The Lady Tigers answered 
ECCC’s run with a lead-off 
home ron by Torie Malone in 
the bottom of the sixth. 

Northeast added two more 
insurance runs in the sixth 
on a single by Yates, a double 
by Kim Panneil and two 
ECCC errors. 

The Lady Tigers had nine 
hits. Yates went 3-for-3 with a 


double. Hass was 2-for-3. 


Goldman had two RBIs. 





APPEARED IN: Hass when the ball skipped 
by Allison McDaniel in left 
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If the National Junior ~ College Athletic 
Association had such an honor as Miss NJCAA, 
the organization would do well to give it to Kristin 
Chaney. . by 

_Not. many athletes can match Marty 
Chaney's four-time All-American Stamper 
status on the junior college level, =~ ~——* 

The 2005 East Central Community College 
graduate was recently named to the NJCAA 
Division I Softball All-American first team. She 
was the only Mississippian to receive that honor. - 

Throw in second-team All-American awards in 
softball her freshman year and basketball her 
sophomore year and you get the feeling the folks 
at NJCAA headquarters in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., will recall her name many years from now. 

“It's a great honor,” said Chaney, who has 
already enrolled at the University of Southern 
Mississippi in Hattiesburg, where she will play 
basketball this winter. She will play both basket- 
ball and softball the following year. | 

“I wasn't shocked,” Chaney added. “It was 
what I was striving for. Anything less than second- 
team All-American meant I went down, (from last 
year) instead of up and my goal was to go forward 
instead of backward. | 

“Iwas proud of that first-team award. 


ey receives mo 


but | didn't want to go 
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Certainly, I didn't want 
to go backwards: | either 
wanted to get second- # 
team or go upwards and 
fortunately I did. | 
“The main thing was 
us winning as a team, 


down.” 

She was also named 
Distinguished Academic 
All-American, which 
recognizes student-ath- 
letes who maintained a 
minimum 3.8 grade 
point average for 45 semester hours. 

Chaney had already been named to the MACJC 
all-state and Region 23 softball teams this spring. . 
She helped lead the Lady Warriors to a school- 


record 34 wins and five losses in 2005. 


_ The Lady Warriors were the MACJC Central 
Division champions and finished third in the 
MACYJC state/Region 23 Tournament which 
ECCC hosted in early May. 

Chaney, who split time at shortstop and catch- 
er, led the Lady Warriors with a 494 batting aver- 
age. She had three triples, four doubles, and 12 
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All-American honors 


Chaney received second-team All-American 
honors in 2004 after leading the Lady Diamond 
Warriors to the Central Division runner-up title 
and a berth in the state/region tournament en route 
to a 26-16 record, She batted .423 with four 
triples, seven doubles and 15 RBIs. She also 

She was also chosen All-Region 23, All-State, 
and All-Central Division as a freshman and was 
named ECCC’s Most Valuable Player. 

Chaney is also a two-year standout on the Lady 
Warrior basketball team, earning second-team All- 
American honors in Division I for the 2004-05 
campaign after leading the Lady Warriors to a sec- 
ond place finish in the Region 23, . Fournament and 
a 20-10 record. 

She was also named All-Region 23 and all- 
state and was selected for the MACJC All-Star 
and All-Region 23 Tournament teams. 

She was also selected ECCC’s Most Valuable 
Player and received the team co-captain award 
this year. Chaney averaged 13 points, four assists, 
and two steals during the 2004-05 season. 

The 2003-04 Lady Warrior basketball squad 
won the MACJC South Division and state cham- 
pionships, along with the Region 23 Tournament 


title, and finished runners-up in the consolation 
bracket of the NJCAA Division I Women's 
Basketball Championship in Salina, Kan. 

That ECCC team set a school record with 31 
wins and four losses and was ranked eighth in the 
final NJCAA poll. 

The basketball success cut into Chaney's play- 

g time in softball as the seasons overlapped for 

w weeks both years. 

“ wish I could have played all the (softball) 
games with them,” Chaney said. “After the Suc- 
cessful year we had, we wish we could have gone 
a little bit further, but we had a good season and 
can't hold our heads on it.” 

Awards Chaney received as a freshman includ- 
ed first team all-state and a spot on the All-Region 
23 Tournament Team. She was also named 
ECCC’s Newcomer of the Year. 

Chaney was also named to the 2005 ECCC 
Hall of Fame, the highest honor a student can 
receive at the college, 

The Newton County High School gradua 
the daughter of Ricky and Brenda Chaney of Little 
Rock. 





The ECCC public information department con- 
tributed to this report. 
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EVERYBODY'S ALL-AMERICAN 


EC’s kristen Chaney named A American w — 


Spe cial to the Record 
The list of honors con- 


tinues to grow for East - 


Central Community Col- 


lege standout | 


student/athlete Kristin 
Chaney of Little Rock, 
but her most recent acco- 
lade tops them all. 
Chaney has _ been 
named to the 2005 
NJCAA Division II Soft- 
ball All-American First 
Team, the only Mississip- 
pian to receive such an 
honor. She was earlier 
named to the All Region 
23, All-State and AIll-Divi- 
SiO ii 
teams 
after lead- 
ing the 
Lady Dia- 
mon 
Warriors 
to a 
record 34 
tJ wins and 
Chaney five loss- 
es. The 
ECCC women won the 
MACJC Central Division 
and placed third in the 
MACJC/Region 23 Tour- 
nament hosted by ECCC 
on the Decatur —paiaae 
Chaney, 
shortstop/ catcher, led the 
Lady Warriors with a .494 
batting average. She had 
three triples, four dou- 
bles and 12 RBIs. She also 
scored 28 runs. 
She received second 
team All-American hon- 





ors in 2004 after leading 


the 2004 Lady Diamond 
Warriors to the Central 
Division runner-up title 
and a berth in the 
region/state tournament 


See CHANEY, Page 2B 





ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
East Central Community College’ s Kristen Chaney follows through on a base hit 
earlier this season against Meridian Community College. After being a second-team 
selection last season, Chaney was named a first-team All-American this season. 


Chaney 
From Page 1B 


en route to a 26-14 venaea, 
Chaney batted .423 with 
four triples, seven doubles 
and 15 RBIs. She also 
scored 34 runs. In addition 
to receiving second team 
All-American honors, 
Chaney was chosen All- 
Region 23, All-State and 
All-Central Division. She 





was also selected ECCC’s 
most valuable player. 
Chaney is also a two- 
year standout on the Lady 
Warrior basketball team, 
earning second team All- 
American honors in Divi- 
sion I for the 2004-05 cam- 
paign after leading the 
Lady Warriors to a second 
place finish in the Region 
23 Tournament and a 20-10 
record. She was also 
named All-Region 23 and 
All-State and was tapped 
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for the All-Star and All- 
Region 23 Tournament 
teams. In addition, she 
was selected ECCC’s most 
valuable player and 
received the team co-cap- 
tain award. Chaney aver- 
aged 13 points, four assists 
and two steals during the 
2004-05 season. 

In addition to athletic 
honors, Chaney was 
named a 2005  Distin- 
cuished Academic All- 
American, which recog- 
nizes student-athletes who 
maintained a minimum 
3.8 grade point average for 
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45 semester hours. She 
was also named to the 2005 
ECCC Hall of Fame, the 
highest honor a student 
can receive at the College, 

Chaney plans to contin- 
ue her athletic career at 
the University of South- 
ern Mississippi where she 
will be a member of the 
basketball and _ softball 
teams. She plans to major 
in health education. 

The Newton County 
High School graduate is 
the daughter of Ricky and 
Brenda Chaney of Little 
Rock. 
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ECCC Softball Award Winners 
East Central Community College softball 
team members who received honors at 
the 2005 Spring Sports Awards Banquet 
include, from left, Kristin Chaney, most 
outstanding defensive and offensive play- 


er; and Obreisha Davis, Lady Warrior 


Award co-recipient, both products of 
Newton County High School; and Marley 
Smith of Union, most outstanding pitcher 
and Lady Warrior Award co-recipient. 
The awards were presented by head 
coach Scott Hill. Chaney and Smith were 
also named All-Region 23, all-state and 
first team all-division. Dominique Mapp 
of Newton County was selected all-state 
and first team all-division. Abby Miller of 
Madison Central and Jennifer Smith of © - 
Newton County were chosen second team 
all-division. The Lady Warriors won the 
MACJC Central Division title and fin- 
ished third in the MACJC/Region 23 
Tournament en route to a 34-5 record. 
ECCC photo. 
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Practical Nursing Class. at, 
East Central Community Col- 
lege in Decatur have passed 





Philadelphia; Jessica Bricker, 
Lena; Bonnie Harrell, 
Keneshia Thomas, Gloria Mar- 


Yas “\ 
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Weaver, Louisville; Ashley 


White, Newton; and John-« 


Johnson and Derek Wright, 





East Central 
All 17 graduates of the 2004 . and April McCurty, all of Shelby.Swanner, Bailey; Chris 


the NCLEX licensing exam on fin and Celeste Martin, all of both of Meridian, .. 
their first Sanae* announced Carthage; Vincent McElhenney Lori Luke and Kathy Elliott 
e Easo1 - and Laura Rosar, both of 







2880 0888 888 


served as class instructors. 
a ccc. Union; Anne Steptoe;. Forest: 
Sakti aes = was “yery 
i to ‘eeognize class 


requiring pes detetentin iin 
and perseverance. To have a 
100. percent pass rate on the 
first write speaks to the excel- 
lence of the faculty at East 
Central Community College 
edication of the prac- 
tical ‘nursing ‘students in 
achieving this a — - 
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nts named to the 2004 fall 
er honor roll, which includes 
selected to the President's list, 
*“s List and Honorable Mention 

have been announced at East 
ural Community College in 
Decatur, according to Donna Luke, 
Director of Admissions, Records and 


PRESIDENT’S LIST 

Those named to the President's 
List, students with a 4.0 grade point 
average, include the following: 

- CHOCTAW: Diana Tehauno 
Hickman; 

PHILADELPHIA: Joshua Darrell 
Benson, Sonya M. Bondie, Cindy 
Eakes Bryan, Carla Lee Chamblee, 
Joshua Kent Cumberland, Emily D, 
Hill, Danny J. Johnson, Priscilla A. 
Lee, DeAna Evans Morrow, Meagan 
Marie Myers, Shonda L. Nowell, 
Jodi Kelley Partridge, Misty D. 
Phillips, Vivian Seales, Ashley 
Nicole Tolbert, Brenda Pirkle Tullos, 
Tanya L. Watkins and Cecily 
Chantell Zaffar; 

UNION: Ashley Skylar Allard, 
Lauren Elizabeth Beckham, Tonya 
Shea Belk, Elizabeth A. Bennett, 
Clancy Lessine Cleveland, Beth A. 
Crotwell, John Ashley Franklin, 
Joshua F. Garrett, Lori Annette 
Horton, Tina Edwards Morgan, 
Joanna K. Page, James Casey 
Shackelford, Brant Andrew Winstead 
and Brooklyn N. Winstead. 


DEAN’S LIST 

The Dean's List includes the fol- 
lowing students who achieved a 3.5 
or above grade point average: 

CHOCTAW;: Nikki Shaun Comby 
and Warren Lee Isaac; 

PHILADELPHIA: Cyril Kane 
Amos, Heather N. Baine, Tehona Liz 
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Bell, Lindsey Nell Bostick, Kimberly 
L. Brazzle, Shan Carol Chaney, 
Rachel Leigh Chappell, Erica A. 
Clemons, Tywon Rontrice Davis, 
Benne Joe Dertinger, Kevin Lee 
Fedrick, Ava Watkins Files, Kimberly 
Rachelle Fitzhugh, Russell 
Giambrone, Katie Marie Hancock, 
Clinton D. Howell, Jennifer Ellen 
Johnson, Ahlishia Johnson, Marjay 
Harrison Jones, Jami Gayle Jones, 
Zachary Tyler Kilpatrick, Theresa 
Nicole Land, Sylvia D. Majure, 
Thomi Suzanne McGeisey, Narell 
Domini Monroe, Paul Martin Moss, 
Brent Dale Nance, Belenchia J. 
Payne, Aristotle Duane Phillips, 
Joshua Pigg, Elizabeth Charlene 
Prewitt, Brittni Rebecca Ray, Victoria 
F. Reese, Thomas Dwight Rushing, 
Jason Sanders, Jana Elizabeth 
Sansing, Tina Agent Savell, Marissa 
Unsharell Shannon, Felicia Lynnette 
Sharp, Tiffany S. Stack, William L. 
Tingle, Anna Kathryn Waltman and 
Troy Dale White: 

UNION: Rebekah 1. Crenshaw, 
Amy Nicole Dolan, Ashley Dawn 
Franklin, Marvin Eli Goss, Jeremy 
Hamm, Clinton M. Harmon, 
LaSaundra Cherelle Harrison, Aubrie 
Elise Howell, Shanna Russell Jones, 
Christopher Elbert Rush, Christy Ann 
Savell, Marley Ann Smith, Zach M. 
Staton, Rachael Lathem Sullivan, 
Natalie Tillman and Jeremy M. 
Tolbert. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

The following students were 
named to the Honorable Mention Last 
and earned a 3.0 or above grade point 
average: 

CHOCTAW: Jamaica Lynn 
Hernandez and Alan Christopher 
Martin: 


PHILADELPHIA: Jessica 


Michelle Alford, Stefanie Erin 
Ammerman, Teawanna Anderson, 
Jonni Diane Anderson, India 
peas fe oe Beckham, 








CCC announces Tall 


Denise Brazzle, Jamika Zabronzaye 
Brown, Merle Willis Bryan, Nakecia 
Renee Buckley, Daniel Lee Cain, 
Hope Lyman Chadwick, Rachel E. 
Chapman, Gabriel Lee Chickaway, 
Katie .D. Chunn, Lori Denise 


Coghlan, Adrienne M. Coleman, Lela 


Brooke Cumberland, Brian M. Dunn, 
Theresa R. Edwards, Brian C. 
Emerson, Justin Matthew Eubanks, 
Scott Anthony Fieber, David Lynn 
Fulcher, Richard Dewain Goldman, 
Holly Wilson Hardy, Lindsay R. 
Herrington, Lauren Hillman, Lisa 
Jean Holley, Dominetrix Franchesca 
Hunter, Lee Wayne Johnson, Brandy 
Jones, Heather Holley Kelly, Jimmy 
Clark Kight, Brett Thomas Latimer, 
Corey Daniel Logan, Robert Justin 
Lovern, Summer Jade Lovern, 
Vanessa Marie Manning, Emily 
Reagan Melton, Benjamin Alan 
Melton, Ron Nathanael Moore, 
Rhonda Fox Moore, Alexander Scott 
Moore, Joel Edsel Morris, Alexis 
Moneek Nichols, Tegan Renee Pettis, 
Jessica L. Porter, Paige Lynn Posey. 
Kirstin DuBose Posey, Tena M. 
Reynolds, Theresa Frances Savell, 
Erin Elizabeth Smith, Carl Benjamin 
Spence, Latisa Shanyell Stewart, 
Stormy Lynn Taylor, Steven Mark 
Thomas, Kevin Dwight Tindol, 
Adrienne Lenore Tubby, Kayla Marie 
Tullos, Elizabeth A. Tullos, 
Shawntye Nicole Vaughn, Traci 
Cornelius Walker, Shannon Danae 
Wallace, Ashley Coleman White, 
Joshua P. White, Miranda McDonald 
Williamson, Tiffany Shonique Willis. 
Elyse L. Willis and Dustin Jay 
Wilson; 

UNION: Lou Ann Averett, Dana 
R. Boone, Carol Cooksey Bradley, 
Madison Grace Brantley, Letha Mae 
Carter, Jessie Chunn, Melissa Ann 
Eshee, Luke Benjamin Howell, Kristi 
M. Keene, Lindsey M. Knight, Staci 
Jones Mann, Jammie L. Mason, 
Heather Dickerson Mathis, Andrew 
Scott McDaniel, Allison Brooke 


McDaniel, Dustin Clint Mott, James 
- €. Nelson, Quincy Patrick, Hali 
. Elizabeth Rainer, 
Reynolds, Carrie Leann Rowzee, 
Shana Michelle Smith, Lacie L. 


Billy Rouse 


Stephens, Jannie R. Talley, Treasure 


L. Vance, Casey Le’Ann Warren, 
Lauren 


Flizabeth White. Tabetha D. 


; 


Lala messermer 
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Kristin Bufkin, a fresh- 
man dental hygiene 
‘major, is a member 0° 
BSU and Sigma Signe 
Mu Tau. A graduate “ 
Newton County High 
School, Bufkin was 
named an American — 
scholar and was selected 
for Who's Who Among 
American High School 
Students. She was also 

| ipient of a ig 

5] mathematics aware, 

a ia trigonometry award, 
the Captain's Award and 
was selected “Most 





=-Lool S init” during 
Who's Who elect ee. 
She is the daughter 0 
of Decatur. — 
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Warrior Corps 
Stephanie Culpe 
Forests among Eas eae al 





Culpepper: a sah th, 
nursing major, is a member of 
the Wal Wall O” Sound band, color 
guard and The Tom-Tom staff. 
She is a graduate of Scott 
Central High School where she 
was a member of Health 


America. She ietias 

daughter 
oe Culpepper 
Michael Alexander serve as_ 
Warrior Corps sponsors. 
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Patterson, Willis join ECCC Warrtor Corps 


Shane Patterson and Tiffany 
Shonique Willis, both _ of 
Philadelphia, are among East Central 
Community College students select- 
ed to serve as a member of the 
Warrior Corps, an elite group that 
assists in recruiting and serves as 
hosts for college events and activities: 
on the Decatur campus. 

Patterson, a sophomore secondary 


education 
major,. 18) a 
graduate ~ of 
Neshoba 
Central High 
School, where 
he was selected 
Mr. NCHS and 
served as stu- 
dent body pres- 
ident. He was 
also Beta Club 

He is the 
son of Sherlon and Term Patterson of 
Philadelphia. 





Shane 
Patterson 


Willis, a freshman business. 
‘ administration major. is a member of 
“Phi Beta Lambda and the gospel 


choir. 


She is a 
graduate. of 
Philadelphia 
High School, 
Where her hon- 
ors include the | 
Dare You 
Award, Rotary 
Student of the 
Month, home- 
coming queen 
and Miss Black 
Neshoba 
County. 

Tiffany is the daughter of Eddie 
and Gloria Willis of Philadelphia, 

ECCC staff members Lanette 
Hanna, Christi Gregory and Michael 
Alexander serve as Warrior Corps 
SPONnsor;s. 





Tiffany 
Shonique Willis 
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A freshman, Madison 
Brantley, is a member of 
the Centralettes, the 
dance line for the 
Warrior Wall O’ Sound 
marching band. She is a 
graduate of Union High 
School, where she was a 


-- member of the 2003 state 


championship softball 
team. She was also 
named to the All-State 
team. In addition, she 
was selected wittiest and 
received Plain Seal 
awards for three years. 
She is the daughter of 
Don and Jan Brantley of 
Union. 
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Clancy Cleveland, a 
freshman liberal arts 
major, is treasurer of the 
freshman class and a 
member of the tennis 
team, Centralettes and 
Baptist Student Union. 
She was also elected 
freshman homecoming 
maid. She is a graduate 
of Union High School, 
where she named 
Salutatorian and was 
selected for Hall of 
Fame.Other honors she 
received include Miss 
UHS, homecoming 


queen, friendliest and 

most courteous. She is 

the daughter of Jerry 

and Cindy Cleveland of 

Union. 
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Lindsay Walker, a fresh- 
man physical therapy 
major, is a member of 
the Lady Warrior fast 
pitch softball team, 
Baptist Student Union 
and Sigma Sigma Mu 


’ Tau. She isa graduate 


of Union High School, 
where she was selected 
for Hall of Fame, stu- 
dent council and was a 
Girls State delegate, 
Additional honors she 
received include best 
personality, class 
favorite and Most 
Beautiful 2003. She is 
the daughter of Faye 
Dean and Curtis Walker. 
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Cavenaugh Joins Warrior Corps.. 
Joy bth of Chunky is — pe mee 7s 
mmunity eve students selected to serve - 
Bisa ae _ ber of the Warrior Corps, 
an elite group that assists 
_in recruiting and serves as 
hosts for college events 
and activities on the 
Decatur campus. 
Cavyenaugh, a freshman 
liberal arts major, is vice 
president of the freshman 
class and is a member of 
) the Lady Warrior softball 
team. Cavenaugh is a 
graduate of Newton 
County High School 
where she served as senior 
class president and stu- 
dent council secretary. 
She was also selected 
homecoming queen and 













Miss NCHS. She is the 

ss daughter of Rick and — 

Linda Cavenaugh of Chunky. | 
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Taylor Nichols, a fresh- 
man liberal arts major, is 
a member of the ECCC 
Foundation and the 
Baptist Student Union's 
drama team.He is a 
graduate of Newton 






cer teams. Honors he 
received include Mr. 

N CHS, Most Likely To 
Succeed, World History 
award, All-Division soc- 
cer and honorable men- 
tion All-Division foot- 











“yer A is the son of 
face ee 
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Victoria Goodman, a 


freshman biology major, 


is a member of the 
gospel choir and The 
rend newspa 

staff. She is a graduate 
of Holly Springs High 
School, where she a 


received the Chamber of 


Commerce Award pre- 
sented by Lt. Governor 
Amy Tuck. She is the 
daughter of Shannon 


Goodman-Hill and Larry 


Se eer sah! 
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Beth Crotwell, a freshman 

physical therapy major, is a 

member of the Wo-He-Lo 

annual staff and Sigma 

| Sigma Mu Tau, She is a 

_ graduate of Union High 

School, where she was edi- 

tor of the annual staff and a 
Girls’ State delegate. She 
was also a three-year recipi- 

| ent of the Yellow Jacket 

| Award. She is the daughter 
_ | of James and Denise 

—] Crotwell of Union. 
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Coleman K 





Edward 


Several locals join 
Warrior Corps at ECCC 


From press and staff 
reports 


6 Winston Countians 
among the East Central 
Community College stu- 
dents selected to serve as a 
member of the Warrior 
Corps, an elite group that 
assists in recruiting and 
serves as hosts for college 
events and activities on 
the Decatur campus. 

Deidre Coleman of 
Louisville was one of the 
selectees. 

Coleman, a _ freshman 
nursing major, is a member 
of Baptist Student Union. 
An honor graduate of 
Winston Academy, 
Coleman. received the 
Science Merit Award and 
was named to Whois Who 
Among’ American High 
School Students. 


She is the daughter of 


Mike and Darlene 
Coleman of Louisville. 
Keith Edwards of 


Louisville is also among 
East Central Community 
College students selected 
to serve as a member of the 
Warrior Corps, an elite 
group that assists in 
recruiting and serves as 
hosts for college events 
and activities on the 
Decatur campus. 

Edwards, a freshman lib- 
eral arts major, is a mem- 
ber of the Warrior baseball 
team. 

He is an honor graduate 
of Louisville High School, 
where he was named to the 
Hall of Fame, selected Mr. 
LHS, and earned the citi- 
zenship award. 

Keith is the son of Bobby 
and Linda Edwards of 





Gregory 


Louisville. 

Kevin Gregory of Nanih 
Waiya is among East 
Central Community 
College students selected 
to serve as a member of the 
Warrior Corps, an elite 
group that assists in 
recruiting and serves as 
hosts for college events 
and activities on .the 
Decatur campus. 

Gregory, a freshman lib- 
eral arts major, is a stu- 
dent assistant on the 
Warrior baseball team and 
is involved in numerous 
intramural sports. at 
ECCC., 

A graduate of Nanih 
Waiya High School, 
Gregory was a four- year 
Honor Roll member, 
received the DAR Award, 
and was selected to attend 
Boys’ State. 

He is the son of Terry and 
Marsha Gregory of Nanih 


Waiya. 

Jaimee Jones of 
Louisville is among East 
Central Community 


College students selected 





Jones 


to serve as a member of the 
Warrior Corps, an elite 
froup that assists in 
recruiting and serves as 
hosts for college events 
and activities on the 
Decatur campus. 

Jones, a freshman liberal 
arts major, is secretary of 
the freshman class and is a 


member of the Baptist 
Student Unionis 
Interpretive Movement 
Team. 


She is also a member of 


the Environmental Club, 
Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, and 
serves as a student assis- 
tant for the Lady Warrior 
basketball team, 

Jones is a graduate of 
Nanih Waiya Attendance 


Center where she was 
selected Valedictorian. 
senior class president, 


named to the Hall of Fame, 
co-editor of the annual, 
and Beta Club treasurer. 
She was named a Wendyis 
Heisman State Finalist, 
received the Lindy 
Cullahan scholarship, and 
was selected homecoming 


Price 


queen and freshman and 


junior maid. 


She is the daughter of 
Glen and Renee Jones of 
Louisville. 

Anna Price of Louisville 
is among East Central 
Community College stu. 
dents selected to serve as a 
member of the Warrior 
Corps, an elite group that 
assists in recruiting and 
serves as hosts for college 
events and activities on 
the Decatur campus. 

Price, a sophomore physi- 
eal therapy major, is a 
member of the tennis 
team, Baptist Student 
Union and the Wesley 
Foundation. 

She is a graduate of 
Grace Christian School, 
where she served as cap- 
tain of the softball and vol- 
leyball teams and was a 
recipient of softball and 
volleyball offensive and 
defensive awards. 

She is the daughter of 
Cecil and Melanie Price of 
Louisville. 


Ronda Stroud of 
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ne a Residents Bomplete ECC Commercial Truck Driving Program 


Looking foward to successuly completing East Central Community College's commercial ruck driving program 


are the above participants, shown with program instructors. Front row, from left are Teresa Clemons of F 








Terri Estes of Newton, Jerry Brantley (recent graduate) of Forest and Lee Fikes of Vossburg. Back row, from left, are 
ingdon of Unior 


Pete Copes, instructor; Joe Lee of Forest, Alex Lang 







instructor. Not pictured is evening class instructor ¢ am Hole ine 3. For more information about the eight-week pro- 
| pment  ECCC Workforce Development Center, Decatur, MS 
39327, Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 245. 


gram contact Chris Clark, workforce develo 
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Succeeding at ECCC 


Local students get glimpse of future 
cmapcee PBL I | | re + “mj 





East Central Community 
College’s Phi Beta Lambda 
Chapter recently visited 
Mrs. Massey and Mrs. 
Black’s classes at the 
Winston-Louisyville 
Vocational Technical 
Center. Students participat- 
ed in a work-shop that fol- 
lowed two students that 
graduated at the same time, 
yet took different paths. 

One went striaght into the 
work-force and the other 
went straight to college. . 

The study follows the stu- 
dents lives for a period of 
ten years tracking income, 
as well as expenses. Fran © 
Warmack, a non-traditional ) Geers — 
student at East Central (Above) Fran Warmack, a non-traditional student at East Central Community 
Community College spoke Collegspeaks to the class. 
with the students about the 
responsibilities of everyday most people obtain in their ing information. The class- . some were enlightened with 
life, such as rent, car pay- adult lives. The study also es actively participated by the differences. between 
ments, groceries, utilities, detailed the two students completeing surveys before their conceptions of life and 
and other expenses that yearly savings and budget- and after the class, and _ reality. 


———. 
A. 


Fy 


Ags 
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EC PHOTO 
Speak to ECCC Student Education Association: Joyce Luke (second from left), Newton 
County Elementary Schoo! media specialist, and Leah Walker (third from left), Newton County 
Elementary School third grade teacher, spoke to members of the East Central Community Col- 
lege Student Education Association about the teaching profession. Also pictured are SEA mem- 
bers Kristen Thomas (left) of Decatur and: Darlene Moore (right) of Forest. Lucille Wood serves 
as sponsor. 
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Mayes Joins ECCC Warrior Corps 
Misty Leigh Mayes of Newton has 
joined the East Central Community 
College Warrior Corps. They serve as 
ee college events and assist in 







Ci vu nt y Academy where she was elect. 
2d Mo: t Beautiful. She is the ppapnter 
Billy and Jill Mayes. 
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Joins ECCC Warrior Corps 


P 


Haley Brooke Harris of Decatur has 
joined the East Central Community 
College Warrior Corps. They serve as 
hosts for college events and assist in 
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ECCC Industrial Maintenance 


WEEK OF [| &!), 





Program participants © ane 
rhese Philadelphia residents, are participating in an Industrie 
Miowntes jl Program held at the Productivity 
Enhancement Lab at the Philadelphia/Neshoba County Vocational- 
Technical Center. Sponsored by East Central Community College 
in Decatur, the five-level program combines classroom instruction 
and. “hands-on’..skills demonstrations. Completion of each level 
leads to a por able ce tifica tion with the NCCER in Gainesville, Fla. 
Seated from left are Steven Snuggs, Ottis Skinner, Sara Winham 
and Kevin Willis. Standing from left are Wayne Williams, Donnie 
Chunn, Eric Copeland, and Jerrial Fryery.. Also pictured. is class 





instructor Blake Warren, who said students do not need to have spe 
cific knowledge of experience to jointhe class, just “a desire to 
develop technical skills for maintaining technical a sss Me 
more information contact Blake — Warren, Ph 656-8 a 
bwarren@eccc.edu oF s Clark, Ph 635-2111, ext. 245, 
clark @eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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in ‘Job 
’ competition 

ho iors in the “Job Demonstration A” 
sUSA Championships for District I!! 

y College in Decatur. Approximately 
din the annual event. Pictured are 
6, McKellar Technology Center; Kristi 
eshoba County Vocational-Technical 
———_ Vocational-Technical 
sa pale to state competi- 
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ECCC PHOTO 


ECCC ART SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 


received art to continue thelr education at East Central Community College in Decatur. 
Respawn oer vlued et $360 (1/2 fulton) pr semester include (from left) Sandy Guess of Union and Megan 
of Forest. Those recelving academic art scholarships, valued at $700 (full tuition) per semester, include (third from left) Chris 

Shuler of Harperile and Evan Shel of Lak. fibo picture We art tnotuctor Brace Guraedy. 
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Receive Phi Theta Kappa Regional Awards 
Members of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society of the two-year col- 
lege, at East Central Community College in Decatur recently attended the Mississippi/Louisiana 
Regional Convention at Southwest Mississippi Community College in Summit, where they received var- 
ious honors and awards. Theta Xi received recognition as a five-star chapter and also received the 
Service Hallmark Award. In addition, chapter president Courtnee Graham (second from left) of Preston 
was named to the Order of the Golden Key. Pictured are (from left) advisor Debbie Boyd, chapter offi- 
cers Graham, Rachel Edwards of Noxapater, Faith Hessenius of Louisville, Ginger Vance of Decatur and 
Dru Fulton of Louisville; and advisor Sylvia Wright. Not pictured are officers Ashley Nicholson of Chunky 
and Shana Smith of Union. (EC Photo) 
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Ferguson, Graham receive 
Phi Theta Kappa Awards 

Christy Ferguson (left) of Philadelphia, business technology instruc- 
tor and former advisor for Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the 
international honor society of the two-year college, at East Central 
Community College in Decatur, and Courtnee Graham (right) of 
Preston, chapter president, received special recognition during the 
annual Mississippj/Louisiana Regional Convention held recently at 
Southwest Mississippi Community College in Summit. Ferguson was 
honored for service on the Regional Advisory Committee from 2001- 
2004 and Graham was named to the Order of the Golden Key. In 


addition, Theta Xi received recognition as a five-star chapter and 
also received the Service Hallmark Award. (EC Photo) 
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ute KEceives ECCC Scholarship 
™ bps yle Wolfe, a student at the Forest/Scott 
Serr es) se gal : Br cnology yerare eet F i 
after winning first lace honors in the Residential Wirin 

competition during the annual District III SkillsUSA Cham. 
















 * 
= 


pionships held on the Decatur cam | Wa iets 
ON ir campus. At left is John 
Everett, ECCC SkillsUSA advisor, who presented the schol- | | 


arship. (EC Photo) » 
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McBeth gets EC scholarship 


Shawn McBeth, a student at the Leake Counky 
Vocational-Technical Center in Carthage, received a $300 
per semester scholarship to East Central Community 
eee after winning first place honors in the Automotive 
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EC scholarship recipient 


Joshua Shumaker, a student at the Leake County 
Vocational-Technical Center, received a $300 per semester 
scholarship to East Central Community College after win- 
ning first place honors in the Carpentry competition dur- 
ing the annual District III SkillsUSA Championships held 
on the Decatur pameee Ak 3 e is John Everett, ECCC 
SkillsUSA advisor, who prese the scholarship. 
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Area Students Tapped for ECCC Honor Society... Above are students from Newton 


WEEK OF - 


County who were inducted into East Central Community College’s Theta Xi Chapter 
of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, during a 
ceremony held recently in the Vickers Fine Arts Center on the Decatur campus. First 
row, from left, are Courtney Averett, Conehatta; Marlo Hollingsworth, Newton; 
Kristin Bufkin, Decatur; Lindsey Walker, Union; and Evelyn Hill Lindsey and 
Amanda Therrien, both of Newton. Second row, from left, are Amanda McMillan 
and Kelly Evans, both of Newton; Kasey Hall, Lawrence; Laine Dickson, Newton; 
and Micah Lanier, Little Rock. Third row, from left, are Lindsey Alexander, Little 
Rock; Megan Pace, Conehatta; Alisha Hitt, Little Rock; Monickala Ellis, Newton; 
Casey Shackelford, Union; and Daniel Marshall, Decatur. Top row, from left, are 
Tyler Hagan and Richard Burton, both of Little Rock; Kurt Nelson, Newton; Clancy 
Cleveland, Union; and Joy Cavenaugh, Chunky. Membership in Phi Theta Kappa is 
by membership only, with inductees required to have a minimum 3.5 grade point 
average earned as a full-time student in addition to having an overall 3.5 GPA. 
ECCC faculty members Debbie Boyd of Meridian and Sylvia Wright of Louisville 


APPE, serve as Theta Xi advisers. 
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Scott Students Tapped for ECCC Honor Society 
Above are Scott County students who were inducted into East Central Community College’s Theta Xi Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, during a ceremony held recently in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Center on the Decatur campus. First row, from left, are Megan Slay and Elizabeth Puckett, both of 
Forest; and Kathryn Barney and Clay Thrash, both of Sebastopol. Back row, from left, are Kristie Usry and Even 
Snell, both of Lake; Mollie Cieglo, Forest; and Tonya Johnson, Sebastopol. Membership in Phi Theta Kappa is by 
invitation only, with inductees required to have a minimum 3.5 grade point average earned as a full-time student in 
addition to having an overall 3.5 GPA. ECCC faculty members Debbie Boyd of Meridian and Sylvia Wright of 
Louisville serve as Theta Xi advisers. (EC Photo) 
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Phi Theta Kappa inductees 
Above are Leake County students who 
were inducted into East Central 
Community College’s Theta Xi Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor 
society for two-year colleges, during a cer- 
emony held recently in the Vickers Fine 
Arts center on the Decatur campus. First 
row, from left, are Jodie Rawson, Crystal 
Tull and JoAnna Daugherty, all of 
Carthage, second row, from left, are 
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Loretta Gates of Walnut Grove, Alexa Carr 
of Thomastown and Beth Faulkner of 
Carthage. Membership in Phi Theta Kappa 
is by membership only, with inductees 
required to have a minimum 3.5 grade 
point average earned as a full-time student 
in addition to having an overall 3.5 GPA. 
ECCC faculty members Debbie Boyd of 
Meridian and Sylvia Wright of Louisville 
serve as Theta Xi advisers. 
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RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS 


eco) evar ) and Mitch 
Teaaueda | Rogers (right), students at the Forest/Scott 
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cer was een present- — 
eda nontraditional may schol-. 


arship to continue her studies at 
East Central Community Colleg 
in Decatur. Hudson, shown wi 
Joe Killens, Vice President for 
Student Services, is a 49-year-old 
second semester freshman major- | 
ing in pre-nursing. She is also a 
Dean's List Scholar, having 
earned a 3.5 grade point avera e ff 
for the fall term. She is married to 
Nick get a and they have 
three g children and five 


T vieast tuition pcuaberaiion are.| 
available to qualified Misticcippi ms 
residents, age 23 or olderatthe [| 
time of initial enrollment, who 
enroll fulltime at ECCC onthe — 
Decatur convene cise’ hips 
available for ut 








rt-time or full-time student wr 
st Central. 
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EC students petite ad for Phi TI 


a 


aera East Central bp 
Community College stu- | 
dents were welcomed into [| 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the interna- 
tional honor society for two- 
year colleges, during the 
spring semester induction 
ceremony held in the Vick- 
ers Fine Arts Center on the 
Decatur campus. So 

The ceremony also je = ae 
included the presentation of [== se=r 
the annual Shelby Harris — | 
Alumni Award, named in 
memory of the longtime 
Theta Xi adviser and ECCC 
math instructor. Melissa 
Thrash Carleton (ECCC 
Class of 1988) of Newton seh 
was selected the 2005 recipi- — | : 
ent She and her husband Joshua Benson of Philadelphia was among ECCC students 

Acti Burkes. retirea inducted into Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the inter- 
ECCC librarian and long- national honor society for two-year colleges. 


time Theta Xi adviser who have Sepietin oR: Lindse ilk 

eta Al advis ‘ Newton; Kristin Bufkin, Little Rock; Lindsey Walk- 
anne esr oes ames tla and Daniel Marshall, both er, Casey Shackelford and 
os “s 5 a eT te of Decatur; Kasey Hall, Clancy Cleveland, all of 
: eta Al ” tum sent Lawrence: Micah Lanier, Union; and Joy Cavenaugh, 
ERSTE ee f080\" » DESB ERE A liat0 Hitt, Tyler Hagan Chunky. 


remarks to the new 


Kappa International Head- — 
quarters, located in Jack- 
son. 
ECCC President Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin and Vice Presi- 
dent for Instruction Dr. 
Lavinia Sparkman 




















also pro- 
vided remarks. 
New members of the 
prestigious honor society | CARTHAGINIAN 
and their hometowns” 7 ~~ 4 -_ 
include: Courtney Averett Vo NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
and Megan Pace, both of 
sme igo NEWTON RECORD _| 
Hollingsworth, Evelyn Hi | | 
WINSTO! Lindsey Amanda Thert MERIDIAN STAR 
v CLARION-LEDGER 
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INTERNA | : 

a "EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ECCC PHI THETA KAPPA OFFICERS: These East Central Community College students 
serve as Officers of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for 
two-year colleges. From ep are Courinee Graham of Preston, president; Faith Hessenius of 
Louisville, vice p scholarship; Rachel Edwards of Noxapater, vice president for fel- 
lowship; Ginger Ve xcatur, vice president for service; Shana Smith of Union, vice presi- 
dent for leadership; Ashley Nicholson of Chunky, secretary; and Dru Fulton of Louisville, histori- 
an. Advisers are faculty members Debbie Boyd of Meridian and Sylvia Wright of Louisville. 
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Body, Ealy Named Mr., Miss. ECCC 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ee 

Todd Body and Amy Ealy, both Tey even ab pose of the 
of Forest, were recently elected Warrior Corps, a group of stu- 
Mr and Miss East Central dents who assist in recruiting, 
Community College. and he is amember of the 

A psychology major, Body isthe Concert Choir and the ECCC 
son of Shauranda Body and Ssgt. cheerleading squad. Honors he 
Terry J. Young of Forest.He was __has received include the Mable 
selected to Who's Who Among Moore Carr Endowed 
American Community/Junior Scholarship, the Wal-Mart 
College Students and received a Scholarship and an ACT 
National Junior College Minority Scholarship. A graduate of Forest 
Student award. He was selected High School, Body was selected 
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Mr. FHS and Most Handsome. He 
is also a National Honor Roll stu- 
dent and was selected to Who’s 
Who Among American High 
School Students. In addition, he 
participated on the track, baseball 
is 


Ealy, also a psychology major, 
the daughter of Alexander and 
Willie Ealy of Forest. A Dean’s 
List Scholar, Ealy serves as secre- 
Association and was selected a 


class favorite her freshman year. 





== 


omore year's. She is a member of 
the Centralettes, the danceline fo 
the Warrior Wall O’ Sound 
Marching Band, Warrior Corps, 
Gospel Choir, ECCC Players, Mu 
Kappa. She also participates in 
“The Way,” a ministry team spon- 
sored by the Baptist Student 
Union. Mr. and Miss ECCC will b 
featured in the 2005 edition of the 
College yearbook, the Wo-He-La. 
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Neshoba students tapped for ECCC honor society 


Above are Neshoba County students who were inducted into East Central Community College’s Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, during a ceremony 
held recently in the Vickers Fine Arts Center on the Decatur campus. First row, from left, are Heather 
Bain, Meagan Myers, Kimberly Fitzhugh and Jana Sansing, all of Philadelphia. Second row, from left, are 
Lauren Beckham, Rebekah Crenshaw and Beth Crotwell, all of Union; and Flame Reese and Ashiey 
Tolbert, both of Philadelphia. Top row, from left, are Scott Duett, Zach Kilpatrick, Joshua Benson and 
Clinton Howell, all of Philadelphia. Membership in Phi Theta Kappa is by invitation only, with inductees 
required to have a minimum 3.5 grade point average earned as a full-time student in addition to having 
an overall 3.5 GPA. ECCC faculty members Debbie Boyd of Meridian and Sylvia Wright of Louisville 
serve as Theta Xi advisers. (EC Photo) 
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+ Herring, Stinson named All-State 
- Band Members at ECCC | 


-| East Central Community College band members 
Claire Stinson (left) of Clarkdale and Daniel Herring of 
rc i Ca 

a 
joined other outstanding communtyjunior bandsmen 
- a concert performance held at the vHonir b 
| ‘Stinson is a clarine st and Herring sao 











roe | 
of Bands. 
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*resent Spring Concert~ The Collegians of East Central Community College will pre- 
ent their spring campus concert at 8 p.m. Monday, April 4 in Huff Auditorium in 
Jecatur. The talented rock ‘n’ roll group will perform hits by Three Doors Down, 
‘antasia, Kelly Clarkson and other popular artists. There is no charge for admission. 
3roup members include (seated from left) vocalists Carmelita Naylor of Meridian, 
Cailey Johnson of Philadelpia, Luke Howell of Decatur, Leigh Ann Quick of Carthage 
ind Victoria Loper of Decatur; (second row, from left) rhythm section members Chris 
mith (trumpet) of Union, Liz Tullos (sax) of Philadelphia, Eric Henderson (sax) of 
‘orest, David Walters (trombone) of Philadelphia, Jennie Vance (keyboard) of 
florton, Daniel Warren (guitar) of Meridian and Grant Morris (bass guitar) of 
*hiladelphia; and (back row, from left) technicians Bryon Whitley of Philadelphia, 

ee Dooley of Lake, Richard Burton of Little Rock, Joseph LeBlanc and Coty Stokes, 
oth of Louisville, and Jonathan Walker of Hickory. Not pictured are drummer 
feremie Jordan of Newton and director/guitarist Thomas W. Carson of Conchatta. 
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_ ECCC Senior Days 


Scheduled April 12-13 


Area high school students will have an opportunity to experience 
college life by attending East Central Community College’s annual Senior 
Days scheduled April 12-13 on the Decatur campus. 

The special event is billed as a day of “information, education and 
entertainment for all students,” according to Joe Killens, ECCC Vice 
President for Student Services. Killens added, “We would also like to invite 
all faculty and administration from our area high schools to be a part of the 
Senior Day activities.” 

; Registration begins at 9 a.m. in Huff Auditorium. Later in the 
morning students will be able to visit Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
Building where they can obtain information on various campus clubs and 
organizations and academic, technical and career programs. The Ac’cents 
and Collegians will perform each day and activities conclude with lunch 
on the mall at noon. 

Schools scheduled to attend on Tuesday, April 12 include Carthage, 
Choctaw Central, Edinburg, Leake Academy, Louisville, Nanih Waiya, 
Newton, Newton County Academy, Noxapater, South Leake, Thomastown 
and Winston Academy 

Those participating on Wednesday, April 13 will be Carthage 
Christian, Forest, Grace Christian, Lake, Morton, Morton Christian, Neshoba 
Central, Newton County, palesdptls, Soolt conte se Sh and Union. 











For more 1 info form 1ces ‘Office at 1-877- 

462-3222, ext. 205. ri 
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as BRYAN MURPHY/THE NEWTON RECO 
The East Central Community College Accents perform for ie the crowd at at the Newton Chamber of Commerce pane 


Thursday. 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 

UNION APPEAL 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 

SPIRIT OF MORTON _ 
IMPACT | | 














= 


CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD | ~~ 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 

















ECCC AC’CENTS TO PRESENT CONCERT 


The Accents, East Cental Community Colge's show col, wil resent ther annual sping campus concert 7pm. Thursday, May — 


“Love is a Wonderful Thing,” made Michael Bolton; “Reach Out,” a Motown number, and “We Are Family," by Sister Sledge 
plus many more. Admission is free and the public Is invited. Members include (front row, from left) Zach Logan of Felicia 
Chapman of Decatur, Kelly of Victoria Loper of Decatur, Amy of Forest and Bryon Whitley of 


Philadelphia; and (back row, from left) Sam McDill and Eddie Smith, both of Decatur, JoAnna Daugherty of Carthage, Grant Comans 
of Sebastopol, Luke Howell of Decatur, Mollie Cieglo of Forest, Cassidy Crenshaw of Philadelphia and Anthony Engram of Decatur. 


Vicki Blaylock serves as director. a i We rer BY 
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Fine Arts Festival 
April 28 
East Central Community 


College in Decatur will present its 


Annual Spring Fine Arts Festival at 
7 p.m. Thursday, April 28, in the Ovid 
S. Vickers Fine Arts Center. There is 
no charge for admission and 
refreshments will be served. 

The special program will 
feature selections by the ECCC 
Concert Choir under the direction of 
Dr. 0 Jenkins, ie Len Bobo 





| “"There wall aloo be'an exhibit 


displaying works by East Central art 


and ceramic students. Bruce Guraedy 
and Jill Hammes serve as art/ 
ceramics instructors. 

For more information 
contact Bruce Guraedy, Chairman of 
- Detich ic of oe Arts, at 601- 
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The East 
Community College SIFE (Students 
in Free Enterprise) organization, 
after presenting a report of its year- 
long community outreach projects, 
was recently named a SIFE USA 
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ECCC SIFE Wins Regional Competition 


Regional Champion in_ the overall 
competition and a finalist in the 
HSBC Education Trust and the 
Corporate, Investment Banking and 
Markets Division of the HSBC SIFE 
USA National Personal Financial 
success Skills Competition and SIFE 
USA Business Ethics Competition 
sponsored by Campbell?s and Sealed 
Air, The team will now advance to 
national competition at the SIFE 
USA National Exposition May 22-24 
in Kansas City, Missouri. Team 
members include (front row, from 
left) Latisa Stewart of Philadelphia, 
Albertina Laster of Forest and 
Krystle Hunter of Louisville: and 
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(back row, from left) SIFE advisor 
and Sam Walton fellow Wanda 
Hurley of Union, Kyle Gordon of 
Morton, Heath Manning of 
Philadelphia, Brandon Harris of 
Forest and Eric Beckham of 


Philadelphia. (EC Photo) 
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EccC ions revelve MSU aenahlvediion 


These East Central Community College students received various transfer scholarships to Mississippi 
State University, which were presented during the annual East Central Community College Awards Day 
ceremonies held May 5 in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur campus, Scholarship recipients include (seat- 
ed from left) Anna Price of Louisville, Ashley Clark of Sturgis, Ronda Stroud of Louisville, Dinah Lachney 
of Decatur, Dru Fulton of Louisville and Heath Smylie of Decatur; and (standing, from left) Latisa Stewart 
and Liz Tullos, both of Philadelphia; Jessica Sheehan of Little Rock, Valerie Gibbs of Newton, Jennifer 
Johnson and Jami Jones, both of Philadelphia; and Zach Staton of Union. Also pictured is MSU admis- 
sions counselor John Dickerson, who presented the awards. (EC Photo) 
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_ Receive ECCC 
Vocational Awards 





ee ra Eis. | 


DECATUR--These students received vocational 
awards during the‘annual East Central Community Col- 
lege Awards Day ceremonies held May 5 in Huff Audi- 
torium on the Decatur campus. Students and their re- 
spective awards include (from left) Robert Hardy of 
Lawrence, cabinet-making: Dustin Johnson of Carthage, 
carpentry; and Sharon Brown of Lawrence, cosmetol- 
ogy; and (standing from left) Lee Dooley of Lake, welding 
and cutting; and Betty Dyess of Carthage, licensed prac- 
tical nursing. Not pictured is Bennie Joe Dertinger of 





4 


of 


Philadelphia, welding and cutting and “Vocational Stu- 


dent of the Year.” (EC Ph oto) 
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Harris receives SIFE Award at 
ECCC's Awards Day Program 


ECCC sophomore Brandon Harris of Forest was 
presented a SIFE (Students in Free Enterprise) USA 
_ Freedom Corps award during the ECCC’s Awards Day. 
The award is presented to approximately 25 SIFE stu- 
‘ dents across the United States. To be selected for the 
honor a student must have been an active member of 
SIFE for two consecutive years and within that time 
must have accumulated a total of 400 hours of commu- 
nity service work. Wanda Hurley serves as ECCC SIFE 


wae 


—ECCC PHOTO | 
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ECCC 
announces 
art show 
winners 
special to The Star 
DECATUR — East Central 
eT aon 


annual Spring Juried Art Show. 
The show featured var- la csuiey t ko, first 
place; Amy — Hathorn, 





ious ace eS ast ” “ sit 

ceramics. Bruce Guraedy = ouisville, second and third 

coyrtehir ewe adem places; and Trellis Skinner, 
reel Decatur; Even Snell, Lake; 


Honorees included: aes aie edie 


‘era 
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rell, Forest, first place; Darius 
Bobbitt, Lake, second place; 
Even Snell of Lake, third 
place; and Chris Shuler, 
Harperville; Amy Hathorn, 
Louisville; and Sandy Guess, 
Union, honorable mentions. 

« Mixed Media: Tyler 
Triplett, first place; Amy 
Hathorn, sécond place, both 
of Louisville; Sandy Guess, 
Union, third place; and Even 
Snell, Lake; Daniel Wood, 


Bay Springs; and Chris 


Shuler, Harperville, honor- 
able mentions. 

¢ Charcoal/Pencil: Even 
Snell, Lake, ee Tyler 
Triplett, Louisville, second 
place: An athol n, Louis’ rile 


ev Allard 





Al andy Guess, both of 
Union, and Montero Baker, 
¢ Painting: Chris Cooley, 








honorable mentions. 

e Clay Wheel/Ceramics: 
Sarah Hickox, Decatur, first 
ae and honorable mention; 

eth Yarborough, Philadel- 
ja, second place and hon- 
orable mention; Courtnee 
Graham, Preston, third place 
and Casey Lancaster, Forest, 
honorable mention. 

° Hand Thrown 
Clay/Ceramics: | Rhonda 
Miller, Carthage, first place 
and honorable mention; 
Theresa Yarrington, second 
place and honorable mention: 
Beth Yarborough, third place; 
and Dawn Hunt, honorable 
mention. 

For more information 
contact Guraedy, (601) 630- 
2111, ext. 229, or toll free 
(877) 462-3222. 
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RAWSON 
Rawson named 


to East Central 
Hall of Fame 


East Central Community 
College in Decatur held its 
annual Awards Day cere- 
monies Thursday, May 5, when 
Lee Anne Rawson of Carthage 
was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame. 

Rawson is a graduate of 
Carthage High School and the 
daughter of Gary and Rhonda 
Rawson of Carthage. A 
President’s List Scholar, she 
was selected for Who’s Who 


Among American 
Community/Junior College 
Students. 


She is a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa, warrior Corps, 
Mu Alpha Theta, East Central 
Environmental Club, Wesley 
Foundation and Diamond 
Girls, In addition, she is a 
member of the Baptist Student 
Union, where she serves on the 
BSU Council, directs the min- 
istry team “The Way” and 

APPEARED IN: teachers Tae Bo classes. 
Those nominating her 


sat tae . wrote, “Lee Ann gives 100 per- 
LAKE MESSENGER cent in everything she does. 


SCOTT COUNTY TIF She works hard to be a leader 
on campus and to represent EC 

UNION APPEAL __ well.” 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 

SPIRIT OF MORTON 


IMPACT 














CARTHAGINIAN X_ 


<< 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 











WEEK OF Mus 0| | 





CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
HICKOX RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS ART ART SCHOLARSHIP: 
Sarah Hickox of Decatur, a sophomore art student at East 


Central Community College, was recently presented 
arship valued at $8,000 to attend the College of Art and_ 


a schol- 


Design in Savaniah, Georgia. Hickox received the $2,000 

per semester award after submitting 10 works of art from her 
portfolio, Hickox, a Phi Theta Kappa member with a 3.944 
grade point average, plans to study photography at the pres- 
tigious college. She is the daughter of Drue and Jim Hickox 
of Decatur. Also pictured is ECCC art instructor Bruce 


Guraedy. 
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Learning CPR skills 


_ Donna Pace (right) of Newton Regional (from left) Jonathan Nichols of Morton, 
Hospital recently instructed students in Kristin Chaney of Little Rock, Courtney 
CPR training as a part of Lucille Wood’s Partridge of Louisville, T.J. Rushing of 
First Aid class at East Central Community Philadelphia and Marcus Wash of 
College in Decatur, Pictured with Pace are Carthage. 
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ECCC nursing 
students tour 
siate hospital 


East Central Community College nurs- 
ing students of Neshoba County toured 
the Mississippi State Hospital campus 
as part of their clinical rotation. Nursing 
students are welcomed with a brief 
overview of the hospital's history and 
mission and tours of MSH'’s museum, 
child and adolescent unit, and forensic 
unit. MSH regularly hosts tours for nurs- 
ing students. “Current statistics show 
that one in five Americans are affected 
by mental health, so no matter what 
specialty or field of practice these stu- 
dents are going into, they will encounter 
families and individuals needing treat- 
ment. We are appreciative for the oppor- 
tunity to expose them to the hospital and 
its services,” said Kathy Denton, MSH 
community affairs coordinator. Pictured 
are (first row, left to right) Kristi 
Partridge, Rhonda Moore, Lola 
Beckham, Carla Chamblee, Heather 
Kelly and Jodi Partridge; (second row, 
left to right) Kimberly Smith, Erin Nowell, 
Melissa Mayo and Carol Marie Brown, 
all of Neshoba County. 
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HARD WORK PAYS OFF 





Participating in East Central Community seine i eat tercmultony i yea he eri 
campu ‘aduating sophomores, from, left, Marley Sm an, invocation; Ns 
Soret, Dee cakeecront modibee: and Luke Howell of Union and Victoria rer of Decatur, 
special music. Not pictured is Jordan Kemp of Louisville, who gave the benediction. 


ECCC holds graduation 
at Warrior Stadium 


special to The Star 
DECATUR — Speaking to 
fellow graduates at East Cen- 
tral Community College’s com- 
mencement ceremonies F 


night, Amy Ealy of Forest said it 
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seemed like tyesterday when 
she and her tlassmates were 
anxious freshmen, not knowing 
what to expect from college life. 
“This was our first experi- 
ence of being away from home, 








SS So 





Ealy reminded the 450-plus 
members of the Class of 2005. 
“It was ‘our first experience 
of being on our own. There was 
no one to wake us and make 
sure we got to class or nol 
Some adjusted well and others, 
well, had problems.” 

“But most of us made it! We 
made it through all those late 
nights studying, studying in the 
early mornings, and: we made it 
through cramming for exams 
all night,” Ealy said. 

“We made it through the 
many obstacles placed in front 
of us which we thought we 
would not overcome. We made 
it through all those tests and 
papers, the research, the 
reading — and more reading 
which was assigned. And 
somehow we made it!” 

Ealy, who was earlier named 
to the college’s Hall of Fame 
and was chosen Miss ECCC, 
remarked that during her two 
vears at East €entral, “)'ve 
learned what it means to be an 


adult and make choices that 


gletermine my future.” 


\ 


JEWIUURAI 


Ealy also noted that grad- 
uating from East Centra! 
marks the end of un era. the 
end.of her community college 
experience, 

“We've met__and nade 
ftiends with students from all 
five counties.in the East Cen. 
tral Community, College District 
and the ‘surrounding areas. 
These friendships will lasi a life. 
time, even though our lives will 
g0 in different directions.” she 
said. 

“And despite the fact we will 
go in different directions, it is 
my hope that we will return to 
this place on a regular basis and 
reminisce about our days at 
East Central.” 

Ealy said some graduates 
will continue their education at 
the university level, while some 
will enter the world of work. 

“I know they will enter into 
the next phase of their adult life 
with cormfidence,” she said. 
“Thanks to our EC professors. 
we are well prepared for what- 
ever direction our lives will 
take,” 

Ealy closed with the fo}. 
lowing statement: “On behalf of 
the Class of 2005, I would like to 
thank the entire East Central 
Community College family for 
making this truly a place that 
lives up to its motto — ‘With 
you in mind,” 

Special music for the com. 
mencement program was pro- 
vided by graduating sopho- 
mores Victoria Loper of 
Decatur and Luke Howell of 
Union, who performed “You 
Raise Me Up.” 

Marley Smith of Union gave 
the invocation and Jordan 
Kemp of Louisville provided the 
benediction. 

Diplomas were presented by 
ECCC President Dr. Phil A: Sui- 
phin and Vice President for 
Instruction Dr — Lavinia 
Sparkman. 
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~ Adkins, Dickerson visit with ‘@ 








Homecare Hospice of Sebastopol 
Spe 
abe ne abate a 
peta fon ih anda al) a ast 
Central Community College's annual Business, 
din the Brackaon Wood PhysialE Education Buldng 
on the Decatur campus. 
| —ECCC PHOTO 
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ECCC STUDENTS RECEIVING STATE PBL HONORS: 
munity College’s Theta Chi Chapter of Phi Beta Lambda, an organization for business stu- 
dents, received various honors at the State PBL Leadership Conference held recently in 
Jackson. Theta Chi won top honors in the Local Chapter Business Report and placed third 
in fund raising for the March of Dimes. Theta Chi was also|selected as one of three Gold 
Seal Chapters in Mississippi and was recognized as a Foundation member. Individual 


who teamed with Chris Rush (far right) of Union to win sea 
Design; Joseph Lathem of Sebastopol, second place, Info 
Triplett of Louisville, third place, Computer Concepts; and Rush, second place, Visual 
Basic. Triplet and Burchfield also teamed to win third placg in Network Design, and Web- 
ster and Ron Foley (not pictured) of Newton placed third ir) Emerging Business Issues. 
Also not pictured is Fran Warmack of Louisville, who finished third in Community Service 
Project. The first- and second-place award winners qualify for the National PBL Leadership 
Conference scheduled this summer in Orlando, Florida 
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East Central Community College 
presents diplomas to 2005 graduates 
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) | ire SUBMITTED PHOTO 
DECATUR COMMENCEMENT 
Participating in East Central Community College’s 76th commencement May 13 on the Decatur campus were graduating 
sophomores, from left: Marley Smith of Union, invocation; Amy Ealy of Forest, commencement address; and Luke Howell of 


Union and Victoria Loper of Decatur, special music. Not pictured is Jordan Kemp of Louisville, who gave the benediction. 
The ceremony was held in Warrior Stadium. 








CHOCTAW: Tabatha 
Marlene Charlie, Shavon L. 
Willis and Simeon Willis; 

CHUNKY: Joseph Cave- 
naugh and Ashley Nicholson; 

COLLINSVILLE: Holly 
Jackson Barrett, Jeffery Scott 
Gordon and Michael Allen 


— “i 

COLUMBUS: _ Lynlee 
Healy and Kimberly Carletta 
~ Wilson; 

CONEHATTA:;: Victoria 
Billy, Sharon E. Griffin and 
Weyman Reece; 

DECATUR: Lauren Bar- 
rett, Gloria Buffington 
Bishop, Jami Blackburn, 
Kizzy Lucinda Caston-Miller, 
Heather Lynn Clearman, 
Obreisha Davis, Juston Ti 
Dean, Julie Kay DeBord, 
Angelia Donald, Ty Aline 
Dowden, Brandon Ezell, 
Kristina Harrison, Yuvonne 
Kidd, Michael Johnson, Neil 
Knight, Richmond P. 
Lachney, Timothy Lockley, 
Victoria J. Loper, Derek 
Devon Mapp, Billie S. 
McCune, Jessica iB. 
McDaniel, Karla Moody, 
Sharli Amanda Moulds, 
Diego Andres Perez, Kalena 
Y. Pippins, Kaleb*A. Smith, 
Heath Herndon Smylie, Brad 


Sutphin, Brad Walton, 
Courtney Dorsett Willis and 
Erin Yelverton; 


ENTERPRISE: Thomas 
Boyette, Floyd Walton 
Fowler, Sarah Himebrook 
and Carmelita Naylor; 

FLORENCE: _ Robert 
McNair; 

FOREST: Karen Chanelle 
Bates, William Black, Larry 
Kyle Brantley, Darrell Ervin 
Brogdon, Buster Brogdon, 
Monica Patricia Esguerra, 
Larry B. Evans,Jr., Stacy 
Thompson Harris, Brandon 
Harris, Veronica Harrison, 
Blake Hines, Toccara Jones, 
Sawana Jones, Amy Carol 
- Kennedy, Casey Lancaster, 
Beverly Ann McAfee, Sophia 
Moppins, Melissa Pilgrim, 
Jewellia Rochelle Reid, April 
N. Robinson, Steven Zachary 
Rue, Tina Sanders, Lance 
Marguain Sigrest, Linda Lois 
Spivey, Pamela Spivey, Leslie 
K. Stewart and Lee Turner; 

HICKORY: Jeania 
Clayton, Shelly Ferguson, 
Shirley L. Hughes, Makesha 
VV. Tanec and Teese W Tittle: 


MERIDIAN: Valerie 
\lexander, Valerie , A. 
Bayles, Steven E. Be 


Ophelia Clay, Mildred oe 
Walter Fillingane, David John 





Holliday, KaTrina Nelson, 


Dorothy Jean Price, Shawn 
Ribble, Jered T. Ridings, 
Ryan Edward Stewart, Tayna 
Williams and Van Wilson: 
MORTON: _ Kimberly 
Coley, Amy Renae Ealy, Kyle 
Taylor Gordon, Daniel G. 
Herring and Andrew Lewis; 
NEWTON: Kacey Brooke 
Bender, Cynthia Denise 
Brantley, Arjeanetta Ann 
Cary, Valerie Ann Gibbs, Jay 
Gipson, Casey J. Griffin, 
Wade Benjamin 
Hollingsworth, Rose Kelly, 
Hester Verlinda Knight, 
Dominic $. Lewis, Johnny 
Martin, Quintisa Moncriel, 
Precious H. Moorehead, 
Carri Posey Myers, Falind C. 
Pace, Latoya Lashun Pugh, 
Dorothy J. Roberts, Brian 


Sibley, Aaron C,. Sibley, 
Stephanie Wallace and 
Michael Wash; 


NOXAPATER: Martha 
Boswell, Corey Coward, John 
Creekmore, Rachel Leigh 
Edwards, Angela Lyon and 
Jacqueline G. Miller; 

PHILADELPHIA: Jes- 
sica Michelle Alford, India 
Backstrom, Heather Bain, 
Lola Barton Beckham, 
Joshua Darrell Benson, Jason 

Blair, La’'Quinta Bonds, Tasha 
Boswell, Jonathan Brand, 


Beckham Loper, 


Alexander 


~ Robert 
J ustin Lovern, Violet B. Man- 


¢ ning, LaTanya McDonald, 


Linda R. McMillan, 
Scott Moore, 
Rhonda Fox Moore, Trinity 
Grant Morris, Brent D 
Nance, Erin Thrash Nowell, 
Karen Partridge, Jodi Kelley 
Partridge, Shane Patterson, 
Aristotle Phillips, Debbie 
Poole, Victoria Flame Reese, 
Josh Sansing, Vivian Moore 
Seales, Marissa Shannon, 
Shane Colby Sharp, Kimberly 
Smith, Latisha Stephens, 
Latisa Shanyell Stewart, 
Cameron Tawater, Kevin D. 
Tindol, William Tingle, 
Joseph D. Tingle, Clint 
Vowell, Tawon A. Walker, 
Anna Waltman, Troy Dale 
White, II], Robert Bryan 
Whitley, Jr., Dustin Wilson 
and Tiah Rae York; 

PRESTON:  Courtnee 
Graham, Melissa Mayo and 
Cynthia Hailey Moody; | 

PULASKI: Greta Hodge 
Butts, Stephanie Michelle 
Hord and Tiffany N. Jones; 

_ QUITMAN | Marcus 


" RALEIGH: Cory D. 
Bender; 

SEBASTOPOL: Tekeyla 
Lyles and Jackie’ 

SHUBUTA: William Pre- 
ston James; 

STURGIS: Ashley N. 


Clark; 
TOOMSUBA: _ Sheila 

Hodge; _ 

UNION: Jodie Barker 


Danny Cain, Marie A. Camp- 


bell, Ashley Conn Carter, 
Telly Carter, Pamela Patrice 
Carter, Hope Chadwick, 
Carla Lea Chamblee, Erica 
Clemons, William E. 
Coghlan, David Brock Cook, 
Robert W. Cotton, Tywon 
Rontrice Davis, Bennie Joe 
Dertinger, Brian Emerson, 
Justin Matthew Eubanks, 
Raquel Elaine Farmer, 
Natasha Foster, Yolandra 
Denise Hickman, Marjay L. 
Hickman, K. Bradley 
Hillman, Julie Holley, 
Jonathan LaShun Hudson, 
Neimiah 
Johnson, 
Johnson, 
Bran 


age Ellen 


Jami G 


| Jones, 


dy S. S.. Jones,.. 
Holley Kelly, Priscilla A. Lee,’ 
Kimberlane Lewis, Sheila 


Jim,  Ahlishia 





‘Ozment; and 


Burroughs, John A. Franklin, 
Eli Goss, Clinton Harmon, 
Luke Benjamin Howell, 
Tonya Johnson, Lindsey 
Marie Knight, Staci R. Mann, 
Robert McPherson, 
Anthony B. O'Neal, Christo- 
pher Rush, Marley Ann 
Smith, Shana Smith, Zach 
Staton, Lacie Stephens, 
Jannie Talley, Talon William 
Terrell, Rachel Thaggard, 
Leticia Vinet-Shipley, Krystal 
Winstead and Brant Andrew 


GROVE: 
Susan Ellington, Chavlon 
Ellis, Janice Fortune, Kath- 
leen S, Hogue and Melton 
York; 






MANSFIELD, LA: 
Joshua Stephen Miller. 
SUMMER, DECEMBER 
2004 GRADUATES 

BAILEY: Shelby Swanner; 

CARTHAGE: Emily 
Denita Chamblee, Jada 


Billingsley Hamm, Bonnie 
Carol Harrell, Melanie C. 
Jones, Gloria A. Martin, 
Celeste Martin, April Jasmine 


McCurty, William Brody 


Perkins, Jennifer Perkins, 
Eva Sam and Kenesha B. 
Thomas; 


CHOCTAW: L’Ree 
Thompson; 
at ee Rebecca 

‘COLLINS: James Allen 
Keys; . 

CONEHATTA: Judy 
Bugg and Angela Denise 
Farve; 

DECATUR: Heather 


Felicity Adkins, Tory Huddle- 
ston, Yuvonne T erriann Kidd, 


Katie 


Heather Lewis, Tammy Ses- 
sums and Denise Shoemaker; 
FLORENCE: Ramona H. 
Stokes; 
FOREST: _ Kristy R. 
Bounds, Jeffery Brantley, 
Jimmy Coleman, Latrice 


Spivey, Elizabeth Anne 
Steptoe and Mary L, 
Williams; 


- HATTIESBURG: Jason 


Eaves; 

HICKORY: Deéwanna 
Ford, Jeremy Wayne Joiner 
and Virginia M. Walker; 

LAKE: Chloris Hornsby 
and Frances V. Johnson; 

LAUDERDALE: Fabian 
Johnson; 

LENA: Jessica Bricker, 


James ~Randi_ Brickete and Teshia_ _ Hays 


Johnso 

LITTLE ROCK: Henry 
Tyler Hagan and Dean 

ison; 

LOUIN: Malisa King; 

LOUISVILLE: Delisa 
Jenkins, Amber Renee Jewell, 
Courtney Smith, Jonathan C. 
Stokes and Chris Weaver: 

MERIDIAN: Benjamin S. 
Boyette, Jr., Brittany Diller, 
Keith A. Jacoby, John W. 
Johnson, eae S. Kidd 
and Dereck Wright; 

MORTON: Tanya West- 
erfield; 

NEWTON: Billye Jean 
Bowden, Dina Campbell, 
Percy Hester, Matthew L. 
Parks, Janis Elizabeth Sim- 
mons, Mary Vega, Christo- 
pher S. Walker and Melinda 
Walker 

PELAHATCHIE: Kristy 
Ward Ellis; * 

PHILADELPHIA: Ste- 
fanie Erin Ammerman, 
Teawanna Anderson, Tehona 
Bell, Jamika Z.L. Brown, 
urrage-Allard, Katie 
Chunn, Bernadine Hickman 





; 


Dixon, Byron Donald, Emily 
M., Files, Russell James 
Giambrone, Coco Graham, 
Emily D. Hill, Darlene M. 
Hunter, Lee Ann Jayroe, 
DeAna Morrow, Alicia M. 
Murphy, Valerie Joyce 
Nicholson, Genna Donald 
Pope, Stephanie Sanders, 
Connie LaShell Smith, 
Melissa Tindol, Tanya B. 
Watkins, Ashley S. White, 
Elyse Willis, Jaxie Lynn 
Willis and Koreather Zapata; 
PORTERVILLE: 
Jashemia Cherry; 
iss UITMAN: Sharon 


llins; 
RIPLEY: Clinton Thomas; 
oh ei 


Evelyn 


me Hampton 
TAYLORSVILLE! Toney 


Ediso 

UNION: Ashley Addy, 
Aubrie Cleveland, Melissa 
Ann Eshee, Myrtle Hopson, 
Lori Horton, Shanna D. 
Jones, Vincent E. McEl- 
henney, Melissa Overton, 
Stephanie Rigdon, Laura 
Rosar, Natalie Tillman and 
Matthew Winstead: 

WALNUT GROVE: Cyn- 
thia L. Gibson, Jessica Ann 
Martin and Kanta Monique 
Overstreet; 
TUSCALOOSA, ALA: 


Joshua Curry: 
GROVEHILL, ALA: 
Oumbashi Petersen; 
ALICEVILLE, ALA: 
Henry Smith; 
KERNERSVILLE, NC: 
Robert Christopher White: 
CHICAGO, ILL: Virginia 
Robinson; and 
BA P, LA: Dexter 


Sellers. 


special to The Star 

DECATUR — More than 
475 students received 
diplomas May 13, as East 
Central Community College 
held its 76th commencement 
at 8 p.m. in Warrior Stadium. 

Included in the total are 
those who completed degree 
requirements following the 


2004 summer and fall terms, - 


according to Dr. Lavinia 
Sparkman, vice president for 
instruction. 


Those partici x in the 
program aniuaed: gradu- 
ating sophomores Marley 
Smith of Union, who gave the 
invocation; Amy Ealy of 

Forest, who presented the 
keynote address; and Jordan 
Kemp of I who gave 
the benediction. Victoria 

Loper of Decatur and Luke 
Howell of Union presented a 


‘musical selection titled “You 


Raised Me Up.” 
Dr. Searkniae presented 
the candidates for graduation, 
and ECCC President Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin awarded degrees 
and certificates to the fol- 
lowing, listed by hometown: 


MAY 2005 GRADUATES 


BAILEY: Curtis 
LeShawn Hudnall and 
Samantha Partridge 

BAY SPRINGS. Mike! 
Lee Pittman and Jason 
William Thigpen; 

CANTON: Marvis L. 
Douglas; 

CARTHAGE: Otiko G. 
AnthonyKayla J. Atkinson, 
Akeinnis A, Brown, Carol 
Marie Brown, Edna Collins, 
Charisity Tubby Dixon, Betty 
Jean Dodd, Brooke Dorman, 
Loretta Lynn (Mingo) Fra- 
zier, Kari Denise Freeny, 
Jamie Dianne Gilmer, Jason 
R. Hannis, Kevin R. Hatch, 
Chance Davis Henderson, 
Lonnie Ray Henry, Donald 
Justin Ingram, Lora Jayroe, 
Marcus Brandon Jenkins, 
Dustin Johnson, Rebecca 
Jones, Brandon R. me 
Ashley Luckett, Jerry A. 
Luckett, Mansell, 
Stephanie N ~ May, Matt 
McGowin, irl Bure 





Moore, ( azary, Chasity 
Odom, hiniy fem. Jason 
Price, Amanda W. Price, Lee 
Anne Rawson, LaDerry Reed, 
Dana Withers Roberson, 
Wanda Suzanne Shannon and 


oe eS i ae 


Ray William Joshua Weaver; ~ 


HILLSBORO: Bradford 
David Walley; 
JACKSON: Mary Bolela; 
KOSCIUSKO: Alexa 
Carr, Ozzie McMurtry and 
+k Nichols; 

: Thomas Chris 
Mises Blair LaNae 
Anderson, Yzette B. Butler, 
Kara Clark, Kimberly Cox, 
Alice Ruth Donald, William 
Lee Dooley, Kathy Carr 
Emmons, Cedric Gray, 
Steven Kelly, Brandy B. 
McClendon, Roxana Rogers, 
William Artie Shaw and 
Jarrod Street; 
LAWRENCE: Kotreece 
A, Bender, Demetrius Evans, 
Robert C. Hardy, Shane A. 
Johnston, Shatwaka 
Darvesha Ooten and Cody 


» Savell; 

LENA: Meco Bioodsaw, 
Michael Bradley, Joshua 
Lance Brown, Dorothy 
Janeen Kyzar, Richard Erik 


Latham and Kellie Joyner 


Moore; 

LITTLE ROCK: Brooke 
Michele Bohl, Richard 
Burton, Suzanne Nicole 
Chaney, Kristin DeAnne 
Chaney, Bradley Aaron Cook, 
Phillip C. 
Matthew McMahan, Matt 
Christopher Rigdon and Jes- 
sica Leigh Sheehan; 

LOUIN: Ocie Smith; 

LOUISVILLE: Derrell 
Ricardo Ashford, Benjamin J. 
Clark, Alvin Coleman, Jessica 
Nicole Davis, Alisa Duncan, 
Jamison R. Eichelberger, 
Katesia LyShae Esters, Dru 
Catherine Fulton, Aleatrice 
Goss, Demetrice Goss, Rosie 
Faith Harris, Daphanie 
Hatcher, Shawn’ ta Renee 
Hawthorne, Bradley J. Hill, 
Veronica D. Holmes, Donna 
Michelle Hopkins, Banita 
Y'tra Houston, Ryan Hudson, 
Krystle aeegey Hunter, 
Jordan Kemp, Alan F. Kra- 
jewski, Amy Lauren Mayo, 
Carolyn Mays, James R. 
Mc Ill, Lakeshia 
Miller, J oni Mitchell, Anna 
Price, Karquetta Shanta 
Smith, Ronda Stroud, = 
Wesley Thornton, Kendrick 
Triplett, Chadrick Triplett, 
Frances C. Warmack and 


MADISON: David Philip 
Duncan: 





East Central Community College 
in Decatur held its annual Awards 
Day ceremonies on May 5, when 


numerous students were honored, 


including six students who were 
named to the College's Hall of Fame, 
the highest honor presented at the 


Pictured from left to right, Kristen Chaney, Amy Ealy, Marley Smith, Ashley Clark, Bria 


two-year institution. 

To be considered for this honor, 
students “must demonstrate exempla- 
ry character, superior scholarship, 
worthy leadership and contribute to 
the betterment of East Central 
Community College,” according to 


WEEK OF May Ib 2005 


Six named to ECCC Ff 





Dr. Phil Sutphin, 
Hall of Fame in 
include Kristin 
Rock, Ashley Cl 
Ealy of Forest, I 
Carthage, Brian 
and Marley Smi 


The team ‘Deuce’, led b 





i 


College Students. 
Ealy is a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa, Gospel Choir, Baptist 


Student Union, Warrior Corps and 


the Centralettes, the danceline for the 
Warrior Wall O’ Sound Marching 
Band. 

Rawson is a graduate of Carthage 
High School and the daughter of 


Gary and Rhonda Rawson of - 


Carthage. A President's List Scholar, 
she was selected for Who’s Who 
Among American 
Community/Junior College Students. 


She is a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa, Warrior Corps, Mu Alpha 
Theta, East Central Environmental 
Club, Wesley Foundation and 
Diamond Girls. In addition, she is a 
member of the Baptist Student 
Union, where she serves on the BSU 
Council, directs the ministry team 
“The Way” and teaches Tae Bo class- 
es, 

Brian Sibley is a graduate of 
Newton County Academy and the 
son of Henry and Martha Sibley of 
Newton. A National Collegiate 
Student Government Award Winner 
and Collegiate All-American 
Scholar, he was also named to Who's 


Chaney is a 
County High Sc’ 
of Ricky and Br 
Rock. A Dean’s 
named to W 
American 
Colleges. 

She is a m 
Kappa Honor 
Warrior basket 
and the Felle 
Athletes. She ¥ 
Team All-Ame 
ball her fresh 
the same selec 
sophomore y 
Central's fir. 
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Chaney Becomes 
ECCC’s 


First Two-Sport 
All-American 


East Central Community 

College standout athlete Kristin 
Chaney probably does not consider 
herself as a history-maker, but that is 
exactly what the Little Rock native 
recently accomplished when the 5-4 
point guard recently received second 
team All-American honors as a 
member of the Lady Warrior 
basketball team. 

Chaney also. received 
second team All-American honors as 
a freshman on the Lady Warrior fast- 
pitch softball squad. 

She is the only Mississippi 
JUCO player to make the Division | 
All-American first or second teams 
in basketball, and she was the only 
Mississippian to receive the same 
honor in Division II softball. 

Chaney, who recently 
signed a letter of intent to play 
basketball and softball at the 
University of Southern Mississippi. 
said earning All-American honors in 
basketball caught her by surprise. 

“I never dreamed I'd make 
it (All-American) in basketball,” 
Chaney was quoted in a recent news 
article. “Our high school (Newton 
County) was a softball-oriented 
school instead of basketball. I’ve got 


to give Coach (Brad) Hodge (ECCC 


head women’s basketball coach) a lot 


of credit for where | am and for 
getting All-American.” 

Chaney added that her 
success on the basketball court was 
not anticipated by some, 


“I know a lot of people | 


thought I'd never step foot on the 
court at East Central,” she stated, 
“I'm glad I proved them wrong, | 
know I've got a lot of critics that say 


_ I won't step foot at Southern, but | 


hope | can prove them wrong, too. 


- Right-now, I'm the only point guard 


that they're bringing in, along with 
the one they had last year,” - 

Hodge was quoted saying 
Chaney’s success on the basketball 
court “is a testament to her natural 
ability.” 

“That just shows you what 
kind of competitive student-athlete 
she is,” Hodge said. “To be named 
second-team All-American thus far 
in two separate sports shows you 
what kind of athlete she is and what 
she’s capable of doing. 

“We're just very excited and 
proud for her. There’s been nobody 
more deserving of such an honor. 
We're going to miss her but we’re 


: proud of what she has brought to us. 
the past two years and hope she 


continues her sucéess at Southern.” 
Chaney averaged 13 points for the 
20-10 Lady Warriors who were 
Region 23 Tournament runners-up 
and a semi-finalist in the MACJC 
State Tournament. She scored a 
career high 31 points against 
Mississippi Delta. She also averaged 
four assists and two steals. Chaney 
was also named first team All-Region 
and All-State and was named to the 
All-Region 23 Tournament Team. 
She averaged |1 points per 
game during the Lady Warriors 
championship season in 2003-04, 
garnering first team All-State honors 
in addition to being selected on the 
All-Region 23 Tournament Team. 
She helped lead ECCC to the Region 
23, MACIC and South Division titles 
and a top eight finish in the NICAA 
Women’s Basketball Championship 
in Salina, Kansas, en route to a record 
31 wins and just four losses. 
Chaney played a key role in 
leading the Lady Warrior softball 
team to 26-14 regular season record 
and a second-place finish in the 
MACIC Central Division with an 11- 
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advanced to the Region 23/MACIC 
Tournament at Northéast Mississippi 
Community College in Booneville 
where they were winless in the 
double-elimination competition. 

Chafley, a shortstop, 
completed season action with a .423 
batting average. She had four triples, 
seven doubles and collected 15 RBIs. 
She also scored 34 runs, In addition 
to receiving second-team All- 
American honors, Chaney was 
named first team All-Region 23, All- 
State and All-Division. 

Coach Hill made the 
following comment about Chaney 
when she received All-American 


. 
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recognition: 

“Kristin is a real pleasure 1 
coach, She raises the rest of th 
team’s level of play with the energ 
she brings to the field every gam 
Players like Kristin don’t com 
around very often.” 

Chaney and the Lad 
Warrior softball team are havin 
another successful season and spo) 
a 25-3 overall record and 12- 
division mark following a sweep c 
Hinds Community College o 
Saturday, April 23. With the win: 
East Central clinched the Centrs 
Division championship and wil 
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Receive Top‘ 


iad a3 
q 


Honorsin ECCC Art Contest 

These students received top honors in the *Chareoal/Peneil” cat- 

= tb the annual East Central Community College Spring Juried 

Pictured are (seated, from left) Even Snell, first place, of Lake: and 

Tyler Triplett, Second, and Amy Hathorn, third, both of Louisville: 

and (standing, from left) Ashley Allard and Sandy Guess, both of 

Union, and Montero Baker of Columbus, who all received honor- 

able mention, aie | 

Bruce Guraedy and Jill Hammis serve a$ instructors. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC INTRAMURAL CHAMPS 


The “Schnarzbetioe” capt 





: nate Ukers eens Softball championship at East. 


Central Community College in Decatur. Pictured are (front row, from left) Ronda Stroud of 

~ Louisville, Jessica Sheehan of Little Rock, Anna Price of Louisville, Lynlee Healy of Maco 
Jamiee Jones of Nanih Waiya and Lee Anne Rawson of Carthage; and (back row, from left) 
Dru Fulton of Louisville, Stephanie Pace of Newton, Jodie Rawson of Ca 2, Ashlie 

Se of as oe ‘he of eae and Courtnee Graham of sipecenate Not al 





Pair : 
intramurals. 
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DECATUR--Tina Mabry of Lake (left), nurse : practi- 
tioner at the Rush Medical Clinic in Lake, was among 
area nurses who received special recognition in obser- 
vance of Nurse Appreciation Week during a ceremony 
held at the Associate Degree Nursing/Child Care Tech- 
nology Building at East Central Community College in 
Decatur. Each honoree was presented a-certificate “for 
outstanding performance in the profession of nursing” 
from Brenda Kirby (right) of Forest, who serves as Dis- 
trict 15 president of the Mississippi Nurses Association. 
Mabry also serves as president of the Mississippi Board 
of Nursing. (EC Photo) - | 
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ECCC restructures orientation 


East Central Community College 
will once again offer five orientation 
sessions this summer for students 
planning to attend fall classes. 
However, the day’s activities have 
been restructured to make them more 
student-friendly. | 

Joe Killens, Vice President for 
Student Services, said, “We are con- 
tinuing to streamline our Orientation 
process to better serve our students. 
Unlike the previous registration 
process where everyone began at the 
same time, students can now arrive 
any time between the hours of 8 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. to begin the registration 
process.” 

“Depending on the crowd, we 
anticipate the process lasting a couple 
of hours. After completing registra- 
tion, students will be ready to start 
classes in the fall. The only addi- 
tional step will be to attend an 
Orientation meeting the first week of 
school or they may complete the 
Orientation process on our website as 
soon as they complete registration.” 

Killens also reminds students that 
ACT sub-scores will continue to be 
used for placement in Math and 
English. Students who have not sent 
a copy of their ACT scores to East 
Central will be placed in 
Developmental Math and English 


until scores are received. He also said 
they may bring a copy of their ACT 
scores the day they register. 

“Students who do not have an 
ACT score on file or with them on 
Orientation day will be placed in 
Developmental Math and English 
classes,” said Killens. 

“However, schedules may be 
changed at a later date once the 
required score is on file. For students 
who have not taken the ACT, the 
College administers the test several 
times throughout the summer.” 

Contact academic counselor 
Michael Alexander at 601-635-2111, 
ext, 231, for ACT information. 

Killens also reminds students that 
in order to receive MTAG 
(Mississippi Tuition Assistance 
Grant) they must have taken the 
National ACT. 

To complete registration, students 
need to have the following informa- 
tion on file in the Office of 
Admissions, Records and Research: 
(1) a completed application for 
admission; (2) an ACT score (aca- 
demic/technical students only; does 
not apply to vocational students); (3) 
official high schoo] transcript; and (4) 
college transcript if a transfer student. 

During orientation, students 
receive their approved class sched- 


ules for the fall semester, reserve or 
check the status of their dormitory 
rooms, and have photographs made 
for identification cards: Orientation 
also provides a great opportunity for 
students to become familiar with 
campus facilities and to meet with 
administrators, faculty and staff. 

The only fee associated with ori- 
entation is a $5 charge to purchase 
parking decals. A tag number is 
required to purchase the decal. 

Killens added, “We will continue 
to serve the noon meal in Mabry 
Memorial Cafeteria and invite all stu- 
dents and parents to join us for 
lunch.” 

Honors orientation will be held on 
Friday, June 3, for students who have 
a 21 or above ACT score, those 
selected STAR students, valedictori- 
ans and salutatorians and members of 
the Beta Club or other honor soci- 


etles. 


Additional orientation sessions are 
scheduled Saturday, June 18; 
Thursday, July 7; Wednesday, July 
20; and Friday, August 12. 

For more information contact 
Student Services at 635-2111, ext. 
375 or 205 or toll free 1-877-462- 
3222. 
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EC students visit Family Center — 


From press reports 


The Child Development 
Technology Department of East 
Central Community College 
recently visited the Louisville 
Municipal School Family Center. 
Mrs. Barbra Eichelberger and 
Mrs. Marie Livingston welcomed 
everyone. They told their guests 
that the Family Center is an edu- 
cational lending library. 

The students, children, and 
teachers were entertained by 
Granny, who read them a very 
interesting story, and Mother 
Goose, who presented an exciting 
pupa show. The children thor- 
oughly enjoyed it. 

Following the entertainment 
Granny and Mrs. Livingston 
walked the group across the road 
to Ivy Park where they enjoyed a 
oe ae playing on the play- 


Development Department 
instructs students in curriculum 
planning and implementation and 
gives them experiences in coordi- 
nation of activities in art, music, 
language arts, social studies, sci- 
ence, math, and other avenues of 
learning, thus preparing teachers’ 


aides in public school systems and _ 


other positions. Upon successful- 
4 completin the Child 

evelopment Technology _pro- 
gram, graduates should be able to 
gain entry to administrative level 
employment in the child care 
industry. 

The program also operates a 
licensed child care center for 30 
children from age eight-weeks to 
kindergarten age. These are 
children of faculty and students 
at EC and are here for the pur- 
pose of training students, who 
must work 480 hours in the cen- 











und. _ ter. Each year, the students plan 

East Central’s Child a field trip for the children. 
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Attend ECCC Senior Day 


WEEKOF 5-23-05. 





Morton High School seniors Tavarius Walker (left) and Amy Cobern (center) 
were among area high school students attending Senior Day activities held 
at East Central’Community College in Decatur, The campus guests are shown 
visiting with biology instructor Ron Davis at one of the many information 
booths available for students in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
Building. Entertainment for the special visitors was provided by the College 
Jazz band, Ac’cents and the Collegians in Huff Auditorium. A complimentary 
lunch was also provided on the East Mall. Approximately 840 seniors from 
the ECCC five-county district attended the annual event. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Senior Day Participants 


Seniors J. D. Ficklin (left) of Morton and Shaticka Crudup (center) of Forest 


were among area students attending Senior Day activities held at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. The campus guests are shown with Kevin 
McGhee, assistant men’s basketball coach, in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building where information booths pertaining to academic, 
technical and eareer programs of study, clubs and organizations, and special 
interests were available for students. Entertainment for the special visitors 
was provided by the College jazz band, Ac’cents and the Collegians in Huff 
Auditorium. A complimentary lunch was served on the East Mall. 
_ Approximately 840 seniors from the ECCC five-county district attended the 














annual events (EGePheto)» 
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Completes ECCC EMT program 





weekor 5-33-05 


7 7 - ; L— legs ATE 

e ey 
a . "7 ‘ . | 

; | os . ‘ * i rea 


ee 





Graduates of the East Central Community College Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)-Paramedic 
Technology Program were recently recognized during a reception held on the Decatur campus. 
Completing the two-year course of study are (seated from left) Shawn Ribble of Meridian, Kevin Tindol 
of Philadelphia, Scott Gordon of Collinsville and Brooke Bohl of Little Rock. The five students are now 
eligible to take the National Registry Exam for Paramedics. Standing from left are Barry Mason, interim 
director/instructor; Dr. Shawn Anderson, instructor, of Meridian; and Stephanie Womack, medical direc- 
tor, of Meridian. For more information regarding the College’s EMT-Paramedic Technology Program, con- 
tact Barry Mason, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 389. The email address is 


bmason@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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Local Seniors named Ecce 


Assistant Drum Majors 
_Laura Estes (left) of Forest and Kimberly 
Scott Cental have been selected to serve as asso 
Faun maior fr the Wall O' Sound Marching Band at 
Oe egetal Community College in Decatur for 2006- 
Stes is the daughter of Teresa Clark and Randy 
Estes, and Bassett’s parents are Carl and Terrie 
fe cett. Director of Bands Thomas W. Carson 
East Coal hats Nora he ft whe 
Sh dl t Mississippi Community 
—ECCC PHOTO 
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ECCC announces spring 
2005 semester honor roll 


A. Thompson, Ashley Nicole Tolbert, 









Students named to the 2005 spring 


semester honor roll, which includes 
those selected to the President’s list, 
Dean’s List and Honorable Mention 
List, have been announced at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur, according to Donna Luke, 
Director of Admissions, Records and 
Research. = 
PRESIDENT’S LIST 

Those named to the President's 
List, students with a 4.0 grade point 
average, include the following: 

CHOCTAW: Timothy Darryl 
Willis. | 

PHILADELPHIA: Heather N. 
Bain, Jason Matthew Blair, Rachel 
Leigh Chappell, Gabriel Lee 
Chickaway, Erica A. Clemons, 
Bennie Joe Dertinger, Brian M. 
Dunn, Clinton D, Howell, Brett 
Thomas Latimer, Marsha L. Lillis, 
Paul Martin Moss, Jodi Kelley 
Partridge, Brent Eugene Smith, Kyle 
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Toni Gail Tullos and Tanya L. Hernandez and reba ‘Tehauno 










Watkins. 

UNION: Lauren Elizabeth 
Beckham, Elizabeth A. Bennett, 
Clancy Lessine Cleveland, Rebekah 
L. Crenshaw, Beth A. Crotwell, 
Lester Scott Dooley, John Ashley 
Franklin, Clinton M. Harmon, Ashley 
Franklin Rigdon, James Casey 
Shackelford, Shana Michelle Smith 


and Brant Andrew Winstead. 
DEAN’S LIST 
The Dean's List includes the fol- 
lowing students who achieved a 3.5 
or above grade point average: 
PHILADELPHIA: India 
Backstrom, Angel Leigh Ann 


Beckham, Matthew E. Bell, Lenny 
Boatner, Felecia Moore Boler, 
Lindsey Nell Bostick, Amee Kaye 
Brackin, Cindy Eakes Bryan, Casey 
Le’Ann Cain, Teshiina  L. 
Caljesuseso, Hope Lyman Chadwick, 


Joshua Kent Cumberland, Justin 





Matthew Eubanks, 


Hillman, Daniel Wayne ike 


Danny J. Johnson, Jennifer Ellen 
Johnson, Jami Gayle Jones, Zachary 
ae call Thesesay piewe 


Marie Myers, Brent Dale Nance: 


any Stack, Jer 
Tolbert. Renda Pirkle 


Shea Johnson, Melissa 
Mason, Andrew Scott McDaniel, 


Ma oe. Billy Rouse 
lds, Ja y Ann__ Nicole Dolan, Shawe M 


White Sd BOLI N. Ween re a: ve . 
WALNUT GROVE: Kathryn Magan 
Helen Bolton 


Elizabeth Barney, 








nathan _Eueene Coreg 





Joshua Pigg. Jessica L. Porter, Jason 


Tee Davighe TTindol. ree L. Tingle, 


Elizabeth A. Tullos, Shannon Danae 






d, ne ott W. eters, Troy Dale 


Woods 


CHOCTAW: Jamaica Lynn 
Hickman, 
ons RPO Jessica 


Michelle Alford, Cyril Kane Amos, 
Monica D. Bell, Dianna Ruth Ben, 
Joshua Darrell Benson, Adam Craig 
Bobo, Laquinta La’Sha Bonds, 
Jonathan Brand, Lee Cain, 
Tiffany L. Carter, Carla Lea 
Chamblee, Shana Carol Chaney, 
William Eugene Coghlan, Adrienne 
M. Coleman, William Cassidy 
Crenshaw, Jonathan Maurice Davis, 
Tywon Rontrice Davis, Betty White 
Dyess, Brian C. Emerson, Kevin Lee 
Fedrick, Patrice Glennette — 
Ashley Elizabeth Fortenbery, Carla 

Hudnell Goforth, Richard ‘Dewaln 
Goldman, Katie Marie Hancock, 
Thomas E. Henderson, Yolandra 
Denise Hickman, Neimiah Lee Jim, 
Lee Wayne Johnson, Marjay L. 
Jones, Heather Holley Kelly, Sheila 
Beckham. si Bahors Justin 















Trinity rat Morris. Toe! Edsel 
Morris, Alexis Moneek Bicnols, 


pt ee 


Stopes 


Flame Rese, Jana Elizabeth Sansing, 
Erin Elizabeth Smith, Carl ae 







Sunni Carol Tolbert, LaToya D. 
Triplett, Adrienne Lenore Tubby, 
Alexander Edgar Tucker, Clint W. 
Vowell. Cyrstal Gail Watkins, 
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Michael G. Glenn, Marvin Eli Cenk. 
Se ody Darne!] Guess, Luke Benjamin 
3 a M. Keene, Jennifer 
1 Key, Lindsey Mane Knight 
Heather Dickersbaliie this, Mess gar 
Lea McCorkle, ‘Andre Millia 

‘Nichols, Melissa Williams Oveno os 
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School Photo 

These East Central Community College student-athletes were selected Nationa! Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) Academic All-Americans for the 2004-05 college term. Pictured are (from left) 
Kristin Chaney (softball and basketball) of Little Rock, Marley Smith (softball) of Union, Kyle Gordon 
(tennis) of Morton and Valerie Gibbs (tennis) of Newton, who were all named to the Distinguished List 
with a 3.8 grade point average or above. Not pictured is Roberto Orellana (tennis) of Forest, who was 
selected Academic All-American, with a 3.6 grade point average or above. Students who receive 
NJCAA Academic All-American honors must have completed three semesters of college work and par- 
ticipated in at least one season at the varsity level. 
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ECCC ADN graduates from Neshoba County 


These Neshoba County students are 2005 graduates of the East Central Community College Associate 
Degree Nursing program. They were among 50 graduates honored during a pinning ceremony held May 
13 on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (seated from left) Lola Beckham, Ashley Carter, Carla 
Chamblee, Heather Kelly, Rhonda Moore and Erin Nowell, all of Philadelphia; and (standing from left) 
Jodi Partridge, Kristi Partridge, Debbie Poole, Kimberly Smith, Staci Mann, Robert McPherson, M 
Mayo, Jodi Burroughs, Martha Boswell and Caro! Marie Brown, all of Philadelphia. 
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ECCC NURSING GRADUATES 





ECCC ADN Graduates From Newton County: These Newton County students are 2005 
graduates of the East Central Community College Associate Degree Nursing program. 
They were among 50 graduates honored during a pinning ceremony held May 13 on the 
Decatur campus. Pictured are (seated from left) Kacey Bender of Newton, Gloria Bishop of 
Decatur, Jami Blackburn of Newton and Billie McCure Lay of Decatur; and (standing from 
left) Carri Myers and Jay Gipson, both of Newton; Neil Knight of Decatur and Precious 


Moorehead of Newton. 
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Receive ‘special Ree 





a= PHore,/ EOCC | 
These students vasa “special” awards during the annual East Central Community — 
_ College Awards Day ceremonies held May 6 in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur campus. 
Students and their respective awards include (seated, from left) Brian Sibley of Newton, 
Citizenship; Chris Smith of Hickory, ECCC Players; and Jason Price of Walnut Grove and 
Elizabeth Tullos of Philadelphia, ECCC Singers; and (second row, from left) Julie Debord of | 
Carthage, Richard Fisher Organic Chemistry Award; William Crenshaw of Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia-Neshoba County Arts Council Scholarship; Kurt Nelson of Hickory, Kappa 
Kappa lota and Freshman Mathematics; and Jennifer Johnson of Philadelphia and Anthony _ 
Stanford of Louisville, Freshman Mathematics. Not pictured are Bradley Cook of Little 
Rock, The Tom-Tom newspaper staff; Eddie Smith of Decatur, ECCC Gospel Choir; and 
Rachel Edwards of abe sess East Central Environmental Club. 


———_— 
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They've got skills 





Cougresy Puoro/ECOC 
These members of the East Central Community College SkillsUSA Club recently received 
top honors during state skills competition. All first place winners advance t® th onal 
SkillsUSA contest to be held June 20-24 in Kansas City, Missouri. Pictured are (front row, 

_ from left) Rachelle Graham of Little Rock and Ginger Richardson of Enterprise, first 

_ place, Opening and Closing; Christy Russell of Hillsboro, second place, Health 
Occupations Professional Portfolio; Megan McCorkle of Union and Meridith Carney of 
Quitman, third place, Chapter Business Procedures; and Coty Stokes of Nanih Waiya, | 

__ first place, cabinetmaking; (second row, from left) Candy Chesney of Little Rock; third 

place, Chapter Business Procedures; Ginger Vance of Decatur and Amy Dolan of Union, 

_ first place, Opening and Closing; and Sylvia Majure of Philadelphia, second place, Health 

Occupations Professional Portfolio; (third row, from left) Amy McMillan of Forest, second 

place, Practical Nursing; Kellie Jo McGee of Hickory, first place, Opening and Closing; 
Tammy Baldwin of Forest, first place, Nurse Assisting; and Betty Belvin of Decatur, sec- | 

ond place, Job Skills Demo B; and (back row, from left) Jana Smith of Union, first place, 

Opening and Closing; Brandon Lang of Edinburg, second place, industrial Motor 

Control; John Creekmore of Noxapater, first place, CNC Milling; and Lucas Little of 

Hickory, second place, Precision Machining Technology. Not pictured are Samantha 

Partridge of Bailey, first place, Related Technical Math; Heather Mathis of Union and 

Tabitha Thomas of Meridian, first place, Promotional Bulletin Board; Kizzy Miller, second 

place, Pre-School Teaching Assistant; Jason Blair of Philadelphia, second place, 
Collision Repair Technology; Nathan Cumberland of Newton, second place, Heath | 

Occupations Professional Portfolio; Crystal Hughes of Lena, third place, 

_ Extemporaneous Speaking; Tywon Davis of Philadelphia, third place, Major Appliance 
APPEARED Technology; Randy Sanders of Carthage, third place, Heating, Ventilation and Air | 
Conditioning; and Bridget Jordan of Noxapater and Dana Wilcher of Walnut Grove, third — 

LAKE MES: place, Chapter Business Procedures. 
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Coonrear Rania eode 
These students received Alumni Memorial awards during the annual East Central 
Community College Awards Day ceremonies held May 5 in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur 
campus. Students and their respective awards include (from left) Anthony Stanford of 
Louisville, Billy Wayne Baucum Secondary Education; John Franklin of Union, Ruth Carr- 
Vincent Award for Academic Excellence in Nontraditional Education and W. A. Coursey, Jr. 
Engineering; Ama Burns of Louisville, Opal McMullan Dickerson Elementary Education; 
Cynthia Moody of Preston, Alatha Chaney English Award; Lori McMullan of Decatur, Sara 
Carr Deaton Business Technology; and Emily Massey of Forest, Sue Yarbrough Fulgham 





Speech; and (back row, from left) Raphael Wash of Forest, William S. Giffin Men,s 
Intramural; Justin Copeland of Philadelphia and Daniel Wood of Bay Springs, Homer F. 
Hunter Award for Athletic Managers; Shana Smith of Union, Jack B. Mayo Phi Theta 
Kappa; Julie Debord of Carthage, Dr. Edwin Miller Medical Services; Kristin Chaney of 
Little Rock, Earline Wood Basketball; and Clancy Cleveland of Union, Thomas W. Thrash 
Memorial. Not pictured are Andre Coleman of Louisville, Howard Sessums Basketball and 


Lashedrick Eichelberger of Noxapater, Andrew F, Webb Football. 
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RECEIVE ECCC FACULTY MEMORIAL AWARDS 


These students 
: received Faculty Memorial awards during the annual East Central Community College Awards Day ceremont hol 





Morgan of Walnut Grove Lom Eubanks Kaly 
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ECCC Reninr day y particdante 


Philadelphia High School seniofs Charleigh Alford, second from left, Alex Burt and Laurel Allen were among 
area high school students attending Senior Day activities held at East Central Community College in 
Decatur. The campus guests are shown with Ann Smith, secretary to the director of admissions, records and 
research, in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building where information booths pertaining to aca- 
demic, technical and career programs of study, clubs and organizations, and special interests were available 
for students. Approximately 840 students from the ECCC five-county district attended the annual event. 
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ECCC SENIOR DAY 


ECCC PHOTO 


Attend ECCC Senior Day: Newton County High Schoo! seniors Kelo Tolbert (left) and Mar- 
cus Viverette (center) were among area high school students attending Senior Day activities 
held at East Central Community College in Decatur. The campus visitors are shown with Joe 
Killens, vice president for student services, in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Build- 
ing where information booths pertaining to academic, technical and career programs of 
study, clubs and organizations, and special interests were available for students. Entertain- 
ment for the special visitors was provided by the College jazz band, Ac'cents and the Colle- 
gians in Huff Auditorium. A complimentary lunch was served on the East Mall. Approximately 
840 seniors from the ECCC five-county district attended the annual event. 
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These East Central Community College students received various transfer scholarships 
to Mississippi State University, which were presented during the annual East Central 
Community College Awards Day ceremonies held May 5 in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur 
campus. Scholarship recipients include (seated from left) Anna Price of Louisville, Ashley 
Clark of Sturgis, Ronda Stroud of Louisville, Dinah Lachney of Decatur, Dru Fulton of 
Louisville and Heath Smylie of Decatur; and (standing, from left) Latisa Stewart and Liz 
Tullos, both of Philadelphia; Jessica Sheehan of Little Rock, Valerie Gibbs of Newton, 

Jennifer Johnson and Jami Jones, both of Philadelphia; and Zach Staton of Union. Also 
pictured is MSU admissions counselor John Dickerson, who presented the awards. 

















APPEARED IN: 

LAKE MESSENGER | CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES a * NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL ___ MERIDIAN STAR ___ 
SPIRIT OF MORTON __ & . CLARION-LEDGER 


IMPACT _ : 


WEEK OF ____©-G-05 


a het 


oo 





aN 


Johnson attends ECCC orientation E 


sheena Johnson (right) of Philadelphia was among the approxi- 
mately 300 area students who attended Honors Orientation held 
June 3 at East Central Community College in Decatur. During orien- 
tation, students receive their approved class schedules for the fall 
semester, reserve or check on the status of their dormitory rooms 
and have photos made for identification cards. Johnson, a graduate 
of Raleigh High School, is shown planning her fall semester class 
schedule with assistance from speech/theater instructor Stan Tucker. 
Additional orientation sessions are scheduled Saturday, June 18: 
Thursday, July 7; Wednesday, July 20; and Friday, Aug. 12. Fall 
classes begin Monday, Aug. 22. For more information contact ECCC 
Student Services, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462- 
3222, ext. 375. The email address is Jkillens@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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Hall attends 

ECCC Orientation 
Neal Hall (right) of Philadelphia 
was among the approximately 300 
students who attended Honors 
Orientation held June 3 at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur. During orientation, stu- 
dents receive their approved class 
schedules for the fall semester, 
reserve or check on the status of 
their dormitory rooms and have 
photographs made for identifica- 
tion cards. Hall, a graduate of 
Neshoba Central High School, is 
shown planning his fall semester 
class schedule with assistance 
from English instructor Melinda 
Smith. Additional orientation ses- 
sions are scheduled Saturday, 
June 8; Thursday, July 7; 
Wednesday, July 20; and Friday, 
Aug. 12. Fall classes begin 
Monday, August 22. For more infor- 
mation contact ECCC Student 
Services, Phone 601-635-2111 or 
call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 
375. The email address is jkil- 
lens@eccc.edu (EC Photo) 
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Dilley Attends ECCC Orientation 

Jess Dilley (left) of Forest was among the approximately 300 area students 
who attended Honors Orientation held June 3 at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. During orientation, students receive their approved class 
schedules for the fall semester, reserve or check on the status of their 
dormitory rooms and have photos made for identification cards. Dilley, a 
graduate of Forest High School, is shown planning his fall semester class 
schedule with assistance from Brad Hodge who serves as Lady Warrior head 
basketbail coach and golf.coach. Additional orientation sessions are scheduled 
Saturday, June 18; Thursday, July 7: Wednesday, July 20; and Friday, August 
12. Fall classes begin Monday, August 22. For more information contact 
ECCC Student Services, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462- 
3222, ext. 375. The email address is jkillens@ecec.edu. (EC Photo) 
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WEEK OF Sune 13, 2005 | 





to East Central Community College 


Haley Fisher (standing left), a 2005 graduate of 
Sebastopol High School, isthe recipient of the Jay B. 
and Frances Harris Smith Scholarship at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. The scholarship was 
endowed in the fall of 2002 in memory of Mr. Smith and 
in-honor of Mrs. Smith (right). Also pictured is Mrs. 
Smith’s niece, Jo Harris. The award was presented dur- 
ing the College’s annual Bell South Scholarship 


Appreciation Luncheon. 
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Russum Receives ECCC Alumni 
Association Scholarships 
Daniel Russum (left), a 2005 graduate of Forest High 


and Alexander , a 2005 graduate of 
oven Cary a Saou oe pers PEE 


Classic Scholarships. 
Parr rp cihion one conifer 12002 bon poceb 
ofthe annual gof toumiament. Pictured with the recpients is 
ECCC Alumni Association President Bill Lovett of Forest. The 
cae wate resorted dung fe Coleg’ ervutl al 
South Scholarship Appreciation Luncheon. 
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Harrison Receives Sanders 
Memorial Scholarship toECCC 


Briccili Harrison (center), a 2005 graduate of Scott 





Central High School, is the recipient of the Charles 
Sanders Memorial Scholarship at East Central | 
Community College in Decatur. The scholarship was 
established in 2000 and is awarded by the Forest/Scott 
County Civic Club. Representing the donors are Jean 
Cox (left) and Frank Edmondson (right). The award was 
presented during the College’s annual Bell South 
Scholarship Appreciation Luncheon. | 
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Receives Stevens Memorial Scholarship 
Kristy Coley (center), a 2005 graduate of Morton High School, is the recipient of the Joanne Stevens Memorial 
Scholarship at East Central Community College in Decatur. The scholarship was established in 2003 by W. H. 
Stevens (left) of Forest in memory of his wife, a former principal and teacher at Morton Elementary School. The 
school’s first-grade building is named in her honor. Also pictured is Mr. Stevens’ daughter-in-law, Mary Stevens. 
The award was presented during the College’s annual Bell South Scholarship Appreciation Luncheon held Thursday, 
May 26, in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. (EC Photo) 
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DECATUR--Kyle Wolf (left), a 2005 
graduate of Lake High School, is the recipi- 

ent of the R.O. and Bertha Hannah Schol- , 
arship at East Central Community College. 

This scholarship was established in 1991 by 

the four sons of R.O. and Bertha Hannah, 

all of whom attended ECCC. The recipient 

is pietured with ECCC recruiter/Tech Prep 

Career Center director Christi Gregory. The 

award was presented during the College’s 

annual Bell South Scholarship Appreciation 

Luncheon held in Mabry Memorial Cafete- 

ria. (EC Photo) | | 
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Sel trash ot Sac kad Juana Pern = 
Little Rock to honor the memory of their children, "~ 
Crystaland C.J., who were killed in an automobile, “_. 
accident in 1993. Pictured are (seated, from left) ¢ 

Kelsi Abiee. Brittany Senanes: and Krista. Chaney, 











standing, from left) Jordan dan Robins 

graduate of Union High School, and C 
Gressett, a 2005 graduate of Newton County High... 
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Church. | during the roveou 

College's annual Bell South Scholarship Pens 

Appreciation Luncheon held Thursday, May 26, in, ,,, 

Mabry Memorial mass (EC Photo) {eis 
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Receive ECCC technical awards ——_— 





Covatesy Puoro/ECOC 
These students received technical awards during the annual East Central Community 
College Awards Day ceremonies held May 5 in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur cam- 
_ pus, Students and their respective awards include (seated, from left) Trey White of 
_ Philadelphia, automotive technology; Jeania Clayton of Hickory, child development 
technology; Betty Dodd of Carthage, computer technology; and Larry Brantley of . 
Forest, electrical technology; and (standing, from left) Jacqueline Miller of Noxapater, 
gerontology technology; David Black of Forest, electronic technology; Lucas Little of 
Hickory, machine shop technology; Nolan Burchfield of McCool, computer network 
support technology; and Faith Hessenius of Louisville, “Technical Student of the 
Year.” Not pictured are Jason Blair of Philadelphia and William James of repay col- 
lision repair technology award recipients.. 
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These students were among those receiving “special” awards during the annual East 
Central Community College Awards Day ceremonies held May 5 in Huff Auditorium on 
the Decatur campus. Students and their respective awards include (seated, from left) 
John A. Franklin of Union, Sophomore Mathematics; Misty Smith of Decatur, 
Mississippi Community College Creative Writing Association; Cynthia Moody of 
Preston, Secondary Education; Daniel Warren of Meridian, S. Lebrun Hutchison 
Engineering; Elizabeth Richardson of Preston, Myrtle R. Hutchison Elementary 
Education; Jaimee Jones of Louisville, Phi Theta Kappa Margaret Mosal Award for 
Leadership; and Laura Foreman of Little Rock, Ann Burkes Phi Theta Kappa; and (sec- 
ond row, from left) Cynthia Brantley of Newton and Sharon Griffin of Conehatta, 
Mississippi Business Educators Association Student Awards; Nakecia Buckley of 
Philadelphia, Alyne Simmons Recruitment Grant; Alan Krajewski of Louisville, 
Associate Degree Nursing Outstanding Achievement; Ryan Stewart of Meridian, Roy 
Pete Award for Soccer; Ryan Hudson of Louisville, Anthony Coleman Men,s 
Basketball; and Kristin Chaney of Little Rock and Marley Smith of Union, Walter Arno 
Vincent Award for Academic Excellence in Athletics. Not pictured is Darren Reed of 
Newton, Spanish. | 
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both of Louisville, 
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ECCC Students Receive USM Scholarships ~ These East Central Community College students received 
various transfer scholarships to the University of Southern Mississippi, which were presented during the 
annual East Central Community College Awards Day ceremonies held May 5 in Huff Auditorium on the 
Decatur campus. Scholarship recipients include (from left) Courtney Hollingsworth of Forest, Erin 
Yelverton of Decatur, Amy Ealy of Forest, Kristin Chaney of Little Rock and Shana Smith of Union. At 
right is USM admissions counselor Melanie Walters, who presented the scholarships. (EC Photo) 
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Shook Presented USM 
_ Scholarshiy 






Former East Central Community College student Laura 
Shook (left) of Lawrence was recently presented the 
Charlie and Lorita Finnegan Endowment for the Arts 
scholarship to attend the University of Southern Missis- 
sippi. Shook is a 2004 graduate of ECCC, where she 
received an art service scholarship and participated in 
drama productions. She 
was also a member of the 
Baptist Student Union. 
The Newton High School 
graduate is pictured with 
Fine Arts Chairman and 
art instructor Bruce 
Guraedy. (EC Photo) 
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Receives Arts Council Scholarship 


Sophomore Cassidy Crenshaw (center) of Philadelphia is the recip- 
ient of the 2005 Philadelphia/Neshoba County Arts Council 
scholarship at East Central Community College in Decatur. Pictured 
with the recipient are his parents, William and Cindy Crenshaw. The 
award was presented during the college’s annual Bell South 
Scholarship Appreciation Luncheon held Thursday, May 26, in Mabry 
Memorial Cafeteria. (EC Photo) 
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Receives Board 
Ashley Dunn (left), a 2005 graduate of Neshoba Central High 
School, is the recipient of the Board of Trustees Scholarship at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. Pictured with the award 
recipient is Board member Edsel Cliburn of Union. The award was 
presented during the college’s annual Bell South Scholarship 
Appreciation Luncheon held Thursday, May 26, in Mabry Memorial 
Cafeteria. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC ADN GRADUATES 


These Scott County students are 2005 graduates of the East Central Community 
College Associate Degree Nursing program. They were among 50 graduates honored 
during a pinning ceremony held May 13 on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (from left) 
Stacy Harris, Veronica Harrison, Rochelle Reid and Lance Sigrest, all of Forest. 
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Courtesy PHoro/ECCC. 
East Central Community College’s Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the interna- 
tional honor society for two-year colleges, was recognized as one of the top 100 chap- 
ters at the organization’s international convention held April 14-16 in Dallas, Texas. 
_ ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin is shown presenting the award to Theta Xi officers 
and members who include (front row, from left) Shana Smith of Union, vice president 
for leadership; Dru Fulton of Louisville, historian; Faith Hessenius of Louisville, vice 
president for scholarship; Courtnee Graham of Preston, president; Joseph Lathem of 
Walnut Grove and Jaimee Jones of Louisville; and (back row, from left) Crystal Tull of 
Carthage, Kasey Hall of Lawrence, Laura Foreman of Little Rock, Courtney Averett of 
Conehatta, Claire Stinson of Meridian and Chris Rush of Union. 
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Receives Wilson Scholarship 


East Central Community College sophomore Tiffany Willis (left) of 
Philadelphia is the recipient of the 2005 General William Patrick 
Wilson Memorial Scholarship. The recipient is pictured with Stacey 
Hollingsworth, administrative assistant in the Office of Foundation 
and Alumni Relations. The award was presented during the college's 
annual Bell South Scholarship Appreciation Luncheon held 
Thursday, May 26, in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. (EC Photo) , 
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itizens Bank Scholarship... Joshua 
Skinner (left), a 2005 ph emis) of Union High 
School, is the recipient of the Citizens Bank of 
Philadelphia Scholarship at East Central 


Community College in Decatur. Re ting the | 
bank is Ken Jones, president of the 4 sere 


Decatur branch. (EC Photo) | 
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Receives Vowell 
Scholarship ' 






DECATUR--Erik Alexander (left), a 2005 
graduate of Lake High School, is the recipi- , 
ent of the Lavern and Elizabeth Vowell Me- 
morial Scholarship at East Central Commu- 
nity College in Decatur. The scholarship was 


‘established in 1993 by the couple’s children. 
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Pictured with the recipient is ECCC re- 
éruiter/Tech Prep Career Center director 
Christi Gregory. The award was presented 
during the College’s annual Bell South Schol- 
arship Appreciation Luncheon held Thurs- 
day, May 26, in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. 
(EC Photo) 
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association of supervisors and rotate alphabetically 2 ia ie 
Representing the donors are Harold K. Reynolds (standing ot President of the 
Neshoba County Board of Supervisors, and Joe Any Helton (standing right), President of 
the Leake County Board of Supervisors. The awards were presented during the 
College's annual Bell South Scholarship Appreciation Luncheon, 
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Agee attends ECCC orientation 
Delynn Agee of Philadelphia was among the approxim aly 300 ctu. 
dents who attended Honors, Sead rs 3 ee Sige! 
Community College in Decatur. During orientation, students receive 
their approved class schedules for the fall semester, reserve or 
check on the status of their dormitory rooms and have photographs 
made for identification cards. Agee, a graduate of Ehoctany Conn 
High School, i shown planning her fall semester class schedule 
with assistance from business technology instructor Christy 
Ferguson. Additional orientation sessions are scheduled Saturday 
June 18; Thursday, July 7; Wednesday, July 20; and Friday, Aug. 12. 
Fall classes begin Monday, Aug. 22. For more information contact 
ECCC Student Services, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877- 
462-3222, ext. 375. The email address is jkillens@eccc.edu. 
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Neshoba 
countians attend 
ECCC honors 
orientation _ 


Numerous students from Neshoba 
County attended Honors Orientation 
held June 3 at East Central 
Community College 1 in Decatur. 

During orientation, students 
receive their approved class sched- 
ules for the fall semester, reserve or 
check on the status of their dormito- 
ry rooms and have photos made for 
identification cards, 

Area students who participated in 
orientation activities and their 
respective high schools include the 
following: 

Choctaw Central High School: 

. Delynn Agee, Joe Bell and Quintara 

Gibson, all of Philadelphia; and 
Larisha Johnson, Conehatta. 

Neshoba Central High School: 
Ramon Agurrie, Choctaw; Wade 
Atkins, Chasity Anderson, Joseph 
Arledge, Douglas Bankston, 

a Barksdale, _ Thomas 
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Counresy Puoro JEOOC 
Louisville High School seniors (from left) Jameela Hannah, Tavaris Welch, Shakia Metts 
and Jeremy Gill were among area high school students attending Senior Day activities 
held at East Central Community College in Decatur. The campus guests are pictured in 
the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building where information booths pertaining to 
academic, technical and career programs of study, clubs and organizations, and special 
interests were available for the visiting seniors. Students were also entertained by the 
peel oo band, Ac’ cents and Collegians during performances held in Huff Auditorium. 
A complimentary lunch was provided on the East Mall. Approximately 840 seniors from 
the ECC five-county district attended the anriual event. | 
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oar ATTEND ECCC SENIOR DAY 


| Marton.High School seniors-Tavarius Walker (left) and Amy Cobern (center) were among area : 
| Morton High , Natker (left) and Amy Cobern (center) wer rea gh schoo! stude 
| Day activities held at East Centra! Community College in Decatur. The campus guests are shown visiting with biology instructor Ron 
Davis at one of the many information booths avallable for students in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building. 
Entertainment for the special visitors was provided by the College jazz band, Accents and the Collecians in Huff Auditorium, A com- 
plimentary lunch was also provided on the East Mall. Approximately 840 seniors from the ECCC five-county district attended the 





hog! students attending Senior 


annual event. 
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tees receives s Wilkerson 
Scholarship to East Central 


Charles Hayes (center), a 2005 graduate of Forest 
High School, is the recipient of the Bob Wilkerson 
Memorial Vo-Tech Scholarship at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. Pictured with the recipi- 
ent are Robert and Patsy Wilkerson, who established 
the scholarship in 2003 in memory of their son, Bob, a 

graduate of Forest High School. The award was pre- 
sented during the College’s annual Bell South 
brabus ssa rl held May Pf - 
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Receives Farm Bureau Scholarship 
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Deena Dansby, LUTCF, insurance agent with Farm Bureau, was recently elected to the National 
Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors as regional vice president on the state level. She is 
shown presenting a $2,000 scholarship from NAIFA to recipient Megan Winstead. Winstead is the daugh- 
ter of Dudley and Diane Winstead and will attend East Central Community College this fall. 
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Receives Clayt 
Biount 
Scholarship 


Briana Nicole Stinson, a 2005 
graduate of Neshoba Central 
High School, is the recipient of 
the Clayton Blount Scholarship 
at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. The scholar- 





ship was established in honor of 


Coach Blount in1995 by his for- 
mer players. During his employ- 


ment at ECCC from 1953 to 


1970, Blount served in various 
capacities including physical 
education teacher, coach, dean 
of men and athletic director. The 
award was presented during the 
college’s annual BellSouth 
Scholarship “Appreciation 
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Luncheon held Thursday, May 
26, in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. 
(EC Photo) 
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Receives Dallas 
Scholarship 


Neshoba Central High School 
graduate Eric Herrington is the 
2005 recipient of the Fred and 
Maudie Dallas |§ Memorial 
Scholarship at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. 
This scholarship was estab- 
lished in 1991 to assist deserv- 
ing graduates of Neshoba 
Central High-School who reside 
in the southeast quarter of 
Neshoba County. It was estab- 
lished and funded by the chil- 
dren of Mr. and Mrs. Dallas in 
their memory and in honor of 
their interest in education. 
Seven of Mr. and Mrs. Dallas’ 
eight children attended what 
was then known as East Central 
Junior College. The award was 
presented during the college's 
annual Bell South Scholarship 
Appreciation Luncheon held 
Thursday, May 26. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC SBA Officers: These students wore: FBOerlly @lactBid 16 les ead the: he Suet Body 
Association for the 2005-06 term at East Central copii: 8 a From yoni pie sident 
Keely Morgan of Walnut Grove, Vice President Joy Cavenaugt 

mie Jones of Nanih Waiya and Tr rCla L 









APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 4 CARTHAGINIAN | 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES \ __ NESHOBA DEMOCRAT |, ~ 

UNION APPEAL NEWTONRECORD__,“ 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL __ MERIDIAN STAR __\ 

SPIRIT OF MORTON __ _ CLARION-LEDGER 


IMPACT 


Scholarship 

Alex Deason, a 2005 graduate 
of Philadelphia High School, is 
the recipient of the Ben Myers 
Memorial Scholarship at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur. The scholarship was 


established in 1997 in memo-_| 


ry of Ben Myers, a 1997 
ECCC graduate and former 
Mr. East Central Community 
College. The award was pre- 
sented during the college’s 
annual BellSouth Scholarship 


_ Appreciation Luncheon held 
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
RECEIVES THOMAS EC SCHOLARS SCHOLARSHIP: 
Newton County High School graduate Maggie McDill (left) is 
the SUIS Tagine oF ME NSIS Se 

Scholarship at East Central Community College in 

ae stablished by the College in 1999, individuals, 

3ses or groups can supply these scholarships, pre- 
seniees o ‘students who are in the top 10 percent of their 
class. Representing the family are Carol Thomas Barnes 
debit eth La., and Luvie Thomas (se of 
y — eats ee aca Se a 
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Numerous Scott Countians 
Attend ECCC Honors Orientation 


Numerous students from Scott County attended Briccilli Harrison, Raquel] 
amas Gkeniewen CE Sullivan, Megan Thomas, Kimberly Thotnpeon, | 
TANTS CPSC, Btekite SUCeve Their apy eo coved tartan Wa Re 





Lake Attendance Center: Alexander 
on the status of their dormitory rooms and have pho- Gouthia tetanmeis  saek Seaton Rees 


tos made for identification cards. 

SE eh cicuen... Keane ee 
——. CCC ter Nikkt Richardson and Kyle Wol all of Lake, 
Forest High School: Brent Barton, Wade Olive; Amanda Gatewood and Jimmy Lott, both of 

Presiding Chambers Jes Dilley Linirer 1 Brown, Le eS ee Christopher Parker, 
Zachary Foreman, Jerrica Gowdy, C1 upset ce ee ee 
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John Walton 





Joseph Carlton 




















eer Sid x ree in oe | 
ous part rica an bh AL oy 
around the world. 6) Adlai / Cc A 
With funds provided by 
the Baptist Student Union, 
most students serve an 
5 to 10 week term 
alongside career mission- : 
: ifty of the students 
selected will serve in nine 
foreign countries while 
4 will work in 25 states | 
Bast Central Communit Mississipy di College Stu- 
arvin Vv o in Florida and is the son 
a mission rary in is omg nin of lech aha Mary Chart 
come ton of Little Rock. 
of Lite Rock. The Baptist Student 
Union is sponsored by the 
—— bieipeah 
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are selected by the College's Scholarship Committee. 
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GERONTOLOGY SCHOLARSHIPS 
| Doris Henson, left, and Shelia Jackson, center, recently 
received the Heart and Hand Gerontology Scholarships at 
East Central Community College in Decatur, The 
| scholarships were established in 1999 by Heart and Hand, 
a nonprofit organization that promotes programs and 
services:for senior citizens. Henson received the Elberta C. 
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WARE TWINS 
ATTEND ECCC ORIENTATION 


Twins Laura Ware (second from left) and Lee Ware of Forest were among the approx! 
y : nors Orientation held June 3 at East Central 
munity > students receive thelr approved 

Sicis cabadiacn ta’ tha Sak somadilt facenve or chock un the sialia Ut ak dersiicey 

rooms and have photos made for identification cards. The Scott Central graduates are 

shown planning thelr fall semester class schedules with assistance from English 





instructor Linda Pierce. 
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Madison attends ECCC orientation 
Neshoba Central High School graduate James Madison was among 
area students who attended orientation activities held June 18 at 
East Central Community College in Decatur. During orientation, stu- 
dents receive their approved class schedules for the fall semester, 
reserve or check on the status of their dormitory rooms and have 
photos made for identification cards. Madison is shown planning his 
fall semester schedule with assistance from Conrad Germany who 
teaches collision repair technology. Additional orientation sessions 
are scheduled Thursday, July 7; Wednesday, July 20; and Friday, 
Aug. 12. Fall classes begin Monday, Aug. 22. For more information 
contact ECCC Student Services, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll 
free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 375. The email address is 
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Registering for ECCC classes 

Neshoba Central High School graduate Valerie Lillis (right) was 
among area students who attended orientation activities held June 
18 at East Central Community College in Decatur. During orienta- 
tion, students receive their approved class schedules for the fall 
semester, reserve or check on the status of their dormitory rooms 
and have photos made for identification cards. Lillis is shown plan- 
ning her fall semester schedule with assistance from Spanish 
instructor Linda Lane. Additional orientation sessions are scheduled 
Thursday, July 7; Wednesday, July 20; and Friday, Aug. 12. Fall 
classes begin Monday, Aug. 22. For more information contact ECCC 
Student Services, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462- 
3222, ext. 375. The email address is jkillens@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Centralettes and Cheerleaders from Union 
Members of the Centralettes dance line at East Central Community College 
from Union are (from left) Morgan Milling, Ashley Rigdon. Madison 
Reagha Kristen Thompson, Clancy Cleveland. and Lydia Adkins. 


Photos by Marty Stamper 
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Bee High School where 


drum mager tela Mer See | 

She has lise tecetrsd Remors asa clarinetist. having | 
received the Joie Pillip Sousa Aseard her senior year. 9 
She was also selected Moc Guttanding Player as a | 
freshman. b 
She is the daughter of Waniz Boyd and Douglas | 
Boyd, Jr . 

Freshman Lauren Estes begins her first year as an 
assistant drum major for the Wall O° Sound. 

She is a graduate of Forest Higsh School, where she 
served as Color Guest Copeman Ber semor year and 


received the Captain’ s Award Danielle Boyd = : poe Bassett 
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| great working relations ~ our drum line is the best in the state: 
| band direct s a large part in Jared Brownlee. What drummer 
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biggest band ever 





When the new uniforms come in, it 

will be a totally different and exciting 

look for the Wall O’ Sound next fall” 

: ve Se said his paleest Beer fee ee 
and department is without a doubt a 

new band hall! 

“A new band hall is our most 
pressing need, We have the best equip- 
ment le, a great practice field, 
but our band hall space is depleted! 
bad — Bs eee in all the 


OM ent to have the best band 
building in the state, that others will 
want to model after, and a building that 
will completely serve the needs of our 
entire anc ‘program for years and 
to come.” 

~ Inaddition to more space, there are 
a few other items the band needs. 

We always have immediate needs 
for instruments such as tubas, and 
other large brass instruments. Also, 
a large U-Haul type truck is essential; 
at the present time, we mustrentone : 
for all our trips. Those areas would. * 
pits at Saale he Pune! a 
alumni, family and friends of the a 
band,” » Caraé said, é: Z Directors: Head director, Tom Carson; 

Carson has served as director of Brownlee; Coco Boone, Cent 
bands at A college fos 23 peste His Color lor Guard fire: Da 
reason: “I love working with young jcihg toe 
musicians and providing them with Bassett and Caen nf sles, a8 SSISKs =e 





pai 













> First performance: The Wa 

something worthwhile.” haiftime show ome se ot. 24, when the Warr | a 
Maria McLeod is assistant to the Community College at ‘Newton 9 High School's field. This: year, 

vice pessiiens for public information the full band will perform ait all home games, the pep band will go to 


entral. Community College. Bway Gaines. 
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CAMP AWARDS 


allege cheerleading squad received three superior ribbons and 
one excetient ribbon aurng the Universal Cheerleaders Association Cheer Camp held in July 
at the Un iniversit y of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. In addition, ECCC was named a superior squad 
ected Most Ir prov: ved. ie mascot Carl Spence was also named all-superior 
nascot camp held the same week. Pictured with their awards are, front row from left, 
‘Stephen C. F er, Brittany Barfield, Loren Kennedy, Susanna Pace, Kristin Bufkin and Josh 
Pigg 1 in the second row are Maggie McDill, Megan Jones, cheer coach Coco Boone, Marlo 
| and Kristina Moore. In the back row are Tavarius Walker, Chris Gatewood, Zach 
Kilpatrick, Kyle Jones and Christopher Boose. Not pictured is Neal Hall. 
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East Central Community College Cheerleaders 






Cc 5 ege Cheerleaders 





PE erakee miki a up of ils ae guys 
from one artwo ste y district og 











i we feted dod h gree on eg The 
cheerleaders are judged and scored on each of 
| these requirements by a panel of qualified 
| judge — 





ee. ezig Ia. addition. 


ad’s name: East Central Community _ with only five returning members out of 16 total 
t 


his year. We have made vast improvements 
over the last few months. We hope to show a lot of 
spirit and enthusiasm at all aeibeghae is a 
games this year. In addition, we have 












various nt Ln yyramids that we ope ne 
crowds will enjoy. Ove ral we would like to be a 
good, clean collegiate-looking squad that shows 
oval school pt ; 
Pe nances: We have pep rallies and foot- 
ee season. 
Then, we perform at all Home ne girls and guys 
basketball games du J] season. In 


addition, we perform at various ‘school and local 
functions as needed. 


y, ol 


raid one tak eymn sti se Gm i ‘ Deets thee: Sp sie 
| Z a cs 's | eT sa a 


feo fhe oe _ 


New this year: We are a fairly young squad 











Fund raisers: The squad sponsors various 
fund-raiser. The proceeds are used to purchase 
new uniforms, poms, megaphones, practice 
clothes, ‘supplies si various materials needed 





SUBMITTED PHOTO 
EecC CENTRALETTES ~— 

Members of the Centralettes, the danceline for the Warrior Wall O’ Sound. Marching Band, are in 
the first row, from left, Jennifer Key, Misty Mayes, Jana Sansing, Aly Burton and Ashley Rigdon. In 
the second row are Madison Brantley, Sherrell Brown, Amanda Dowell, Clancey Cleveland, Kia 
Latiker and Laura Beth Wray. In the third row are Kristen Thompson, Paige Randolph, Keisi Abies, 
Whitney Whiteside, Lauren McDonald, Casey Cooper and Mykel Hoy. In the fourth row are Krisha 
Dickens, Cassie Neal, Gretchen Stubbs. Caylee Sullivan, Bethany Sharp.and Morgan Milling. In the 
back row are lydia Adkins, Sarah h Peeples Rachel ene! Fat sree t A geo gall Ashley Brooks, 
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These suse "ame Deen selected i> ac ‘he Phi Beta Lambda chapter at East Central Community 
College in Decent _ hom len. are Andy Johnson of Philadelphia, parliamentarian; and Rebecca 
Brand. vice president, amc Emest Soivey, treasurer, both of Decatur. Back row, from left, are Julia Tucker 
of Decatur, iusionan., Jamarca romandez of Pearl River. secretary: Jeffery Davis of Louisville, president: 
and Michael teo0rer. Business technology instructor Ruth Gregory of Little Rock 


me as lead acc ome Gets meg 'S @M organization for business and computer students. (EC 
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cless officers Gregory, vice president, of Louisville; 
Community Limdsey Walker, secretary, of Little Rock; 
et. @asen and Beth Crotwell, treasurer, of Union. 











and ean Es Sty “aoe. wer pence 3 ae Seah secretary, 
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Honor society 

East Central Com- 
munity College sophomore 
Caleb Shepard, of Car- 
thage, was inducted into 
the Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the interna- 
tional honor society for 
two-year colleges during 
recent ceremonies on the 
Decatur campus. Students 
are required to have a 3.5 
grade point pbs a be 


DD. renin 
ship. 
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Misty Mayes (sixth from ie of Newte 
and Colby Amis (fifth from let) of 








Community 

ly on the Decatur campus. Also pictun 
are beauties and beaus (from left) 
Jordan Gibbs of Morton, Haley Harris « 
Decatur, Christopher Boose of Mortoe 
Megan Jones of Rose Hill, Amis. Maye 
Regan Melton of Philadelphia, Hastiry 
Westbrook of Little Rock, Casey Cons 
of Forest and Marcus Viverette of 
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Le | 
oro oie ae iie a ot is 
fop fen bOCC Heauties ~ These young ladies were named 
top too featiots in the angual bast Central Community 
College feaety pageant held recently on the Decatur campus. 
Mictored are Cheam tett) Jolla Tucker and Haley Harris, both 
of Decatur, Viegen Jones of Rose Hill, Kim Faucette of 
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| Carthage, Most Beautiful Viiaty Mayes of Newton, Rowan 


Melton of Philadelphia, Aly Burton of Decatur, Lydia 
Adkins of Union, and Sherrell trown and © aeey Cooper, 
both of Forest. (EC Photo) 
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secend place in the intramural flag football com- 
Comenamity College in Decatur. Team members 
eo secs leer Theenestown; Jeremy Jackson, Hickory; 
* “oer Pmiaseo 2 | Patrick Bass, Kemper: and 
| img from left) Todd Hayes, Mize; 
= Louwiewilie: LeDearry! Steele, Lashawn 

Stand Louisville; and (stand- 
= oMensive coordinator), 
Thomastown; Marcus 
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Sects as managers for the 2005-06 Warrior Wall O’ Sound 
Marching Band at East Central Community College in — ws 

lets er lege Little Rock; Ta Be bales and Cassidy 
a fee | ladelphia, and Hast mas Westbrook, Little 
) r of Bands. (EC Photo) 
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Newton 
County 
parts to 
the ‘Wall 
0’ Sound’ 


Newton County Members of the 

ECCC ‘Wall O° Sound’ .... 

These students from. the Newton 

County area are members of the 

2005-06 Warrior Wall O° Sound 

Marching Band at East Central 

Community College in Decatur. 

Pictured are (front row, from 

left) Morgan Milling and Ashley 

Rigdon, both of Union; Misty Mayes, Newton: Krisha Dickens, HicKoey: Aly 
Burton, Decatur; Clancy Cleveland and Lydia Adkins, both of Union; Kelsi Ables 
and Lauren McDonald, both of Decatur; Kristen Thompson, Union: and Paige 
Randolph, Newton; (second row, from left) Ashley Brooks, Newton; Madison 
Brantley, Heather Blackwell and Jessica Cager, all of Union; Keisha Temple and 
Shay Moncrief, both of Newton; Courtney Averett, Conehatta; Rachel McElhenney, 
Decatur; and Sally Jones, Chunky; (third row, from left) Jeremy Jackson, Hickory; 


Cheaquandrea Evans, Newton; Erin Copeland and Latasha Warren, both of Union: 
Denise Moore, Hickory: Nicole Pittman and Shauntavien Currie, both of Newton: 
Kim Cleveland, Union; Ashley May, Conehatta; and Traci Crabtree and Brittany 
Alexander, both of Little Rock; and (back row, from left) Jeremie Jordan, Newton; 
Kamarie Spivey, Union; Otavian Patrick, Newton; Luke Howell, Decatur; Drew 
Leach, Conehatta; Jonathan Walker, Hickory; and Chris Smith, Union. Tom 
Carson serves as ECCC Director of Bands. (FC Photo) 
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Local Students chosen as 2005-06 ECCC ‘Wall 0’ 
Sound’ Marching Band Drum Majors 

Serving as Drum Majors for the 2005-06 Warrior Wall O’ Sound Marching Band at 

East Central Community College in Decatur are (from left) freshman Lauren Estes of 


Forest, sophomore Danielle Boyd of Carthage (head drum major) and freshman 
Kimberly Bassett of Scott Central. Tom Carson serves as ECCC Director of Bands. 
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Neshoba County members of the ECCC ‘Wall O’ Sound’ 
[hese students from the Neshoba County area are members of the 2005-06 Warrior Wall O' Sound 
Varching Band at East Central Community College in Decatur. Pictured are (front row, from left) Skyler 
Steele, Deidra Yarbrough, Jana Sansing, Charleigh Alford, Rayteshia Payne, Hannah Luke, Jennifer Key 
and Shondae Sharp, all of Philadelphia; (second row, from left) Dacie Brantley, Chris White, John Lofton, 
Beth Richardson, Brook Winstead, Savannah Barksdale, Cassidy Byars, Corey Logan, Heath Manning, 
Joey Smith, Grant Morris, Jeannie Triplett and Deidre Tubby, all of Philadelphia; (third row, from left) 
Monica Chesney, Holly Williamson, Jenny Cumberland, Brian Sanderson, Daniel Thomas, Brett Latimer, 
Adam Lyon, Candius Hogan and Joshua Swindle, all of Philadelphia; and (back row, from left) Brent 
Cumberland, Doug Kelly, Gail Henderson, Grant McDaniel, William Long, Andrew McDaniel and Matt 
Jones, all of Philadelphia. Tom Carson serves as ECCC Director of Bands. (EC Photo) 
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EG "Wall O' Sante mem ae 

These Leake County students are mem- Carthage; (second row, from left) Mandi 
bers of the 2005-2006 Warrior Wall O’Sound King, Carthage; Courtney Johnson, Walnut 
Marching Band at East Central Community Grove; and Rodzland Cook, Keyahda 
College in Decatur. Pictured are (front row, Stokes, Perry Harris, Chris Kimbrough and 
from left) Nedrick Patrick and Maeganakia Hyman Stovall, all of Carthage; and (back 
Latiker, both of Carthage; Mykel Hoy, row, from left) Nicholas Comfort, Ben 
Edinburg; Danielle Boyd, Carthage; Ingram, Marcus Wise, Kevin Brown and 
Amanda Dowell, Edinburg; and Tiffany Pamela Luckett, all of Carthage. Tom 
Gilmore and Christina McKay, both of Carson serves as ECCC Director of Bands. 
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NEWTON COUNTY MEMBERS OF THE ECCC ‘WALL 0” SOUND’: These students si 
the Newton County area are members of the 2005-06 Warrior Wall O' Sound Marching 
Band at East Central Community College in Decatur. Front row, from left: Morgan Milling 
and Ashley Rigdon, both of Union; Misty Mayes, Newton; Krisha Dickens, Hickory; Aly Bur- 
ton, Decatur; Clancy Cleveland and Lydia Adkins, both of Union; Kelsi Ables and Lauren 
McDonald, both of Decatur; Kristen Thompson, Union; and Paige Randolph, Newton; Sec- 
ond row, from left: Ashley Brooks, Newton; Madison Brantley, Heather Blackwell and Jessi- 
ca Cager, all of Union; Keisha Temple and Shay Moncrief, both of Newton; Courtney 
Averett, Conehatta; Rachel McElhenney, Decatur; and Saliy Jones, Chunky; Third row, 
from left: Jeremy Jackson, Hickory; Cheaquandrea Evans, Newton; Erin Copeland and 
Latasha Warren, both of Union; Denise Moore, Hickory; Nicole Pittman and Shauntavien 
Currie, both of Newton; Kim Cleveland, Union; Ashley May, Conehatta; and Traci Crabtree 
and Brittany Alexander, both of Little Rock; and (Back row, from left: Jeremie Jordan, New- 
ton; Kamarie Spivey, Union; Otavian Patrick Newton; Luke Howell, Decatur; Drew Leach, 
Conehatta; Jonathan Walker, Hickory; basalt Smith, Union. Tom Carson Serves as 





ECCC Director of Bands. aoe 
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MEMBERS OF THE ECCC ‘WALL 0’ SOUND’ 


These § : students are bors of the 2005-06 Warrlor Wall 0’ Sound Marching Band at East Central Community College in Decatur. Pictured are (front row, from left) 
isan ey arb sen Ob Cooper, Forest; Casale Neal, Morton; Kimberly Bassett, Forest; Elizabeth Jackson, Lake; Lauren Estes, Forest; Sherrell Brown, Forest; ay 
Sharp, Sebastopol; and Gretchen Stubbs, Forest; (second row, from left) Aelena Patrick and Elizabeth Puckett, both of Forest; Brittany Mixon, Lake; David Almanza, Morton; 

Stephanie Spivey, Forest; Devon Clay, Lena; Kimberly Wilson, Forest; Essica Grant, Morton; and Brittany Reed, Heather Richardson and Kyle McCormick, all of Forest; and (back > 
row, from left) Danny Harrison, Forest; Kenya Singleton, Morton; Jeffery Mitchell, Jeremy Loper and Mollie Ciegio, all of Forest; Querida Brookings and Jennie Vance, both of Lake; >, 
Albertina Laster and Emmeral McLaurin, both of Forest; and Lee Dooley, Lake. Tom Carson serves as ECCC Director of Bands. 
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Key joins ECCC 
Warrior Corps 


_ Jennifer Key of 
Philadelphia was recently 
selected a member of the East 
Central Community College 
Warrior 
| Corps, a 
select 
group of 
students 
who assist 
| in recrult- 
ing and 
serve as 
hosts for 
various 


JenniferKey ©@™mpus 
. events. 





| 3 A gradu- 
ate of Neshoba Central High 
School, Key was an honor stu- 
dent and member of the student 
council. 

At East Central, the sopho- 
more pre-nursing major is a 
member of the ECCC Diamond 
Girls and Centralettes. 

She is the daughter of David 
and Jenny Key of Philadelphia. 
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Barney joins ECCC Warrior 
Corps as a recruiter 


Kathryn Barney of 
Sebastopol was recently select- 
ed a member of the East 
Central Community College 
Warrior Corps,a 
select group of 
students who 
assist in recruit- 
ing and serve as 
hosts for various 
campus events. 

An honor grad- | 
uate of 
Sebastopol High 
School, Barney 
served as class 
president, vice 
president of the National 


Bamey 


Honor Society and secretary of. 


the Beta Club. She was also 
named Jolliest Junior and 
Friendliest during Who’s Who 
elections. 

At East Central, the sopho- 
more physical therapy major is 
a member of Students Against 
Destructive Decisions, Sigma 
Sigma Mu Tau and the 
Centralettes. 

She is the daughter of 
Charles and Sara Brown and 
Doug Barney. 
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Slay Joins ECCC 
Warrior Corps 


Megan Slay of Forest was 
recently selected 
a member of the 
East Central 
Community | 
College Warrior 
Corps, a_ select 
group of  stu- 
dents who assist 
in recruiting and 
serve as hosts for | 
various campus ©= 
events. 

An honor grad- 
uate of East Rankin Academy, 


‘Student 
Against 





Slay was a member of the ACT 

Academic Team 
At East Central, the sopho- 
more physical therapy major is 
a member of the East Central 
Environmental Club, _Baptist 
Union, | _ stu 7 


and Phi Theta Kappa, the iia 
national honor society of the 
two-year college, 

She is the daughter of 
Mervyn and Celeste Slay of 
Forest. 
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Walker J oins 
ECCC Warrior 
Corps 


Tavarius Walker of Morton 
was recently selected a member of the 
East Central Community College 
Warrior Corps, a select group of 
students who assist in recruiting and 
serve as hosts for various campus 
events. 

A graduate of Morton High 
School, Walker was a member of the 
Beta Club, Student Council and 


Students Against Destructive 
Decisions. 
At. East Central the 


freshman pre-veterinary major serves 
as a Warrior cheerleader, is a member 
of the Baptist Student Union, 
Students Against Destructive 
Decisions and Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, 

He is the son of Kevin and 
Tiffiney Walker of Morton, 
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Warnsley Joins 
ECCC Warrior 
Corps 


Victor Charles Warnsley II 
of Morton was recently selected a 
member of the East Central 
Community College Warrior Corps, 
a select group of students who assist 
in recruiting and serve as hosts for 
various Campus vents. 

An honor graduate of 
Morton High School, Warnsley 
served as student body president and 
was chosen Most Likely to Succeed. 
He served as 
president: of Students Against 
Destructive Decisions and secretary 
for Future Business Leaders of 
America. He was also selected a class 
favorite. 

At East Centraf, the 
freshman business administration 
major is a member of Students 
Against Destructive Decisions, 
Students in Free Enterprise and was 
a volunteer for Hurricane Relief 
Efforts. 

He is the son of Helen 
Johnson and Victor C. Warnsley, Sr. 
of Morton. 
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Amis, Maggie 
McDill, Rachel McElhen- 
ney and Kelsi Ables, all of 
Decatur; Traci Crabtree 
and Krista Chaney of Lit- 
tle and Askley May of 
Conehatta were recently 
_ named as members of the 
East Central Community 
College Warrior Corps, a 
select group of students 
who assist in recruiting 
eee as s hosts tog vari- 







Sounty eo School, 

served as president of Mu 
np Theta and Vivace’ 

show choir, He also 
received various football 
awards including _ first 
team All-State, Most Valu- 
able Player, captain award 
‘and Best Offensive Back in 
class 5-3A. 


_ At East Central, vei 
freshman liberal 

| major is a member of the 

_ Warrior football team and 
was recently named hon- 
orable mention All-State. 
He is also a member of the 

_ golf team and the Colle- 
gians rock-n-roll band. 

_ He is the son of Cheryl 

and SCORES Amis of 


Maggie McDill a sti 
ate of shtabe. County 





“dent fed homecoming | 
ueen, She was a member 
e Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes and 

LAKE MESS was named to the WTOK 











| -Sc ti Sport 

SectT Col a holastic ports 

— At East Central, the 

UNION APF reshman biology major is 

nber of the Lady 

WINSTON (warrior soccer team, 
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dents Against Destructive 
Decisions and serves as 
freshman class president.’ 

McDill is the daughter of 
Randy McDill and Elien. 
Upton of Decatur. 

Rachel McElhenney a 
graduate of Newton Coun- 
ty Academy, McElhenney 
was salutatorian, presi- 
dent of the Honor Society 
and received various aca- 
demic awards. 

At East Central, the 
freshman business admin- 
istration major is a mem- 
ber of the concert choir 
and the Centralettes. 

She is the daughter of 
Darrell McElhenney and 
Rebecca McElhenney of 
Decatur. 

Krista Chaney a gradu- 
ate of Newton County 
Academy, Chaney received 
the Citizenship award, 
arts DAR award and Sylvia 
Loper Memorial Award. 

At East Central, the 
freshman elementary edu- 
cation major is a member 
of the Student Education 
Association. 

Chaney is the daughter 
of Woody and JoAnn 
Chaney of Little Rock. 

Ashley May a graduate 
of Newton County High 
School, sl was a mem- 





Occupation Students of 
America. She received 
various academic awards 
and was selected a class 
favorite 
homecoming maid. 

At East Central the 
freshman pre-nursing 


the ECCC Warrior Wall 0’ 
Sound Marching Band and 


County students join 
ECCC’s Warrior Corps 


‘She is the 
daughter of | 
Jeff and Ea 
Teresa May 
of Conehat- 
‘ta. 

Traci Crabtree a gradu- 
ate of Newton County 
High School, Crabtree was 
a member of the Cougar 
Marching Band, chorus, 
Vivace’ show choir, the 
student council and the 
Beta club. She was also 
selected for Who’s Who 
Among American High 
School Students. 

At East Central the 
freshman  pre-nursing 
major and is a member of 
the ECCC Warrior Wall O” 
Sound Marching Band. 

She is the daughter of 
Jack and Marie Crabtree 
of Little Rock. 

Kelsi Ables a graduate of 
Newton County Academy, 
Ables was a member of 
the National Honor Soci- 
ety and secretary of Fel- 
lowship of Christian Ath- 
letes. She served as senior 
class secretary and was 
voted Most School Spirit 
and Most Talented in 
Who’s Who elections. In 
addition, she received the 
2005 Newton County Spirit 
of ae LE award an 








class presi- ae Band, and Health Rai Gacestet tried frip: 


ient. 

At East Central, the 
freshman nursing major is 
a member. of the Cen- 


and freshman traletit 





geReid abileae salted 
a freshman Homecoming » 
major and is a member of maid. 


She is the daughter of 
Zolanda Ables and 


18 rleading squad, Stu- the Baptist Student Union. Ables of Decatur. — 
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In women’s doubles, Cas- 
sell/Henderson defeated 
Cleveland/McMillan 8-3. 
rth pts _ defeated 
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ECCC Warrior Tennis Team 
Members of the East Central Community College Warrior tennis team 
for 2005 include (from left) Phillip Savell of Philadelphia, David Dennis 
of Collierville, TN; Zac Richardson of Louisville. Kyle Gordon of 
Morton and Roberto Orellana of Forest. Brad Hodge serves as coach. 
(EC Photo) 
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ECCC Lady Warrior Tennis Team 
Members of the 2005 East Central Community College women’s tennis team are, 
seated left, Valerie Gibbs of Newton, and Jess Davis, Ronda Stroud and Anna 
Price, all of Louisville. Standing are Courtney Partridge of Louisville, Clancy 
Cleveland of Union, and Shonda Blaylock and Amanda McMillan, both of 
Newton. Brad Hodge serves as coach. (ECCC Photo) 
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‘Shonda Blaylock of Newton, who 





ECCC PHOTO 


ly completed her 


freshman season as @ member ofthe East Cental Communi- 





7ed at the annu- 


ty College women’s tennis team, was recogn 
a Spring Sports Banquet for finishing firrertp in singles at 
‘State competition. Brad Hodge served as tennis coach. 
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~ECCC Lady Warriors, 
Warriors fall to Co-Lin 


South Division competi- 
tion began on a disappointing note 
for the East Central Community 
College women and men’s basket- 
ball teams who were swept by visit- 
ing Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College Monday night in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
Building. 

The Lady Warriors - the 
defending division, MACJC and 
Region 23 champions- were 
outscored 66-61 and the Warriors 
were edged 76-73. 

Kristin Chaney, a sopho- 
more product of Newton County 
High School, led the 24th-ranked 
Lady Warriors with 17 points. Also 
scoring for EC. which fell to 8-4 and 
0-1, were Kim Cox of Lake, 13; 
Tierra Young of South Leake, 11; 
India Backstrom. of Neshoba 
Central, eight; Shannon Lloyd of 
West Lauderdale, six; Sara Judice of 
Teurlings Catholic High School in 
Lafayette, La. four; and 
LaShaundra Harrison of Union, 
two. 

Gloria Lewis of Natchez 
had 17 points to lead the Lady 
Wolves who improved to 8-4 and 1- 
0. 

Co-Lin held a 35-30 
advantage at the break. 

In men’s action, sopho- 
more Andrew Lewis’ three-point 
attempt to tie the contest in the 
game’s final seconds bounced off 
the rim and the Warrior rally fell 


APPE short , as Co-Lin came away with 


the narrow victory. , 
Lewis, a former standout at 


Garnck Nichols of Thomastown, 
ll; Ricardo Alcantar of Newton 
County, nine; Pierre Barlow of Scott 
Central. Andre Coleman of 
Louisville, Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central and Coshune 
Bingham of Newton, six each; Ryan 
Rodgers of Tri Cities (Ga.) and 
Chavlon Ellis of South Leake, four 
each: Terrance McNichols of 
Gautier, two; and Justin Harris of 
Southside (Ga.), one. 

Ledell Eackles of Baton 
Rouge pumped in 25 points to lead 
Co-Lin, which improved to 7-5 and 
1-0. 

Co-Lin led 35-25 at half- 
time. 

East Central teams travel to 
Gulf Coast Thursday night and will 
again be on the road Monday night 
for a matchup with Jones County. 
The Jones County contest as well as 
the remaining Monday night games 
can be heard on KICKS 98 (98.3 
FM) with veteran broadcaster 
Melvin Wooten calling the action. 

Shannon Lloyd and Tierra 
Young each pumped in 18 points to 
lead the East Central Community 
College women to a 71-56 thumping 
of Itawamba Community College 
Thursday night on the Fulton cam- 


24th in the latest NJCAA poll, 
improved to 8-3 following its first 
win in 2005 while the Lady Indians 
slipped to 8-3. 

EC scorers in addition to 
Lloyd, a West Lauderdale product, 
andYoung, who hails from South 


Backstrom of Neshoba Central and 
Sara Judice of Teurlings Catholic 
High School, Lafayette, La., four 
each; Heather Steele of Nanih 
Watya, Aja Loveless of Newton and 
Erica Hardin of Louisville, two 


each; and Kim Cox of Lake, one. 


The Lady Warriors held a 
36-25 advantage at the break. 


In men's action, East 


Central fell 75-70 to the host 


Indians. 
The Warriors, who dropped 


to 3-8, were led by Morton product 


Andrew Lewis and Andre Coleman 
of Louisville who had 13 points 
apiece. 

Other point makers were 
Garrick Nichols of Thomastown and 
Jacquas Jones of Forest, 10 each; 
Ryan Rodgers of Tri Cities High 
School in Atlanta, six; Terrance 
McNichols of Gautier and Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville, five each; 
Coshune Bingham of Newton, four; 
and Justin Harris of Southside HS 
(Atlanta) and Chavion Ellis of South 
Leake, two each. 

Itawamba, which improved 
to 9-3, held a slim 41-40 advantage 
at halftime. 

ECCC teams host Copiah- 
Lincoln Community College squads 
Monday night to begin South 

Division action. Tip-off 
times are 6 p.m. for the women's 


contest with men's action scheduled 


to begin at 8 p.m. 

Monday's games as well as 
the remaining Monday night con- 
tests will be broadcast on KICKS 98 
(98.3 FM) featuring veteran broad- 
caster Melvin Wooten. 
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Leake, were Kristin Chaney of 
Newton County, 12; Kotreect 
Bender of Newton, six; India 
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Young paces EC 
in win over ICC 


) Warriors fall to 
3-8 with 75-70 
defeat 
Young each pumped in 18 
points to lead the East Central 
| College women to 

a 71-56 thumping of Itawamba 
Community College Thursday 
night on the Fulton campus. 

The Lady Warriors, ranked 
24th in the latest NJCAA poll, 
improved to 8-3 following its 
first win in 2005 while the 
Lady Indians slipped to 8-3. 

EC scorers in addition to 
Lloyd, a West Lauderdale 
product, and Young, who hails 
from South Leake. were 
Kristin Chaney of Newton 
County, 12; Kotreece Bender of 
Newton, six; India Backstrom 
of Neshoba Central and Sara 
Judice of Teurlings Catholic 
High School, Lafayette, La., 
four each; Heather Steele of 
Nanih Waiya,Aja Loveless of 
Newton and Erica Hardin of 
Louisville, two each; and Kim 
Cox of Lake, one. 

The Lady Warriors held a 





36-25 advantage at the break. 

In men's action, East Cen- 
tral fell 75-70 to the host Indi- 

The Warriors, who dropped 
to 3-8, were led by Morton 
product Andrew Lewis and 
Andre Coleman of Louisville 
who had 13 points apiece. 

Other point makers were 
Garrick Nichols of Thomas- 
town and Jacquas Jones of 
Forest, 10 each; Ryan Rodgers 
of Tri Cities High School in 
Atlanta, six; Terrance McNi- 
chols of Gautier and Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville, five each; 
Coshune Bingham of Newton, 
four; and Justin Harris of 
Southside HS (Atlanta) and 
Chavlon Ellis of South Leake, 
two each. 

Itawamba, which improved 
to 9-3, held a slim 41-40 
advantage at halftime. 

ECCC teams host Copiah- 
Lincoln Community College 
squads Monday night to begin 
South Division action. 

Tip-off times are 6 p.m. for 
the women's contest with 
men's action scheduled to 
begin at 8 p.m. 
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Jones 
pounds 
ECCC 


By Shawn Wansley 
special to The Star 

ELLISVILLE — Sandra Sumrall 
could not find tee much fault in the 
performance of her Jones Junior 
College Lady Bobcats on Monday 
night against East Central Commu- 
nity College. 

“| thought our freshmen did a 
good job, our post play was good 
and Brittany Martin came in and hit 
some big 3-pointers,” she said after 
watching Jones post an 87-70 South 
Division. victory. “I thought 
rebounding was a key, and we 
missed just one free throw. 

“East Central has a good team, 
but tonight, we just came to play 
ball.” 

In the men’s contest, East Central 
broke away from a 70-point tie with 
just over eight minutes to play, 
outscored the Bobcats 20-10, and 
posted its first division victory with 
a 90-80 win. 

Both teams continue league play 
Thursday. 

Jones visits Gulf Coast, while 
East Central hosts Hinds. 


Jones (women) 87 
East Central 70 
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| IN TRAFFIC 
SPIRIT OF MORTON —— East Central Community Colfege’s Kristin Cheney hits.a jump shot in 


ECCC's game against Jones Junior College on Monday night. Cheney led 
the Lady Warriors with 24 points in their 87-70 loss to the Lady Bobcats in 
Ellisville. 
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: si | seagy lead, 








e eben ‘swapp a gene four 
more times in the half before Jones 
went up 34-32 at intermission. 
Martin, a Bay Springs graduate, 
then took over for Jones. With the 
Lady Bobcats leading 44-40 with 
15:17 left, Martin canned three 3- 
pointers in. less than three minutes. 
Her final trey gave Jones a 55-45 
lead with 12:15 remaining..._—— 


“61 with 4: when... 
| Cheney scored, but that was as 
“close as the Lady Warriors got. 

free throws down the 
nishing the game going 
D6-for-27 from the foul line. 

Wayne County product Natalie 
Jordan led five Jones players in 
double figures with 22 points, Brit- 
tany Baham added 17, Martin had 
16, Quitman graduate Shalanda 
Carter had 12 and Bridgett Lock- 
hart added 10. Carter posted a 
double-double, pulling down 10 
rebounds. 

Jones improves to 11-4 overall, 3- 
0 in the division. 

Cheney paced East Central with 
24 points. Katreece Bender added 
12; and Shannon Lloyd added 11. 

A Lady Warriors are now 8-6, 


East Central (men) 90 
Jones 80 

East Central coach Billy Smith 
was pleased with his team's first 
division win. 

“We hit a lot of free throws at the 
end, and | thought that was the dif- 
ference,” he'said. “This was our first _ 
road win in conference and that’s 
always big. I was just proud of the 








East Central got as a close as 68- 7 
{ with 4:46 lett : 


effort our ur guys gave. I thought we 


played har 

On the rob hand, Jones édacdi 
Robert McInnis was not happy with 
the way the Bobcats responded to a 


92-87 overtime loss at home against 


Hinds last week. 


“I'm very disappointed,” he said. 


“Il don’t know what caused us to 


léft'when Duran Bekford ma ea 
free throw. | AA. ey 


The Warriors ciaysles polbrtandd 
took a 70-68 lead with 8:59 left when 


Jacques : 
Brownie the then tied it at the 8:28 


Hw? 


‘ina dunk. | 





that ® when Bast are went ~ 


come out and play so lackadaisical ‘oler 


that caused us not to get loose balls. 


1 don't understand a lot of things a 


about basketball. 





| thought our players, individu- | + 
ally and one-on-one, were AY. iter va 


players, But the way they (East 





tral) came out and chased the ball 


and outhustled us, obviously they 

came out witha better team.” _ 

- East Central led for most of the 

first half, but the Bobcats took a 42- 
41 halftime lead on a 3-pointer by 


ae 
= 





“a —— a 
Stanley Brownlee with ay seconds: “25. points. , 


The Bobcats: took ete latecet 
lead of siriguaciai at 61-55 with 1 


ibe, le erabbine 10 hema 


iS = | [oes 
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EC Lady Warriors Snap 


Losing Streak With Win 


_ SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR - A three-game los- 
ing skid came to an end for the 
East Central Community College 
Lady Warriors who cruised to an 
84-47 thumping of Hinds 
Community College Thursday. 

The easy victory also provided 
the East Central women with 
their first South Division win in 
four tries. The Lady Warriors 
improved to 94 overall while the 
Lady Bulldogs fell to 3-11 and 0+. 

Tierra Young led the Lady 
Warriors in scoring with 14 
points. Also scoring were 
Shannon Lloyd, Kristin Chaney 
and Aja Loveless, eight each; 
LaSaundra Harrison, Kim Cox of 
Lake and Kotreece Bender, seven 
each; Sara Judice and India 
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Backstrom, six each; Dominetrix 
Hunter, four; Heather Steele and 
Roxanna Rogers of Lake, three 
each; and Ashley Flint, one. 

In the men’s contest, East 
Central was outscored 90-76 by 
the Eagles who remain undefeat- 
ed in division play. With the loss, 
EC dropped to 4-11 overall and 1-3 
in division play. 

Warrior point makers were 
Andrew Lewis of Morton and 
Tawon Walker, 16 each; Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville, nine; 
Garrick Nichols, eight; Pierre 
Barlow of Scott Central, seven; 


Coleman, Jacques Jones. of 


Forest, ratty Ellis and eatin 
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CUTTING THROUGH 


East Central Community College’s Kristin Chaney, middle, tries to work her way through Meridian Community 
Collge’s defenders, as the Lady Eagles’ Karmethia Mazique, right, takes a swat at the ball. 


ECCC sweeps MCC 

















By Marty Stamper coach Brad Hodge. “You have to give credit to them for AT 
staff writer the position they were in. Definitely, this was a good 
Led by 6-foot-2 center Shannon Lloyd’s 20 points and. 9M€-" — CS — 
3 rebounds, the East Central Community College Lady The Lady Warriors came out hot, taking a 14-1 lead in 
Werrioes whisped MACIC South Dia. the first three minutes and eight seconds. In the out- 
soc weber Were (ccm Co baat, ireal shmar Trerra Young hit two 3-pointers and had 
ee St ewe tape. mame of CAR 5 poets. . eS 
= +s a ee eee are = samc Sox + SS 
—_—-— Pa —— s cant Vers ¥ came out on 






= , _—— a = IOC began Coawoliine The boakBe TATE Chek 
' SRP GR pole Sari taf fis onc you'd Ee within 25-19 with 7:34 left in the half. A’7-O run pulled the 








_From Page Bi 


| iD hove 
La Ragles:to within 27-26 
with 4:12 to go in the half. 
~ECCC took a 38-37 lead i into. 
halftime. mee) afi ii pol 
_ Kristin Chaney éantinued 
the outside shooting. when ae 


onds into the sneand halt A A 
trey by Young put the Lady 
Warriors up 44-37 
play, and MCC faced an gill 
battle the rest of the nal ; 

aa a s d to 








fie Bouya Oat Lloha 
a West Dancer dale graduate 


ook over, scorin, ea of the ” from Chan 
fartiors' six bi skets in'a ‘Backst gts and ‘eight points 


123 run t 










“India Backstrom, 

picked ip two ce 

‘game's first 33 seconds and sat 
of the first Pe pein 


es acnnenaenotlt y Ar aS. to’ hi v2.08 idy i. as 


with 18:29to 








1 EERE Linen tb 


7 a " . 3 ? tyes MG 
- Shannon (Lloyd) 
was a big spark in 


= ballgame. Obviously, 


ae 


she had a little more to 
¥! for with t. this 


| Being her backya 
: RI i A 
| Brad Hodge 
frit avi? 1D petnty: seven 
rebounds’ and six assists from 


‘by Cox, 11 points from Kotreece 


Bender, nine points, seven 
rebou ds and eight assists 
_ nine points from 





4 4 siert fi Boe gor 16 points from 


ivgins, 12 from: a glas, nine 






*h from Karmethia Maziq 
aon Shunda Starks ane ‘e 
from vec Wade, 


Cw Miler 


; 1 
, 90 
ry vtec i 







goals. Of her 13 rebounds, six. the bottom. two teams in the the 


were on atBe offensive end. 





jy 


ya 2, 


ier t from 


is 
ro * to within 660 oo 


bask 
78 Toit, bub EC's Sara 


Judice aol ah on a spin Se 


Kim, Cox.converted a steal 
io a ae to put the Lady 


War see sea rt with 4:12 Poshavig: 


1ieepeiade all six of her free 


throws over the final six and a 


half minutes to enable ECCC 


to finish 11-0f-20 at the lines bart 
ECOU, also got. 1 renprs 








Tsou Division: aap ene 


felitoDand 3.14 


n Wwe 155 lead. “The. 
defi- up 43:38 
rom M 





| pina Lott 24 pons from 












Ls at WE 
iruck early, ‘taking a 
Varriors were 


_ ECCC struc 





CC led by as much. 
phinte, in the ‘second half and 
siege ee 87-86, lead on a 3- 
ter by J ordan Payne, with 
1:09 to.play, if] bit / 

After & Weirionitammoned 
“ECCC’ $ eet MeNichols 
came up with a loose ball and 
was fouled with 14.7 seconds 
left. He canned. both free shots 


to ae the Warriors up 88-87. 
| Garrick Nichol 


chols picked off 
a Eagle inbounds pass with six 
seconds left and scored on a 
breakaway with 0.6 seconds 


bfame- ug 
missed a 


‘heave from just ts A ae 
as the final horn sounded. 


ECCC got 17 points from 
Ryan Hudson, 11 from McNi- 


- chols, 10 from Chavion Ellis, 
nine from Ricardo Alcantar and 


eight from Andrew Lewis. 





Stanley Wieder and Rashard 


Th. a eS 


EC Lady Warriors sna 





WEEK OF JON 2 | 
losing streak 


by trouncing Hinds 84-47 


A three-game.losing skid 
came to an end for the East Central 
Community College Lady Warriors 
who cruised to an 84-47 thumping 
of Hinds Community ~~ College 
Thursday night in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education Building 
on the Decatur campus. 

The easy victory also pro- 
vided the East Central women with 
their first South Division win in four 
tries. The Lady Warriors improved 
to 9-6 overall while the Lady 
Bulldogs fell to 3-11 and 0-4. 

Tierra Young of South 
Leake led the Lady Warriors in scor- 
ing, with 14 points, Also scoring 
were Shannon Lloyd of West 
Lauderdale,..Kristin, Chaney of 
Newton County ahd Aja Loveless of 
Newton, eight each; LaSaundra 


Harrison of Union, Kim Cox of 
Lake and Kotreece Bender. of 





Teurlings Catholic (Lafayette, La.) 
and India Backstrom of Neshoba 


Central, six each; Dominetrix: 
four; ° 


Hunter of Philadelphia, 
Heather Steele of Nanih Waiya and 
Roxanna Rogers of Lake, three 
each; and Ashley Flint of Choctaw 
Central, one. 

LaShawnda Pryor of 
Ferriday, La., led Hinds with 11 
points. 

_ EC held a 46-28 advantage 
at halftime. 

In the men’s contest, East 
Central was outscored 90-76 by the 
Eagles who remain undefeated in 
division play. 

With the loss, EC dropped 

APPE to 4-11 overall and 1-3 in division 
play, while Hinds improved to 9-5 


LAKE and 4-0. 
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Warrior point makers were — 
Young of South : 


‘to, a8. 77-58 


Tawon W alker of Neshoba Central, 


16,each; Ryan Hudson of Louisville, . 


nine, Garrick Nichols of 
Thomastown, eight; Pierre Barlow 
of ~Scott~ Central, seven; Ryan 
Rodgers of Tri Cities High School, 
Atlanta; Ga., six; Ricardo Alcantar 
of Newton County, five; Andre 
Coleman of Louisville, Jacques 
Jones of Forest, Chavlon Ellis of 
South Leake and Justin Harris, 
a product of Southside High School 
in Atlanta, two each; and Coshune 
Bingham of Newton, one. 

Kiki Christmas of Jackson 
pumped in 26 points to lead Hinds. 

The Bulldogs led 39-30. at 
the break. 

ECCC hosts. Southwest 
Mississippi Community College 
Monday night and travels to 
Meridian Community College on 
Thursday, January 27. 

The Lady Warriors of East 
Central Community College cruised 
win over visiting 
Southwest Mississippi Community 


College Monday night, but the 
Warriors were not as fortunate in 


their matchup as they were edged 
56-55 to the Southwest men. 

India Backstrom of 
Neshoba Central had 11 points to 
lead the Lady Warriors who 
improved to 10-6 overall and 2-3 in 
South Division action. 

Other point makers were 
Shannon Lloyd of West Lauderdale 
and Kristin Chaney of Newton 
County, 10 each; Kim Cox of Lake 
and Sara Judice, a product of 
Teurlings Catholic High School in 
Lafayette, La., nine each: Kotreece 
Bender of Newton, eight; Aja 


Loveless of Newton, seven; Heather _ 





Roxana Rogers of Lake, one. 

Michelle Cochran of 
Chatawa had 14 points to lead the 
Lady Bears, who slipped to 2-11 and 
0-5. 

East Central held a slim 
32-30 advantage at halftime. 

In the men's contest, the 
Warriors dropped another close con- 
test after Ryan Hudson's potential 
game-winning lay-in would not fall 
as time was expiring and Southwest 
held on for the one-point victory. 

East Central, which 
dropped to 4-12 and 1-4, has lost 
three division contests by a com- 
bined nine points (Co-Lin, 76-73; 
Gulf Coast, 84-79; and Southwest, 
56-55). -. 

Tawon Walker of Neshoba 
Central was the leading scorer for 
EC against Southwest, as he 
pumped in 13 points. Also scoring 
drew Lewis of Morton, 1}: 
Hudson, a product of Louisville 
High School, nine; Terrance 
MeNichols of Gautier and Coshune 
Bingham of Newton, six each: 
Ricardo Alcantar of Newton County, 
five; Andre Coleman of Louisville 
and Garrick Nichols of 
Thomastown, two each; and Ryan 
Rodgers, a product of Tri Cities 
High School eee ee 


pumped in 16 po ‘the Bear 
who iempcoved ta 8-5 and 2-3, 
EC led 31-24 at the break. 

The Lady Warriors and~ Warriors 
travel to Meridian Community 
College Thursday night and host 
Pearl! River Community College 
Monday night. The ECCC/PRCC 
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Michelle Cochran of 
Chatawa had 14 points to 
lead the Lady Bears, who 
slipped to 2-11 and 0-5. 

East Central held a slim 
32-30 advantage at halftime. 


Southwest (M) 56, ECCC 55 

In the men's contest, the 
Warriors dropped another 
close contest after Ryan 
Hudson’s potential game- 
winning lay-in would not 
fall as time was expiring 
and Southwest held on for 


ATSO (THE NI NEWTON: RECORD 


APPEARE the one-point victory. 
East Central, which 
« dropped to 4-12 and 1-4, has 
LAKE MES lost three division contests 
by a combined nine points 
SCOTT CC (Co-Lin, 76-73; Gulf Coast, 
84-79: and southwest, 56-55). 
UNION AP Tawon Walker of Nesho- 
WINSTON ba Central was the leading 
scorer for EC against South- 
SPIRIT OF west, as he pumped in 13 
points. Also scoring were 
IMPACT _ AGAsea Lewis of Morton, 








woavT7 


sion action. 








11; Hudson, a product of 


Louisville High School, 
nine; Terrance MecNichols 
of Gautier and Coshune 
Bingham of Newton, six 
each. 

Devin Jones of Vicksburg 
pumped in 16 points for the 
Bears, who improved to 8-5 
and 2-3. EC led 31-24 at the 
break. 


ECCC (W) 84, Hinds 47 

A three-game losing skid 
came to an end for the East 
Central Community Col- 
lege Lady Warriors who 
cruised to an 84-47 thump- 
ing of Hinds Community 
College Thursday night on 
the Decatur campus. 

The easy victory also pro- 
vided the East Central 
women with their first 
South Division win in four 
tries. The Lady Warriors 
improved to 9-6 overall 
while the Lady Bulldogs fell 
to 3-11 and 0-4. 

Tierra Young of South 
Leake led the, Lady War- 
riors in scoring with 14 
points. Also scoring were 


Special to The Record 

The Lady Warriors of East Cen- 
tral Community College cruised 
/-58 Win over visiting South- 
west Mississippi Community Col- 
lege Monday night, but the War- 
riors were not as fortunate in 
their matchup as they were edged 
96-55 by the Southwest men. 

India Backstrom of Neshoba 

Central had 11 points to lead the 
Lady Warriors who improved to 
10-6 overall and 2-3 in South Divi- 


Uther point makers were Shan- 
non Lloyd of West Lauderdale 
and Kristin Chaney of Newton 
Counity, 10each; Kim Cox of Lake 


— 


a — = 


Lady Warriors back on tra 
South Division with pair of 1 


@ Lady Warriors now stand 
at 10-6 on season while 
Warriors fall to 4-12. 







Upcoming 
@ The Lady Warriors enw 
travel to Meridian Come 
lege Thursday nicht and 
River Community Callies 
night. The ECCC/PROD= 
be heard on KICKS 38 5 
featuring veteran broadiems 
Melvin Wooten, 


and Sara. Judice, a geulimet of 
Teurlings Catholie His See in 
Lafayette, . La., mize ech: 


Kotreece Bender Seton, 
eight; Aja Loveless of Wieeton., 
seven; Heather bicels @ SMenih 
Waiva and Tierra Younes #® Seath 
Leake, six each: ame ana 


kogers of Lake one. 


2 


Ser ECCEe — 


Shannon Lloyd of West 
Lauderdale, Kristin Chaney 
of Newton County and Aja 
Loveless of Newton, eight 
each; LaSaundra Harrison 
of Union, Kim Cox of Lake 
and Kotreece Bender of 
Newton, seven each. 

EC held a 46-28 advantage 
at halftime. 


Hinds (M) 90, ECCC 76 

In the men’s contest, East 
Central was outscored 90-76 
by the Eagles who remain 
undefeated in division play. 

With the loss, EC dropped 
to 4-11 overall and 1-3 in 
division play, while Hinds 
improved to 9-5 and 4-0. 


Warrior point makers 
were Andrew Lewis of Mor- 
ton and Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central, 16 each; 
Ryan Hudson of Louisville, _ 
nine; Garrick Nichols of 
Thomastown, eight; Pierre 
Barlow of Scott Central, 
seven. . 

Kiki Christmas of Jack- 


son pumped in 26 points to —— 


lead Hinds, The Bulldogs 
led 39-30 at the break. 





WEEK OF Jan ay __ 
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Cameron Boone, 18 months, daughter of East Central Community College assistant football coach Chris Boone, is 
shown with her mother, Coco, at Thursday night's East Central-Hinds basketball game. 
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st Warriors win fourth 
raight division contest 


stra The Recorid a 
East Central Community 
College's Lady Warriors 
won their fourth consecu- 
tive south Division 
matchup Monday night by | 
downing the Pearl River (a 
Community College women: { 
64-51 in the Brackeen-Wood | 
Physical Education: Build- 
ing on the Decatur campus, 
With the win, the East 
Central women improved to 
4-3 in league play and 12-6 
overall. After losing their 
first three division battles, 
the defending region/state 
champion Lady Warriors 
are back in the playoff hunt 
behind Gulf Coast (6-1), 
Copiah-Lincoln (5-2), Merid- — 
ian (5-2) and Jones (5-2). The 
top four teams in éach divi 
sion qualify for the state 
tournament. Pa | 
Kim Cox of Lake was the 
leading scorer for EC against 
Pearl River, as she pumped 
in 14 points. Also scoring 
were Kotreece Bender of 
Newton, 12: Kristin Chaney 
of Newton County, 11; Shan- 
non Lloyd of West Laud- | 
erdale and India Backstrom f 
of Neshoba Central, nine [ 
each; Sara Judice, a product [* 
of Teurlings Catholic High } = 
School, Lafayette, La., four: 7 
Tierra Young of South . 
Leake, three: and Heather 7” 
Steele of Nanih Waiva, two. | 
East Central held a 39-23 
advantage at the break. 
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EC point makers waren 


, 


rance McNichols of Gautier 


“lton Robina of Hat- 
tiesburg pumped in 36 
points to lead ‘River, 
which improve: 
4-3. | > gly grt 
The Wildcats led 37-26 at 
ECCC teams will be on the 
road this Thursday to fake 
on Copiah-Lincoln C uw 
nity College in Wesson: The 
Lady Warriors and War- 
riors host Gulf Coast Mon- 








The Warriors held a 43-38 
advantage at the break. 
- eae 
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-ECCC Lady Warriors, 


Warriors defeat MCC squads 


East Central Community 
College's Lady Warriors won their 
third-straight division contest in 
grand style Thursday night as they 
upset home standing Meridian 
Community College 85-67 and 
handed the Lady Eagles their first 
loss in league competition. The 
Warriors were also victorious over 
the MCC men, as they held on for a 
90-87 victory. 

Shannon Lloyd, a product 
of West Lauderdale High School, 


pumped in 20 points had 13° 


rebounds to lead the Lady Warriors 
who improved to 11-6 overall and 3- 


Central. nine each; Sara Judice, a 
product of Teurlings Catholic High 
School in Lafayette, La., eight; and 
LaSaundra Harrison of Union, two. 
JJ. Huggins had 16 to lead MCC, 
which fell to 13-4 and 5-1. 
East Central led 38-37 at halftime. 
Ryan Hudson of Louisville had 13 
points to lead the Warrnors who 
improved to 5-12 and 2-4. 


Other point makers were Garrick 


Nichols of Thomastown. and 
Terrance: MeNichols of Gautier, 11 
ack ‘Chavion Ellis of South Leake, 

eardo Alcantar of Newton 
County. nine; Andrew Lewis of 





Ryan Rodgers, a product of Tri 
Cities High School in Atlanta, Ga., 
two. i 

Jordan Payne had 24 points 
to lead MCC, which fell to 3-14 and 
0-6, 

The Warriors held a 43-38 
advantage at the break. 

In games scheduled this 
week, ECCC teams host Pearl River 
Community College on Monday, 
January 31 and travel to Copiah- 
Lincoln Community College 
Thursday, February 3. The Lady 
Warriors and Warriors entertain 
Gulf Coast on Monday, February 7. 

















3 in league play. Also scoring were Morton, eight; Andre Coleman of Monday night contests can 

Tierra Young of South Leake, 14; | Louisville. seven; Tawon Walker of be heard on KICKS 98 (98.3 FM) 
' Kim Cox of Lake, 12; Kotreece Neshoba-Central, six; Pierre Barlow featuring veteran broadcaster 

Bender of Newton, 11; Kristin of Seott Central and Coshune Melvin Wooten. 

Chaney of Newton County and Bingham of Newton, five each; 

India Backstrom of Neshoba Jacquas Jones of Forest, three; and 
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By Marty Stamper 

staff writer 
jones Junior College claimed a 
sath Division victories at East 
lege Thursday night with 
71-53 and the Bobcats 


SY : Tags 


ween etitered the night tied with 
irvision and main- 
. pf the i with the win. 

ames mGussowed to itt owe: ail and 2 in the 
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+foot-11 


to come here and beat East Cos. 
said Tones head coach Sandra 
Sumrall. “They had some giris 
that were sick. We don't want 
them to be sick, but if surely 
% helped us out, 

“Baham stepped up for us 
tonight. She did a good job of 
handling the ball and bringing 
Lown the court when they started pressuring. 

We made our free throws down the stretch 

that was a key. | was proud of the overall 
rt. This definitely was a nice win.” 

vomes led 33-27 at halftime and extended it to 

S in ihe first five minutes of the second half. 

ihe La tly W arriors, defe nding state and region 

os. closed to within 6/-52 on a 3-point 

left, but 
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“We mest cin t play very we! ell in esther gee” 
2 BCCC heed coach Bred Hodge. “Tou can 
ce excuses abeat us not bere HO perceni 
ent, oem we've got to play. 
“We dug 0 irselves too big of a hole Ro te 
- throws ad not making shots to start the 
coud half We fought to get back to within tree 
s with under 30 seconds. 
at i've a . got to give Jones credit. They fast 
ved their tail off. Their two big girls playedast 
cellent ballgame. We couldn't make the nght 
ustments at the Tight times.” 
ECCC fell to 14-7 overall and 644 in the 
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, = a 
laVINg a SIX-game winning streak snapped Te 

dy Warriors were outrebounded 38-34 made 
y 7-0F15 free throws and had 70 ternerers 
“It’s hard to win ——— es when vou 62 Ga” 
doe said. “Ti + y oi want i 3: ae 
IVe po to rebound. « ‘efenc atc —l See 
ws. We definitely shot aarsehees @ he tae 
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PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT 


LOOKING FOR ROOM 


East Central Segal 5-2 College's Kristin Chaney tries to maneuver a shot between Jones June 
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Jones (men) 94 
ECCC 72 


in what Jones head coach 
Robert McInnis called an up- 
and-iown year prior to 
Thursday's contest, the Bob- 
cats rode a hot-shooting touch 
to the 22-point win. 

Jones made 38-of-69 (55.1 
percent) shots from the floor. 
The Bobcats made half of their 
-) =point attempts and hit 


ent of their 10 free throws. 
Alter scoring the game’s 
first nine points, Jones 


extended its lead to 27-14 ona 
+pointer Duran Eckford 
with 7:20 to » go in - rst half. 


ECCC closed to to within 32- 


SS «2 = a, ff 2 | 


i == 


¥ Baham and Shalanda Carter. 


second half. The Bobcats got 
back-to-back treys from Eck- 
ford to extend their lead to 66- 
40 with just under 14 minutes 
left and led by as many as 28 


points. 
Six Bobcats scored in 
double figures as Jones 


improved to 11-9 overall and 4 
6 in the division. Dwight Tol- 
bert had 18 points, Stanley 
Brownlee had 15, Prince 
Holmes 14, Eckford and 
Cedrick Jones both had 13 and 
Jammie Evans had 10. 

Jones also held a 44-29 
advantage on the boards with 
Brownlee and Tolbert both get- 
tung seven rebounds. Holmes 
had five assists. 

ECCC (5-16, 2-8) got 11 
points each from Tawon Waiker 
and Coshtine Ringham and 14 
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Strong second half propels ECCC won 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR — The good news for the East 
Central Community College Lady Warriors in 
Monday's game with MACJC South Division- 
leading Mississippi Gulf Coast was that they 
were still very much in the contest despite 
scoring just 20 points in the first half. | 

Trailing 28-20 at intermission, the Lady War- 
riors used a 45-28 second-half advantage to take 
a 65-56 victory and improved to 14-6 overall and 
6-3 in the division. Gulf Coast dropped to 16-4 
and 7-2. 

Scoring in the first half was sporadic at best 
for the Lady Warriors. They even struggled at 
the free-throw line, making just 4-of-12 attempts. 

“That definitely was the worst offensive half 
we've had all year,” said ECCC head coach Brad 
Hodge. “We shot 32 percent that first half. 

“This team shoots too well for us to worry 
about that. We told them that our defense had 
kept us alive. We were within just four posses- 
Sions. 

It wouldn't take the Lady Warriors long to 


Good shooting cures a lot of 
ills. We finally made some shots 
and got the ball moving against 

that zone defense and got it inside 
the zone and made some big shots. 


ECCC head coach 
Brad Hodge 


establish their offense in the second half. Tierra 
Young hit two baskets in the first 42 seconds to 


cut ECCC’s deficit to four points. 
After a basket by Gulf Coast's Veronica 


Palmer gave the Lady Bulldogs a 30-24 lead, the — 


Lady Warriors went on a 14-0 run and scored 20) 
of the next 22 points to grab a 44-32 advantage. 


“Good shooting cures a lot of ills,” Hodge | 
said. “We finally made some shots and got the © 


ball moving against that zone defense and got it 
inside the zone and made some big shofs.” 


Holding Gulf Coast to only four points over 
the first 10 minutes of the second half was a 
major key in the Lady Warriors’ sixth-straight 
league win. 

“That's what’s got us where we're at,” Hodge 
said of the defensive pressure. “They've bought 
into it, and they’ve done a great job with applying 
defensive pressure. Gulf Coast had 56 points for 
the game and that's a group that was averaging 
about 75. That's a commitment our players have 
made, and it’s paid off so far.” 

The Lady Warriors turned the game over to 
Kristin Chaney in the final six minutes, as she 
scored 13 of ECCC’s last 16 points. Included in 
that stretch was an i1-of-13 effort at the free, 
throw line. 

Chaney finished with 18 points and seven 
rebounds. Young had 15 points, while India 
Backstrom had 11. Kotreece Bender added nine, 


_ Sara Judice had six points and eight rebounds, 


and Shannon Lloyd had five points. Kim Cox 
had three steals. 

- “We've still got to get three more wins to 
@uarantee we qualify (for the state and region 
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Aleantar and laid it up for two 
points. Alcantar was also called 
for an intentional foul on the 
play with Magee making both 
free shots for a 99-95 lead with 
only 3.5 seconds to play. 

“It's never over until it’s 
over, but I thought this was one 
of the better games that our 
guys have played,” said ECCC 
head coach Bill Smith. “Gulf 
Coast is one of the top two 
teams in the South (Division), 
and we had a chance to win. 
The guys played hard and we 
had a chance to take the last 
shot in overtime and threw it 
away. | was proud of the way 
the guys played.” 


The Warriors (5-15, 2-7) got —_latio 


18 points each from Ryan 
Hudson-and Andrew Lewis, 11 
each from Alcantar and Tawon 
Walker, nine each from Andre 
Coleman and Garrick Nichols 
and eight each from Jacquas 
Jones and Terrance McNichols. 

Magee led Gulf Coast (15-5, 
7-2) with 34 points. J.T. Fields 
had 16, Garland Stewart 14, 
Marcus Millender 12 and Jason 
Watson 10. 

The Warriors led by as many 
as 11 points in the first half and 
took a 45-36 lead into halftime. 

ECCC went up 86-83 on a 
three-point play by Nichols with 
1:05 left in regulation only to 
have the Bulldogs pull even on 
a trey by Magee 18 seconds 
later. Magee missed a shot at 
the buzzer for the win in regu- 
lation. 
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tournaments),” Hodge said. “ 
regular-season championship, 
on a lot of other people, plus 
care of our business. It's a tig! 
tunately, there’s going to be a 
sitting at home from the Sout 
just got to hope it’s not us.” 
Gulf Coast got 16 points | 
eight each from Brittney 
McClindo, and Davina Wells. 


Gulf Coast (men) 
ECCC 


After ending regulation tie 
riors scored the first seven poi 
go up 93-86 on a 3-pointer by 
with 3:43 on the clock. 

~ Gulf Coast pulled even at ‘ 
Courtenay Brown with 27.6 se 

The Warriors were setting 
shot, but AJ. Magee picked 


See ECCC 
Page B2 
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The East Central Communi | 
Lady Warriors defeated Pearl Kivernsand men Li 7 poi 
“opiah-Lincoln last week to raise, Lady Wildcats, wh 
eit league record to 5-3 and Bs dccced EC helda 39-23 advantage at ack break 
their overall mark to13-6. reports __ ° Pearl Rivermen9 iors 





Eake Warriors ine to both | lio Le té 








an. | >j seoond dip to 5-14 and 2-6 
Fen ‘Copiah-Lincol | 55: loss at Wesson. Co-Lin 


eo peas aperm yrs to lead the Lady EC C point rriaket were Ryan 1 ote 
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ECCC swee Ss ‘Hinds on the road 


RAYM: OND ) — East Central Community Fallege s women’s 
basketball eae cruised to a 73-44 win over Hinds Community 
College on Monday, and the Warriors posted ~ ail 
a 70-67 win over the Eagles . 

In the women’s game, Shannon Lloyd gS 
paced the Lady Warriors’ (15-7, 7-4) offense ifs 
with 12 points, and Kristin Chaney, Tierra <= ZA 
Young and Sara Judice each tallied 10 for 4 

C, which held a 30-19 haltime lead. bef 
Kimberly: Brown scored a game-high 18 
points for Hinds (4-18, 0-11), and Briteny Lorthridge adde d 12. 

In the men’s game, Ryan Hudson scored a team-high 22 
points for the Warriors, which led 34-33 at halftime, Garrick 
Nichols scored 17 points for ECCC (6-16, 3-8); and Andre 
Coleman added 10. 

Kiki Christmas tallied a oh tas 27 points for Hinds (14- 
9, 8-3), and Keron Jackson added 17. 
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Shannon Lloyd pumped in 
15 points and Kristin Chaney added 


12 to lead the East Central 
Community College women to their 
fifth straight win, a 61-55 decision 
over Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College Thursday night on the 
Wesson campus. 

With the victory, the Lady 
Warriors improved to 13-6 overall 
and §-3 in South Division action. 
Co-Lin is also 5-3 in the division 
and dropped to 12-7 overall. 
EC scorers in addition to Lloyd, a 
product of West Lauderdale 
High School and Chaney, a former 
standout at Newton County, were 


WEEK OF 





‘iors conti 


Biicketioiie of Nechoba Conan! end 


Sara Judice, a product of Teurlings. 


Catholic School, Lafayette, La., four 
each. | 

' The Lady Warriors led 33- 
25 at halftime. 

In men’s action, the 
Warriors were outscored 79-70 by 
the host Wolves and saw their record 
dip to 5-14 and 2-6, Co-Lin 
improved to 13-6 and 7-1. 

EC point makers were 
Ryan Hudson of Louisville, 15; 
Tawon Walker of Neshoba Central 
and Garrick 
Thomastown, 11 each; Andre 
Coleman of Louisville, seven; 


Nichols of 


nue win streak 


and Jacquas Jones of Forest, four 


each; Andrew Lewis of Morton, 
three: and Ricardo Alcantar of 


Newton County and Chavion Ellis 
of South Leake, two. each. 

East Central held: a 33-32 
advantage at the break. 

The Lady Warriors and 
Warriors will host Gulf Coast 
Monday night and entertain Jones 
County Thursday night. Both squads 
travel to Hinds on Monday, 
February 14. Monday night games 


can be heard on KICKS 98 
(98.3) with veteran broadcaster 


Melvin Wooten calling the action. 
The ECCC/Jones matchup has been 











Tierra Young of South Leake, 10; Coshune Bingham of Newton, six; designated as “Warrior Club 
Kotreece Bender of Newton, nine; Terrance McNichols of Gautier, Appreciation Night.” 
Kim Cox of Lake, seven; and India five; Pierre Barlow of Scott Central 
APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER _ ns CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES. " NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL _ MERIDIAN STAR 
SPIRIT OF MORTON | CLARION-LEDGER 





IMPACT 














The East Central 


Community College Lady Warriors 
moved a step closer to qualifying for 
Bie sed and the Warriors 





Community” S 

on the Utica campus. 
| The Lady Warriors cruised 

to an easy 73-44 decision over the 

Lady Bulldogs, while the Warriors 

held on for a 70-67 win over the 

Hinds men. 

_ Shannon Lloyd of West 
Lauderdale scored 12 points to lead 
the East Central women who 
improved to 15-7 overall and 7-43 in 
South Division action. The Lady 
Warriors are currently fourth in the 
division standings, behind Gulf 
Coast (9-2) Jones (8-3) and 
Meridian (8-3). The top four teams 
in each division qualify for the state 
toumament. 

In addition to Lloyd, other 
EC scorers were Kristin Chaney of 
Newton County, Tierra Young of 
South Leake and Sara Judice of 
Teurlings | Catholic (La.) High 
School, 10 each; Kotreece Bender of 
Newton and Dominetrix Hunter of 
Philadelphia, six each; Kim Cox of 
Lake, five; LaSaundra Harrison of 
Union and India Backstrom of 
Neshoba Central, four each: and 
Ashley Flint of Choctaw Central, 
Heather Steele of Nanih Waiya and 
Roxana Rogers of Lake, two each. 

The Lady Warriors held a 
30-19 advantage at halftime over the 
Hinds women, whose record dipped 
to 4-19 and O-11. 
Ryan Hudson of Louisville pumped 


3-8. Also scoring were Garrick 
angie of Thomastown, 17; Andre 
Coleman of Louisville, 10; Pierre 
Badow ‘of Scott Central, nine: 





gjuas Jones of Forest and Andrew 





wis of Morton, three each; and 





ie Ricardo Alcantar of Newton County, — 


Jerry Luckett of South Leake and 


Justin Harris of Southside (Ga.) 


High School, two each. 

The Warriors led 34-33. a 
halftime over the host Bulldogs, 
who fell to 13-8 and 8-3. The top 
teams in the division are Co-Lin 
(10-1). Hinds (8-3), Gulf Coast (7- 
4), Jones (5-6) and Pearl River (5- 
6). The South men’s winner will 
serve as host of the state tourna- 
ment. 


Three regular season 
games remain for the Lady Warriors 
and Warriors, who travel to 


Southwest Mississippi Community 
College in Summit on Thursday, 
host Meridian Community. College 
Monday night, and journey to Pearl 
River Community College on 
Thursday, February 24, 

¢ The ECCC/MCC contests 
canybe heard on KICKS 98 (98.3 
FM) with veteran broadcaster and 
ECCC alumnus Melvin Wooten of 
Carthage calling the action. 

The East Central 
Community College women’s bas- 
ketball team saw their six-game win 
streak come to an end Thursday 
night as the Lady Warriors were 
outscored 71-63 by Jones County 
Junior College in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education Building 
on. the Decatur campus. The 
Warriors also fell to the visiting 


‘Lake, 12: Kristin Char 


Neshoba 


Shannon Lloyd of West Lauderdale 
had 14 points each to lead East. 
Central which fell to 14-7 overall 
and 6-4 in South Division action. 

Also. scoring were Kim Cox of 
ley of Newton 
County, eight; India Backstrom of 
Central, seven; Sara 
Judice, a product of Teurlings 





_ Catholic High School in Lafayette, 
La., five; and Roxana Rogers of 
» Lake, ‘three. 


Brittany Baham of New 


Orleans had 28 points to lead the 





Lady Bobcats who imp ‘oved to 16- 
6 and 8-2. | 
Jones led 33-27 at halftime. 


Tawon Walker of Neshoba 
Central. and Coshune Bingham of 
Newton each had 11 points to lead 
the Warriors, whose record slipped 
to 5-16 and 2-8. 

Other scorers were Andrew 
Lewis of Morton, 10: Gaprick 
Nichols of Thomastown, seven; 
Ricardo Alcantar of Newton County 
and Chavion Ellis of South Leake, 
six each; Ryan Hudson of Louisville 
and Terrance McNichols of Gautier, 
four each; Ryan Rodgers, a product 
of Tri Cities High School in Atlanta, 
Ga., and Jacques: Jones. of Forest, 
three each; and Pierre Barlow of 
Scott Central, Andre Coleman of 
Louisville, Jerry Luckett of South 
Leake and Justin Harris of 
Southside High School in 
Atlanta, two each. | 

Dwight Tolbert of Tifton, 
Ga., pumped in 18 points to lead the 
Bobcats. who. improved to 11-9 and 
4-6. 





EC trailed 40-32 at the 








in 22 point to lead the Warriors, Bobcats by a 94-72 margin. _ break. 
A whose record improved to 6-16 and Kotreece Bender of Newton and 
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Lady Warriors top Southwest 


_— from staffreports _— ics Tillman eac | 
_, SUMMIP— East Central Com ary speci aoe eB BAHAR 
lege scored a three-point, road wan erty Cobras In the men’s game, Southwest topped ECCC 
' Sp West) Mississippi on Chris Watson scored a team-hi: ri 
x THD Rote night. SK, onto he for Southwest, malierth ste “im | 
HX 12 poi cece Bender tallied . Ryan Hudson scored 13 points to lead the 
PAYS aaae ants and Sara Judice Warriors (6-17), and Garrick.Nichols and 
VN Aisha Pana aue - ECCC continues the season with home 














ae : oe. ee scored @ games against Meridian Community College 

» Se 3 game-high 15 points for Mond, a) | ege on 

Southwest, and Tiffany Aych’ and | Khrystal ‘ ott | , RS soma: Ae 
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Warrior basketball heads toward finish 


ECCC Lady Warriors 
Post Sixth Straight 
Win; 
Warriors FallIn OT 
After trailing 28-20 at half- 
time, East Central Com- 
_munity College's Lady 
Warriors went on a 24-4 
run.and pounded South 
Division leader Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community 
College 65-55 Monday 
night in th> Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
Building on the Decatur 
campus, With the win, the 
EC women improved to 
14-6 overall.and 6-3 in di- 
vision play and moved a 
step closer to qualifying for 
postseason play and.de+ 
fending their State and 
Region 23 titles. The Lady 
Bulldogs slipped to 164 
and 7-2. Kristin: Chaney. a 
product 
County. High School, led 
EC with 18 poists. Other 
point makers were Tierra 
Young of South Leake 15: 
India’ Backstrom of 
Neshoba’ Central. 11: 
Kotreece Render of New- 
ton. nine: Sara Judice of 
Teurlings Catholic High 
School, Lafayette, La, six: 
Shannon Lloyd of West 
Lauderdale, five: and Kim 
Cox of Lake, one. 
Veronica Palmer of Cincin- 
nati. Ohio. pumped in 16 
points to lead Gulf Coast. 
In the men’s game, the 
Warriors were unable to 
we TEE Wir Wh TUN 
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of. Newton. 


tied 86-86 at the end of 
ECCC Lady Warriors, 
Warriors Fall To 
JCJIC Teams 
The East Central Commu- 
nity College women’s bas- 
ketbal] team saw their six- 


game win sireak come to: 


an-end Thursday night as 
the Lady Warriors were 
outscored 71-63 by Jones 
County Jumor College in 
the .. Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Build- 
ing on the Decatur cam- 
pus. The Warriors also fell 
to the visiting Bobcats by 
a 94-72 margin. Kotreece 
Bender of Newton and 
Shannon Lloyd of West 
Lauderdale had 14 points 
each to lead East Central 
which fell to 14-7 overall 
and 6-4 in South Division 
action. Also scoring were 
Kim Cox of Lake, 12; 
Kristin Chaney of Newton 
County, eight; India 
Backstrom of Neshoba 
Central;seven: Sara Ju- 
dice, a product of Teurlings 
Catholic High School in 
Lafavette, La., five; and 
Roxana Rogers of Lake, 
three. Brittany Baham.of 
New Orleans had 28 points 
to lead the Lady Bobcats 
who improved to 16-6 and 
8-2. Jones led 33-27 at 
halftime. Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central and 
Coshune Bingham of 
Newton each had 1 | points 


ECCC Teams Sweep 
The East Central Commu- 
nity College Lady War- 
riors moved a step closer 
to qualifying for post-sea- 
son play and the Warriors 





snapped a four-game skid 


after both teams registered 
wins over Hinds Commu- 
nity College Monday night 
on the Utica campus. The 
Lady Warriors cruised to 
an easy 73-44 decision 
over the Lady Bulldogs, 
while-the Warriors held on 
fora 70-67 win over the 
Hinds men. Shannon Lloyd 
of. West. Lauderdale 
scored 12 points to lead the 
East Central women who 
improved to 15-7 overall 
and 7-4 in South Division 
action. The Lady Warriors 
are currently fourth in the 
division standings, behind 
Gulf Coast (9-2) Jones (8- 
3) and Meridian (8-3). The 
top four teams in each di- 
vision qualify for the state 
tournament. In addition to 
Lloyd, other EC scorers 
were Kristin Chaney of 
Newton County, Tierra 
Young of South Leake and 
Sara Judice of Teurlings 
Catholic (La.) High 
School, 10 each; Kotreece 
Bender of Newton and 


halftime over the host Bull- 
dogs, who fell to 13-8 and 
8-3. The top teams in the 
division are Co-Lin (10-1), 
Hinds (8-3), Gulf Coast (7- 
4), Jones (5-6) and Pear! 
River (5-6). The South 
men’s winner will serve as 
host of the state tourna- 
ment. Three regular séa- 
son games remain for the 
Lady Warriors and War- 
riors, who travel to South- 
west Mississipp) Commu- 
nity College in Summit on 
Thursday, host Meridian 
Cotnmunity College Mon- 


AGINIAN _ 


Dominetrix Hunter of BA DEMOCRAT 


Philadelphia, six each; Kim 


Cox of Lake, five; NRECORD 
LaSaundra Harrison of AN STAR 


Union and India 
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day night, and journey to 
Pearl River Community 
Collegeon Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 24: The ECCC/ 
MCC contests, can be 
heard on KICKS 98 (98.3 


maintain their_45-36 ad- 
vantage at the break and 
fell 99-95 in overtime to the 
visiting Bulldogs. ‘Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville and. 
Andrew Lewis of'Morten 
each had 15 points for the 
Warriors, whose record 
dipped to 5-13 and 2-7. 
Also seoring were 
Ricardo Aleantar of New- 
Walker of Neshoba Cen- 
tral, 11 each: Garrick 
Nichols of Thomastown 
and Andre Coleman of 
Louisville, nine each; 
Jacques Jones of Forest 
and Terrance McNichols 
of Gautier, eight each: 
Chavion Ellis of South 
Leake. four: Pierre 
Barlow of Scott Central, 
three: and Coshune 
Bingham of Newton, two. 
A.J. Magee scored 34 
points to lead Gulf Coast, 
which improved to 15-5 


and 7-2. The game, was, trailed 40-32 at the break.” 


FM) with veteran broad- 
caster and ECCC alumnus 
Melvin Wooten of 
Carthage calling the ac- 
hon. 


to lead the Warriors, | 
whose record slipped to 5- 
16 and 2-8. Other scorers 
were Andrew Lewis of 
Morton, 10: > Garrick 
Nichols of Thomastown, 
seven; Ricardo Alcantar of 





Newton County and. 
Chavlon Ellis of South. 


Leake, six each; Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville and _ 


_ Terrance MeNichols of 
Gautier, four each; Ryan Pumped. 


Rodgers, a product of Tri 
Cities High School in At- 
lanta, Ga., and Jacques 


Jones of Forest, three 


each: and Pierre Barlow of 
man of Louisville, Jerry 
Luckett of South Leake 
and Justin Harris of 


‘Southside High School in 


Atlanta, two each. Dwight 
Tolbert of Tifton, Ga., 
pumped in 18 points to 
lead the Bobcats who im- 
proved to | 1-9 and 4-6. EC 


Backstrom of Neshoba 


‘Central, four each; and 


Ashley Flint of Choctaw 
Central, Heather Steele of 
Nanih Waiya and Roxana 
Rogers of Lake, two each. 


_ The;Lady. Warriors held.a 


30-19 advantage at half- 
time over the Hinds 
women, whose record 
dipped to 4-19 and 0-11. 
crane Haan Louisville 





the Winco: tees eaem 

improved to 6-16 and 3-8. 

Also scoring were Garrick 
Nichols of Thomastown, 
17; Andre Coleman of 
Louisville, 10; Pierre 
Barlow of Scott Central, 
nine; Jacquas Jones of 
Forest and Andrew Lewis 
of Morton, three each; and 
Ricardo Alcantar of New- 
ton County, Jerry Luckett 
of South Leake and Justin 


Harris of Southside (Ga.) 


High School, two each. 


The Warriors led 34-33 at 





pny 
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ECCC PHOTO 


ECCC LADY WARRIOR BASKETBALL TEAM 
The defending Region 23 and MACJC Champion Lady Warriors of East Central Community College and their respective high schools 
Include (front row, from left) freshman guards Aja Loveless of Newton and Emily Massey (redshirt) of East Rankin Academy, and stu- 
dent assistants Lakelsha Bobbitt of Scott Central, Ashley Clark of Starkville Academy, Kasenda Overstreet of South Leake, Monica 
Carter of Noxapater, Jaimee Jones of Nanih Walya and Krystle Hunter of Noxapater, (second row, from left) freshman guard Ashley 
Flint of Choctaw Central, freshman center Shannon Lioyd of West Lauderdale, freshman guard LaSaundra Harrison of Union, sopho- 
more guard Kristin Chaney of Newton County, freshman guard Heather Steele of Nanih Walya, sophomore guards Roxana Rogers and 
Kim Cox, both of Lake, and freshman guard Tierra Young of South Leake; and (back row, from left) head coach Brad Hodge, freshman 


forwards Dominetrix Hunter of Philadelphia and Sara Judice of Teurlings Cathollc (Lafayette, La.), soph 


guard/forward Kotreece 
Bender of Newton, sophomore forward Indla Backstrom of Neshoba Central, freshman guards Erica Hardin of Louisville and Lauren 
White of Union, freshman center April Viverette of Lake and assistant coach Zareth Gray. 
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ECCC Lady Warriors clinch 
playoff berth following dou- 
ble OT win over MCC 


East Central Community 
College’s Lady Warriors needed to 
win one of their final two South 
Division contests to clmech a spot in 
the state playoffs and defend their 
MACIC title. 

The ECCC women, led by 
fourth-year head coach Brad Hodge, 
accomplished their goal Monday 
night by earning a hard-fought 99- 
88 double overtime thriller over 
rival Meridian Community College 
before a packed Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Building on the 
Decatur campus. 

With the victory, EC 
improved to 17-7 overall and 9-4 in 
league play, the same record as 
MCC. Jones County is also 9-4 in 
division action followed by Copiah 
Lincoln’s 8-4 mark. Gulf Coast sits 
atop the division standings at 11-2, 

The top four teams 
advance to the state playoffs, which 
are scheduled February 28 - March 


Shannon Lloyd of West 
Lauderdale pumped in 26 points to 
lead the Lady Warriors, who com- 
pleted a senes sweep of their arch 
rival. EC handed the Lady Eagles 


their first division.loss by posting an 


85-67 decision on January 27 on the 
MCC campus. 

Also scoring for EC were 
India Backstrom .of Neshoba 
Central, 14; Kristin, Chaney of 
Newton County and Kim Cox of 
Lake, 13 each; Kotreece Bender of 
Newton, 12; Tierra Young of South 
Leake, eight; Sara Judice of 
Teurlings. (La.) Catholic High 
Schooly seven; and LaSaundra 
Harrison of Union, six. 

Courtney Wade of 
Meridian had 19 points to lead the 
Lady Eagles. 

The score was tied 80-80 at 
the end of the first overtime and 71- 
71 at the end of regulation. East 
Central led 44-42 at halftime. 


a series sweep over the Eagles. East 
Central held on for a 90-87 win over 
MCC on January 27, 

Ryan Hudson of Louisville 
had 23 points to lead EC, which 
improved to 7-17 and 4-9 under 
fourth-year head coach Billy Smith. 
Also scoring were Garrick Nichols 
of Thomastown, 17; Ricardo 
Alcantar of Newton County, 10; 
Pierre Barlow of Scott Central and 
Jacquas Jones of Forest, nine each; 
Andre Coleman of Louisville, 
seven; Terrance McNichols of 
Gautier, six; Coshune Bingham of 
Newton and Andrew Lewis of 
Morton, five seach; and Ryan 
Rodgers of Tri Cities (Ga.) High 
School, two. 

Rico. Gray, a product of 
Jeff Davis High. School, had. 29 
points to lead MCC, which fell to 5- 
19 and2-ll. 

ECCC teams conclude reg- 
ular season action Thursday night 











3 and will be hosted by the South In men’s action, the by challenging Pearl River 
men’s winner (either Copiah- Warriors were also victorious as. Community College  on_ the 
Lincoln or Hinds.) they cruised to a 93-79 decision and Poplarville campus. 
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“The East Central Community College 
Lady Warriors wrapped up a berth in 
the state and Region 23 no gee 
with a 99-88 double-over- 
time win over Meridian = 
Monday at Decatur. a arty 

Heading into the regular ee 
season finale Thursday at Pearl River, 
the Lady Warriors are 17-7, while the 
Warriors are 7-17 

* EC women 73, Hinds 44: EC rolled 
to an easy win at Utica on Feb, 14. 

Shannon Lloyd scored 12 points to 
lead EC {15-7 overall and 7-4 in South 
Division action). 





. Tierra Young, and 
Seen Judice: ‘anal had 10 points, while 
Kotreece Bender and Dominatrix 
Hunter both had six. | 

EC led 30-19 at halftime. 

Hinds fell to 4-19 and 0-11. 

* EC men 70, Hinds 67: Ryan 
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| Hudson 
oe l pumped 
ll in 22 
5 points to 


lead the 


_ 147-7 | Warriors 
178 | (6-16, 3-8) 
7 | to their 
a mi oO 6S 


impres- 


4-21} sive win 
| of the sea- 


son. 
Garrick 


] Nichols 


added 17, 


sie Andre 


Coleman 


Mi s49] 10, and 
ri Pierre 


over the host Bulldogs (13-8, 8-3). 

* EC women 58, Southwest 55: 
Kotreece Bender scored 12 points to 
lead EC in Thursday’s win at Summit. 

Also scoring were Sara Judice with 
11 points, Roxana with nine, 
Kim Cox eight, Kristin Chaney six, and 
Shannon Lloyd, Tierra Young, and 


India Backstrom with four each. 


EC, which impr oved to 16-7 and 8-4, 
held a 32-21 halftime advantage over 
the Lady Bears, who fell to 3-16 and 1- 
11. 

* Southwest men 72, EC 62: The 
Warriors fell to 6-17 overall and 3-9 in 
the South Division with Thursday’s loss 





at Summit. 


Warrior point makers were Ryan 


Hudson with 13, Pierre Barlow and 


Garrick Nichols with 10 each, / 
Lewis with nine, Ricardo Aleantar 
seven, and Andre Coleman four. 
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Chaney’s late free throws secure | 
ECCC win over Holmes in MACJC Tourney 


Kristin Chaney converted three of four throws 
in the game’s final seconds and the East Central 
Community College women survived a late Holmes 
rally to post a 65-60 decision over the Lady Bulldogs 
Monday night in first-round action of the MACJC 
Tournament being held at Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College in Wesson. 

Chaney, a product of Newton County High 
School, also led the Lady Warriors in scoring with 18 
points and seven rebounds, Kim Cox of Lake pumped in 
17 points and also pulled down seven rebounds. Other 
scorers were Shannon Lloyd of West Lauderdale and 
Tierra Young: of South Leake, eight each; Kotreece 
Bender of Newton, seven; India Backstrom of Neshoba 
Central, four; and Heather Steele of Nanih Waiya, three. 
Ashley Howard had 15 points to lead Holmes (19-6), 
which rallied from a 17-point deficit to close within 62- 
60 with 26 seconds remaining. 

But Chaney’s clutch free throw shooting down 
the stretch represented the game’s final points and EC 
held on for the narrow victory and its third win over 
Holmes in 2004-05, The Lady Warriors earlier posted 
61-59 and 69-60 (OT) decisions. over the Lady 
Bulldogs, the number two seed from the North. 








APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES — 

UNION APPEAL . 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 








IMPACT | | 


The Lady Warriors, the number three seed from the 
South, led 41-28 at halftime. 

With the win, East Central (18-8) -the defend- 

ing MACIC and Region 23 champions- advances to the 
semi-finals to face Mississippi Delta ee 

College at 6 p.m. Wednesday. Delta (number four 

from the North) upset the top seeded South se 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 83-77. 

Northeast - the top seed from the North- 
defeated Meridian (number four South seed) 108-80, 
and Northwest (North number three seed) outlasted 
Jones County (South number two seed) 78-66 in games 
held earlier Monday, Northeast and Northwest will bat- 
tle at 1:30 p.m, 
Wednesday in the other semi-final contest. 

Finals in the women’s division are set for 6 
p.m. Thursday, followed by the men’s championship 
game at 8 p.m. 

Competing for the men’s state title are Copiah- 
Lincoln, East Mississippi, Itawamba, Pearl River, 
Northwest, Gulf Coast, Hinds and Coahoma. 

ECCC tournament action can be heard on 
KICKS 98 (98.3 FM), featuring veteran sports announe- 
er Melvin Wooten of Carthage. 
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Jones (10-4). Meridian had two losses to the Lady 





weekorCD AY 


Warriors Fall i Peart River 


Gulf Coast (12-2) and’ ‘ished fourth due to. ers 


quality for thes state tour! 
nament, which is being 












ECC Holmes winner =f 


toa disappointing hd for the same division mark (9- Warriors. The top four ~ held this year at Copiah- 
the East Central Commv- 5) as East Central, but fin- teams in each division See“ECCC” pase ® — 
nity College Lady War- — ——~=S — 
riors and Warriors who fell 
to Pearl River Community 
College squads Thursday 
night in Poplarville. The 
‘-ECCC women - who are 
‘set to defend their MACIC 
title after earning a play- — Sees Col; School, eight; Ryan 
off spot earlier in the week lege in Wess« ady Rodgers of Tri Cities (Ga.) 
- were edged 56-55 and High School, Pierre 
the Warriors were Barlow of Scott Central, 
outscored by a 77-64 mat- Sndre Coleman of Louis- 
gin. Kristin Chaney of "and Garrick Nichols 





Newton County had 17 of Thomastown, five each; 
points to lead the Lady meet the winner of the Ryan Hudson of Louisville, 
Warriors who finished 17- Gulf Coast’Delta matchup four: and Jacquas Jones of 


8 overall and 9-5 in the 
South Division. Also scor- 





West Lauderdale. and 
Tierra Young of South 


at 6 p.m. biomass Fi- 





Andean ims of Morton 
had 16 points to lead the 


Forest. Chavion Ellis. of 


South Leake and Coshune 


Bingham ef Newton, two 
each. Thomas Fraise 
pumped in 20 points to 


Leake, 10 each: Kim Cox Warriors, Who finished 7- lead Pearl River, which’fin- 
of Lake and Sara Judice, 18 and 4-10. Other point ished 13-12 overall and 
a product of Teurlin ings makers were. Ricardo placed third in the division 


(La.)- Catholic _ High 








Alcantar oR vRlenan 


with a 7-7 mark. The score 








School, six eac ch, India County, 10; JustimHaris of was tied 28-28 at the 
Backstrom of Heskit Southsidaasaned eat ae break. 
Central, fo _ an 
peer CARTHAGINIAN 
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A needed break 


East Central ALT wall 
women’s basketball team didn’t return 
to the practice court until Sunday, 
after the team was eliminated last 
Wednesday from the MACJC State 
Tournament. 

The Lady Warriors (78-9) lost to 








championships and an appearance in 
the NJCAA Rational Durhaner last 
season. “We told them to get away 
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tournament at 1 p.m. Tuesday ay against’ 
Gulf Coast Community College. my 





and recharge their batteries. We have 
to have a 120 minutes, if we want to 
win (the ni oe XXIII tournament). 
We have to have legs and mental 
freshness, if we want to win. 

“They were very broken hearted 
after losing Wednesday night,” Hodge 
added. “As poorly as we played to still 
have a ean and let it slip away, 


Mississippi Delta Community College » 
59-51 in the semifinals of the state 
tournament. 

ECCC head coach Brad Hodge 
said the three-day break from basket- 
ball was necessary for his team to 
regroup for the Region XXII! Tourna- 


ment. 
“| haven't seen any of them since 




















we got back from the state ee, wage end were broken. That is why 

Warriors to he sisie and region”. SOC opens payin the region 
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staff writer | 
CLINTON — Kristin Chaney hit a three- 
pointer to send East Central into overtime 
against Mississippi Delta on Wednesday night, 
but apparently that wasn’t enough for the soph- 


The five-foot-six point guard hit another three- 
pointer at the buzzer in overtime to give East 
Central a 75-74 win in the semifinals 
Region 23 Tournament. Age -, 

“The shot wasn’t even for me,” said Chaney. 
“It was supposed to go to Kotreece (Bender) 
down low. I went to get the ball inside to her and 
she was covered, so 1 knewd was a sophomore 
and I needed to step up, do or die. Fortunately, it 












Central past Delta 


verance was obviously a big key. We just got 
down but never quit. If you want to win champi- 
onships, you have to demonstrate the heart ofa 
champion, and this group did that.” 

In regulation, East Central was down by nine 
points with 1:28 seconds left and fought back to 
tie the game, led by two three-pointers by 
Roxana Rogers and the late three by Chaney. _ 

“Roxana Rogers came’in and hadn't played 
much and had struggled throughout the year, 
but never hung her head,” Hodge said. “She 
made some huge threes that got us on a roll, and 
everybody else fed off that.” 

The Lady Warriors trailed 31-26 at half and 
Mississippi Delta stretched the lead out to as 
many as 12 points in the opening munutes of the 
second half. 





That was a good flare for dramatics. 
Perseverance was obviously.a big key. 
We just got down but never quit. 


ECCC women's basketball coach 
Brad Hodge 


was my shot, and I hit it.” 
The Lady Warriors were down by six points 
with 29 seconds left in the game but found a 
way to pull out the victory. 
“If there is a word that can even come close, 
it's unbelievable,” said ECCC coach Brad Hodge, 
“That was a good flare for dramatics,'Perse- 





East Central slowly battled back and cut the 
lead to three points with 5:01 left in the game. 

The Lady Trojans responded with a pair of 
free throws from Latisha Brown and a three- 
pointer from Vancherrika Mitchell to make the 
score 53-44 with 1:28 left to play. . 

Chaney hit a pair of clutch free throws with 
1:15 left to cut the lead to 53-46 and scored a 
bucket with 56 seconds left to cut the lead to five 
points. 

Jessica Boyd hit both ends of a one-and-one 
situation for the Lady Trojans to stretch the lead 
back out to seven points but Rogers hit her first 
three with 44 seconds left to play to make the 


See Ecce 
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score 55-51. 

After a missed free throw by 
Mississippi Delta, Rogers hit 
her second three in as many 
trips and cut the lead to 55-54 
with 26 seconds remaining. 

Stephanie Boggans hit two 
free throws to stretch the lead 


to three points, but Chaney 


bombed a long range three- 
pointer with eight seconds left 
to tie the game 57-57. 

The Lady Trojans turned the 
ball over with five seconds 
remaining and Tierra Young 
got off a good shot for the Lady 

[MIP AL i 


Warriors at the buzzer, but the 
ball rolled out to send the game 
into overtime. 

The two teams traded the 
lead back and forth for most of 
the overtime period before Mis- 
sissippi Delta took a 69-66 lead 
on a three-point play from 
Brown. 

The Lady Trojans stretched 


the lead out to 74-68 by hitting 


five free throws as East Cen- 
= struggled on the offensive 
end. 

Chaney scored the final 
seven points of the game to 
give the Lady Warriors the vic- 
tory. 

The sophomore scored wi 


a 


20. seconds left to make the 
score 74-70, After a turnover, 
Chaney again Scored to cit 
lead to 74-72 with four seconds 
left to play. 

On the inbounds after a 
timeout, Mississippi Delta fell 
out of bounds with the ball and 
gave East Central aichance with 
two seconds left on the clock. 

Chaney took the in-bounds 
pass, dribbled several times, 
took a step back and nailed the 
three-pointer at the buzzer to 
give ECCC the 75:74 win. 

The shot gave Chaney 31 
points for the night, India Back- 
strom played well inside for the 
Lady Warriors and scored 14 





points while Bender scored 10 


pomts, 

Mitchell led the Lady Tro- 
jans with 17 points in the loss, 

The Lady Warriors, now 20-9 
for the season, will move on to 
play the winner of the North- 
west Mississippi/ Northeast 
Mississippi game in the cham- 
pionship of the tournament 
tonight at 6 p.m. 

“The job is not done,” Hodge 
said. “It would have been nice 
to win the championship right 
there but they didn’t hand out 
the trophy (Wednesday), so 
we've got to maintain focus and 
get ready.” 
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Lady Trojans upset Lady 
Warriors in State Tourney 


A second-straight state 
tournament title was not in the cards 
for the East Central Community 
College Lady Warriors who fell 59- 
51 to Mississippi Delta Community 
College Wednesday night in semi- 
final action of the MACIC 
Basketball State Championship held 
at Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College in Wesson. 

The Lady Warriors, who 
began tournament competition 
Monday by downing Holmes 
Community College 65-60, trailed 
throughout most of the contest and 
took their first lead at 40-39 with 





10:11 remaining on a bucket by. 
Tierra Young of South Leake. Young - 


would later tie the game at 51-51 


with just under two minutes left, but 


the Lady Trojams responded with 
eight straight points. including a 
three-pointer at the buzzer by 
Vancherrika Mitchell of Cleveland, 
East Central, which fell to 18-9, was 
led by Kim Cox of Lake, who tallied 
12 points. Also scoring was: 
Shannon Lioyd of West Lauderdale 
and Kotreece Bender of Newton, 11 
each; Young, nine; India Backstrom 
of Neshoba Central, five; Kristin 
Chaney of Newton County, two; and 
Sara Judice of Teurlings (La.) 
Catholic, one. 

Jazmaine Cain of Mound 
Bayou had 19 points to lead Delta, 
which improved to 17-7. 

East Central, which trailed 


by as many as 12 points in first half 


action, cut the Delta lead.to 23-21 at 





the break. 

The Delta and Northwest 
women will battle for the state title 
tonight. 

The Lady Rangers upset 
Northeast 84-81 Wednesday after- 
noon. 

East Central will now set 
its sights on defending its Region 23 
title during competition scheduled 
March 4-7 at Mississippi College in 
Clinton. Tournament brackets will 
be released following the state tour- 
nament. 

Lady Warrior tournament 
action can be heard on KICKS 98 
(98.3FM) featuring veteran sports 
announcer Melvin Wooten of 
Carthage. 
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ECCC falls 
in region 
title game 
By Ryan Satcher 
staff writer 

CLINTON — On Wednesday night, the 
East Central Community College Lady 
Warriors pulled of the unbelievable. But on 
Thursday night, the Lady Warriors ran out 
of luck and, more importantly, they ran 
out of legs. 

East Central pushed Northwest Com- 
munity College to the limit but couldn't 
pull another trick out of its sleeve in a 58-55 
loss in the championship game of the 
Region XXIII junior college tournament at 
A.E. Wood Coliseum. 

“We gave it all we had,” said ECCC 
coach Brad Hodge. “We just didn’t have 
enough in our tank tonight.” 

Coming off a 75-74 overtime win on 
Wednesday, the Lady Warriors (20-10) 
opened Thursday night's game cold, and 
Northwest took advantage with a 15-5 run. 

The Lady Rangers got seven points from 
Candy Hall in the run and opened up an 23- 
13 lead. 

East Central fought back as Tierra 
Young hit a pair of threes and a two to cut 
the lead to 25-21. 

Kotreece Bender followed with a basket 
and Kim Cox hit a three-pointer to give 
East Central a 26-25 lead with 2:06 left in 
the first half. 

Northwest followed with a three-pointer 
but East Central tied the game with a 
bucket from Shannon Lloyd with five sec- 
onds left in. the half. 

In the second half, the Lady Warriors 
took a 40-38 lead as Roxana Rogers hit two 
three-pointers in. the opening six minutes. 

Northwest stretched out a 52-44 lead 
with 4:55 left to play with a 14-4 run. 

East Central fought back strong and cut 
the lead to six points on a bucket from 
Bender with 3:54 left. 

Kristin Chaney followed with a clutch 
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TAKE AWAY 


East Central Community College’s Kristin Chaney steals the ball away from Northwest 
Community College's Sharlene Murphy during the championship game of the Region 
XXII tournament at Mississippi College in Clinton on Thursday. 


three-pointer to make the seore 54-51 with 
2-49 leit. 

After Northwest hit a free throw, Young 
hit a pair of free throws to cut the lead to 
two points, 

Northwest ran the clock down to 38 
seconds before forcing up a long three- 
pointer but Hall came away with the 
rebound and East Central was forced to 
foul. 

Nikita Taylor stepped to the line with,29 
seconds left and made two free throws to 
make the score 5/-53. 

After a missed shot by Kast-Central, 











Laketia Stephens hit a free throw to make 
the score 58-53 with 17 seconds left. 

The Lady Warriors answered with a 
three-pointer from Young to make the 
score 58-55 and got the ball back witha 
jump. ball with six seconds remaining. 

East Central got off a three-pointer in 
the final seconds but this time the ball 
rolled away and Northwest held on for the 
o8-SD Win 

“We have nothing to be ashamed of,” 
Hodge said 

Young scored 16.points to lead the Lady 
Warriorswhilé Benderseored 12; 
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“ELINTON — A game > that 
looked like an easy victory 
in the first eight minutes 
turned into a battle for Kast 
Central Community College 
in the Region 23 tournament 
Tuesday afternoon. 

The Lady Warriors opene«| 
the game with a 23-6 run but 
had to fight to hold off Gulf 
Coast in the second half for 


a 75-62 win at Mississippi 


East Central, the defend- 


ing Region 23 champions, 


improves to 19-9 and will 
play the Mississippi Delta- 
Jones winner at 6 p.m. 
today. 

“They are too good a team — 
to try to win the game in the 
first eight minutes,” ECCC 
coach Brad Hodge said. 


“Portunatley when we got half. 


into the last five minutes we 


made free throws and made 
_ stops on the defensive end.” 
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Gulf Coast slowly bat tt 
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the 


final points of the fir | 
to cut the lead to 37-28 falthe it 14 
mat old on fr the win. 
In the second half, East aney finished with 16 
Central opened with two to lead Eas ; Central and 
free throws but Gulf Coast 1 Backstre , 





non Lloyd both chipped in Co 


13 points. 


Miss. Delta 59, ECCC 51 
A second-straight state 





’ tournament title was not 


in the cards for the East 
Central Community College 
Lady Warriors who fell 59-51 
to Mississippi Delta Com- 
munity College Wednesday 
night in semi-final action 
of the MACJC Basketball 
State Championship held at 
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EQOC PHOTO 


Lady Warriors India Backstrom (left) of Neshoba Central and Newton County High 
School product Kristin Chaney were named to the Region 23 Alt Tournament Team fol- 
lowing EC's 58-55 loss to Northwest in the title game Thursday night. The Lacy Warriors 
advanced to the championship contest after posting wins over Gulf Coast (75-62) and 


Delta (75-74). 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR—It seemed only fit- 
ting following last Wednesday's 
dramatic win that the East 
Central Community College 
Lady Warriors would need a last- 
second shot in sa of a 
back-to-back egion, 
Tournament titles, but Kotreece 
Bender's three-pointer at the 
buzzer was off the mark and 
Northwest Mississippl 
Community College held on for 
58-55 decision. 

The loss came in the champi- 
onship contest held Thursday 
night at Mississippi College's A. 
E. Wood Coliseum in Clinton. 

East Central, which advanced 
to the title game after Kristin 
Chaney's three-point buzzer-beat- 
er gave the Lady Warriors a 75-74 
overtime win over the state 
champion Mississippi Delta 
Community College. Lady 
Trojans in semi-final action, fin- 


Warriors Advance In Post-Season 


ay 
a 


= 
ea 


ished with a 20-10 record under 
fourth-year head coach Brad 
Hodge. Chaney had also launched 
a successful trey sending the con- 
test into the extra period. 

The Lady Rangers are now 18- 
11 and will represent the state in 


the NJCAA Division I Women's. 


Basketball Championship sched- 
wled next week in Salina, Kan. 
Tierra Young led EC scorers in 
the title matchup with 16 points. 
Other point makers included 
Bender, 12 points; Roxana Rogers 
of Lake, nine; Kim Cox, also of 


_AX Lake, eight; Chaney, six; and 


Shannon Lloyd , four. Chaney and 


sco India Backstrom were named to 


the Region 23 All-Tournament 


UNIC Team. 


“YN < Chaney's Victorious In Semi-Finals 


SPI 


MP, 


time expired sent the contest into 


Chaney's three-point shot as 


the extra period tied at 57-57, had 
31 points to lead the Lady 


Warriors who improved to 20-9, 
the state title last week- fell to 19 
8. 

The win was also a little sweet 
redemption as East Central fell to 
Delta 59-51 in the state semi-finals 
the previous week. 

Not only did Chaney's trey win 
the game, she scored the game's 
final seven points to rally the 
Lady Warriors from a six-point 
deficit with 29 seconds remain- 


ing. 

Coach Hodge had nothing but 
praise for the Lady Warriors, who 
found a way to win the contest 
after trailing throughout most of 
the second half and were down 
31-26 at the break. 

"Perseverance was obviously a 
big key. We just got down and 
never quit. If you want to win 
championships, you have to 
demonstrate the heart of a cham- 
pion, and this group did that,” 


Other Lady Warrior point mak- 
ers included Backstrom, 14; 
Bender, 10; Roxanna Rogers of 
Lake, eight; Kim Cox of Lake and 
Sara Judice, four each; and Lloyd 
and LaSaundra Harrison, two 
each. — 

Earlier in the tournament, 
Chaney pumped in 16 points and 
Backstrom added 15 to lead East 
Central to a 75-62 win over 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
in the first-round. 

In addition to Chaney and 
Backstrom, other EC point mak- 
ers included Shannon Lloyd, 13; 
Bender, 10; Cox (Lake), nine; 
Young, six; Harrison, five: and 
Judice, one. 

The Lady Warriors, who led by 
as many 17 points in the first half, 
settled for a 37-28 advantage at the 
break. Gulf Coast came within 
two points of the Lady Warriors 
in the second half, but an 18-5 run 
put the game out of reach. 


ECCC Lady Warriors 
Defeat Gulf Coast In Ist- 
Round Region Action 


CLINTON--Kristin 
Chaney pumped in 16 
points and India 
Backstrom added 15 to 
lead the East Central Com- 
munity College women’s 
basketball team to a 75-62 
win over Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College 
Tuesday afternoon in first- 
round action of the 2005 
Region 23 Community/ 
Jumor College Tournament 
being held at Mississippi 
College in Clinton. 

With the win, the defend- 
ing Region 23 champs im- 
proved to 19-9 overall 
while the Lady Bulldogs 
completed their season at 
21-6. The Lady Warriors 
face the state champion 
Mississippi Delta Commu- 
nity College Lady Trojans 
(19-7) today at 6 p.m. in 
semi-final action, East 
Central fell to Delta 59-51 
in the state semi-finals last 
week, 

In addition to Chaney, a 
Newton County High 
School product, and 
Backstrom, a former 
standout at Neshoba Cen- 


tral, other EC point mak- ir 





of West Lauderdale, 13; 
Kotreece Bender of New- 
ton, 10; Kim Cox of Lake, 
nine; Tierra Young of 
Seuth Leake, = six; 
LaSaundra Harrison of 
Union, five; and Sara Ju- 
dice of Teurlings (La.) 
Catholic High School, one. 
Gail Weary had 15 points 
to lead the Lady Bulldogs. 
The Lady Warriors, who 
led by as many 17 points 
in the first half, settled for 


. a. 37-28 advantage at the 


break. Gulf Coast came 
within two points of the 
Lady Warriors in the sec- 
ond half, but an 18-5 run 
put the game out of reach 
and sent the EC women to 
the semi-finals. 
Chaney's Three- 
Pointer Gives ECCC 
75-74 Victory Over 
Delta In Region Semi- 
Finals 
Kristin Chaney’s three- 
point shot as time expired 
in overtime lifted East Cen- 


‘tral Community College to 


a 75-74 win over Missis- 
sippi Delta Community 


ae neem meet 
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uled March 21 26 in 
Salina, Kansas. 

Not only did Chaney's trey 
win the game, the Newton 
County High School 
product scored the game’s 
fina] seven points to rally 
the Lady Warriors 

from a six-point deficit 
with 29 seconds remain- 
ing. 

In his post-game interview, 
Coach Brad Hodge had 
nothing but praise for the 
Lady Warriors, who found 
a way to win the contest 
after trailing throughout 
most of the second half 
and were down 31-26 at 
the break. 

“Perseverance was obvi- 
ously a big key. We just got 
down and never quit. If you 
want to win champion- 
ships, you have to demon- 
strate the heart of a cham- 
pion, and this group did 
that,” Hodge stated. 

In addition to Chaney, 
other Lady Warrior point 
makers were India 
Backstrom of Neshoba 
Central, 14; Kotreece 
Bender of Newton, 10; 
Roxanna Rogers of Lake, 
eight; Kim Cox of Lake 
and Sara Judice of 
Teurlings (La.) Catholic 
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Junior College Tournament 
being held at Mississippi 
College’s A.E. Wood Coli- 
seum on the Clinton cam- 
pus. 

Chaney, whose three-. 
pointer sent the contest 
into the extra 

period tied at 57-57, had 31 
points to lead the Lady 
Warriors who 

improved to 20-9, while the 
Lady Trojans - who won 
the state title last week- fell 
to 19-8. 

The ECCC women are one 
win away from a second- 
straight Region title, and 
will face Northwest Mis- 
sissippi Community Col- 
lege at 6 p.m. tonight in the 
championship contest. The 
winner advances to 
NJCAAA Women’s Divi- 
sion. Tournament sched- 


Latisha Brown led Delta 
with 14 poimts. 

ECCC Lady Warriors 
Denied Consecutive 
Region 23 Titles 
It seemed only fitting fol- 
lowing Wednesday night’s 
dramatic win that the East 
Central Community Col- 
lege Lady Warriors would 
need a [ast-second shot in 
hopes of claiming back-to- 
back Region 23 Tourna- 
ment titles, but Kotreece 
Bender’s three-pointer at 
the buzzer was off the 
mark and Northwest Mis- 
sissippi Community Col- 
lege held on for 58-55 de- 
cision in the championship 
contest held Thursday 
night at Mi£ssissipp1 
College’s A. E. Wood 

Coliseum in Clinton. 

East Central, which ad- 
vanced to the title game 
after Kristin Chaney’s 
three-point buzzer-beater 
gave the Lady Warriors a 
75-74 overtime win over 
the state champion Missis- 


sippi Delta Community College Lady Trojans in semi- 


final action, finished with a 20-10 record under fourth- 
year head coach Brad Hodge. Chaney had also launched 
a successful trey sending the contest into the extra pe- 
riod. 

The Lady Rangers are now !8-11 and will represent 
the state in the NJCAA Division | Women’s Basketball 
Championship scheduled the week of March 2] in 
Salina, Kansas. 

Tierra Young of South Leake led EC scorers in the ttle 
matchup. with 16 points. Other port makers were 
Bender, of Newton, who had |2 points; Roxana Rog- 
ers of Lake, nine; Kim Cox, also of Lake, eight; Chaney. 
a product of Newton County High School, six; and Sh- 
annon Lloyd , four. Chaney and Neshoba Central prod- 
uct India Backstrom were named to the Region 23 All- 
Tournament Team. 
Nikita Taylor of-Holly 
Springs led Northwest 
with 19 points and 
Candy. Hall of 
Robinsonville added 16. 
The'scored was tied 28- 
28 at halftime. 





Lady Warriors India Backstrom 
(left) of Neshoba Central and New- 

gee ton County High Schoo! product 
ed Kristin Chaney were named to the 
—— Region 23 All-Tournament Team 
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JUCOAII-Star Basketball Games 
Scheduled April 16 at Choctaw Central 


DECATUR--The top 
community and junior col- 
lege basketball players in 
the South Division will 
battle the best of the North 
when the MACIC All-Star 
Basketball Games are held 
Saturday. April 16 at 
Choctaw Central High 
School. Tip-off is I p.m: 
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for the women’s game 
with men’s action sched- 
uled at 3 p.m. Admission 
is $5. The annual event is 
hosted by East Central 
Community College in 
Decatur. Sponsors, in ad- 
dition to ECCC, are Pearl 
River Resort, Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians 


and Mississippi Sports 
Medicine. South women 
All-Stars are Travalyn 
Smith and Gloria Lewis, 
both of Copiah-Lincoln: 
Kristin Chaney and 
Kotreece Bender, East 
Central; Jasmine 
MeClindon and Shareada 
See “ECCC” page 6 








Walker, Gulf Coast: 
LaShandra Pryor, Hinds: 
Natalie Jordan and Brit- 
tany Baham, Jones: 
Karamethia Mazique, 
Meridian; Carmen Labat, 
Pearl River: and Tiffany 
Aych., Southwest. 
Coaches are Greg 
Holmes (head) and 
Melanie McMains (assis- 
tant) of Gulf Coast. Mem- 
bers of the South men’s 
All-Star squad are Ledell 
Eackles and Dexter 
Middleton, both of Copiah- 
Lincoln; Andrew Lewis, 
East Central; Courtney 
Brown and Garland 
Stewart, Gulf Coast; Kiki 
Christmas and Brandon 
Washington, Hinds; 
Jammie Evans, Jones; 
Rico Gray, Meridian; 
Napolean Roberts, Pear! 
River; and Devin Jones 
and Torry Crumedy, 
Southwest. Coaches are 
Wendell Weathers (head) 
and assistant Brad Bunch 
of Gulf Coast. North 
women All-Stars are Kim- 
berly Bass, Coahoma; 
Ashley Howard and 
Shalonda Williams, 
Holmes; Shayla Long and 


Amanda North, Itawamba; 
Jazmine. Cain and 
Vancherrika Mitchell, Mis- 
sissippi Delta; Ashley 
Jones. Lauren Ford and 
Brittany Wilson, North- 
east: and Nakita Taylor 
and Takela Gunn, North- 
west. Coaches. are 
Chanda Rigby (head) and 
Danny Robertson (assis- 
tant) of Holmes. Members 
of the North men’s All- 
Star team are Richard 
Cannon and Josh 
Armstrong, Coahoma; 
Boo Ramsey and Phillip 
Lockhart, East Mississipp\; 
Terrence Akins, Holmes; 
Courtney Bradley and 
Reggie Gunn, Itawamba; 
Darnell Toy, Jr., Missis- 
sippi Delta; Joseph 
Childers, Northeast; and 
Lamar Sanders, Byron 
Ray and Joemal Campbell, 
all of Northwest. Coaches 
are Todd Kimble (head) 
and Danny Robertson (as- 
sistant) of Holmes. For 
more information contact 
ECCC women’s basket- 
ball coach Brad Hodge 
(ext. 372) or men’s coach 
Billy Smith (ext. 243), 
Phone 601-635-2111. 
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North teams p post MACJC All-Star “ 


from staff reports 

The North All-Star teams took a of 
wins over the South in the MACJC AllStar 
basketball games held at Choctaw Central 
High School on ctr afternoon. 

The North men |! 
and pulled out a 129-99 victory. In the 
women’ a per the North All-Stars led by 13 
at half an took an 87-58 win. 

“The margin of victory was spread out in 
both but they were entert: at both ends,” 
said ECCC women’s head coach Brad Hodge. 
“There were a lot of tremendaus athletes 
playing and this was a good showcase.” 

_ The Lady Warriors sent three players to 


ed by 15 points at halftime | 


the game and each played well. Kim Cox was represented the Lady Bobcats of Jones 
a late addition to the South roster and played County Junior College in the contest. Baham 
well in the contest. finished the night as the South's second- 
“Kim did an outstanding job,” Hodge said. leading scorer with 10 points. 
“She played good defense and did the all the F Ashley Howard of Holmes scored 17. hans 


things she did for us all year. She just does the © and Nikita Taylor of Northwest scored 15 to 
things that kind of go under the radar.” the North team. The two players were 
Kristin Chaney and Kotreece Bender came named co-MVP for the game. 


Jazmine Cain of Mississippi Delta scored 
11 points fous North team in the win. 
“re n Smith of Co-Lin scored 12 points 
for the South whe Jasmine McClindon of 
Gulf Coast scored 10 points in the loss. 
In the men’s game, Joemal Campbell of 
Northwest scored 32 points to lead the North 
and pick up the MVP honor. 


from softball and shook off the rust to help | 
represent East Central in the contest. Both — 

players played well, and Bender scored six 

points in the game. 

Karmethia Mazique represented Meridian 
Community College in the game and played 
solid point guard for the South squad. 

Natalie Jordan and Brittany Baham both 
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School Photo 


sophomore members of the East Central Community College Lady Warrior basketball team received special recognition and were present- 
ed roses during the group’s last home game on Feb. 21, against Meridian Community College. Pictured are (from left) head coach Brad 
odge, student assistants Krystle Hunter of Noxapater and Ashley Clark of Starkville; India Backstrom of Neshoba Central, Kotreece Bender 
af Newton, Kristin Chaney of Newton County, Kim Cox and Roxana Rogers, both of Lake; and assistant coach Zareth Gray. Team members 
are pictured with family and friends who honored them with various gifts. 
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iiss honored 
again by NJCAA 


Most times women won't 
react favorably if you call them 
a two-timer, by 

Kristin Chaney, Marty 
however, might Stamper 
just give youa big 
smile if you call her one. 

The 5-foot-4 East Central 
Community College sopho- 
more point guard was recently 
named a second-team NJCAA 
All-American in basketball. 

That, along with second- 
ieam All-American status as a 
freshman on the ECCC softball 
ieam, puts Chaney in a rather 
select club of being a two-time 
NJCAA All-American in sepa- 
rate sports. 

As a sophomore, Chaney 
averaged 13.1 points for the 
20-10 Region 23 runner-up 

Lady Warriors. She also aver- 
aged 4.3 assists and 4.2 
rebounds. As ja freshman, 


a 31-4 Region 23 champion 
team that finished eighth 
nationally at Salina, Kan. 
Chaney will sign a basket 
ball scholarship with the 
University. of — Southern 
Mississippi on April 19, She 
will also play softball at USM. 
That she excelled in softball 
at ECCC came as no surprise. 
The level her: basketball game 
rose to is whole ‘nother story. 
“I never dreamed I'd make 
it in basketball,” the Little 
Rock legend said. “Coming 
from (Newton County) High 
School, our high school was a 
softball-oriented.school instead 
of basketball. I"ve got to give 
(ECCC: head) coach (Brad) 
Hodge a lot of credit for where 
[ am and for getting All- 
American, ” 
Few thought success on the 
hardwood would come her 








Chaney... 
Continued from 6A... 
way, Chaney said. 

“I know a lot of people 
thought I'd never step foot on 
the court at East Central,” 
Chaney said. “I’m glad | 
proved them wrong. I know 
I've got a lot of critics that 
say [I won't step foot at 
Southern, but I hope T can 
prove them wrong too. 

“Right now, I'm the only 
point guard that they re 
bringing in along with the one 
they had last year. 

“Everybody always said 
that softball was my sport and 
it’s just kind of natural, espe- 
cially with my height.” 

“That just shows you what 
kind of competitive student- 
athlete she is,” Hodge. said. 
“To be named second-team 
All-American thus far in two 
separate sports shows you 
what kind of athlete she is and 
whai she's capable of doing. 


put into it throughout her 


years of playing. She obvious- 
ly was raised the right way. 

“We're very excited and 
proud to be’a part of that.” 

Even Hodge was surprised 
by how well Chaney devel- 
oped on the court. 

“Never did | imagine she 
would do what she has 
brought to this team,” Hodge 
said. “Fifty-one wins in two 
years with her at the point 
guard says a lot. It was not in 
my forethought that she 
woud do that, but that just 
shows you if you come and 
take advantage of situations 
and work hard every day, 
good things will happen. 

“In the process, she was sur- 
rounded by good players too. A 
lot goes to her feammates being 
goad teammates and willing to 
share the glory with her. 
Having good feammates took 
some of the pressure off her. 
Teams weren't able to attack 


Chaney averaged 10.9 points, Continued on 7A... 
2.2 assists, and 3.4 rebounds on See Chaney... 
about the time and effort she » Going to the NjC. 


national tournament as 
freshman allowed Chaney 


see just how good athletes | 
the NJCAA from other sta: 
are and to appreciate her |: 


ketball honor even more; 


“There's a Jot of talent | 


juco, especially on the nati 
al tournament level,” Cha: 
said. “It's unbelievable 


kids you will see playing « 


could have gone Divisio: 
but chose to go the juco to 
for some reason. The talen 
just incredible.” 

Chaney can look forware 
many happy returns to 
Brackeen-Wood Physical ©: 
cation Building over the ye 
as her picture will soon join 
collection of athletes 
school has honored by fame 
their photographs on the 

"It's always Deen & Feu 
tion that | would like &. 
especially With ty tot 
ers playing there.” Chanes 
“L kinda guessed Id f 
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i ketbad eoriesd g i 
| Pee oe 
| Building ding ed with th ie the Univer- 
a ‘sity Come gern Missin while 
yi Cox ink inked. with _ o, | 
the University of . < 
; Tennessee ath = | 






| Martin. 


Regio 
A Rests 


championship 


XXII runner-u 


season. 


As rete assists and 4.2 







teal} 


a second-team our te Wrenn: 


| as a sophomore and also 
played in the all-star game. 

Both Chaney and Cox had 

| reasons for choosing their 

espective schools. For 

| mre it was a p chance to 








Sng and a0) 


to go to Southern Miss 
at a to eval 


Chaney sai ) 
me ou of high shal for soft: 
“At one eed “ didn’t 
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Dis gins’ 
record setting 3h | 


and MaciC state 


freshmen 


401 5010 Region 
p team this past 


Chaney aver” 


ecently pa 


my. tha 21 


oach (Joye) 
McNelis i is Aooking to turn 


things around, so I'm 
excited.” 
Next year will be devoted 


strictly to basketball, Chaney 

said. But softball will only be 
a year away. 

spe doubt I would have 

i daar with them if I could 

have only played one sport. 

The one thing | wanted to do 

was play both sports at the 

next level,” Chaney said. “I 


wouldn't” ‘trade these two 


years at ECCC for anything in 
the world. The friendships 
that I made with my team- 





uldn’t trade for anything. 
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d that Vee seige dain naif tadiiedkgotto be part of 
family envi-_ 


this, along with the champi- 
onships, but I’m ready to 
move on to Southern and see 
if we can win some champi- 
onships there.” 

For Cox, it was a chance to 
reunite with former Lady 
Warriors assistant coach 
LaCole Brooks, now an assis- 
tantatUTM. > 

“That had a little bit to do 
with it,” Cox said. “It’s a good. 
coaching staff up there. I got 
along well with the players 
and felt like it was a good fit 
for me. 

“It was a great experience 
playing hete. We had a lot of 
success. Going to the 





‘atonal ournament last year . 


rience again at : Tennessee- 
Martin.” 


ECCC head women bas- 
ketball coach Brad Hodge 
said itis tough to see the two 
players leave the program. 

“They provided a lot for us: 
over the two years,” Hodge 
said. “It is a bitterswe 
feeling, but this is what their! 
ha was when they came 

ere ha Phir is what we 
promi em —an oppor- 
tunity to move on and extend 
theircareer 

“I think both institutions 
are getting two fine athletes 
that want to do whatever it 
takes to win. We're _ for 

them. per’ ) . 
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ECCC’s Cox Signs With 






DECATUR--East Cen 


tral Community College 
basketball standout Kim 
Cox of Lake has signed a 
national letter of mtent to 
continue her athletic ca- 
reer at the University of 
Tennessee at Martin. Cox, 
a 5-7 guard, averaged 10 


UT-Martin 


points and five rebounds 
for the 20-10 Lady War- 
riors who were Region 23 
Tournament runners-up 
and a semi-finalist in the 
MACIJC State Tourna- 
ment. The Lake High 
School product also helped 
lead the 2003-04 Lady 
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Warriors to the Region 23, 
MACIC State and South 
Division crowns, and an 
Elite Eight finish m the 
NJCAA Tournament en 
route to a 31-4 record. 
Cox was named a second 
team All-State selection 
and All-Star following the 
2004-05 campaign. Cox 1s 
shown with her mother, 
Margaret Cox, and 
(standing from left) 
ECCC women’s assistant 
basketball coach Zareth 
Gray and head coach 
Brad Hodge. Kim’s fa- 
ther, Grover Cox, Is a 
member of the Mississippi 
Army National Guard and 
is serving is Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. (Note: 
Former ECCC assistant 
women’s basketball 
coach Lacole Brooks is 
serving as an assistant at - 
UT-Martin). (EC Photo) 


CARTHAGINIAN 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT _ 


NEWTON RECORD 


MERIDIAN STAR 


CLARION-LEDGER 


WEEK OF (/ /)/ 








; TO THE TIMES 
scaTUR me North men’s 


ae | i 
‘s teams cruised to five each; a Childers of Howard of Holmes pumped in 17 







Lin and Torry Crumedy of 
Southwest, two each. 
In the women’s contest, Ashley 


ri es over South squads in Northeast, three; and Reggie points in leading the North to an 






MACJC All-Star Gunn of Itawamba, one. 87-58 decision. Howard shared 


; ‘etball Games held April 16 at South scorers were Ledell MVP honors with Nikita Taylor 









the 
; 23-99 victory. 


zw Central High School. Eackles of Co-Lin, 20; Napoleon of Northwest, who had 15 points. 
Campbell of Northwest Roberts of Pearl River, 17, D. J. Other scorers were Jazmine 


for 32 Jones of Southwest and Garland Cain of Delta, 11; Lauren Ford 


backboards | 
asthe North men rolledto Stewart of Gulf Coast, 11 each; and Ashley Jones, both of 


Rico Gray of Meridian, 10; Kiki Northeast, nine each; Brittany 


so scoring for the North were Christmas of Hinds, nine; Wilson of Northeast, _ five; 


=< Sanders of Northwest, 20: COREE Brown of Gulf Coast, Shalonda Williams of Holmes 






artnet ope of Itawamba, 
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and Kimberly Bass of Coahoma, 
f East es each, Shayla Long of 

















rs 





St tar at Juco Roundball Games 


North of Itawamba and Takela 
Gunn of Northwest, two each. 
South point makers ‘vere 
Travalyn Smith of Co-Lin. 12; 
Jasmine McClinden of Gulf 
Coast and Brittany Baham of 
Jones, 10 each; Kotreece Bend 
of East Central, six; Natalie 
Jordan of rea Cane 
of Co-Lin, four each; an 


Karmethia Mazique | : 

Carmen Labat of Pearl rirerare 
Shareader Walker of Gull. Coast, 
two each. Kristin Chaney anc 
Kim Cox, both of East Central 
and LaShandra Pryor of Hind: 
also saw action. ! 


= 
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Various honors were presented to the above members of the East Central Community College 
women’s basketball team at the 2005 Spring Sports Awards Banquet held in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria 
on the Decatur campus. Seated from left are Kristin Chaney of Newton County, most valuable player, 
co-team captain, Warrior Award co-recipient, second team All-American, first team All-Region 23 and 
All-State, All Region 23 Tournament Team and All-Star; Shannon Lloyd of West Lauderdale, best 
rebounder; and India Backstrom of Neshoba Central, Warrior Award co-recipient and All-Region 23 
Tournament Team. Standing from left are Roxana Rogers of Lake, most improved; Kim Cox of Lake, 
best defender, co-team captain award and second team All-State; and Tierra Young of South Leake, 
Newcomer of the Year. Not pictured is Kotreece Bender of Newton, best offensive player and co-team 
captain award. The awards were presented by Lady Warrior head coach Brad Hodge. The ECCC 
women were Region 23 Tournament runners-up and finished with a 20-10 record. 
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East Central Community 
College women's head basket- 
ball coach Brad by 


Hodge recently Marty 
announced his res- St : 


ignation and has 
accepted a similar position at 
Birmingham-Southern College, 
a member of the NCAA Division 
I and Big South Conference. 

BSC is a private liberal arts 
college in Birmingham, Ala., 
and is associated with the 
Methodist church. 

The Panthers finshed 13-15 
last year under Janine Hoffman, 
who resigned following her fifth 
year with the program to return 
to her native Washington. 
Hoffman had a 77-62 composite 
record at BSC. 

Hodge confirmed he is bound 
for BSC Monday night, 

“T have accepted the head 
coaching job,” Hodge said, “UII 
be leaving some time next week, 
The official announcement there 
will be next week. Then I'll 
have to hit the road recruiting 
because July is when the NCAA 
recruiting period starts.” 

Hodge served four seasons as 
head coach of the ECCC Lady 
Warriors, who. finished the 


-named MAC 


2004-05 season with a 20-10 
overall record and were runners- 
up in the Region 23 Tournament 
and a semifinalist in the MACJC 
State tournament. 

His 2003-04 team captured 
the South Division, MACIC and 
Region 23 titles, and had an 
Elite Eight finish in the NJCAA 
Tournament en route to a 31-4 
record which set the school 
record for wins in a season, 

That same year, Hodge was 
(Mississippi 
Association of Coaches) Comm- 
unity/Junior College Women's 
Basketball Coach of the Year and 
received the same honor on the 
Region 23 and state levels. 

He led the 2002-03 Lady 
Warriors to a 15-11 mark and 
berths in the Region 23 and 
MACJC tournaments. 

The EC women also posted a 
winning record in his inaugural 
season as head coach, finishing 
with a 14-11 record, Phe Lady 
Warriors were state semifinalists 
that season and advanced to the 
Region 23 Tournament, 

Prior to being named head 
coach of the Lady Warrior 
Hodge served @$ assistant 1m ns 
and women’§ eoach at BC 

























GG } ears 
14-11 
15-11 
31-4 
80-36 


two years under Sammy Pace. 

Hodge is also a former assis- 
lant men’s basketball coach at 
the University of Louisiana- 
Monroe and Athens State 
College in Alabama. 

Hodge and his wife, the for- 
mer Alida Jones of Decatur, 
Ala., have an infant son, Alex. 

“It's close to home,” Hodge 
said of the move. “It's right near 
her family and mine. 


| a fea bi 


_,former EC | 






“It's a Din bin } head coach- 
ing job and | Never would have 
thought that Would have hap- 
pened. It's just@ne of things that 
the good Lo has blessed me 
with. I’m de itely going to 
take advantay! eof it.” 

One of the teams on BSC’s 
schedule thi ‘Season will be 
ale, The athletics 
O is Joe Dean, Jr, 
Mball player at 













Mississippi St i” 
“We ll be ‘ 
play State, |}0dg 


Lacour. & 


standout | 
player 
before 
transfer 


ring to 

Louisiana 

Monroe. 

rine At The Big Show 

expected Brad Hodge, right, and then ECCC women’s | 
be a Lady ball coach Sammy Pace just prior to an NJCA 





Warrior 

assistant this | 

instead join |)ate 
The FCO Hb 


Tournament game with Cloud County (Kan.) 
College in 2001 at Salina, Kan. Photo by Mart 


tion department contributed to — this story. 
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One of the highlights of the Brad Hodge era at East Central Community College was a state title in 2004. 


FILE PHOTO 


Hodge leaves ECCC for BSC 


. Fromstajfreports | 

Brad Hodge turned plenty of 
heads during the past two seasons 
as the head women’s basketball 
coach at East Central Community 
College. 

Now, Hodge will get the opportu- 
nity to do the same ata Division | 
school. 

Hodge announced early last 
week that he was leaving ECCC to 
take the head women’s job at Birm- 
ingham Southern College — a pri- 
vate liberal arts school that is a 
member of the Big South Confer- 
ence. 

“It's a Division I head coaching 
job ... I never would have thought 
that would have happened,” Hodge 
said. “It’s Just one of those things 


“It’s a Division I head coaching 
iob ... [never would | ; 
have thought. that 
would have hap- . 
pened. It's just one: | 
of those things that 
the good Lord has 
blessed me with. | 
I’m definitely going — 
to. take advantage of it.” 

Brad Hodge 


Former ECCC women's basketball! coach 





advantage of it.” 

Hodge was 80-36 in his four sea- 
sons as the head coach at ECCC 
after spending two years as an 








him,” ECCC president Phil Sut- 
phin said of Hodge. “We wish him 
well as he moves to another level in 


| his career. He’s been heré six years 


total ... he took what Sammy Pace 
had built from what Lucille Wood 
has done and moved it forward. 

“It’s been a storied program for 
years and he’s just a classy guy,” 
Sutphin said. “He represented the 
college well.” 

Ssutphin said the move is “bast- 
cally going back home” for Hodge 
and his wife, Alida, who are both 
from the North Alabama area. 

“It’s right near her family and 
mine,” Hodge said. 

Hodge was 29-22 during his first 
two seasons in Decatur, but then 
went 314 during the 2003-04 cam- 


that the good Lord has blessed me assistant to Sammy Pace. 
with. 'm definitely going to take “I have very high regards for 
— This past «_ season, 
L basketball assistant at the  Hodge’s bunch was 
Hodge University of Louisiana- ott made it to the Region Mae wiiga’: ACCC 
| Monroe and Athens (Ala.) | 23 championship game. deper wre grt nach 
From Page 1B State College. “The hardest thing I've looking for a hea wether ‘ 
Oe Hodge will be taking ever been through was fac- with a A oct of 
paign. The Lady Warriors over a Lady Panthers pro- img the team and telling aera eh nester 
V were the MACJC South gram that went 13-15 last them,” Hodge said. “It was selec aia @ — 
¢ Division, State and season. so emotional... we're fami-  Sutphim sal in place 
~ NJCAA Region 23 champi- “We are thrilled to have - ly here. “rps dvortine for its 
jp Ons that year, setting a him,” Birmingham South- “T can't emphasize how EC = = nd he will 
school record for wins and ern athletic director Joe § importantEastCentralhas new coach, a dation 
earning Hodge numerous Dean.Jr,said. “Hehashada been to us,” Hodge said. tone 3 airmmerie Aug. 
Coach of the Year awards lot of sticcess at East Cen- Prior to hisarrivalatEC, for ie Deskin aan 
eid «arskrancing tr the tral and he osve ne 4 ides pnached ac a men's 9 board meeting. 


ECCC has 
plenty of 
options 


By Tony Krausz 
sports editor 

DECATUR, — If all goes 
according to plan, East Central 
Community. College will have a 
new head women’s basketball 
coach in 30 days. 

ECCC president Dr. Phil Sut 
phin said the junior college plans 
to announce Brad Hodge's suc- 
cessor by Aug, 9. 

Hodge, who was the Lady War- 
riors’ head coach for the past four 
seasons, left ECCC for a similar 
position at Birmingham-Southern 
College in late June. 

ECCC athletic director Terry 
Under woad, 
who is also the 
school’s head 
football coach, 
had received 
five strong 
inquiries for the 
women's 
coaching job: prior to leaving for 
his vacation, according to Sutphin. 

“Our biggest interest is lo main- 
tain the integrity of the program,” 
Sutphin said. “After you maintain 
the integrity of the program, you 
look for quality athletes who are 
students and athletes who can 
come in and build a good team.” 

The applicants for the head 
coaching job will be reviewed by a 
five-person panel, and the list of 
potential head coaches will be nar- 
rowed to two candidates by the 
panel. Sutphin will make the final 





decision on the new head women’s - 


basketball coach. 

Sutphin said the timeline to 
hire a new coach is short because 
the fall semester is fast 
approaching. 

“We debated to make it even 
quicker, with school right around 
the corner,” Sutphin said of the 


hiring process, “The wonien:s Has-- 


ketball program is a pretty storied 
program, and we wanted to be 
sure that folks who are interested 
would have the opportunity to 
apply.” : 

Hodge's successor at the helm 
of the. Lady. Warriors’ program will 
have a rich history to live up to at 
ECCC: 
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‘ PHOTO SY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR . 
WHOSE NEXT? 
Former East Central Community College head women’s basketball 
coach Brad Hodge claps his hands on the sideline in this undated 
photo from the 2003-04 season. ECCC is currenity searching for 
Hodge’s successor as the head coach of the Lady Warriors’ program, 
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Smith Named ECCC Lady Warrio ors Coach 


REBELS HARRISON WAS 
CANDIDATE For POSITION 


By CHRIS ALLEN BAKER 
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR 


A new coach will take the helm of the 
women's basketball program at East 
Central Community College following a 
selection process that included a Scott 
County coach as the only other finalist. 

Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC president, 
announced the appointment of Billy 
Smith as the new coach moments after 
the college's Board of Trustees approved 
the hiring Tuesday during its regular 
August meeting. 

Smith has served as the college's men's 
basketball coach since 2001. 

Chad Harrison, girl's basketball coach 
at Scott Central High School, was the 
other finalist for the post and expressed 
disappointment but also joy in retaining 
his current position. 

"If I had gotten it, there is no question 
leaving here would've been tough," 
Harrison said. "| have had tremendous 
support from the team, the fans, parents 
and administration since I've been here." 

Harrison said he kept the Lady Rebels 
informed every step of the way while he 
was a candidate for the ECCC job. He 
said there were mixed emotions of play- 
ers wanting the best for him but also 
wanting him to stay. 


"I am proud the kids could under- 
stand. This means we are teaching them 
the right things,” Harrison said. "When I 
told them I wasn't leaving they had grins 
from ear to ear." 

Harrison, an alumnus 
of ECCC, said part of him 
was sad he was not cho- 
sen but he is happy to stay 
at Scott Central and 
pledged to continue sup- 
porting the college. 

"Tl admit that I am dis- 
appointed. But President 
Sutphin felt like he made 
the decision that was best 
for EC and I support 
him," Harrison said. 

Recognizing how the process affected 
Scott Central and the county school dis- 
trict, Harrison expressed appreciation 
for officials’ support. 

"lL want to make -this clear. | have a 
great, great job. I really do. This would 
have been devastating if that were not 
the case," Harrison said. "I appreciate 
Mr. (Principal Gene) Bright and Mr. 
(Superintendent of Education Frank) 
McCurdy. They were willing to allow me 
to make this move although it would 
have come at a tough time being so late 
in the year. " 

In 2005, Harrison will start his 11th 
season as the head coach of the Lady 
Rebels and holds an overall record of 
189-133 including one state champi- 
onship and one additional trip to the 





Harrison 





state tournament, seven trips to the re jn Moorehead. 
south state tournament and two district ‘ison has been known to praise his 
championships. hanover any achievements came 


Harrison said the team will regroup ik 
this year after losing quality players to 
graduation, but returning players will | 
remain competitive and will give oppo 


“"t have always prided myself that we 
ave been a team at Scott Central. I have 
7 en blessed to have some fine young 
nents their best. ae to 












lay for me over the last 10 
"I'm glad to have this behind me anid “4 ug n said. 
we can get back to getting ready for the 7 “These young ladies have been com- 
season," Harrison said. mitted to both me and the p 


“y appreciate their dedication and loy- 

a y j very much and I love them like they 
Bray own,” Harrison said. 

Harrison said his candidacy with 

sm nith was bittersweet but pledged his 


The fact that he was a candidate 
speaks well for everyone associated with) 7 
Scott Central, Harrison said. 

"Scott Central is a great place because 
the winningest coach at ECCC cam 
from Scott Central and a coach from apport for the new coach at ECCC. 
Scott Central was a finalist for the job,’ __ "Billy isaclose friend of mine and that 
Harrison said. "That is a Lie 5 OM of what made the process more 
tribute to the players and | ,™, | difficult. I will remain loyal and help in 
kids we've had over the any iway Ican, "Harrison said. 
years." Before arriving at East Central, Smith 

Having sent eight njoyec a successful 16-year career lead- 
signees to the college zg the girls' basketball program at 
ranks, both of the Lady | Ne hoba Central High School. During 
Rebels’ seniors from last | Nt enure, the Lady Rockets compiled a 

















year’s squad moved for- 68- pPmark, which included astate title 
ward to play on the colle- | six district championships. 
giate level. | Ir all, Smith has 23 years coaching and 
Elyse Clay hit the 2,000 aching experience. 
mark in points scored on Smith succeeds Brad Hodge who was 
February 21. Clay signed ‘lier ‘named women's head basketball 
to continue her athletic career at East 7 @oach | at Birmingham Southern. 
Central Community College. | r Sutphin said the search is under- 


Latasha Johnson hit the 1,000 mark in 
points scored on February 5. She wil! 
play for Mississippi Delta Community 


: ie a new men's head basketball 
ie ch. Interviews will be completed by 
ye week of September 5. 


WEEK OF Pyotr 0S 


i . Region XXII didephilld, 
game and the semifinals of 
the MACIC state tournament 
is past season under 
who was named the 
women’ $s head coach at Birm- 
thern College in 

r Ala... in June. 
nnECCC Compiled a 3}-4 
record, advanced to the 
CAA national lament 
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prion the ithe 2-year ete 20.10, and advanced to the 


coach Smith will do a great 
job.” said beg ie athletic 
director Terry Un erwood. 
“He has coached our men’s 
team for the last four years, 
and he had a successfa). run 
coaching the Neshoba Cen- 
tral girls’ program prior to 
peace to East Central. We 

continuing the 
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By RYAN SATCHER—_#*”w 
Staff Reporter 





The ‘Bast Central Tar College 
women return a strong inside presence but 
will need to have several guards handle 
pressure to be successful this basketball sea- 
son. 

The Lady Warriors return just two soph- 
omores and will need solid guard play from 
several players this season. 

“Hopefully our guard play will help us,’ 
said BCCC coach Billy Smith. eae 
they will help free up the inside for Shannon 
Lloyd and Sara Judice,” 

Lloyd and Judice are returning starters 
for the squad and the Lady Warriors will 
depend heavily on their inside play. 

Lloyd i & Gfo0t-2 sophomore center 
aay Went ets High, ie is a 6- 

sophomore yelte, 

The Lady Warriors will try to slow the 
game and use thelr inside play to be suc- 
cessful (hin season, 

“We ave polng to be predominantly a 
half-court team,” said Smith, “We will ran 
we when can but we are going to rely on 
getting the ball inside.” 

To get the ball inside, Hast Central will 
need good play from several guards this 
year. 

Sophomore Lasaundra Harrison will 
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Lady Warriors hoping to get s« 
cuard play from key players (lis season 





Siaisael auabaie nein: front, from icti student assistants Kasenda Overstrael, 
Brandy Edwards and Lakeshia Bobbitt; seated from left, guards Tamika Triplett, 
Constance Hayes and Amanda Schmidt; forward Andrea Dubose and guarils 
Heather Steele, LaSaundra Harrison and Emily Massey and standing from loll, 
Princess Swilley, assistant coach; forwards Valerie Harris, Elyse Olay, 
Dominetrix Hunter of Philadelphia, Shannon Lloyd, Sara Judice and Jessica 
Anderson; guard Rosalind Jones and head coach Billy Smith. 


handle pressure at the point for the Lady 
Warriors. guard for the team along with guard/forwar! 
iv] 
'% 
Ny 
i 
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Sophomore Heather Steele will also play | 





































» Dominetrix Hunter, 

a man Emily Massey of East Ranki 
/ ) need to step in for the Lad 
Wat aa this season. 

1 Hayes of Provine will al: 
i st Central depth at guard. 

f ore Andrea Dubose will ple 
“a i the Lady Warriors. Elyse Cle 
MW Central and Valerie Harris of Lal 
ly Liga forward for East Central : 


ing to Smith, the freshmen shou 
the barn when they get adjusted. 

| ive having to adjust.” said Smit 
iy just take a few gates to get the 
H they need to be.’ 

Lady Warriors opened the seas 
79-6) loss against Holmes last wee 
) looked average for our first game 
th. "We had a few problems w 

ty Warriors will compete 
play against Pearl Riv 
f Jones, Southwest, Co-L 
iieidiain 
raaveys a year-to-year leagu 
wid. "We will have to watch fc 
if weeks to see how good it is. U 
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EC men keep ....... 


record perfect 


The East Central Community 
College Warriors added three 
more wins last from 
sre as they combined 
record to 7-0 reports 


under first-year head coach 
Steve Hampton. | 

The Lady Warriors went 2-1 
as they took their record to 4-3. 
Holmes women 60 

ECCC 55 

The Lady Warriors let a half- 
time lead slip away in losing the 
Nov. 14 contest at Decatur. 

The Lady Warriors, who fell 
to 2-3 under first-year head 
coach Billy Smith, were led by 
West Lauderdale’s Shannon 
Lloyd with 13 points. 

Also scoring for ECCC were 
Andrea Dubose of Newton 
County, 10; and LaSaundra 
Harrison of Union and. Sara 
Judice, eight each. 

Angie Bounds tallied 17 


points to lead Holmes, 4-0. 
 ECCC men 78 
Holmes 65 


The Warriors improved to 5- 
0 with the Nov. 14 win in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building on the 
Decatur campus. 
' Sam Walton, a 6-foot-6 
freshman forward from Jackson 
Lanier, was the leading scorer 
for ECCC, which is off to its 
best start in recent memory. 

Other point makers for the 
Warriors were Earnesto Green 
with 12, Johnny Hodge nine, 
Ricardo Alcantar and Odell Carter 
eight each, and Andre Coleman 
and Rodney Turner six each. 


nine from LaSaundra Harrison, 
eight from Shannon Lloyd, and 
four each from Dominetrix 
Hunter and Jessica Anderson. 

“| think we had six trips in a 
row where we had turmovers,” 
ECCC head coach Billy Smith 
said. “There’s no excuse for 
that, but we did enough at the 
end to hang on and never let. 
them get ahead. We made some 
clutch free throws down the 
stretch. That’s a lot better than 
we've been doing. 

“] thought we played a little 
bit better than we played the last 
game. Scooba’s got a much 
improved ballclub. Any time 
you can get a win on the road, 
it’s good.” 

Jennifer Jones had 16 points 
to lead East Mississippi, which 
fell to 3-4. 

ECCC led 34-23 at halftime. 

ECCC men 82 

East Mississippi 70 

Sam Walton had 18 points to 
lead the Warriors to Thursday’s 
:win at Scooba. 

The 6-0 Warriors also got 12 
points each from Earnesto 
Green, Rodney Turner, and 
Johnny Hodge, eight from 
Ricardo Alcantar, seven from 
Brian Johnson, and six from 
Coshune Bingham. 

“We've got a lot of improve- 
ment to do, but the positive 
thing about it is we're 6-0,” 
Warriors’ head coach Steve 
Hampton said. “I’m never going 
to be satisfied, but I think we 
can do a whole lot better than 
we're doing. 

“Our defensive intensity was 





APPEARE Richard Griffin had 19 points 
to lead the Bulldogs, 2-3. 
= ECCC led 38-26 at halftime. 
LAKE ME ccc women 57 
SCOTT Ci 


East Mississippi ‘51 
UNION Af Teurlings Catholic High School 


poor. I didn’t think we got after 
it like we should have. To play 
in the South Division, we're 
going to have to get a whole lot ARTHAGINIAN 
better.” i oes ) 

Cornelius Miles had 20 ESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
points to lead EMCC, which fell 


Sophomore Sara Judice of 


in Lafayette, La., pumped in 140. 3-3. EWTON RECORD 
WINSTO? points to lead the Lady Warriors The Warriors held a 36-27 | ) , 
SPIRIT O to Thursday’s victory at Scooba. advantage at the break. ERIDIAN STAR _ 

~ ECCC, 3-3, also got 13 East Central women 71 | \. . 

points from Andrea Dubose, i 65 -ARION-LEDGER 
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Splitting the Double Team 


East Central’s Sara Judice beats a pair of East 
Mississippi defenders for a basket in Thursday’s 57-51 
win at Scooba. Photo by Marty Stamper. 


The Lady Warriors took a 35- 


25 lead into halftime as they 
improved to 4-3 with Saturday's 
win at Decatur. 

ECCC got 17 points from 
Shannon Lloyd, 13 from Andrea 
Dubose, 11 each from Valerie 
Harris and Sara Judice, nine 
from LaSaundra Harrison and 
eight from Elyse Clay, 

Delta, 4-3, got 14 points from 
Jameica Gross and 12 from 
Tawana Marshall. 

East Central men 73 

Mississippi Delta 57 

The Warriors forced 40 Trojan 
turnovers as they improved to 7- 
0 with the homecourt win at 
Decatur Saturday night. 

“The defensive effort was a 


whole lot better tonight.” said 
ECCC first-year men’s coach 
Steve Hampton. “It was a good 
team win, probably the best 
since Bevill State.” 

ECCC outrebounded the 
Trojans 42-28. 

Sam Walton led the Warriors 
with 14 points and five 
rebounds. Johnny Hodge had 
eight points* four assists and 
four rebounds. Brian Johnson 
had 11 points and four rebounds. 
Ricardo Alcantar added eight 
points and three steals. Earnesto 
Green and Jacquas Jones both 
scored seven points. 

s ECCC led 42-32 at halftime. 

Cordarell Person led the 
Trojans, 3-4, with 13 points. 
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two at ICC 


The East Central Ciscsanitty 
College basketball teams took a pair of 
road wins over Itawamba 
Community College on 4, 
Nov. 21 at Fulton. combined 

The Lady Warriors Peports 
improved to 5-3 with a 
63-52 win, while the Warriors upped 
their record to 8-0 with a 68-60 victory. 

The Warriors were listed as receiv- 
ing votes in the Nov. 22 NJCAA men’s 
poll. It marks a rare appearance by the 
ECCC men on the national scene. 

“We've got a lot of work to do, but 
we're happy to be 8-0," ECCC men’s 
head coach Steve Hampton said. “We'e 
played a lot harder the last two games. 

“] just hate that we've had this lay- 


off. I don't want it to mess us up. We 


were actually starting to play pretty 
good.” : 

The Warriors are off this entire week * 
and will have a 13-day layoff before 
playing at Mississippi Delta on Dec. 5. A 
road game at Northeast Mississippi on 
Dec. 8 will wrap up first-semester play. 
ECCC won't see action again until Jan. 
5 when the Warriors host Itawamba. 

“We've just got to make sure every- 
ae stays: eligible and keep. PA? ba a 

and in somewh | 
shape,” * Hepton said. “We've got two 
tough road games next week at Delta 
and Northeast. 

“The kids are working hard. We're 
doing a lot of good things. I told them 
when I got here that all | ever heard was 
that East Central men couldn't win. I 
thought it was time we changed that. I 
think we've proved you can win.We’ve 





Coast and Hinds. 

“We start off at Co-Lin and that’s not 
easy either. 

"But we're excited about it. | told 
them I was proud of them and that was 
a testament to how hard they ve 
worked. If we keep it going, maybe 
we'll get in the Top 20 next time.” 

ECCC men 68 

Itawamba 60 

The Warriors handed the Indians 
their first loss with the eight-point win 
at the Rubberdome on Noy. 21. 

Itawamba took an early 7-2 lead 
only to have the Warriors pull even at 
16-16. 

ECCC scored the final six points of 
the half to take a 34-31 Jead into inter- 
mission. 

The Warriors scored 11 of the first 
17 points of the second half to extend 
their lead to 45-37. 

The Indians closed to within 55-53 
with 6:40 remaining, but ECCC halted 
the comeback bid and took the 68-60 
win. 

Johnny Hodge led ECCC with 18 

ints. 


‘Earnesto Green and Bryan Johnson 


- both. pad. 10. an. Walton, Jossed in. 





‘| guess they’ re 8-0 now,” ICC coach 
Marty Cooper said. “We couldn't stop 
Hodge off ‘the dribble, He broke our 
defense down. His penetration to the 
basket threw our defense out of whack 
and got shots for his teammates.” 

Cooper previously was the head 
coach at ECCC. 
Titus Penro was ICC's leading scor- 





er with 12 points. Larricus Brawn had \GINIAN 
10. Mike Howell had nine. 
63 ‘(A DEMOCRAT 


ECCC women 
Itawamba 52 
A 19-0 run enabled the Lady |! RECORD 
Warriors to get the 11-point victory. 


got it going in the right direction, we've 
Just got to keep working. 

“There's a lot of people that have 
played teams from the South (Division) 
that have said if we continue to play 
like we are, we'll do fine in the South. 
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Of course, two of our first four (divi- Itawamba led 28-20 with 1:26 leftin N STAR 
sion) games are against two of the sup- _ the first half when the Lady Warriors L 
posedly favorites in the South in Gulf started their game*winning run. -LEDGER 
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Shannon Lloyd scored 20 points to lead the Lady Warriors to a 63-52 
victory at Itawamba last week. Phote by Marty Stamper. 


ECCC led by as many as 15 points 
before closing out with an 11-point win. 
Shannon Lloyd of West Lauderdale 
led the Lady Warriors with a game-high 
20 points. LaSaundra Harrison scored 


iat) 


14, Andrea Dubose had 12, and Sara 
Judice and Elyse Clay both had six. 

Latanya Williams and Shameika 
Boyce each had 10 points for 
Itawamba. 


Ayes 





ECCC squads fall to Northeast 


East Central Community Col- 
lege’s Warrior and Lady War- 
rior basketball teams ended 
2005 competition on a disap- 
pointing note by falling to 
Northeast Mississippi Commu- 
nity College squads Thursday 
night in Booneville. 

The ECCC men_ were 
outscored 80-60 and _ the 
women were hammered 91-56 
by the nationally ranked Lady 


Tigers. 

Freshman forward Sam Wal- 
ton, a product of Jackson 
Lanier, had 11 points to lead 
East Central, which dropped to 
8-2. Other scorers were Brian 
Johnson of Jackson Provine, 
nine; Earnesto Green, also of 
Provine, seven; Andre Coleman 
of Louisville, Coshune Bing- 
ham of Newton and Paul Milli- 
gan of Chillicothe HS in Ver- 


non, Tex., six each; Ricardo 
Alcantar of Newton County, 
Rodney Turner of Forest Hill 
and Johnny Hodge of Quachita 
Parish in Monroe, La., four 
each; and Mike Presendieu of 
New Dimensions HS in Orlan- 
do, Fla., three. — 

Northeast, which improved to 

7-3, led 41-30 at halftime. 

East Central defeated the 
Tigers 75-68 in early season 


to close out 2005 competition 


action, 

LaSaundra Harrison of 
Union pumped in 17 points to 
lead the Lady Warriors, whose 
record slipped to 6-4. Other 
scorers were Shannon Lloyd of 
West Lauderdale, nine; Sara 
Judice of Teurlings Catholic 


HS in Lafayette, La., six; 
Valerie Harris of Lake, 
Dominetrix Hunter of 


Philadelphia, Andrea Dubose 


of Newton County and Elsye 
Clay of Scott Central, four 
each; Heather Steele of Nanih 
Waiya, Emily Massey of East 
Rankin haan and Jessica 
Anderson of Newton, two each; 
and Tamika Triplett of 


‘Sebastopol and Constance 


Hayes of Jackson Provine, one 
each. 

The Lady Tigers, ranked 
19th in the latest NJCAA poll, 


led 37-26 at the break and 
improved to 7-1 following the 
nondivision matchup. 

Northeast earlier defeated 
the Lady Warriors 72-63 in 
Decatur. 

EC squads return to action 
following the Christmas holi- 
days by hosting Itawamba 
Community College on Thurs- 
day, January 5. Tip-off times 
are 6 p.m. (women) and 8 p.m. 
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